
I he Postal Se1vices a ne/ the the U.P. U. 
The es:tabl!ishment orf the post office and the postal services are not 

just a century and a half old, as many may be inclined to believe, for 
even in Scriptural times, there already existed arrangements for the qukk 
carrying and deilivery of messages from remCJite pa!its to d1fferen1t chief 
towns of the times. GoLng through the Scripture, one finds numerous refe
rences to primitive postal systems and amongst these we find a quotation 
by Job that his days were fle,eing away swi.If1ter than "a post". Yet ano~..her 
reference thalt ''One post shall run to meeic another and one messenger to 
meet another, to show the K:ing of Babylon tlhat his cfic'Y is 1la,l\len at one 
end" is to be found in Jeremiah, chapter 51. 

Cyrus the Great had a compler~e system of messengers. Saddled horses 
stood ready at a: day's journ3y 3!part <to carry him tldtngs from the remo-

. test par1ts of his empire. All the ewr1ier pos~tal systems were intended pri
mari:ly for the transmission of g.ovemment reports. Pr:ivate persons de
pended on srpeoial messengel'S or enrtrusted the!r eommunicaJtions to travel
lers going that way. The emperor Diocletian is praised for permitting 
government couriers to carry letters for private persons. Charlemagne 
mGllintaJined a poS1ta1 service bet,ween the larger ait\ies for his vast empire. 
The earHer Un:versities of Europe appear to have had postal systems of 
their o.wn. Beginning with the thirteenth century, the University of Paris 
had a regular sysA~m of carry;:ng let<ters1 and moneys £or i'ts students to 
an::l from all Palits of the civilised world. 

The early h1troduotlion of the publ1ic ·pos1tal system is usually attribut
ed to France. A public system o£ posts was £ounded on June 9th, 1464 by 
an edti.ct of Louis XI. 

In Great Britain, in 1591, Queen EHzGlibeth issued a proclamation pro
hlbi'~iong the transfer o£ ie1lters hettween countni1es except by authorised 
mes•s,engers. With the access,ion of James I to the 'l:'hrone, commun:ca·tions 
between England and Scotland hecame more £requent. In the year 1603 the 
l'awful char:ge for horses for the use of those riding post haste was fiXJed 
at two and a half pence a mile. The keeper of each post was required to 
have no less than two hors.:~s in readiness £or the conveyance of govern
ment dispatch'es. These letters were not to be detained at any post more 
than a quarter of an hour. In 1635 a public post was established to between 
London and .Edt~nburgh. At the same tti.me other routes were estabil:i<shed to 
Wales, Ireland and to other paTts of England, in all eight main routes. 

In 1680 a London merchant, Wilram Docl\jwra, initiated the "London 
Penny Posit". This service extended from Hackney to Lam!beth and £rom 
Blackwell to Westminster. In 1784 a system of conveyance of letters by 
means of mai:Y coaches was put into operation. The next great impro·ve
ment was the postal re£nrm of the period< from 1836 to 1842. 

The Act of 1839, by which the Treasury established a uniform penny 
rate for the whole of Great Britain was a direct result of the pamphlet "Post 
Office Reform" by Rowland Hill. He advocatled a uniform penny postage 
throughout the United Kingdom so as to collect a revenue which would at 



least cover the averwge cost of pos•tage of a; sd.ngle letter. His plan proved 
quite successful and ~esuLted in an incr.ease in the volume of letters and 
a su:bsequent increase of revenue. 

Later on the n~neteenth century the esJahlishment of other pos,tal. sys
tems in the domin:ons, in Almerica and in Europe followed each other in 
quick succession. 

It was in 1874 tha~t an international congress was held in Boeme for 
the purpose of unifying tht efforts of the different existing postal systems 
and create a postal union and hus Universal Postal Union came into be
ing. One of the ch~ef promoters was a German postmaster by the name of 
Dr. He•inrich Stephan. 

Th~s newly cre·a~ted postal union :began to organise congresses for its 
members, which were held in different capi•uals of member states, through
out 'the world and up to the year 1969, s•iX!teen congresses have been held 
during the hundred years of its existence. The first congress a£ter its 
founda~ion, wa:s held in Parls C.n 1878. Busi:ness connected Wlith the improve
ment of the. postal services we]}e discussed and resolutions, to be laJter 
adopted by its memibers were ttaken. We find thart; at the first congress, the 
int•ernationa1 parcel po·st was established and at the seventh Congress 
heM in Madr:Ud in 1920, the postal franking machines, ~a-lready in use• in 
New Zealand sinc.e 1905) were gener:ally adopted by the U.P.U. 

