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FOREWORD 
The atmosphere and the results during the auctioq sale by Harmer's in the· 

early part of December of last year wi'll sure}y have a sizeable effect on. the trade, 
especia1ly where Maltese philate-ty is concerned. During the sale, some material 
literally went through the roof, with items, in cases in second rate condition, 
fetching prices very close to catalogue estimations. Postal histocy mateirial con
tinues to attract a large number of buyers and higher prices. The implications 
are far-reaching. Specula:tive buying as a hedge against inflation is not e!X:clud~u 
while collector.s buy frantically be,fore prices get even higher; the stre'sses on the 
demands and supply are bearing on the future of philateiy. In these1 circumstances 
one wonders what will happen next. 

For the majority of us,, .w.l!o are not in a position to attend auctions an.d enjoy 
their thrills and excitement, obtaining material for our coliecti:ons wiil si.ill have 
to be made over a friendly chat with our dealer. Some members participate in. the 
exchange branch of the Society and are content · with browsing through some 
twenty booklets hoping to find that long sought after stamp to fiil that long.,empty 
gap, at prices we can all afford. About twenty-five members are now participating, 
but there is scope and place for many more. 

For those who want to sell material through the excharige. branch, th
0

e Socic•lY 
provides standard booklets oq which stamps should be handily mounted ao.d priced. 
These booklets, in batches bf between ten to twenty, then circulate amo.ng the 
members on the mailing list for the bookle1s. Every member passes ori the book
lets to the· next member on the list, who normally lives a couple oi miles· away, 
as the mailing list is so prepared to create the least possible iqconvenience . to 
members. Any member who would like his name fo be inciuded on the mailing 
list has only got to inform the man on the job. So let's have many more oi you 
joining. Fresh material is always welcome. 

The Exchange branch is oqe activity which has fiourishe•d over the years un
der -fue capable •-hands of our Superintendent. I'm sure you al.I appreciate1 the 
volume of paper-work involved and the useful additions he· passes on to the So
ciety's funds, through the small commission the Society charges. 

After the February meeting, there was talk of more ways through which the 
society can be of service to its members, and we hope that these will be considered 
by the new Committee as soon as they are brought to their a·i.tentioil. The hold
ing of auctioqs by the Society was ,suggested:. There are surely many members 
who have material they want to ·dispose of but which consumes time and energy 
to mount on the Society's IYooklets. And among us there must be a member cap
ablo of handling the hammer. 

A successful Society is measured by its service to members and the response 
from its members. 

THE EDITOR. 
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LOUIS FRANK 
At •the last Annual General Meeting held on the 4th 'February 1974, Dr. 

Albert Ganado, the Honorary Secreitary of <the Society, communicated to those 
present the sad news of the passing away of Mr. Louis Frank, a iouncier mem
ber and past Pre•sident of The Phiiatelic Society of Maita. We feel his "curricu
Uium vitae" would interest our readers. 

Louis Frankl was bor:q in Hilversum, Holland, in 1893. During the first world 
war he became a First Lieiutenant in the Dutch· Army. In 1920, he represented 
Holland in .;gymnastics at the Olympic game•s held in Belgium. He emigrated to 
Australia in 1939 when Europe was on the brink of a second world war. 

His business acumen flourished in the textilei industry. He had his own weav
ing mills and carried on the largest Persian carpet import busiI_less, in Holiand 
first, and in Australia lateir. In his country of adoption he worked hard for foe 
mentally handicapped. 

When he went to Australia he started taking philately very se•riously. In 1940 
he joined the Phll:atelic Socieity of New South Wales and was on the Committee 
between 1951 - 1960. .He also founded the Eutope•an Circl~ and was Chairman 
throughout it's ten years existence .. 

In 1948 he was given membership of the Royal Syd:qey Philate1lic Club and 
was. V'uoe-Pr.esident 195·8-11960. 

He was admitteid to the Royal Philatelic Society in Londoq in 1954 of which 
he became a Fellow in 1959. 

In 1966, a short while after settling in Malta, hei promoted the idea of for:m
ing a philatelic society on the island. With the co-operation of Dr. Charles Cas
sar, Mr. Moris Darn.ianin and Dr. Albert Ganado, he succeeded iq creating our 
Society at a foundation meeting held on the 7th March 1966. Mr. Frank became 
its first Chairman, and he was confirmed every year until he resigned in Decem
ber 1971 when hei decided to ·leave Malta for good. 

He was a very keen collector and a specialist in several fields of philate•iy. 
Among his many other awards, the following call for particuiar ·meintion: 
1942 
1950 
1950 
1953 
1955 
1955 
1955 
.1957 
1959 

Forgeries and Reprints :Exh1bition 
New Zealand Philateilic Exhibition 
"ANPEX" (Melbour.qe) 

· "ITEP" (Holland) 
New Zealand Philate[ic Exhibition 
"FIPEX" (New York) 
"ANPEX" (Adelaide) 
"TELA VIV" (Israei) 
"ANPEX" (Sydney) 

Silver Medal 
Silver & Bronze 
Gold 
Silver 
Gold 
Bronze 
2 Gold 
Silver 
12 Gold 

(This reait earned him "The Championship of Australia". He exhibited spe
cialised col,leictions of Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, ·Germany, Greece, 
Italian States, Nederlands, Norway, P-0rtugal, Rum:mia, Sicily, Spain, Switzer
land, Thurn and Taxis) 
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1960,' 
i970: ' 

Poland Bronze & -Siiver 
''Al}l":P.EX'.'•. (Sydi}ey) - .Ma:na'. coiil'ection. _,. 1-.;·,·snv~n.· 

Q•u:tte an . im;prei3sive )i;ist, especially when one considers it is by no means 
exhaustive. . 

