
Plate and Imprint Blocks -1972 

Heart Issue (20th. Ma1rch) 

The Printing Sheets for this issue had three Panes for each value. Each 
Pane had sfxty stamps consisting orf fifteen rows with ~our stamps. All 
B::ocks 8Xa"Tlined indicate, that all Panes of a:l values have all margins per­
forated except the top margin. Plate Blocks from P,anes A and B orf alii values 
have the Printer's name, in pa~e blue small print, in the left hand margin, 
whilst Plate Blocks from Pane C of all va!ues have the .left hand margin 
blank. I have three Imprint Blocks, one of each value, and each of them has 
the r:ght hand marg.in printed with the Printer's name in sma1:1 print. 11 can­
not say which Panes they are from, or whether all Imprint Blocks from all 
Panes, of all values, are like these. Co·lour checks, in the Ham of two con· 
centric circles, for ead1 colour, are found in the right hand margin, nexttlo 
the last stamps of !!he top three rows. 

PJc::te/Pane numbers:-
Ail Plate numbers are printed under the first two stamps of the bottom !'ow. 
2d, 1 Od, 2/6 = 1 A X 6 up to, and including 1 C X 6. 

Imprint B:ocks:- The Printer's name, "Format International Security Prin­
ters Ltd.'' is found under the last two stamps of tlhe bottom row. 

1st. Decimal Coinage (16th. May) 

About this issue, nothing much can be added to tlhe very ;interesting 
Study Paper produced by our friend and member Mr. Carmel Bonavia, with 
which he won first prize in the 4th. Malita Philatelic Exhibition. This study 
Paper gives all the information about the position of all Panes in the Sheets, 
of all values. Also information about the Imprint, Colour checks and other 
Registration Marks. 

For the information of Plate Block co:lecto.rs, especially those who 
have not seen Mr. Bonavia's Study Paper, some information will. be ofin­
terest. 

Thore are eight Panes to each Printed Sheet, for values 2m, 3m, and 
2c. For the values 5m, 1 c, and 5c there are six Panes to each Printed Shee.t, 
whiist for the values 1 Oc and 50c there are only two Panes. A:~l Plate num­
bers of all va:ues, appear under the first two stamps of the bottom row. 

Plate/Pane numbers:-

2m, 3m, 2::;=1AX4 up to, and including 1HX4 
5m, 1 c, 5c, = 1 A X 4 up 110, and including 1 F X 4 
10c, 50c =1AX4 and 1BX4 
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Imprint Blocks:- "Format International Security Printers Ltd.'' is found un­
der the last three stamps of the bottom row, in the 2m, 3m, 5m, 1 c, 2c and 
5c values. Therefore an Imprint Block of six must be bought to have the full 
Printer's name .included. 

In the 10c and 50c values, the printer's name is found under the last 
two stamps of the bottom row, hence an Imprint Block of four will be 
enough. The Co!our Chcc!<s, wh;ch are in tihe form of two concentric circles 
for each colour, can be seen in the top right hand margin, next to the last 
stamps of the first and second rows. 

Overprint Issue (30th. September) 

This set was issued due to a shortage of cer:tain values ,of the Deci­
mal Co;nage set. Its durafon was short, and all three values were with­
drawn from sale when the Europe issue was released in November. The 
overpr,ntmg was in black and carried out at the Governament Printing 
Office, Valletta. Use was made of three values from the Historic Definitive 
Issue of 1965 and oveprinted thus:-

1 c3 on 5d; 3c on 8d; 5c on 1 s-3d. 

The original values were obliterated by two black bars. 
P.a<e/Po.ne numbers:- All Plate numbers used in the Hisl"oric Set for 
these three va,!ues, were again used in this Overprint issue. AU! Plate num· 
b~rs of all values are found under the penultimate stamp of the bottom 
row. 

1c3 = 
3c = 
5c 

1AX4, 1BX4. 
1A1A1A1A1A1A and 1A1A2A1A1AlA 
1A1A1A1A1A1A 

In tihe 1 c3 value the right hand margin of both Plate Blocks is perforated 
whilst the right hand marg:n of both Plate Blocks of the 3c value and that 
of the 5c value are imperforated. The bottom margin of all Plate B:ooks of 
all va·:ues is only perforated with one hole. 
lmp~'int Blocks:- Only the 1 c3 value has an Jmprint, which is in the cen­
tre of the bottom margin. An Imprint Block of eight will include the whole 
Printer's name "Harrison And Sons Lt:d. London." 

Europa (11th. November) 

This is the first issue that was printed by "Printex Ltd. Malta". J!J: was 
also the first time that a miniature sheot of ten stamps was issued. I 
s1ha:l always remember this set, because it created quite a problem for· 
Plate Blocks CO'!iectors, as never before had so many different Pane, num­
bers been issued for each val'ue. 

8 



Plate/Pane numbers:- There are twelve Panes (Sheetlets of ten stamps) 
for each va'ue. The Plate numbers of the first nine Panes of all values are 
found under the first stamp of the bottom row, whilst for the last tihree 
Panes of .:d: v2lues they are printed under the first and second stamps of 
the bottom row. 

1 c3, 3c, 5c, 7c5 = 1 A X 4 up to, and including 12A X 4 

imprint Blocks:- ''Printex Limited-Malta'' is found under the last two 
stamps of the bottom row. An Imprint Biock of four will also include the 
colour checks, wlhich are seen in the right hand margin, next to the last 
stamp. 

Chr'istm21s lssue (9th. December) 

With this Xmas, set, a miniature sheet consisting of three stamps, one 
of each va:ue, was also issued. This is the second Xmas. miniature sheet 
issued, and although no P:ate numbers are involved, it is the only one with 
an Imprint. "Printex Limited-Malta" is printed in the bottom right hand cor­
ner. The normal sheets consist of fifty stamps, ten rows of five stamps. 

Plate/Pa: . .ne numbers:- As if to make up for the large number of Plate 
numbers issued w:th the Europa set, only one Plate number for each value 
was prin:ed with this Xmas. issue. Natural.ly tlhe quantity of p;'ate numbers 
depend en factors like size of stamps and the most economical use of 
printing paper. The Plate numbers of a:l va:ues are printed under the first 
stamp of the bottom row. The bottom and the !eft hand margins of all 
Pl,ate b:ocks, of all val1ues are perforate,d. 

8m+2m, 3c+1c, 7c5+1c5=1AX3 

!mprint Blocks:- The printer's impr:nt "Prittex Limited-1\Jlalta" is found 
under the last stamp if the bottom row. An Imprint s:.ock of four will' also 
contain the Cobur checks, \Nhic'h are in the right hand marg:n, next to the 
last sta1rp of the ninth row. The bo-ttom and the right hand margins if Im­
print Blocks of all values, are perforated. 

VoL 5, No. 2 (Spring '75). Page 7: The second line under 'Second Print' 
should read : 
4m (September 1973) = 1 A X 5 up to, and inc:uding 1 D X 5. 
Page 10: Plate/Pane Numbers. Details for the 5c value should read: 
5c=1.b.,X2, 1BX2. 