For the sa1ke of uniformity and expediency the U.P.U. recommended, 
not to say laid d•own, differenrt colours of stamps for franking letters to 
different destinations and we find that the ~d green stamp or its equivalent 
in the currencies of other membe·r countries were to be used for local 
postage whereas the 2:}d in blue co}our or its equivalent were to be used 
on ·letters destined for overseas countries .. This arrangement was discon
tinued before the srtart of the s.econd World War. 

Another importam resolut>ion adopted by the postal administratdons 
throughout the U.P.U. is that each mm1her sta:e shouLd send three srpee~
mens of every stamp, or set of stamps, postal sltationery, reply coupons, 
etc., issued by every country to the postal administrat:ons of every member 
state. 

In 1909 the monument in memory of the foundatlion of the U.P.U was 
inaugura.ted at Berne and <his was the work of the artist Monsieur Rene 
de Sculnt M>arceaux. 

It -is eerta~nly worthy of mention that Mail.ta was amongst the first to 
join 'the U.P.U. dn the year 1875, followed by Gibraltar in 1876. 

The firsi: set of postage stamps with a U.P.U. theme W!as that issued 
by SwJtzerland on July 2nd, 1900, to commemora.te the 25th Anniversarry 
of the foundation of the Union. This country, vary aptly, as it houses on 
Ls terrdtory the offic::al seat of the Un;•on, aglali:n commemora•ted the 5oth 
Anniversary in 1924 with a set of three stamps in 1949, and in 1974 the 
c,entenary with anothe·r set of three stamps. In fact Switzerland rs the only 
country to have commemorated, a:t twenty-fdve years intervals, .the jiUibdlees 
of the Union. 



Up to the end of the first World War, when different countries, it 
seems, had not yet woken up to the great possibihties of the postage stamp 
as a means of propaganda as W•cll a•s a source of revenue, the first s:ix Con
gr.esses of the Universal Postal Union were left to pass philatelically "un
honoured and unsung", whereas all fol:lowing ones from the seventh, held 
in 1920 at Madrid to •the sixteenih held in 1969 in Tokyo have all been 
duly commemorated by a st1amp or a set of stamps. Amongst these are in
cluded three rar.e and experu.ve sets of stamps of Sweden for the eight 
Congress, which incidentally was issued along w~:.th another set of the same 
number of stamps to mark the 50th Anniv·ersary of the U.P.U. The set of 
1929 of Grer,rt; Britain to ma•rk the 9th Congress has been registering fan
tastic rises in vaJrue and no doubt has a hrin:aut future. 

In 1949 the· 75th Anni•versary of the Foundatlion of the U.P.U. was 
phi1atelically commemorated by iaH member countries a:nd a truly omnibus 
issue celebrated the event The first centenary O:f the U.P.U. fell in 1974 
and this yet more .important event has heen befittingly commemorated by 
member countries. and an omn.i!bus issue celebra',ed the event. 

Thus the Universal Pos:tal Union wa•s one hundred y.ea,rs old last year 
and I venture to state tha.t it is ·One of the oLdest, if not rthe oldest !in
ternational organization in existence; a Living monument to true collabora
tion and goodwill of peop:e of different races, languages and creeds, con
tinually doing a sterling serv:ce to the many millions of people through
out the vastness of our terrestf!ia:l globe. 

Dr. J.H. Mercieea. 
':' In part vhis a1,t1icle is based on material published in the consolidated 

Encyclopedia, 193'9. 

DR. K. CLOUGH'S VISIT TO MALTA 
The monthly meeting of the Society for May was different from the usual 

meeting in that for the occaS<ion we had a ,guest speaker who also dispLay
ed his spedaLsed and vast collecJon of Maha. Dr. Kenneth Clough comes 
from the vicinity of Manchester and he is no new corner to Malta·, having 
served here in 1945 as. a Naval Medical Officer at Manoel Island and has 
since then visited Malta on four occasions. 

It was during h:s stay in Malta in 1945 that he took a fancy for Malta 
stamps which he sta•rted collecting in earnest and in which he has main
tained an unaba1ted interest up to the pres.ent day. 

Dr. Cllowgh is a founder memiber of the Ma['ta. Study Crcle, and in this 
connection, the President of the Society, Dr. J.H. Merci·eca, in a welcoming 
speech before the meeting, held on Monday, 5th May, 1975, expressed 
pleasure in welcoming ''amongst us members of the circle as I feel that 
these contacts between the two soc:eties serve to further strenghten the 
ties of friendship and collaibora1t:on betwe.en us". 

Dr. Clough has exhibited pal'lts. of his Ma1ta collection at various Exhi
bitions in the United Kingdom. In 1970, he won a s'ilver.gilt meda:l for his 
entry of Ma1ta Proofs and Specimens a1t tke British Philatelic Exhibirt'ion. 
For the same entry he won a silver medal at Philympia in the same year. 