One c.ould .also mention that he won a trophy at the Eucharistic C,ongress 
of 1956 competing against the late Cardinal. Sp(;JE1rµan on the theme "Religio-;i 
on Stamps". 

He. was created Chevalier in the ·Order of the Royal Crown ·of Crete .in Au
iust i9'6~. ·Later he. became Knight' Coium~ndeir ~nd in March .1973 'he re~eived 
the honour ~f a hereditary title: Count Louis Frank ch Piazza. 

After a stay of six years in Malta, he decided to take up residence in Spain. 
He died at his home at Marbella on the 13th .. November 1973 aii,er a short ill
nEi3s, on the eve of his eightieth birthday. · 
He ·was sadly mourned ·and remembered with affection by his many Maltese 
friends and admirers, his sons and his wifei, Contessa Susan Frank di Piazza, 
who was for many years a member of the Philatelic Society of Maita. 

(A.G.) 

Cosp:cua - New Discoveries · 
' Recently, an u:nrecorded Cospi9ua 20mm diameter village cancel came 

to light. Up to a· few months age, it was ·considered to be very rare, but 
recent di·scoveries shew that it is mJ•t quite as rare as is generally thoug.!H. 

T1he cancel has the word ".'CQSPICU.A'' arched in the upper half, and 
bears a code. The date is in the mididle, while tJhe year shown ahbreviart.e1d 
in the· lower segment. The exact dates of U1se are not yet known, but it 
is known that it was used as late as 1911. A "D" code !has heer.i ·seen, 
so presumably a "B" and a "C" code .exist. The .haindstamp is '.known both 
as a receiving ma1rk, ( th.e Editor has. in his possession a . pictu1re-pos tcard 
from' Italy, addressed to Senglea, hearing a Valletta 'oyal' dated "19 JU 04", 
ad well as the Cospicua 20mm code letter '"A''. .. "J:he card also bears. Post
man's Personal HandstamR. ;2), and as an obi iterator. .. 

It has come to the notice of the Edit9r that.the Cospicu(l' 23mm village 
mark is known ~orged. It is mainly seen on· K.G.V higher values and has 
t,>een made to pm-duce fine used ex.am pies of stamps for collectors. The. way 
to recognise it is by its darity, its . 'T' code and its elate, "A.P 10 15". 
It is alsc probalbfe that i~ was made photographically. fr~rn _Said's catalog·~1e. 
It is also probable that it was made lo:cally. ·· 

Rabat 
On 2nd January, 1975, new labels were introduced for the Parcel Post 

and Registration services a:t the Raba•t B.P.O. A blue-printed label was in
tmduced for registration replacing . the provisional rectangular rubber· hand
stamp (42.5 x 17.5mm). The new label is inscribed "RABAT MALTA". 

The Rabat B.P.O., situated within the Civic Centre complex, replaced 
t·he Mdina B.P.O. on 11th March, 1974. On the same day, Rabat was is
suec:J with its own ap;propriately inscribed double-ring canceller. 
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THE ANNUAL GENERAl MEETING - 13th Janualy 1975 
The Annual General Meeting of the Society was he1d on 13th January, 1975, 

in Mons. Gonzi Hall, of the Catholic Institute, Floriana. The President to·ok the 
chair and wel:comed the members present. 

The Honorary Secretary, Dr. A. Ganado, theJ:! delivered his report for 1974 
stating than membership ;during the year had risen from 75 to 90 and e·xpressed 
the hope thai1:, during thei coming year, this number wou1d increase to HlO. He 
appealed to all m>9'mbers prompt1y to pay their armual subscription, now in
creased to £Ml. 

Unfortunately, no issue of ,the Society's Newsletter had been published dur
ing the early part of 1974. A new editor, had been appointtd and had produced 
an issue in Novemberr. It was hoped that in fU1ture, three issues wou1d be pro
duced annually. 

Refeuing to monthly meetings, the Secretary said that these were held, as 
usual, on the first Monday of the month, with the exception of July, August and 
September, in the Cathol~c Insti:tute 'Floriana, to the Managing Commitee of 
which, the Society is greatly il!debted for the facilities afforded. 

Talks on philatelic subjects had been given by members, and included "The 
Channel Islands" by Mr. ·H. Williams; "The History of East Africa·' by Mr. S. N. 
Bush; "The Universal Postal Union" by Dr. J. H. Mercieca. In December, a 
.showing of two colour fi1lms was given. (Deta~ls of thei 'Film Evening' are given 
elsewhere ~n the issue). Further ilLustrated talks and fillm shows are projeicted 
for the coming! year. 

The Society's application to ioil! the "Federation Internationale de Philate
lie" wiill ·be consideredi during the Phi1atelic Congress of the Federation to be 
heLd in Madrid next April. The Society has been requested to send a delegate to 
attend the Coxigress and provide information OJ:! the So.ciety and its activities. 

The Exchange Branch, organised and supervised by Mr. A. Fenech, has con
tinued to circulate books among about twenty-five members, resulting in a use
ful addition to the Society's funds. In April, the Society set up a panel 0f ex
.perts to. advise members, and others, on the stamps of Malta. Members of the . 
panel are Dr. J.H. Mercieca, Dr. A. Bonnici and Dr. A. Ganado . 

