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FOREIIIORD 

On Ap:il 15, 1975,. the Philatelic Society of Malta was forrmaily accepted as a 
full member of the "Federat~on Internationale de Phiiateliie". Malta's, applicati<J£1 
was discussed ut the 44th Interna:ional Congress of the F.I.P. held after the closure 
of the International Philatelic Exposit~on of Spain, "Espana '75". 

The F.I.P. is a non-profit association founded in 1926. It aims at promorting 
the development of philately in all its nspec:s, creating friendly reintions and m:1in
taining ciose co-operation between philatelists throughout the world. It aiso a1ms 
at establiEii1ing and mainta1~ning close co,ntacts with all bDdies in contact with 
philately, including Postal Admin,lstrations. Today the F.I.P. is the O'nly world body 
representing philate:y on an international level, and its voice carries the weight 
of a vast number of philatelic federations and soci.e1Ji.es all over the world. 

The be:wfits of full membership in the F.I.P. are various. The Philatelic Society 
Maita now has the privelege of representation at Oongress, the supreme body ot 
F.I.P., at which we have the right to vote. Every meml.Jer of the Fedcc-ation muy 
appoint a delegate to membeTship of any of the seven Philatelic Commissions of 
the F.I.P. e·ntrusted with speC!ific philatelic aspects empowered to formulate regu
lations for exhibitions after adoption by Congress. 

lVIembers of our, Society m:ay now parUcipate in any i:11ternational exj1ilnton 
organised t:.nder the patronage of: F.I.P. Up to now, our members have bee•n unable, 
at least in some cases, to participate in such exhibitions. 

F.I.P. membership carries with it also respo11sabilities. These are mainly finan
cial, as the fee for membership is quite a substall!tial amount, which has to be paid 
from our Society's lim1ted funds. It is thus of paramount importance that these 
funds arP. never lacki·ng and always available. This will put on respons~bility on 
members to see that their membership fee is always patd and it is ~oped th•at 
overy one honours that duty. 

It is time that we as a Society start planning seriously on ways and mccms 
to attract more members and providing for them the best atmosphere for further
ing the1ir interests. The Maltese collector expects the lead from us. It was easy 
to gauge the interest from the number of people who visited the Society's display 
wt ·i[1e Hotel Phoenicia, Ballroom between September 15 and 16. Many wanted to 
know about the P.S.lVI. and we are con!l1nually receiving such information from 
abroad as well. 

THE EDITOR 
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A warm welcome is extended to the following new members:-

198 Mr. Godfrey C. Scerri, 30/2 Ghar id-Dud Str., Sliema 
199 Fr. Louis Camilleri, 40 St. Lucy Str., Naxxar 
200 Mr. Robert W. Barbour, Casa del Pozzo. San Pawl tat-T:arga 
201 Mr. Alfred Fenech, "Alfgra", St. Luke"s Road, G'Mang~a 
20~ Mr. R. Steve'ilSe, Scharlekendoorn 32, Rotterdam 3014, Hoa~nd 
203 Mr. Mario Caruana 177/3 St. Christopher Str., Valietta: 
204 Dr. Ricardo Farrugia,. B.A., L.Ld., "Reverie", Flat 2, Msida \1alley Roa:d, 

B'Kara 
205 Mr.George Ooates 127 HarC!fieid Rd., Rickmansworth, Herts,. U.K., 
206 Dr. Joseph Attard, M.D., D.P.H., D.T.M. & H, 

"Winneba", Autumn Str. Mosta 
207 Anthony J. Abela .Medici, 89 Higih Str., Wimbledon, Lo;ndon, England 
208 Patrick Camilleri, Blk.10/Ft.6, Garden Square, Qormi (Junior Member) 
209 Godwin Ellul,. 217 Main Str., Qormi, (Junior member) 
210 Mrs. Eleanor Amy Griggs, 17 V1lsta Bella, M'scaia. 
211 Emanuel Bonello de Torrella, 2'8 Gren:fell Str., St. Jul.iian's 
212 Mrs. Aiys Houston, "Dormouse", Tal-Virtu, Rabat, Malta 
213 Emanuel Holland, "C):lsa Zambarett", St. Paul Str., Naxxar 
214 D.J. Pearce, Villa Vermont, New Street off Old Railwa:y Rd., Balzan 
215 Francis S. Niemczewski, 567 Sunset Ave., Maple Shade, New Jetrsey,, U.S.A. 
216 Rodger G.Yeo, P.O. Box 10,. Ruislip·, Middlesex, U.K. 
217 Joseph Scicluna, 1721 Summit Ave., Union City, N.J. 07087, C.S.A. 
218 Joseph R. Katusa, P.O. 396, Carmichaels, Pennsylvannia 15320, U.S.A. 
219 Joe Vella, 1396 Fort Str., Apt.218, Lincoln· Park, Michigan 48146, U.S..A. 
220 Bernard R. Asphar, 8 Tage Place, Eastdhester,. New York 107J9, U.S.A. 
221 G. Dorflinger, 6204 Taunusstein 1, Arndtstrasse 18,. West Germany 

OBITUARY 
175 Mr. Hubert R. Williams. 

RESIGNED 
81 Mr. A.A. Cassar Torregiani. 

