
Plate Blocks and Imprint Blocks on Maltese Stamps 

By Joe Farrugia 

The collecting 01f Plate & lmpri:nt blocks i·s becoming· over more pop­
u1la•r, as it offers a new side-1.ine to iphilately. In th.is a11d subsequent 
issues, we shall try to establish a comprehensive Ii.st of. all' issl:l:es; Off 
Ma,lta's ·stamps, suibmitted 1b•y a member of our society, to-whom we are 

·indebted. Mr. Joe Farrugia assures us that he has in his pos,session, or 
seen himself, any mention of plate numbens; 

(the Editor) 
The h1ob;by Off colle•cting stamps in blocks of four, besides singles,- is· 

increasing everywh1ere, Malta being no exception. Many of us who collect 
Malta stamps in blocks, prefer to collect Plate Blocks or Imprint Blocks or· 
both. For thlos1e coHectors who never interested themselves in this type of 
hobby, perhaps it will be of some he.J<p .to try and expli:fih. what this s~de- -
line is about. 

Without going into a;ll the complicated details orf what happens· be­
tween the time that the winner of a stamp desi·g·n .. competition is chosen 
an!d t!he actual sale of the same stamps from across i:he counters, it is 
enough to say tha1t dlif.ferent processes of pmdu·cti·on may be ado1pted to 
print these stamps. The main p~ocesses use1d are: Recess.-printing, Photo­
gravure, Typography, Lithog:raiphy a1nd Defacryl. It is interesting to note 
that all th.ese processes were used, at some fime or other, in th1e prinn­
ing of Maltese issues, by different printing firms. Whichever process is 
usled, a printing plate is always involved, by means of which the final 
printed sheet rs produced. This sheet may be composed of two or morn . 
Panes, and each of these panes is the a'ctual sheer that is sold from the 
counters. ln the majority of cases, all the panes 1lhat ma·ke up a printed 
sheet, are marked by numbers or letters or a; comib.i.na.tion oif both. Thlese 
markings are nearly a;lways fo-und in the bottom margin of each pane, 
either to the left or to the rig·ht. The lm1prinit, which i-s the name o,f the 
printers of the stamps, is alsq found in the bottom margin. Occasionally, 
plates are not marked' in nu.mber-s o·r letters, and we say that a•n un-nuim­
bered plate has been used. In this case, we, plate-nU'mibe.r collec"bo.rs, refer 
"bo su-ch 1a case as plate,numiber 'nil' or 'none'. 1here are ailso cases when 
"bhe imprint is not printed. 

The Plate collector's aim is to acquire a comer block of stamps, from 
the bottom of each pane that ma1ke up !a printing sheet. Ea•ch orf these 
bloc.ks will have a different number or letter or both, and taken togeiDher 
will form a se•quence, which oorresponds to the n.umber o,f panes that 
make up the printnig sheet, from a particular printing pla.te. When stu,dly 
papers of? particular issues are being prepared, Plate corner bl·ocks are very 
helpful, and I woufd advise any collector possesising such blocks, es.pecia•lly 
of the earlier issues, not to break them up if they can help it, OT at least 
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~o try and exchange them f.or singles with other interested oollectors. 
The Imprint collector's main concern is to obtain a block of four or 

mof.ei stamps from the hottorn Q!f one of the panes, on the ma1rg·in of which, 
Uhe printer's· name is shown in fol>!. . 

·Many converts to plate collecting,, conveni·ently, started their coHe:ction 
with the first Decimal Coinage issue of Ma'Y 1972. Others t601k their year 
of departure 1964, with the Independence i1ssue, while the real hunters g·o. 
back even further: Queen Elizabeth 11, with the Coronation issue of June 
1953; King George VI with. the Coronation i·ss-ue of May 1937. To satisfy 
1bioth 'old' and 'new' colleceors of plate n.umbens, I shall endeavour to g•ive 
a:s much information as possible, s•tarting from all issues of 1974, aRd 
g·oing back, ye?.r by year, U'P to 1937. A;s new Malta stamps are iss1ue·d, 
information about plate num:6ers will be ~nse•rted with each future issue o~ 
·this magazine, which we, h·ope, under our new energetic editor, Mr. N. 
Cutajar, will be issued regularly. 

Natur.a:lly, the Editor. needs the help of all of us and this. is exact~y 
what prompted me to write this 'humible .contrihution; This is my first try 
at writing for ou.r magazine, and most probably, I shall commit errors and 
r:eceive' des•ervei'.l~J:iticism, but pleaise, at least, put your criticism in writing 
to the Edito·r, who will be nl·Ore than glad to receive it and :publish it in 
our magazine. That way all of us will •benefit and learn miore about ou:r 
hobby. Before I close, I. would' like to forward a s'Ll'ggestion· to ou.r newly 
elected committee. How albci<ut inviting someone from "Printex Ltd., Malta'.', 
the printers of Malta stamps •since nhe Europa: issue of 1972, to· give us 
a lecture on how Malta stamps aire produ•ce·d, (or perhaps· a visit)? 