. Finally the Secretacy informed thlat the Society expressed its thanks to the 
Postmaster General! for adopting some. of its suggestions at -the Vth Philateilic 
Exbiibition of Malta, 1974, in which it was hoped to reiinclude the section 
devoted to Literature. 

In conclusion, the congratulations of the Society were offered to twa members, 
Mr. A. Fenech and Mr. G. Said, _who WOI]. first and second place respectively for 
the.fr display at the above Exhibition. 

The Honor.\:try Treasurer, Mr. A.A. Cassar Torregiani, then delivered nis Fi
nancial Stateme•nt for the year ending on the Slst December, 1974. This ~:1owed 
a favourable ba'lance of £M69.37,5. 
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The following members were later on in the evening, elected to serve as 
Officers and on the Cornmitteei: 

President: 
Vice-President: 
Honorary Secretary: 

Dr. J.H. Mercieca 
Dr. A. Bonnici 
Dr. A. Ganado 
Mr. E. Collins Asst. Hon. Secretary: 

:Ffonorary Treasurer: Mr. A. A. Cassar Torregfa.nd 
Asst.. Hon. Treasurer and 
Exchange Branch Supt.: 
Editor - Newsletter: 
Asst. Ed:itor: 
Press Relations: 
Members: 

Mr. A. Fenech 
Mr. N. A. Cutajar 
Mr. S. Stanaway 
Mr. S. N. Bush 
Dr. A. Aquilina 
Mr. G. Said. 

The following motion, submitted by the Committee was passed. Deleite article 
9 of the Statute and substitute as: 

9 a. "If any member of the committee fui:ls to attend three consecutive meetings 
without requesting the Committee to be excused, he shall automatica.Iiy for
feit his seat, and the Committee sha1l at the earliest opportunity record 
this fact and inform such member that his app·oiintment has fapsed'." 

b. "Any vacancy occuring .in the Committee sham be filled by the remaining 
members of the Committee, first preference being. given to the membe!Ls wh<r 
at the fas!t. eiectlion polled the h1ghest number of votes. arnonig those who 
failed to geit elecited." 

It is opportune at this stage to poin\t out that under "Subscl.l.iption" i'Il the_ 
Statute publTshed fa. At.~tiUmn 197-4; article 14, the amount now reads "£Ml". 

The Pre9ide:nt, in- closfrng th·e meetirrg, thanked art the members, for their 
support during the past yelar and looked forward to their con!tinued attendance 
at future meetings of the Society. He aiso expressed lthe hope that ·.the Society 
would attract matny more, new members, to whom it eidtended a warm welcome. 

BOOK SEE.LEH, STATIONERS & PRINTERS 
(U.K. PAPERS - PERIODICALS) 
TOYS & SWEETS 
DELIVERY OF U.K. DAILY PAPERS ON REQUEST 

42 Mriehel Road, Mrienel, B'Kara 
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AMENDMENTS AND ADDITIONS TO THE PUBLISHED MEMBERSHIP LIST: 

ADDITIONS. 

103 Mr. A.J. Grech,, .2/37 Hug.hes Hallet Str., Sliema 
176 Ma:jor Clifford Cole, FRICS, Cryan, Sydenham Ro.ad, Chelten•harn, 

Glos., GL52 6 EA, England. 
177 Mr. A. Micallef Attard, Block V /1, 4 Luqa Rd., Tarxieh - 23993 
178 Sister M. Annunciata: Gatt, Welcome House, Sir : L. Preziosi 

Street, Floriana 
179 Mr. Mark Anthony Ferry, 31, Antonio Sciortino Street, Msida 
180 Mr. George M. Pace, "'St. Rita'', 21 Eldorado Street, Hamrun 

- 25398 
181 Mr. Anthony S. Schembri, 666/5 St. Joseph Roa:d, Hamrun 
182 Mr. Bernard A. McArthur Davis, O.B.E. 8/1 Alexandra Str. Sliema. 
183 Mr. S.J:E. Sloan, Sta. Maria Estate, Mellieha 
184 · Miss Sally Joan Lawrence, 2' San Anton Flats, Locker Str., Sliema. 
185 Mr. Eric John Lawrence, 2 San Anton Flats, Locker'Str., Sliema. 
186 Mr. R.C.B. Smith,. , 16 Rowley Close, Weybrid•ge, Surrf!y, Engl;rnd. 
187 ·Mrs. G.H. Mardilin1g, 2, Ca1puchins Road, KalkC\ra 
188 M~. Dennis Marriner, 8, Main St~eet, Attard ' - 41024 
189 Mr. La~rence Mu·scat, 1a St. Michael'.s Street, F>englea - 28824 
190 Miss S. Galea 9, Jubilee Esplanade•, Mgarr 
191 Mr. Alfred Caruana Ruggier, 186, St. Gajetans Street, Ha.mrun 
192 Mr. Kenneth H. Brewer, Tarabanka, High Ridge, St. Andrews 
193 Mr. Henry Borg, Bii<. 13, Flat 12, 'ivy Path, St. Lucia · 
194 Mr. Edward Collins, Villa Gloriana, Hope Str., Mosta - 45657 
195 Mr. Stahl Gerhard, Fl-9490 Vaduz, Bartlegrosch 5, Furstentum, 

· Liechtenstein: · 
196 Mr. Joseph Caruana Grech, 71, Brittania Street, Zurrieq 
197 Miss Doris Falzon, '"Clicia", St. Thomas Street, Rabat. 