Mr. Stephen Stanaway, our Ass. Editor, has mo;;ed to the U.K. rind is no;·_, re;;icling 
at 28, Macclesfield Road, Hazel Crove, Stockport, Cheshire SK7 GEE. Esewhere we 
publish the members' interests in coded form as well as the code, both o: which have 
been prepared for publication by Mr. S. Stanaway, 

MEETINGS 

. Please attend whenever p·ossible and bring a guest; the warm 
fnendly atmosphere of ph!late::y is aiways in evidence at our monthly 
meetings. 
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SOCIE'TY NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The 1975176 season had a premature inaugurat~on with two meetings in Sep
tember. In both instances, two members of the Malta Study C[rc1e were the
guest speakers. 
l'l'lr. Graham Smeed's Meeting. 

On September 15, Mr. Graham Smeed chairman of t~'le Malta Study Circle 
gave a very interesting talk, profusely illustrated with coloured slides. The meeting 
was held at the Ho~cl Phocn:cia I:zdrocm, !:i;1dly p:~,-:c~i c:t our di:;po>;ul by 
the lvianagement \Vell over 80 n1er:;.:..bel"S '.vc~~e in a'i:tendnnce, h1cl:Jdir~,~ £5:.'"'. G.t?.T, 
Borg, Acting Postmaster General. Dr. J.H. lVIercieca, President, introduced iE1e speak
er stating that the name 'Smeed" was a household word within Maltese philatelic 
Cl;rcles, as many members stili remember him from his eariier visits. However this 
was a special welcome, since he is now c11airman of the MaHa Study Circle, with 
which our Society has strong ties of friendship a·nd collaboration. 

For over 90 minutes, Mr. Smeed gave a comprehensr:ve talk on the work of 
the Malta Study Circle and Malta's postal history. The s1ides illustrated a number 
of rare and; even unseen, nineteenth and early twentieth century Malta cancella. 
tions, Paquebot, fiscals and revenues, Postmen's Personal Handstamps, Prisoner ot 
War Mail,. Village Postmarks, (hlcludi.ng some suspects) and Malta Postal Stationery. 

Afterwards, lVIr. Smeed replied to a few questions and encouraged discussion 
on some· controiVersial and yet unsolved mysteries, h1 connection with the 
illustrated material. 

In closing the meeting, Dr. Mercieca, thanked Mr. Smeed for his very interest
ing talk and asked him to convey to members; of the Circle, the good wishes of 
the F,iliiatelic Society of! Malta, assurrlng them they will at all times be welcome 
to Malta. 

Before closing, the President was invited to distribute the awards to the prize
winners in the Salstex Philate~ic Exhibition. Two Society members received awards: 
Mr. Ted Collins, gold medal for his entry "The1 Turkish Cypriot Postal Administra~ 

tion"; and lVIr. Nick A. Cutajar, our Editor, received a dlploma for his entry L'1 
1lhe Hors Concours.,. with a selection of his contributions to the Philatelic Press abroad. 

The Salstex Philatelic Exhibition 1975 was organised by the Old Albertians 
Asso-ciation at St. Albert the Great College, Valletta, between September 6 and 14. 

IBAC;<. I"JUMIBERS 

The Editor vvou:d aivvc:ys be watefui to receive back any unwanted 
back numlbers of our magazine for either resale or use as specimen 
copies 

3 



Pbi.ll'ltelic Displ!ay - Ballroom Hotel Phoenicia 
In connection with Mr. Graham Smeed's lecture, a philatelic display was put 

up by the Society at the Ballroom o! the Hotel Phoenicia, kindly p:aced at our dis
posal by the l\Ianagement. The display was openccl in the Afternoon on l'!Iond&y, 
l 15th September and remained open all day on. September 16, staffed by members 
of the Soclety. 

On display were various collections submitted by members of the Sociey: 
Decimal DefiniUives and Commemoratives of G.B. (S.N. Bush); The R:se and Fall 
of the Third Reich, (T. Collins); Zejtun Postal History and Australia (N.A. Cutajar); 
Easter Stamp Issue1s (A.Fenech); The Sovereli.gn Mll1tary Order of Malta (G. Said); 
also< on display were• the "Salstex '75" entries submitted by Messrs. J. Agius,. E. 
Chappell, T. Collins, N.A. Cutajar and P. Gauci. 

The Maltl;l. Post Office· displayed two frames showing the development of stamp 
production for the 1968 Christmas Issue and the 1969 Malta Commcmo:::atives Is.mc. 

The spaC:ious Ballroom provided an opportunity for members of the public to 
acquaint themselveS! wit;h the1 hobby and the Philatelic Society of Malta. The inte
rest and response was very encouraging as withnessed by the questions put to the 
members who· manned the display and the enrol.lment of new members. 

In closing,1 we thank the Manager, Hotel Phoenicia, for making available free 
of o.harge the. Ballroom for the two days; Mr. George W. Borg, Act!fng Postmast!er 
General for1 the1 lo-an of the Exhibition Paneis> and his 11elp; Mr. Eugenio Pace 
Meli, organizor of "Salstex '75"; all the helpers,. especially Mr. Graham Smeed 
h;mself, who could not resist giving a !helping hand, and the exhibitor;;;. 

