
International Anniversaries 1973 (6th. October) 
Pl~te/Pane numbers: The.re are four Panes to each Printing Sheet for each 
valu.e. each Pane has fifty stamps made up of five rows with ten stamps 
each. All Plate numbers are under the fi·rst stamp of the bottom row. 

lc3, 7c5, lOc = lA X 4 up to, and including lD X 4. 

Imprint Blocks: The printers' "Printex Litd. Malta" is in the bottom margin 
below the last two stamps. An Imprint Block of four will also inC'lude the 
colour checks, which are in the r.•ght hand margin next to the las•t stamp 
and the one above it. 

Chris~mas Issue 1973 (lOth. November) 
A miniature sheet was also issued with this set. It has three stamps, 

one of each value, SEparately perforated, with the 8m + 2m on top, and 
the 7c5 + lc5 at the bottom. No Plate numbers or Printers' Imprint appear 
on the miniature shee·ts. 

Plate/P~1ne numbers: There is only one Pane for each value and all Plate 
numbers are printed under the first stamp of the bottom row. 

8m + 2m, 3c + le, 7c5 + lc5 = lA X 5. 

Imprint Blocks: "Printex Limtt·ed Malta" appears under the last stamp of 
the bot:tom row. An Imprint Block of four, will also include the colour 
checks, which are in the right hand margin next to the last stamp and the 
one above it. 

Republic of .Malta f!ssue 
Starting with this issue, detailed information will be given of new 

issues as they come out. If anyone thinks that o-ther linfomnation, besides 
what is being given, might be of interest, please let me know and I shall 
do my best to include it for future issues. This is :i!mpomant, b>ecause all 
this info11mat•ion may serve as a basis for Study Papers later on. I would 
like to ta.ke this oppol'ltunity to thank the Staff of the Philatelic Bureau for 
thei·r interest and cooperation. 

Date of Issue 
Values 
Stamp S~ze 
Art Designer 
Printers 
Process 
Perfora,tion 
Watenmark 
Colours 

31st March 1975. 
lc3, 5c and 25c. 
3lmm x 44mm (all values). 
Chev. Emvin Gremona. 
Printex Ltd., Malta. 
Lithography. 
14.0 x 13.9 (comb). 
MaJlite'S•e Orosses Pointing Sideways. 
The colours of this set were produced by the mul

ticolour process. 



lc3 Design: Stamp shows the swearing-in ceremony of the Prime Minis
ter by the first President of the R.epublic in the presence of 
the Speaker of the House of R,epr,esentatives. 

5c Design: S~amp shows the National Fla,g of Malta. 
25c Design: Stamp shows the Presic1ent addressing the pu:blic after the 

swearing-tin ceremony. W.i'th h'm a1ee the Prime Minister and 
the M.in:ster of Justice and Parliamentary Affairs. 

Colour eh :;cl\:s are in the right hand margin ne~ to the last S1tamp of 
the botwm row. In the lc3 and 25c values, the top colour touches the per
forations extending on the margin. These colour checks are in the form of 
coloured discs 3mm in diameter. The colours from top to bottom are the 
same u·S those used for Pane numbers from l·eft to rlght in the lc3 and 
25c values. But •in the 5c value, the colour cheeks from bottom to top cor
respond to the colour's used for Pane numbers from left to right. 

Cumulative to.tals are se.en in top and bottom ma1:1gins, a:bove and be
low each co:umn. Above and below the la:s't column .is seen the sum tota·l 
of a complete sheet of fifty stamps. The figuJCes used for these valu·es are 
2.5mm high, in the same colour as the Printer's Imprint. 

There are two Panes of fifty stamps each - five rows of ten stamps -
for each Print!ing Sheet of each value. 

Plate/Patne numbers: These are found under the first stamp of the bottom 
row. The colours ar.e in the same order from left to right as the colour 
checks from top to bottom for the lc3 and 25c values and from bottom to 
top in the 5c value. 
lc3 = lA X 5, lB X 5; 5c = lA X 2, 25c = lA X 5, lB X 5. 