113 

129 

136 
151 
1.60 

112 

- Al TER ADDRESS 

Mr. R.P. Turk 4 Berries Square, Na1xxar - 45532 

Mr. R.D. Middleihurst, 'i1Giffordi; Ballafesson Rd., · Port Erin, 
Isle of Man. 

Mr. l.M. Lishman San Pawl, tat-Targa, 'lirii'its of! Naxxa·r: 
Mr. c. Cilia "Bowie'', New Stre~t orff =rower Frci.; B'l<ari · 
Mr. S. StanaVl(ay, 3 Maryanne Flats, O.ld Raiiw~y · R'~ad, BC1izan. 

- DELETE (Deceased) 

Mr. L.A. Appelt; 139 Mrs. V. Ormiston; 157 Mr. A. -Bugeja. 
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- ADD TELEPHONE NUMBER 
64 Mr. J. Buttigieg - 23722 153 Miss M.E. Cassola - 42521 
123 Miss F. Zammit - 28868 156 Mr. G. Callus - 21120 
140 Mr .. L. Mifsud - 75 / 6161 162 Rev. A. Galea - 23681 
143 Or. A. Bonnici - 38437 165 Car.~t .. V. Light -'--- 35707 
149 Mr. 'F. Far'rugfa - 3944_8 166 Mr. D. Cutajar - 32997 
152 Gmdr. Sydney 101 Mr. J.E. Sullivan· 

N.Bus•h - 40503 (alter to _: 74184 

- MISCELLANEOUS 
115 Mr. Anthony Giordmaina, 3 St. Piu1s V Str., R·atbat. 74076' 
141 Miss M.S. Bowman, 5 Manoel Mansions, De Paule Ave'., Balzan 

40811 
142 . Mr. V. Bowman, 5 Manoel Ma•nsions, De Paule Ave:, Balian. 

40B11 
144 Mr. Carmei G. Bonavia; 148 Mr. Joseph Farrugia. 
158 Mr. Vincent Me·rcieca.; 167 Sgt Brian Kelly. 
170 Mrs. Mary M~fsud, 10 Ba11luta Buildings, St. Juliains. 

The Editor would bre very much obliged if membe~s wo·uld check· the,ir 
own detail•s as given in the lists, an'CJ! thus enable :him to· correct any dis
crepancies which may· have been madi?. · 

December Meeting - "Film Evening'' 

The spaci·ous Auditorium of t1he Catholic lnstiturte, Floriana, on Monday, 
2nd December, ·1974, wa•s the venue nf a successful "'Film Evening" featuring 
the stamps of the United Nations Postal Administration. The event was 
jointly organii.sed by the Phila.telic Society of il/lalta and the Hobbies Society, 
both of which cater for substantia~ number of stamp collectors in t!he Ma:l
tese Islands. The films were kindly lent for the occasion by the U.N.·P.A. 

A dis.play of U.N.P.A. pulblicity and informative material, including press
releases, folders and fold-outs, posters and ai cata:l'O·gue of U.N.P.A. lssu:es, 
was put on by members. The display attracted a· lot of atterition· and it 
was encouraging to ta•lk to a collector who had g·iven up nhe stamps orf the 
United Nations, a:nd decided co take diem uip again. 

, The President, Dr. J.H. Mercieca, addressed briefly the gathering .a•nd 
i!hanked Fr. Orr for ma•king availaible the Auditorium of the· Catiholic Institute, 
and Mr. Nick A. Cuta-jar, thmug.h whose initiative, the showing of the films 
was made possible. The filim!:i shown were: "Messenger-s orf Peace", 28-
minute armchair tour of -Che United Nations: Headquarters sh.owing. the Stamp 
Design Committee at work; "United Nations New York'' which described· 
the establishment 01f the United Nations Postal Administration and showed 
the printing procedures of the early issues. 

In conclusion, it is safe to note that both films were well received and 
points raised after, encouraged f.urther similar activities· for the future. 
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Malta Special Commemorative PostrryaPl<s 

CHRISTMAS 1974 

A special 30mm pictorial comrmernorative postmark for first day o.f issue 
facll.ities was employed! on t:he 22nd November 1974, at the Central Office 
and all Branch Post Offices in Malta and Gozo. The words '"L-EWWEL JUM 
TAL-HRUG", (First Day of Issue) am inscribed archeo~ In the upper half of 
the postmark. A "Cremonian'' tyipe of star adorns the centre, while the 
bottom part ca.rrie•s "(name· of orlifice) - MALTA", unclernea.th which is 
t'he. date "22 - XI - 1974". 
PHILATELIC TWINNAGE Firenze-Mdina 

As part af the 19th International Pliilatelic Meeting, organised by the 
"Circolo Filateli.co Fiorentino'" on ehe 23-24 November, 1974, a philatelic 
twin.na:ge cover was pre·pared, between Firenze (Italy) and Mdina (:Malta). 
The s;p.ecial cover, (fotdiing type), with a 5c Airmail Deffnitive sitamp in. the 
top-right corner, was. cancelled with a special maltese rectangv-1.ar ( 42, 
5 x 20mm) ha.ndsi:am:p. l'he handstamrp carried, ·in the' left part, the coat
·of-arms of the two cities underneath which are the res.pective names of 
th:e cities. The words ·"TEWMINAGG/FILATEUKU/23 - XI - 1974" were 
inscribed in the right hand section. A few centimetres fower than t:he Malta 
stamp, on a grey background, an Italian . stamp, the L. 40 showing i:he 
"Fontana ·dell'Oceano", (one af the second series of stamps showing lta.lian 
fountains. issued on the 9th Novembe·r, 1974) was aff.ixed. Tih.e· stamp wa:s 
cancelled with a pictorial handstamp reading "FIRENZE/C.P. /Servizzi. dis
ta.cc;ati/GEMELLAGGIO/FIRENZE/MALTA". 