Mrs. P.L. Turnbull's Visit 
On Thursday' 25th September, a special meetmg was arranged to accomodate 

Mrs. P.L. 'fumbull, who was currently on: her third visit rto• Malt~, accompanied by 
her husband. Mrs. P.L. Turnbull kindly offered to display some of her material 
and give a talk to members of the Society. During the meeting, whieh was very 
well attended consider.ing the announcement at very short notice,. tlhe g·.1est speaker 
talked and displayed on the postal history of Malta and her early stamps. 

Mrs. P.L. Turnbull has been coliecting since her childhood days, \!laving taken 
flancy to Maltw stamps in the early fdfties. She is a member ofl various societies., 
among wh eh the Rotyal Philateiic Societies• of London, Victor~a and Sydney. S!he 
is also founder member of the Malta Study Olrcle. For her Malta ccllection,, she 
has won no less than sixteen medals, of whiclh three were go:td, ;an,d f01ur were 
silver-gilt, as1 wen as four trophies. 

In thankUng! Mrs. P.L. Turnbull, the President, Dr. J.H. Mercieca, expressed 
the socielty's admiration: and appreciatio~ for her efforts in phlllately, and the ;hope 
of see;lng hert a•gain soon. 

The Annual General Meeting 
The Annual General Meerting of the Philatelic Society of Malta is scheduled 

for Monday, 5tlh January, 1976, at Mons .. Gonzd Hall, Oatholic Institu:e•, Floriana. 
Officers for 1976 will be elected to the A.M.G. Attendance of all members 
is solicited. 
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Aa1 
2 

Al1 
2 
3 

Au1 
Ba1 

2 
Bb1 

2 
Be1 
Ca1 
Cc1 

2 
3 
4 
5 

Ce1 
2 

Cy1 
2 

Cx1 
DM 
Ea1 
Eq1 
Ei1 

Eo1 
Eu1 

2 
3 

Fo1 
Fr1 
Ga1 
Gb1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

COlliNG KEY TO MEMBERS INTERESTS 
African countries 

- do - to ·l:ndependence. 
Australtia 
F.D.C's. 
Sterli'ng only 
Austria 
Barbados 
Cla·ssics only 
Br tislh North Borneo 

- do- specialised 
Bermuda 
Canada 
Commonwealth 
Fl·ower Stamps 
Pre K.G.V 
Q.E.2 (mint) 
Islands (mint) 
Ceylon 
-do-Classics 
Cyprus 
-do- F.D.C's 
Crristmas stamps 
Disi11"lfected mail 

East Africa 
Egypt 
E·ire 
Europa 
Europe 
-do- to 1930 
(except Russia, Turkey, 

Foreign 
France 
Gambi·a 
Great Britain 
-do- Gommems. 
Postal History 
F.J.C's 
Channef1 Islands 
Regionals 
Postmarks 
l's·e of Man 
Ship Letter Marks 

B u:l!ga ria) 

Ge1 
2 
5 
6 

Gi1 
2 
3 

Gr1 
Gz1 
11n1 
lo1 
lr1 

ls1 
2 

lt1 
2 

Ja1 
Jo1 
Lb1 
U1 

2 
Ma1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

Md1 
Me1 
No1 

Germany 
East Germany 
West Germany 
Third Rei'Ch 
Gibraltar 
-do- Q.V. and K.E.7 
F.D.C's 
Greece 
Graf Zeppe·lin material 
India 
loni'an [islands 
Iran 
lsrae·l 
-do- F.D.C's 
.Htaly 
-do- used only 
Japan 
Jordan 
Libya 
Liechtenstein 
-do- F.D.C's 
Malta 
-do- mint only 
Used on cover 
F.D.C's 
Postmarks 
Postal history 
pre 1935 -mint 
td. yellows 
- do- on covet 
Air mai;J 
G.B. used in Malta 
Varieties and flaws 
Sets and BftX 4 plate nos. 

from 1957 
Fomign used in Malta 
Q.V. only 
F.D.C's since 1935 
Village postmarks 
Postmen's handstamps 
Medical stamps 
Mediterranean countries 
Norway 



P·Jy1 
Nz1 
Oi1 
Pa1 
Po1 
Pr1 
Pp1 
Rh1 

Sa'l 
2 

Sd1 
Sm1 
Sp1 
Sr1 
Sw1 
Sz1 
Th1 
Tr1 

2 
Tu1 

2 
Ual 
Un1 

2 
Up1 
Us1 

2 
Va1 
Ww1 

Nyassaland 
New Zealand 
Omnibus issues 
Palestine 
Poiand 
Portuga,l• 
Prominent people 
Rhodesia (double heads 

and Admirals only) 
Sarawak 
-do- special'i'Sed 
Stamp design 
S.M.O.M. 

Spain 
Southern Rhodesia 
Sweden 
SVII'itzeri·and 
Thernatics 
Trinidad 
-do- c!assfcs 
Turkey 
Turk·ish federated state 
United Arab Republic 
Unded Nations 
-do- F.D.C's 
U.P.U. 
U.S.A 
-do- to 1930 
Vatican 
Whole worl1d. 