PLATE AND IMPRINT BLOCKS - 1974 

Prominent Maltese Personalities (12th January) 
Pla;te/Pane numbers: There are three panes for e·ach value. All plate. n:um­
bers are under th·e first stam1p, of the bottom row . 

1c3, 3c, 5c, 7c5 & 10c= 
1 Ax 3 up to, and including 1 C x 3. 

Imprint Blocks: The printer's name 'P.RfNTEX LIMITED MALTA' is: under the 
la1st two stamps, of. the bottom row. An Imprint block of four would a;'.so 
include the traffic lig·hts, or colour checks, whioh are ·on the rig:ht siqe 
margin, to the last stamp. 

Air Mail Definitives (30th March) 
Plate/Pane numbers: There iare th.ree Panes tor' eaich value. All Plate num­
bers are under the first and second stamps oif the bottom row. 

3c, 4c, 5c, 7c5, 20c, 25c & 35c= 
1 Ax 5 up to, and including 1 C x 5 

Imprint Sleeks: The printer's name "PRINTEX LIMITED MALTA" is shown 
under the iS<st stamp of rhe bottom row. An imprint block of four sta.m1ps 
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wculd also include the col·our checks, which are on the right,hand margin, 
next to the last stamp and the: one above it. 

Europ<i (13th July) 

Taking issues in a reverse order, as we are proposing to do, this will 
be the first set that we come acros1si which was issued in small s:heets o~ 
ten stamps each. The 1 c3 and the 5c sheetlets are in a hori~ontal format, 
while the 3c and thei 7c5 values are printed in vertical f.ormari: .. From. a stu:diy 
of all the Panes of the values issued, I think that the printing sheet was 
made up of thirty-six panes, that is nine panes per valu:e, and each pane 
being a sheetlet. l arrived at this conclusion a:fter a study of all the perfo­
rations . along the. m.argin:s•, cutting lines where they ·still showed, and 
especially the watermark. I would appreciate: the opinion oif ·other collectors 
about this. 

Plate/Pane numbers: Them are nine Panes for each value. For the 1 c3 and 
5c sheetlets, the plate numbers1 are under the middle stamp of the bottom 
row. Since the bottom row consists of three staimps only, f.or those who 
do not wa:nt to buy whole srheetlets, a blpck qf four from the bott:om le:ft­
hand corner, would also indude the Plate numbers. For uhe 3c and the 7c5 
she3tlets, the Plate i:ium:t:Jers a~e ur1der the first stamp o:f the bottom row . 

.. ..; . . "_' 

1 c3, 3c, 5c & 7c5 
\. . ~-

1Ax3 up to, and including 11x3. 

lrnprint Blacks: The printer's name "PRINTEX LIMITED MALTA'' is und~r · 
the last stamp of the bottom row in the 1 c3 and 5c sheetlets, and under 
t!he last two stamps in t!he 3c and 7c5 sh.eetl'ets .An Imprint block offour 
from the 1 c3 and 5c values will alsor include the Plate number, but not the 
colour checks, which are in the torp right hand margin. An Imprint block o·f 
four from the 3c and 7c5 values will include the colour checks ibut not the 
Plate numbers. 

Centenary of ths· Univers.al Postal Union (20th September) 

Besides the "f.o~·r·. v'alues,' in Panes. o( fifty stamlps, a miniature shee·t 
incorporating the fo•u1r v.a:lues, wcis· also; issued, hut no Palte numbers are 
involved in its printing. 

P!ate/P<:lne numbers: There are four panes for each value. All Plate numbers 
are found under the first stamp orf the bottom row. · 

1c3, 5c, 7c5 & 50c= 
1A x 3 upto, and including. 1Dx3. 

Imprint Blocks: '"PRINTEX LTD. MALTA'' is found under the last stamp in 
the bottom row. T:he word "LIMITED'' is abbreviated in this issue. A.n Im­
print block of four would alsor include the colour checks, which are next to 
the last stamp in the right hand margin. 

11 



Chris:tmas (22nd November) 

For this issue, no miniature sheets were printed. ~here were three 
Panes o•f fifty stamps each fo.r ea:oh value. 

Plate/Pane numbers: All p[ate number.s are found under the first stamp, in 
the 'bottom row. 

8m+2m, 3c+1c, 5c+1c & 75+1c5= 
1 Ax 4 up to, and including 1C x 4. 

Imprinted Blocks: ''PRINTEX LTD. MALTA" is again fo.und under the last 
sta:mp, in each bottom rnw. An Imprint block 01f. four stamps also inclu:de'S 
the traffic lights, whicth are foun1dl next to the las11 stamp and the one aibove 
it in the right hand margin. 

The Stamp & Coin Centre 

Specializing in all Mint Maltese Issues to date 

Gold Coins & Silver Co1ins 

Wante:d to buy as aboi\/e 

THE STAM:P & COIN CENTRE 
(formerlY "READER'S BOOKSHOP") 

ALFRED PACE BELLIZZI 

115, ST. JOHN'S STREET 

VALLETTA - MALTA Tel: 26164 

12 