Dr. Albert Schweitzer 

On January, 14th, 1975, a commemorative slogan cancellation. was us.e.d 
at th.e Mail Roomr,. Valletta, "to ma1r.k the birth Centenary 01f Dr. Albert 
Schweitzer. The slogan, whioh was to the left of the cancellation, reap 
"CENTINARJU/1875 - 14 ta' JAN - 1975" in the urpper part, wrhile in 
the lower part "DR ALBERT/SCHWEITZER". 

FROM,THE ANNUAL REPORT 1973/74 OF THE POST & TELEPHONES DEPT. 

The revenue co:l.lected du.ring the ye·ar exceeded expenditure by 
£M340,195. Comparative figure ·for the years 1971/72, 1972/73, 1973/74 
are g·iven ·hereunder: 

Revenue• 
·Ex pen di tu re 
Surplus 

1973/74 
£M1,014,990 

674,795 
£M340,195 

1972/73 
£M1 ,029,665 

660,900 
£M368,765 
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1971/72 
£M703,221 

665,857 
£M37,364 

(Contd. on page 14) 



Plate Blocks and Imprint Blocks on Maltese Stamps 

By Joe Farrugia 

The collecting 01f Plate & lmpri:nt blocks i·s becoming· over more pop
u1la•r, as it offers a new side-1.ine to iphilately. In th.is a11d subsequent 
issues, we shall try to establish a comprehensive Ii.st of. all' issl:l:es; Off 
Ma,lta's ·stamps, suibmitted 1b•y a member of our society, to-whom we are 

·indebted. Mr. Joe Farrugia assures us that he has in his pos,session, or 
seen himself, any mention of plate numbens; 

(the Editor) 
The h1ob;by Off colle•cting stamps in blocks of four, besides singles,- is· 

increasing everywh1ere, Malta being no exception. Many of us who collect 
Malta stamps in blocks, prefer to collect Plate Blocks or Imprint Blocks or· 
both. For thlos1e coHectors who never interested themselves in this type of 
hobby, perhaps it will be of some he.J<p .to try and expli:fih. what this s~de- -
line is about. 

Without going into a;ll the complicated details orf what happens· be
tween the time that the winner of a stamp desi·g·n .. competition is chosen 
an!d t!he actual sale of the same stamps from across i:he counters, it is 
enough to say tha1t dlif.ferent processes of pmdu·cti·on may be ado1pted to 
print these stamps. The main p~ocesses use1d are: Recess.-printing, Photo
gravure, Typography, Lithog:raiphy a1nd Defacryl. It is interesting to note 
that all th.ese processes were used, at some fime or other, in th1e prinn
ing of Maltese issues, by different printing firms. Whichever process is 
usled, a printing plate is always involved, by means of which the final 
printed sheet rs produced. This sheet may be composed of two or morn . 
Panes, and each of these panes is the a'ctual sheer that is sold from the 
counters. ln the majority of cases, all the panes 1lhat ma·ke up a printed 
sheet, are marked by numbers or letters or a; comib.i.na.tion oif both. Thlese 
markings are nearly a;lways fo-und in the bottom margin of each pane, 
either to the left or to the rig·ht. The lm1prinit, which i-s the name o,f the 
printers of the stamps, is alsq found in the bottom margin. Occasionally, 
plates are not marked' in nu.mber-s o·r letters, and we say that a•n un-nuim
bered plate has been used. In this case, we, plate-nU'mibe.r collec"bo.rs, refer 
"bo su-ch 1a case as plate,numiber 'nil' or 'none'. 1here are ailso cases when 
"bhe imprint is not printed. 

The Plate collector's aim is to acquire a comer block of stamps, from 
the bottom of each pane that ma1ke up !a printing sheet. Ea•ch orf these 
bloc.ks will have a different number or letter or both, and taken togeiDher 
will form a se•quence, which oorresponds to the n.umber o,f panes that 
make up the printnig sheet, from a particular printing pla.te. When stu,dly 
papers of? particular issues are being prepared, Plate corner bl·ocks are very 
helpful, and I woufd advise any collector possesising such blocks, es.pecia•lly 
of the earlier issues, not to break them up if they can help it, OT at least 
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~o try and exchange them f.or singles with other interested oollectors. 
The Imprint collector's main concern is to obtain a block of four or 

mof.ei stamps from the hottorn Q!f one of the panes, on the ma1rg·in of which, 
Uhe printer's· name is shown in fol>!. . 

·Many converts to plate collecting,, conveni·ently, started their coHe:ction 
with the first Decimal Coinage issue of Ma'Y 1972. Others t601k their year 
of departure 1964, with the Independence i1ssue, while the real hunters g·o. 
back even further: Queen Elizabeth 11, with the Coronation issue of June 
1953; King George VI with. the Coronation i·ss-ue of May 1937. To satisfy 
1bioth 'old' and 'new' colleceors of plate n.umbens, I shall endeavour to g•ive 
a:s much information as possible, s•tarting from all issues of 1974, aRd 
g·oing back, ye?.r by year, U'P to 1937. A;s new Malta stamps are iss1ue·d, 
information about plate num:6ers will be ~nse•rted with each future issue o~ 
·this magazine, which we, h·ope, under our new energetic editor, Mr. N. 
Cutajar, will be issued regularly. 