* * 
Un'ess otherw'ise ;:rl:8•':ed, the Mem
bers named br:~!cw coliect BOTH 
M!IIJT AND c;cf the countries 

MEM. No. Name 

207 Abela r~~edic.i A.J 
Ma1, 6, 17, 18. 

50 Aquilina, E. 
M a, 3., ~~ 6. 

155 Attard. A. 
l\lla1, Wvv1. 

206 

200 

144 

211 

'l35 

143 

154 

141 

'142 

193 

152 

64 

12 

156 

208 

191 

3 

81 

153 

174 

.6 

Attard, J.A. 
Cc1, Fo1, Ma1. 
Barbour, R. 'N. 
Ma15. 
Bonavia, C G. 
Ma1, 4, 5, 6, Sm1. 
Boneilo de Torrella, E 
A11, Ma1. 
Bonner, R. M. 
Gb3, Ma5, 6. 
Bonnici, Dr. A 
Gz1, Ma6, 8, 9, 10, 11. 
Borg Salmitro, W. 
Eu1. 
Bowman, Miss M.S 
Gb1, .11:1, Ma1. 
Bowman, V 
Gb1, lt1, M9·1. 
Brewer, K. H. 
Gb1, lr1, Lb1, Ma1, 
Th1. Us1. 
Bush, S. N. 
Aa1, 2, Gb2. Ma1. 
BuWg·ieg, J. 
Al1, Cy1, 3b1, Gi1, 
Ma1, Nz1, Va1. 
Buttigieg R. 
Ai1, Ca1, Eu3, Ja1, 
Nz1, Us1. 
Callus, G. 
Cc5, Cx1, Gb1, Ma.1, 
Un1 
Camili'err, P. 
Gb1, lt1, Ma1, Po1. 
Caruana Ruggi·er, A. 
Ma1, 6, Sd1. 
Cassar, C. G. 
Ma1, Md1. 
Cassar Torreg•iani A. 
Cc3, Ep1, Fr1, Gb1. 
Cassola, Mi·ss M. E. 
Ma1 
Cauchi, A. 
Ge2, Ua1, Ls1. 



Plate and Imprint Blocks -1972 

Heart Issue (20th. Ma1rch) 

The Printing Sheets for this issue had three Panes for each value. Each 
Pane had sfxty stamps consisting orf fifteen rows with ~our stamps. All 
B::ocks 8Xa"Tlined indicate, that all Panes of a:l values have all margins per
forated except the top margin. Plate Blocks from P,anes A and B orf alii values 
have the Printer's name, in pa~e blue small print, in the left hand margin, 
whilst Plate Blocks from Pane C of all va!ues have the .left hand margin 
blank. I have three Imprint Blocks, one of each value, and each of them has 
the r:ght hand marg.in printed with the Printer's name in sma1:1 print. 11 can
not say which Panes they are from, or whether all Imprint Blocks from all 
Panes, of all values, are like these. Co·lour checks, in the Ham of two con· 
centric circles, for ead1 colour, are found in the right hand margin, nexttlo 
the last stamps of !!he top three rows. 

PJc::te/Pane numbers:-
Ail Plate numbers are printed under the first two stamps of the bottom !'ow. 
2d, 1 Od, 2/6 = 1 A X 6 up to, and including 1 C X 6. 

Imprint B:ocks:- The Printer's name, "Format International Security Prin
ters Ltd.'' is found under the last two stamps of tlhe bottom row. 

1st. Decimal Coinage (16th. May) 

About this issue, nothing much can be added to tlhe very ;interesting 
Study Paper produced by our friend and member Mr. Carmel Bonavia, with 
which he won first prize in the 4th. Malita Philatelic Exhibition. This study 
Paper gives all the information about the position of all Panes in the Sheets, 
of all values. Also information about the Imprint, Colour checks and other 
Registration Marks. 

For the information of Plate Block co:lecto.rs, especially those who 
have not seen Mr. Bonavia's Study Paper, some information will. be ofin
terest. 

Thore are eight Panes to each Printed Sheet, for values 2m, 3m, and 
2c. For the values 5m, 1 c, and 5c there are six Panes to each Printed Shee.t, 
whiist for the values 1 Oc and 50c there are only two Panes. A:~l Plate num
bers of all va:ues, appear under the first two stamps of the bottom row. 

Plate/Pane numbers:-

2m, 3m, 2::;=1AX4 up to, and including 1HX4 
5m, 1 c, 5c, = 1 A X 4 up 110, and including 1 F X 4 
10c, 50c =1AX4 and 1BX4 
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Imprint Blocks:- "Format International Security Printers Ltd.'' is found un
der the last three stamps of the bottom row, in the 2m, 3m, 5m, 1 c, 2c and 
5c values. Therefore an Imprint Block of six must be bought to have the full 
Printer's name .included. 

In the 10c and 50c values, the printer's name is found under the last 
two stamps of the bottom row, hence an Imprint Block of four will be 
enough. The Co!our Chcc!<s, wh;ch are in tihe form of two concentric circles 
for each colour, can be seen in the top right hand margin, next to the last 
stamps of the first and second rows. 

Overprint Issue (30th. September) 

This set was issued due to a shortage of cer:tain values ,of the Deci
mal Co;nage set. Its durafon was short, and all three values were with
drawn from sale when the Europe issue was released in November. The 
overpr,ntmg was in black and carried out at the Governament Printing 
Office, Valletta. Use was made of three values from the Historic Definitive 
Issue of 1965 and oveprinted thus:-

1 c3 on 5d; 3c on 8d; 5c on 1 s-3d. 

