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EDITORIAL COMMENT. 

A Happy New Year to you a·H. Apologies are extended for the de:lay 
in send:i:ng out this ·issue. 

But in fact I wonder how many people bothered to ask themselves why 
they had not received their Phi:lartely Society Newslette·r. There was a 
socia!ized hint in the ·last issue that belong·ing to a society entai•led some kind 
of real +nterest in •its activ·ities. 

The extraordi·nary thing about belong.ing to a society is tha'l: more often 
than not members are the busiest people in the community. Yes ...... you 
wi:!:l ag.ree ....... that .is true. 

lt is the contenti.on of the editor 'bhart not only is attending a meei\:ing 
the activ<ity of the Society. If it has a news·letter or any kind of publ:ica•t>io•n 
then the members l:ikewise have a durty to offer, art ·least once i·n a while, 
matedatt for that pubtication. Wi·th the excep·'l:ion of those whose work is 
obvious in this ·newsletter, the.re has been a marked <l:ack of cooperation i·n 
th·is respect. 

,-;his news·letter finds its way to the four corners of the g·lobe and what 
we want is up-to-date, bright, live artic.les. But those who are not g·i·fted 
with the abi:l:irty to write should certa:i-n:ly not fear. A l'ist of comments or 
facts can be· easi•ly given some art>ide of dress by the editor. 

As you wil:l· see, we have this time the beg·inning of a Junior View 
Column. Youngsters who would i'ike to ask questions or who have anything 
Interesting p.hi•lately-wise to say are encouraged to send the·ir contributions. 

Letters to the editor are also very welcome. Let us hear f.rom you : . ., 
any shape or form. 

If you want a news:letter, then the onus :is on you to keep i•ts contents 
flowing. 

With be·st wishes to you aofl. 

3 



THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF MALTA. 

Constitution 

1. The Socie<ty sh:aH be known as The Phi,l~ate!':ic Society O'f Maha. 
2. The Objects of the Society shaiJ be: 

Membership 

(a) To promote phi>late,Jy and the study of postage stamps 
and postal/ history; · 

(b) To facili:ita>te the e·xchange of stamps among membe·rs; 
{c) To promote the intens>ive study of stamps and postal 

history; by the formation of study circles withi·n the Society; 
(d) To form and/or co-operate with kindred bodies ~in the 

forma'tlion of a reference ·l,ibrary for the use of members; 
(e) To hold regul.ar meetings of the members and to arrange 

exhibi·tions, competitions, displ·ays, reading and discuss,i·ons 
of papers on phi>/ate:J,ic subjects and to underta:ke and con
trihute to the incre·ase ·Of the study and practice of ph:iJ,arte,/y 
in genera:/. 

4. All persons whose name appears on the Society's Register of memb
ers at the date of the adoption of these Rules s:ha·J.J. be deemed to ,be duly 
elected members of the Society. 

4. AJ:J nominations for membersh·i.p of the Socie·ty shall:/ be in wri'1Jing in 
the form prescribed by the Committee and shai/1/ be s:gned by the nominee 
and two members o,f the SoC'iety. Such nom.i·nations sh:a1f•t be p!•aced before 
the Committee who may requ·ire suc·h other informations, refe,rences or recom
menda1lio.ns at it shall deem fit. The Committee may elect to membership 
any person so nominated. 

Junior Members 

5. Candidates for membership under the age of twenty-one years may 
be admitted to membershi·p subject to the writte•n guarantee of parents or 
guardians to accept responsi:i:J,i•J,i·ty for the safe-keeping o.f any of the Subject's 
exchange ·books or other pwperty which may come in the possess•ion of such 
member during minori:ty. A Junio.r Member sha,I:J not be entitled to ho:/d of
fice during minority. 

Management 

6. The business and affa,irs of the Society shaH be governed and man
aged by the Committee. 
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Committee 

7. The Committee sha'n consist of: 
President 
Treasurer 
Secretary, and 
four other members. 

A member may hold more than one office but he may not thereby 
hold a plumlity of votes. 

8. The officers and members of the Committee shall be e·iected at the 
Annual General Meeting of the Society and sha.~·l hold office for one year or 
until the·i·r successors are duly e•lected, but they shaH al~l be e<,igihle for re
election. Suoh el·ections shal:l be, by secret baHot, conducted at the Annua;l 
General MeNing. A1i'l nominations for officers and me·moers of the Committee 
sha•H be done at the meeting. 

Vacancies in the Committee 

9. 
e.nother 
el1eotion 

Any vacancy ·in the Commi1:tee occurring between an e;l·ecuion and 
of the Committee sha:•l be fi::1-ed by the member who at the last 
po!Je·d the h1ighe·st number of votes among those who failed to get 

e'ieoted. 
mee-tings 
from the 
meeting. 

Quorum 

If any member of the Committee fails to attend three consecutive 
(unless reasonable excuse has been furnished), he may be removed 
Committee and another member e·lected -in his place by genera·! 