Natur.a:lly, the Editor. needs the help of all of us and this. is exact~y 
what prompted me to write this 'humible .contrihution; This is my first try 
at writing for ou.r magazine, and most probably, I shall commit errors and 
r:eceive' des•ervei'.l~J:iticism, but pleaise, at least, put your criticism in writing 
to the Edito·r, who will be nl·Ore than glad to receive it and :publish it in 
our magazine. That way all of us will •benefit and learn miore about ou:r 
hobby. Before I close, I. would' like to forward a s'Ll'ggestion· to ou.r newly 
elected committee. How albci<ut inviting someone from "Printex Ltd., Malta'.', 
the printers of Malta stamps •since nhe Europa: issue of 1972, to· give us 
a lecture on how Malta stamps aire produ•ce·d, (or perhaps· a visit)? 

PLATE AND IMPRINT BLOCKS - 1974 

Prominent Maltese Personalities (12th January) 
Pla;te/Pane numbers: There are three panes for e·ach value. All plate. n:um
bers are under th·e first stam1p, of the bottom row . 

1c3, 3c, 5c, 7c5 & 10c= 
1 Ax 3 up to, and including 1 C x 3. 

Imprint Blocks: The printer's name 'P.RfNTEX LIMITED MALTA' is: under the 
la1st two stamps, of. the bottom row. An Imprint block of four would a;'.so 
include the traffic lig·hts, or colour checks, whioh are ·on the rig:ht siqe 
margin, to the last stamp. 

Air Mail Definitives (30th March) 
Plate/Pane numbers: There iare th.ree Panes tor' eaich value. All Plate num
bers are under the first and second stamps oif the bottom row. 

3c, 4c, 5c, 7c5, 20c, 25c & 35c= 
1 Ax 5 up to, and including 1 C x 5 

Imprint Sleeks: The printer's name "PRINTEX LIMITED MALTA" is shown 
under the iS<st stamp of rhe bottom row. An imprint block of four sta.m1ps 
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wculd also include the col·our checks, which are on the right,hand margin, 
next to the last stamp and the: one above it. 

Europ<i (13th July) 

Taking issues in a reverse order, as we are proposing to do, this will 
be the first set that we come acros1si which was issued in small s:heets o~ 
ten stamps each. The 1 c3 and the 5c sheetlets are in a hori~ontal format, 
while the 3c and thei 7c5 values are printed in vertical f.ormari: .. From. a stu:diy 
of all the Panes of the values issued, I think that the printing sheet was 
made up of thirty-six panes, that is nine panes per valu:e, and each pane 
being a sheetlet. l arrived at this conclusion a:fter a study of all the perfo
rations . along the. m.argin:s•, cutting lines where they ·still showed, and 
especially the watermark. I would appreciate: the opinion oif ·other collectors 
about this. 

Plate/Pane numbers: Them are nine Panes for each value. For the 1 c3 and 
5c sheetlets, the plate numbers1 are under the middle stamp of the bottom 
row. Since the bottom row consists of three staimps only, f.or those who 
do not wa:nt to buy whole srheetlets, a blpck qf four from the bott:om le:ft
hand corner, would also indude the Plate numbers. For uhe 3c and the 7c5 
she3tlets, the Plate i:ium:t:Jers a~e ur1der the first stamp o:f the bottom row . 

.. ..; . . "_' 

1 c3, 3c, 5c & 7c5 
\. . ~-

1Ax3 up to, and including 11x3. 

lrnprint Blacks: The printer's name "PRINTEX LIMITED MALTA'' is und~r · 
the last stamp of the bottom row in the 1 c3 and 5c sheetlets, and under 
t!he last two stamps in t!he 3c and 7c5 sh.eetl'ets .An Imprint block offour 
from the 1 c3 and 5c values will alsor include the Plate number, but not the 
colour checks, which are in the torp right hand margin. An Imprint block o·f 
four from the 3c and 7c5 values will include the colour checks ibut not the 
Plate numbers. 

Centenary of ths· Univers.al Postal Union (20th September) 

Besides the "f.o~·r·. v'alues,' in Panes. o( fifty stamlps, a miniature shee·t 
incorporating the fo•u1r v.a:lues, wcis· also; issued, hut no Palte numbers are 
involved in its printing. 

P!ate/P<:lne numbers: There are four panes for each value. All Plate numbers 
are found under the first stamp orf the bottom row. · 

1c3, 5c, 7c5 & 50c= 
1A x 3 upto, and including. 1Dx3. 

Imprint Blocks: '"PRINTEX LTD. MALTA'' is found under the last stamp in 
the bottom row. T:he word "LIMITED'' is abbreviated in this issue. A.n Im
print block of four would alsor include the colour checks, which are next to 
the last stamp in the right hand margin. 
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Chris:tmas (22nd November) 

For this issue, no miniature sheets were printed. ~here were three 
Panes o•f fifty stamps each fo.r ea:oh value. 

Plate/Pane numbers: All p[ate number.s are found under the first stamp, in 
the 'bottom row. 

8m+2m, 3c+1c, 5c+1c & 75+1c5= 
1 Ax 4 up to, and including 1C x 4. 

Imprinted Blocks: ''PRINTEX LTD. MALTA" is again fo.und under the last 
sta:mp, in each bottom rnw. An Imprint block 01f. four stamps also inclu:de'S 
the traffic lights, whicth are foun1dl next to the las11 stamp and the one aibove 
it in the right hand margin. 