The original values were obliterated by two black bars. 
P.a<e/Po.ne numbers:- All Plate numbers used in the Hisl"oric Set for 
these three va,!ues, were again used in this Overprint issue. AU! Plate num· 
b~rs of all values are found under the penultimate stamp of the bottom 
row. 

1c3 = 
3c = 
5c 

1AX4, 1BX4. 
1A1A1A1A1A1A and 1A1A2A1A1AlA 
1A1A1A1A1A1A 

In tihe 1 c3 value the right hand margin of both Plate Blocks is perforated 
whilst the right hand marg:n of both Plate Blocks of the 3c value and that 
of the 5c value are imperforated. The bottom margin of all Plate B:ooks of 
all va·:ues is only perforated with one hole. 
lmp~'int Blocks:- Only the 1 c3 value has an Jmprint, which is in the cen
tre of the bottom margin. An Imprint Block of eight will include the whole 
Printer's name "Harrison And Sons Lt:d. London." 

Europa (11th. November) 

This is the first issue that was printed by "Printex Ltd. Malta". J!J: was 
also the first time that a miniature sheot of ten stamps was issued. I 
s1ha:l always remember this set, because it created quite a problem for· 
Plate Blocks CO'!iectors, as never before had so many different Pane, num
bers been issued for each val'ue. 
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Plate/Pane numbers:- There are twelve Panes (Sheetlets of ten stamps) 
for each va'ue. The Plate numbers of the first nine Panes of all values are 
found under the first stamp of the bottom row, whilst for the last tihree 
Panes of .:d: v2lues they are printed under the first and second stamps of 
the bottom row. 

1 c3, 3c, 5c, 7c5 = 1 A X 4 up to, and including 12A X 4 

imprint Blocks:- ''Printex Limited-Malta'' is found under the last two 
stamps of the bottom row. An Imprint Biock of four will also include the 
colour checks, wlhich are seen in the right hand margin, next to the last 
stamp. 

Chr'istm21s lssue (9th. December) 

With this Xmas, set, a miniature sheet consisting of three stamps, one 
of each va:ue, was also issued. This is the second Xmas. miniature sheet 
issued, and although no P:ate numbers are involved, it is the only one with 
an Imprint. "Printex Limited-Malta" is printed in the bottom right hand cor
ner. The normal sheets consist of fifty stamps, ten rows of five stamps. 

Plate/Pa: . .ne numbers:- As if to make up for the large number of Plate 
numbers issued w:th the Europa set, only one Plate number for each value 
was prin:ed with this Xmas. issue. Natural.ly tlhe quantity of p;'ate numbers 
depend en factors like size of stamps and the most economical use of 
printing paper. The Plate numbers of a:l va:ues are printed under the first 
stamp of the bottom row. The bottom and the !eft hand margins of all 
Pl,ate b:ocks, of all val1ues are perforate,d. 

8m+2m, 3c+1c, 7c5+1c5=1AX3 

!mprint Blocks:- The printer's impr:nt "Prittex Limited-1\Jlalta" is found 
under the last stamp if the bottom row. An Imprint s:.ock of four will' also 
contain the Cobur checks, \Nhic'h are in the right hand marg:n, next to the 
last sta1rp of the ninth row. The bo-ttom and the right hand margins if Im
print Blocks of all values, are perforated. 

VoL 5, No. 2 (Spring '75). Page 7: The second line under 'Second Print' 
should read : 
4m (September 1973) = 1 A X 5 up to, and inc:uding 1 D X 5. 
Page 10: Plate/Pane Numbers. Details for the 5c value should read: 
5c=1.b.,X2, 1BX2. 



~ETAU.ED INFORMATION OF NEW ISSUES 

Date of i•ssue 
Values 
Stamp Size 
Art Des!gner 
Printers 
Process 
Perforation 
Watermark 
Co!burs/ designs 

lnternation~l Women's Year issue 

30th. May 1975. 
1 c3, 3c, 5c, and 20c. 
20mm X 38mm (All va:ues) 
Mr. Donald Friggieri. 
Pr:ntex Ltd. Ma:Jcta. 
Liuhography. 
14.0X13.6 (Comb). 
Maitese Crosses pointing upwards. 
1 c3 (purple & go1d) and 5c (green and gold) 
"Women in Family Life" 

3c (blue and gold') and 20c (brown and gold) 
"Women .in Publ:c Life''. 

Co::our checks are in the right hand margin, next to the last stamp, of 
the bottom row. The colour checks are in the form of two coloured discs, 
3mm in diameter. The colours from top to bottom correspond to' the co!'ours 
used for Pane numbers, from right to left, on aH Panes, of all values. Cum
ulative totals are seen in the bottom margin only. At the bottom of the 
11ast column, under the last stamp, is seen the sum total of a comple,te 
sheet of fifty stamps. The t:gures used for these val:ues are 2.5mm high, in 
the same colour as the Printer' imprint (Different colour for each value). 

There are four Panes of fifty stamps each, (.five rows of ten stamps). 
for each Printing Sheet of each value. 