Th~ top margi~ -of -Pa~~ '~B" ~f ·;ii ·v~ht~;s -is .fully perforated. 
The bottom margins of Pa,nes. ''A" and "B'' of aU va·lue:s• are ful.ly per

forated. 
The left hand and right hand margins oif Panes "A" and "B" of all 

values are perforated with ten holes, wi.th a little srpace, enough for two or 
three more ho·k~s, near the ed:g.es, not perforated. 

A small part of a horizontal line, near the edges oif the left and right 
hand marg~ns, can be seen in Pane "A" of aU values. The position of 
these lines ls neXit to th·e first and last stamps of the t·op ~OIWS. 

From a study of the perforat:ons, Pane numbers a:nd direction of 
watermark, it seems that the Printing Sheet for each value consisted of 
Pane "A" on top of Pane ''B". 

Imp1rint Blocks: The Imprint "Printex Ltd. Malta" is found under the last 
stamp of the bottom row. A b~ock of four will also include the colour 
checks. 

A special hands•tamp was used for cancellation on the first day of 
issue. It cons!sted of a ring formed by two concentric circles, the inner be

Continued on page 15 



REVIEW 
MALTA POSTAL RATES 

(Malta Study Circle, Study Paper No. 39; 29pp, H:u:strat·ed) 

The Malta Sbudy Circle has recently published a study paper on Malta 
Postal Races. The contents is the ~esult of res.ea['ch work by some of the 
Circle's members and reports on items in other members' collections and 
auction catalogues. 

'l.'he study tries to trace all types of postal rates from the time of the 
Knights .:n Malta to the present day. It: deals with the changes in the 
early years, external, internal, seamen and soldiers Privileged ratss; su~·
face and air; newspaper, parcel, re•gJstr:alion and express; rates. The field 
covered is very vast and as expec~·ed it lacks details in parts. 

The study is very comprehensive and detailed with regards to ra<tes 
connected w.th the U.K.. Fees and charges to other countries are not so 
documen~.ed and detailed. Rates resulting from bli.-1ateral Conventions ef
fecting Malta mail would have heen more than welcome. Fees levied on 
ma:J to rund from the Kingdom of the Two SicHies, the Papal Sta·.es, the 
fu.ngdom of Sardinia and France would have rendered a g.reat.er contri:bu
tion to Malta's Postal His·~o·ry. 

One could explain this situation by the fact that research on the con
t'nent is not so easy as: that in U.K. in view of the fact that the greater 
part of the Circle's memhe·rs reside in Great Bmta:in. 

The contents of the paper is in most parts very objective; based on 
official notices and inrforma.tion. Gaps have been filled with knowledge 
gleaned from existing covers although a warning is sounded that such in
formation "is insufficient to enable a firm conclusion to be drawn". More 
interest from members may fill such demils as Parcel Post Rates, the full 
implementat:on of the Standard Penny Post Ralte at the turn of the cen
tury and the slow resumpbion and expansion of air mail service afte•r the 
Second World WaT. These details and the "fi,e[d of furrther sJ:udy" co.u~d be 
filLed if the paper i:s divid.ed in parts and memibeTs "ad:opt'' an item and 
work on it. 

Such Study Pa.per is am indication of the interest of the members of 
the M.S.C. have to a.cquke and broadcast any i-nformation on the valfious 
aspects of M a-ha Pos ~al Hi'story. 

Garmel G. Bonavia 

Continued from page 10 

ing 23mm in diameter and the outer 32mm. In the upper part of the ring 
is written "L-EWWEL JUM TAL-MRUG 31-3-1975" and .in the ·lower part 
the name of the Post Office where the stamps are cancelled. Wrltrt.en hori
zontally across the inner circle are the words "MALTA RE,PUBBLJKA". 

The Philatelic Bureau also provided spec1ially designed envelopes and 
Souvenir Folders. 
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