The Stamp & Coin Centre 

Specializing in all Mint Maltese Issues to date 

Gold Coins & Silver Co1ins 

Wante:d to buy as aboi\/e 

THE STAM:P & COIN CENTRE 
(formerlY "READER'S BOOKSHOP") 

ALFRED PACE BELLIZZI 

115, ST. JOHN'S STREET 

VALLETTA - MALTA Tel: 26164 
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FROM UNDER THE HAMMER OF HARMER'S 
One of th.e aidveAtages ottered by major Auction Haus.es is the 

posstbility of grou1ping in one sale, coll'ections of a substantial value and 
which compl:ement each other to offer to the buyers compreherisive sielec
tinns spann.in.g whole ·Olf a country's philately. 

Undoubtedly, one of the best examples of what we have said, was 
furnished by the. sale orf Malta, the Cape o~ Good Hope and the British 
Coml'.)11onwealth, of the renowned H.R. Harmer Ltd., between 1Jhe 9th and 
11;t:h December, 1·974. This three-day sale brougiht £51,200. Two V\lSt col
lecti·ons by wetil known philatelists, Messrs. A.G. Carpenter and C.A. 
Warren, which represented in ·one day the wh'ole span of Maltese 1pihilartely, 
set new price levels with a total of £22,100. 

In the Malta sal'e, 287 lots were oMered' under the hammer, and these 
comprised, pre-ad!h.esive material ( 69 lots); Greait Britain used in Malta (74 
lots); 1860-1.884, ~d yellow, firs·t Malta stamp (-55 lots). Prices have been 
excellent, especially for superior items. We g:ive here some of the most 
significant prices: (Prices in braokets are for the estimate di or catalogue 
value} 

Lot 1, 1759, letter .to France with clear "MARSEILLE" and "'DE MAL
THE'' handstamps, fine (£75 to £100) - £420. 
Lot 18. 1823, a front to En.gland showing the scarce "MALT A/ AU 
29/1823/F'' marking in green, a little soiled, (£20) - £105. 
Lot 16. 1820 officer's letter addressed to Essex inscribed in MS ''By H.M. 
Packet Lady Wellington" and with black framed 'MAt1'A' in fancy capitals 
and 'PAID·' above, the letter mis-sent to Carlisle aind wi1Jh circular dated 
Carlisle mileage mark, a little wiled, (£20 to £30) - £150. 
Lot 31. 183'9 letter to livorno, black "MALTA POST( OFFICE" and arrival 
datestarnps, the letter with fold and a few small stains (£20 £30) - £70. 
Lot 40. 1841 letter 1Jo Marseille, black "MALTA POST OFFICE'' mcirking, 
fine but horizontal told, (£40 to £50) - £130. ' 
Lot 48. 1841 wrapper to Palermo with "MALT'A POST O·FflCE" in black, 
re:d oval framed "VAPORl/DA MALTA" and Me5'Sina and Paformo date" 
stamps, a few s·mall.sta:ins and fold, (£75'. to £100) ....,.. £230. 
Lot 58. 1862, a mourning envelope adldressed ta England sh'owing a goo1d 
strike of the octagonal "MALTA/MB/AP 30/62" marking, the env.elope a 
little damaged at top-left corner and stained at top, (£40 to £50) ....:.... £105. 
Lot 75. 1 d rose-red, the collection of plate numbers, all different plates in 
pairs or strips, chiefly fair to fine, (bearing the "A25" cancel), (£100 to 
£125} - £380. 
Lot 98. 2/- brown, clearly cancelled, fine but for a few small perforation 
repairs; '"A25" cancel. (cat £170) -• £190. 

Lot 103. ~d Plate 19 well tied tai letter ·with an "A25" obliteration, to Sira, 
slightly stained and horizontal fold, scarce, (£40 to £60) - £1'45. 
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MALTA - 19,75 _Progra1111TJe of#e~ Jssues . 
According to' t~e,' o~&i~I p'rogra~m~ for 1975:·' pubiis·h~d in' ;,Th~ M:~lta 

Stamp", N.8, officiah bulletin of the Malta Philatelic • .Bureaiu, five .spe:cial 
issues are plannecj for the year. In Janua_ry, the set to. mark -Vhe '"Interna
tional Women's Year 1975'' was scheduled for release, but 1t 1s now c~r
tain that the set will not be released before March, during which yet .an
other issue was schedule•d for release. 

Through" an official release it, is now learned chat. the first, issue of the 
year will be one to ma~k the birth of the Republic of Malta,. which will be 
issued on the 31st March, 1975. The is.sue will contajn vhree. values, who•se 
respective cl!esig·ns will~ feature: 1 c3,. the swearing-in of. the Prirne Minister 
lb.y the first Pres.ident of t;he Republic in the presence of vhe Speaker of the 
House of Representa.tives. The cerer:nony vyas ;hefd in the Hall of the. Grand 
Council o:f the Order of St. John .in the Magisterici.I Palace, Valletta. 5c -
depipts .the National Flag cf Malta. 25c ---, reproduces the scene from the 
Palace 13alcony from where the President of Malta.. Sir. Anthony Mamo 
addressed th_e public after the .swearing-in ceremony .. Also. sihown .are the 
Prime IVHnister and the Minister of Justice and Parliamentary affairs. .The 
two scenes -on the 1 c3 ancl 25c values, are shown 01ver the National flag, 
with an appropriate Legend. The stamps have been de.signed by 'Chev. 
Emvin Cremona. 1 ( 

The ot;her issues in the programme fqr 1975· are as . .follows: the "Inter
national Women's Yea•1' 1975'', an issue tor Eumpa, 1975,', another, .for .the 
"European Archite.ctural Heritage Year 1975" and the 'Chdstmas·· issue, it i:S 
hoped, will close the programme for the year. Due to the. changes tha•t had 
to be\ made in the prog:ramme, it is not yet pos·sible to advise our readers 
of the dates of issues O·f the .above proposied is1su_es. 