P!ate/P2•:le numbers:- These are found under the first stamp of the bo.t
tom row. The colours are in the same order from .!1eft to right as the co
lours checks from bottom to top, in all four values. 

1 c3, 3c, 5c, 20c = 1 A X 2 up to and including 1 D X 2. 

The top, right hand and bottom margins, of all Panes, of all< values, 
nre fu.l!y ps•·forated. 
The left hand marg·ns, of a:l Panes, of aU values are imperforated A smal1l 
part of a vertical line, similar in co'rour to one of the colour checks, can be 
seen in the top margin of Pane D in the 5c value. lt is in the left hand 
corner, paraHel to the first vertical perfomtion line, extending from the edge 
of the sheet, down to the third perforat:on hole. Two small: par:s of two 
horizontal Fnes, in the same colours as the colour checks, one shorter than 
the other, can be seen at the bottom left hand corner, on the imperforated 
left hand margin, of Pane "C", in the 20c va!ue. 

From a studj of the perforat:ons on all margins, Pane numbers and 
Continued from page 12 
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151 

205 

190 

137 

166 

44 

121 

209 

149 

148 

204 

80 

6 

162 

145 

47 

2 

115 

195 

159 

213 

Cilia, C. 
Cc2, Ma12. 
Coates. G. 
Cy1, DM, Gb9, Gi:1, 
lo1, Ma1. 
Col!ins. E. 
Cy1, Ge6. 
Cutajar, N. A. 
A11, 2, Gb1, 3, Ma1, 6. 
Cutajar, D. 
Ma1. 
Darmanin, A. 

Gb2, Ma2, 4. 
Davies, R. P. G. 
Bh1, Cc1, Gb1, Gi1, 
Ma1, 5. 
Ellul!, G. 
Ww1. 
Farrugi·a, F. 
Gb1, Ma1. 
Farrug'ia, J. 
Ma13. 
Farrugra, R. 
Fr1, l.t1, Ma1. 
Fenech, A. 
Ma1, 5, 11, 14. Un1. 
Formis·a, Miss D. 
Cc1, Gb1, Ma1, Va1. 
Galea, AT. 
Ma1. 
Ga:ea, Josephine. 
Gb1, !t1. Ma1, Pp1, 
Un1. 
Galea•, J. M. 
Cc1, Ma1. Va1. 
Ganado, Dr A. 
Ma1, 6 
Giordmaina. A. 
Cc4. 
Grech, J. Caruana 
Ma1, Sm1. Va1 
Harward, Dr. R L. 
Cc1, Sz1. 
Hollland, E. H. 
Cy1, 2, Ma1. Tu2. 

146 

114 

46 

148 

185 

165 

136 

187 

188 

27 

158 

177 

129 

14 

140 

170 

189 

30 

182 

11 

Jacobs, B. 
Gb1, Ma1. 
Jacobs, M. 
Eg1, Gb1, Ma1. 
Lateo, C. 
Cc1, Gb1, Ma1, Us1, 
Va1. 
Lawrence, Mrs. Sally. 
Ma1, 4. 
Lawrence, E. 
Cy1, 2 
Ug!ht, Capt. V. E. 
Fr1, Gb1, Mat, No1. 
Ushman, I. M. 
Ba1, Cc3, Ce2, Gir12, 
Ma15, Rh2, Ta2. 
Mardli'ng, Mrs. C. H. 
Al1. Gb1, 5, 8, Ma1. 
Marr:ner, D. G. 
Cy1, Gi1, Ma1. 
Mercieca, Dr. J. H. 
Cc1, Eg1, Eu1, ls1, 
Ma1, Us1. 
Mercieca, V. 
Fr1, Gb1, lt1, Ma1, 
Sz1, Us1. 
Micallef Attard, A. 
Gb4, Ge5, Ma1. 
Middiehurst, R. 
Be1, Ea1, Fr1, Gb1, 
Ma1, Sw1. 
M:ifsud, J. 
Bb1, 5, 6, Ma1. 
Mifsud, Lawrence. 
Al1, Gb1, Ma1. 
Mifsud, Mrs. M. 
Cc1, Fr1, Gb1, lt1, 
Ma1, Va1. 
Muscat, L. 
Li1,2, Un1. 
Manduca, J. M. 
Fr1, Ma1, Va1. 
McArthur-Dav':es, B.A. 
Cc1, Ga1, Glb1, 6, Jo1, 
Ny1, Pa1, Pr1, Us1. 



180 

146 

116 

181 

190 

131 

160 

117 

Pace, G. M. 
Ma4, Oi1, Sm1, 
Va1. 
Pace Bonello, Lt. 
A. L. 
Cc1, 4, Ww1. 
Sant, I. 
Ma1, 4, 12, 14. 
Schembri, A. 
AH, Ca1, Gb1, 
Un1, Us1, Va1. 
Scerri, G. C. 
A11, Ca1, Eu1, 
lt1' Ma1. 
Shoot, '1. 
Al1, Ca1, Ei1, 
Me1, Un1, Us1. 
Stanawa.y, S. 
Ce1, Ei1, Fr1, 
Gr1, Sr1. 
Sullivan, G. E. 

Eu2, Sw1, Us2. 

Up1, 

Col. 