(Contd. from pagre 8) 
Phiin:elic Sales 

The revenue from philatelic sales totalled £M454,000. Hereunde:r are 
comparative resuts for the last five years. 
Year 1969/70 1970/71 1971/72 1972/73 1973/74 
~ale:S £M244,000 £M184,000 £M190,000 £M475,000 £M.454,000 

Christme:.s Stamps Surcharge 
The 1973 Christmas issue was issued with a small 1surcharge, whioh 

.produced £M6,824 Which were distributed among Chile! Welfare Organ
isations. (Last year's Christmas issue produced £M8,906). Following this 
year's (1974) pulblicity campain for the use of Christmas stamps, it is ex
pected. that Christmas 1974 will ·produce an increase in fund's collected from 
the surcharge. 

Mail Service 
The number of postal articles handled by the Post Office in 1973 

amounted to 30,600,000 against 37,100,000 in 1972. 
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SAID MALT A ST AMP 

AND COIN CATALOGUE 
The 1975 Edition of this 218 page Catalogue gives:

* A fufi postal history of Malta. 
* Actual size illustrations of all stamps issued. · 
* Reproductions of all cancellations, .from 

pre-adhesives to present day; · 
* Complete listing of major varieties .. 
* Updating of prices. 

The COINS SECTION includes:-

* Full information and illustrations of Malta Gold, 
Silver and base metal sets. . · 

* The listing of all Currency Notes-issued by the 
Government. of Malta. 

* Contemporary numismatic issues of -the· Sovereign 
Military Order of Malta in Rome. 

Price:' 68 cents. · 

EMMANUEL SA.ID 
MALTA STAMPS AND COINS . 

32, BRITANNIA STREET, 
P~ 0. Box 345, 

VALLETTA- MALTA. 

Please write to us for our free Price-List 

and inclusion in our Mailing List. 
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"PHILATELIC TERMS ILLUSTRATED" 

This is an invaluable aid to t!he keen stamp collec1Jor - whether be
ginner or experienced philatelist. lt·describ&l and illustrates IN COLOUR all 
-nhe principal .printing methods, papers, tyipes of stamps, errors, varietie~, 
watermarks, perforations,, etc., ,a stamp. collector. is going 100 nee•d to know 
about to gain fuH enjoyme,r:it from hi's hobby. 

Such is the introduction to the Hobby Guide pu~lished hy Stanley 
Gibbons Ltd., and compile-di by Russell Bennett and James Watson. Readers 
of this magazine may remember t!he article which appeared iri the last issue, 
describing major varieties of paper and numlbering twelve. In this book t!here 
are 34! Did you know, for instance, that in 1919, Latvia issued stamps· on 
pa1per intended fo.r th•e manufacture: of cigra:ettes? Watermarks arre1 illus
trated, in colour, and there are 12 of these. Perforations are dealt with at 
length, including Roulette, and these number 30 in all. This book is a 
MUST for all collectors, and .priced at £1 sterling is exceedingly good va 1ue 
for money. 

s. s. 

The "SAID MALTA STAMP, & COIN CATALOGUE 1975" 

The publication orf yet another edition of this catalog.ue adds another 
landmark to the firm's cherisbed achievements over these last five years. 
From a humble birth, the sixth edition now reaches a very high level of 
sophistication so appreciated by today's collector. Containe·d in over two 
hundred page·s, we have at our finger tips, the whole span of Maltese 
philately, weU researche·d and presented in •handy_ se·ctions, such as the 
various reigns, postage dues, Booklets, Aerogrammes, Official ·Postal Sta
tionery, pre-adhesive cancellations, "Specimens", Lazzeretto marks, Great 
Britain used in Malta, Handistami:;l Cancellations as well as Machine slo· 
gans, ard Major varieties. . 

In this year's edition, the Variety Section has been revised and the 
listing has now been restricted to major and substantial errors. Thus minor 
flaws o:f printing, so common these days through o:iifs.et printing have bee:n 
shelved, bringing the catalog.ue "in line with the current trend". 

Collecto1rs using "Yvert Tellier'' or "Stanley Giibbons" catalogues, will 
benefit from the cross-reference a'd 1Jhe back, while numismatics, have a 
wh·ole section devoted to their interests. 

N.A.C. 

When replying to advertisers please mention "The P.S.M.: MAGAZINE''. 
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THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
OF MALTA 

Tho Privi;eges of membership are: 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Our own quality magazine conta'ning articles and news of general in
terest to members and collectors. 

Monthly meeting from October 'to June. 

An Exchang.~ Branch, using specially prepared society booklets through 
which every member is invited to buy or sell. 

An Expert Committee for the examination oii stamps. 

Beginners, medium and advenced collectors alike enjoy and profit from 

Membership of the only PHILATELIC SOCIETY in Matla. 

Annual Supscription: 

Malta ... £M1 

Applications from: 

The Hon. Secretary 

Dr. A. Ganado, 

1, Scots Street, 

Valletta - Malta. 

Overseas: £1.14 s'::erling. 
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