Ma1, 

Gb1, 

Gb1, 

Gb7, 

101 Sullivan, Joseph E. 
Au1, Gb1, Ma1. 

113 Turk, R. P. 
Al3, Cy'l, Gb1, Gi1, 
l\1a1. 

130 VassaHo, D.J. 
Al1, Ca1, Gb1. 4, Gi1, 
lt1, Ma1, 4, Sp1, Us1. 

8 Vassallo, P. P. 
Gb1, Ma1. 

215 Yeo, R. G. 
Ma1. 

123 Zammit, Miss F. 
Al:1, Ca1, Fr1, Gb1, 
Ge1, ln1, J!t1, Ma1, 

Sp1, Un1, Us1, Va1. 
49 Zammit, Lupri, Dr. J. 

Al1, Gb1, Ge5, rls2, 
lt1, 2, Ma1, 4, Sw1, 

Un2, Us1. 
161 Zarb, A. 

ub1, Ma1, 4. 

---------------------------
Continued from page 10 

direction of watermark, one may get the impression that the Printing Sheet 
consisted of "the four Panes, one on top of the other, but I was assured 
that it was not. Any suggestions? 
Imprint Blocks: 

The Imprint "PRir\ITEX LTD. MALTA" is found under the last stamp of 
the bottom row, printed in letters 1mm high. A block of four will also in
dude the co:'our checks. The colour of the Imprint in each of the four valu
es, is t~he same as the main colour used for each stamp. A special hand
stamp was again used for cancellation on the first day of issue. 

EXCHl-\1\!GE BRANCH 
H,arve you sent books to the Society's packets? Many members 

are eagor;:y waiting to see your stamps. Fresh material is always need
ed. Remember, sales of your duplicates will help pay your subsc~iption, 
and eases the expenses of the Society. 

To those who don't see tlhe packets, you are missing out. 
Don't worry about parcel post charges; the chances are you can pass 
the packet on by hand. Our man on the job sees to that. 
Contact the Exchange Packet Superintendent 

ANTHONY FENECH 
''M~rELE", /\r\INUNCIATION STREET, BALZAN, MALT/\. 
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at AUCTION 
in 

:3), NEW YORK 

,. SYDNEY 

With ts~e exj)erience and expertise gained 
by mor·B than half a century of philatelic 
auctiO'aeering, we are at the disposal of 
serious philatelist§ who would like to BUY 
from the cream of the world's collections, 
or who wish to SELL for the maximum 
realisation. Send ror brochure which giv·es 
fun details of the H. R. Harmer Services. 

The HARMER 

ORGANIZATION 



VillAGE POSTMARKS 

(Malta Study Circle, Study Paper No. 25; 41 pp, illustrated) 

Study Paper 25 'The Postal History o.f 'The Villages and Small Towns 
of 1\llalta and The Village Marks' written by Mr. R.S.C. Stewart and edited 
by ~'.11r. A.B. Bannister is the reslllh of research work by some of the M.S.C. 
Members and deals with the relative scarcity, earliest and latest dates of 
use and errors and abnormalities of the 'Village Marks'. lt inC:udes also il
lustmtions, including The Proof Book l:lustrations on page 14, reproduced' by 
ocurcesy cf the British Post Office. The Front Cover Illustration shows the 
Wignacourt Tower at St. Paul's Bay built in 1613 which was a Postal 
Agency between the years 189.1 - 1921. 

Regarding the Ear:y Posts, the editor admits that they are "handicapped 
by a scarcity of records.'' In fact members are invited tO< try to research 
an further information of the Free Postage of 1853, the omnibus company 
taking over the conveya1nce of the rural ma:ls, and the Mail contractors un
til 1893, and the estab:ishment of the Branch Post Qf,fices between 1885 -
1902. Before the establishment of the Police Postal Agencies In 1891, letters 
posted at the time, had no identifying postmarik, as they were a:f passed to 
the Central Post Of.fice in Va!lttta. 

Members of the Philatelic Society of Ma:ta had already been favoured 
by two articles regarding the s'ub'ject. These were extracted from The P-os
tal History Bul:et:n No. 85 and published in Vol. 1. No.2 (Summer 1967) 
pp. 14 and 15 and in Vol. No.3 (Autumn 1967) pp. 15 and 16. Their con
tributor was W.L. Freshwater whose work is acknowledged by The Editor 
of this Study. 

Enriching this study in question are re:evant illustrations of the s',rikes, 
the Police Stations and strikes on Covers and Card on pp. 25 and 26. Very 
enlightening are the 'lists' based entirely on the research carried out by the 
members of the M.S.C. which compare c:osely with individual listings by 
Messrs. Buttigieg, Freshwater and Lander over a period of years. These 
'lists' deal with the relative scarcity of the strikes irrespective of Times 
Coda or stamp, as well as of the strikes including Time Code, but irrespec
tive of stamp. 

Two facts that have been established by this study are _that village 
marks "undoubted! form the rawst group of Maltese marks on Cover'' and 
that there are "probably fewer examples of the 21 mm Victoria marks used 
on Gover 'UP until 1921 than there are of the Boite Mobile s:rike" shown 
recently on ths Miniature Sheet of the U.P.U. ahly designed by George and 
Sandra Ellul Sullivan. 

Hats off to the Editor and c-ontributors of this Study Paper w1ich I am 
sure was we:comed by many philatelists wfio have the study of Thn Postal 
History of Malta at heart. 

A. F. 
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EMMANUEL SAID 
MALTA STAMPS AND COINS 

32, Britannia Street, Valetta, Malta 

Offices: 43 Zachary Street 

P.O. Box 345 VaUetta Malta 

Telephones: 22134, 27472 

Cables: Trustworthy Matta 

PUBLISHERS OF THE SPECIALJISED 

"SAID MALTA STAMP AND COIN CATALOGUE" 

The 1976 edition contains: 

I~ Full postal history of Malta. 

~ Actual sized illustrations of all stamps issued. 

~ Reproductions of an cancellations, from pre-adhesives 
to present day. 

~ Complete listing of major varieties. 

~ Illustrations and details of all S.M.O.M. Stamp Issues 

The COINS Section includes: 

~ Listing of contemporary numismatic issues of the 
Order. 

~ Illustrations and details of all Malta Coins. 

~ Detailed information of all Malta Currency Notes. 

PRICE: £MUJ5 



"SA!D MALT A STAMP AND COIN CATALOGUE - 1976'' 

E. Said Stamp & Coin Dealers, 
Any stamp catalogue editor is continua::y faced with the probiem of 

keeping prices abreast of the times and oi improving over the previous 
year's edition. E. Said Stamp & Coin Dea ers, of Valletta,. Malta, have once 
ag::Jin managed to solve both probien•s in a rewarding way with the pub
licat:on of their 1976 edition of the specialised "Said Malta Stamp and Coin 
Cata:ogue''. 

The 1976 ed:tion has the usual iistings orf a1:,1 Malta stamps and their 
actual size illustrations, a ful. postal history ot Malta with reproductions of 
all the cance;lations from iJhe pre-adhesives to present day, and major va
det)es. The coin section 'lists oontempor'a-ry numismat:c issues of the 
Sovereign rv1iiitary Ordar of Malta, Malta coins and detailed information o·f 
a I Malta cUirency notes. 

The new volume also introduces a complete list and illustrations of the 
S.M.O.tvl. series. Th:s new theme is continua:iy gaining popularity both lo
ca:ly and abroad, foi· owing the Bil:::terral Agreement between the ocal Pos
~al Authorities and that of the· S.M.O.M. it is to be noted i.ha•t S.l\.ll.O.IM. 
issues are now being produced locally by the ::.ocal security printers, "Prin
tex Ltd." of Qormi. 

Another nove:ty in the 1976 edition is an introduction to the fashion
ab!e Postmen's Personal Hilndstamps, with a few specimen numbers 
i lustrated for good measure. This aspect of Maltese phi'iate.ly gained inte
rest mostly fo!lowing t'he Ma:ta Study Circle study on the subject, which 
..,t i he momsnt is recieving fu.rther attention. Mention in the cata ogue will 
undoubtediy focus more attention and it is hoped that many new data will 
be made avai:able to 'bona-fide' philatelists interest in the matter. 

The variocy section has had some inclusions of a substantial nature 
fo:lowing last year's adopted princip1 e of .listing only major items. ~~eed1:ess 

to say the catalogue has been brouglht up to darte with suitable corrections 
that have been brought to the notice of the editors from various sources. 
These correction are mainly in the Plate numbers, the Postai: stationery 
listings, as wel'l as vil.1age postmarks. Thus the Cospicua 20mm c.d.s. (re
corded in our magazine V01. 5. No. 1) lhas been included while the Gospi
cua 25mm c.d.s. has been de:eted from the early cancellations, as this 
postmark made its appearance after 1921. 

Prices have naturally appreciated in value ,especial':y with the earlier 
issues in line with recent auction realisations, which at the moment are 
like::y to be the onl·y guide to the actual value of any ciassic itEm. Tlhis i·s 
more evident in the !d yeiJiows and the elusive S. G. 96. 

The price of the cata!ogue, wi:th a substantial increase over last year's is 
still very good va:ue for money and an invaluabl8' guide to any eo:, ector in
terested in the varied and fascinating aspects of Maltese philate':y. 

N.A.C. 
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THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
OF MALTA 

The Privileges of membership are: 

* Our own quality magazine conta:ning articles and news of general in
terest to members and collectors. 

* Monthly meeting from October to June. 

* An Exchange Branch, using specially prepared society booklets through 
which every member is invited to buy or sell. 

* An Expert Committee for the examination of stamps. 

Beginners, medium and advenced collectors alike enjoy and profit from 

Membership of the only PHILATEUC SOCIETY in Matla. 

Annual Supscription: 

Malta ... £Ml 

Applications from: 

The Hon. Secretary 

Dr. A. Ganado, 

1, Scots Street, 

Valletta - Malta. 

Overseas: £1.20 sterHng. 

,, ,, 



MAlTA lc3 MAlTA 25c MAlTA 5c 

PRINTED IN SHEETS OF 50 STAMPS 
DESIGNEI;>: BY ANTHONY DE GIOVANNI 

DATE OF ISSUE: 12th DECEMBER, 1975 

First Anniversary 
of the 

Stamps and Information available from 
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