10. (a) At aN CommiNee meetings four shaH form a quorum. 
(b) At Annual or Special General Meetings one-third of the 

members sha!•:, form a quorum; provided that, if no quorum be 
present within fifteen minutes from when the meet!ng was due 
to start. there sha1i'l be a second convocation after another fif
teen minutes at whioh the members present shal11 form a 
quo-rum. 

Honorary Members 

11. The SoGiety may at a-ny General Meeting, on the recommendation of 
the Committee, e<lect as an Honorary L•ife Member any person who, ·in the 
opinion of the Committee, has re·ndered meritorious services to philate11y. Pro
vided, however, that there shal;l not a't any 1lime be more than five honorary 
l1ve members. Upon e•lection, an honorary ·ii-te member shall enjoy al·l· the 
rrghts, powers and privi·leges of membership, including the right to election 
as an officer or member of the Committee. 
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Duties of Officers 

12. The Presidr;mt, and, in his absence, the Vice-President, sha·l'l preside 
over a:l meetings of the Society. If both are absent, the meeting shal'l choose 
one of those present to pres.i.de. The person presiding at a meeting shal'l have 
a casting vote, in addition to his own orig,i·nal vote. 

The Secretary sha\:1 conduct the correspondence of the Society, keep 
a detailed Minute Book of proceedings and read mi·nutes at every meeil:,ing. 
He sha:>i a'iso prepare, under instrucrions of the Committee, a fu·:,l report of the 
yea,r's activities for presentation at the Annual General Meeting. He sha,l:l also 
keep an up-to-date Register of Members and sha-:11 keep the Treasurer fu,!ly 
mformed of the names and addresses of new members as they enwl. He 
sha:1: hand a1:,1 subscriptions and other monies received by him to the Treasurer 
at the eadiest opportunity. 

The Tre·asurer sha1'!l have control of the f.unds of the Society, pay 
promptly al'l acounts passed by the Committe·e and submit at the Annual 
General· Meeting a du,ly audited Statement of Receipts and Expenditure and 
Ba:ance Sheect for the ·information of members. He shal'l arrange for aJI re
ce,:pts to be regularly banked to the credit of an account opened in the 
name of the Society wi,th a Bank appointed from time to time ·by the Comm.i·t
tee. He sha!:l· a:,so present an ln<terim Statement of the Society's financial 
pos·ition at each Commi-ttee Meeting and produce the Bank Passbook fo.r in
spection as and when requ-i>red. 

Auditors 

13. (a) The Commit·tee shall annua\.ly appoint two honorary Auditors 
who sha:11 audit the Books of Account and the Statemen-t of 
Receipts and Expenditure and Ba:'ance Sheet kept or prepared 
by the Officers of the Society. The Auditors shaiJ report on 
such books of account, financial statements and bal·a·nce 
sheets at the Annua'l General Meeting. 

(b) Every Officer of the Society sha1>l, on demand, produce to the 
Aud:i,tors any records, boo-ks or statements of account kept or 
required to be kept by him and sha:'l· furnish a·'il' expl,anations 
or informartions which the Auditors m~Jy -require. 

Subscriptions 

14. The Annua,l sujscription for membersh:p shall be ten shi'll,ings, but 
for Junior Members the subscripeion sha:11· be two shi:,lings and s.ix pe-nce. A;!;\ 
subscriptions shaH be paid in advance on the foundation of the Society and 
thenceforth on the first day of January in each year. 
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Termination of Membership 
15. The Committee may accept the resigna-rion of any member who sha•l.l 

give notice of such .intention .in writing. 
16. Any member who fa·ils to pay the annual subscription fee withi·n 

three months of ·its fahling due sha.!:l cease to be a member of the Society. 
17. The Committee may be a two-thirds majority terminate the member

ship of any member who, in the opinion of the Committee, has been guihy of 
conduct unbecoming a member of the Society. Notice of the charge and an 
opportunity of being heard before the Committee shall be given to a member 
before any decision to terminate his memoersh~p is taken. Provi.ded 
that a Geneml Meeting may, at the request in writing of the membe·r whose 
membersh:i.p has been terminated, appoint a Committee consisting of nine 
members to rev:iew h•is case. The decision of this Committee shalj:l' in a·l·~ 

cases be final. 

Alteration of Rules 

18. A Special Meeting held in accordance with Rul'e 20 or the Annua·l 
General Meeting may deal with any spec.ia•l business, incl·uding suspension or 
a:teration of any of these Rules, subject to not•ice of motion ·in writi.ng signed 
by five or more members being furnishe·d to the Secretary prior to the pre
vious month:ly meeting. No motion submitted in pursuance o·f any such 
notice sha·l·l have any effect unless passed by simple majority of the members 
present in pe·rson. 

Monthly Meetings 

19. Regu:l•ar Monthly Meetings of the members of the Society sha·:•l be 
t1e-ld only from October to June on the day, at the hour and at the p.!ace 
appointed by the Committee from time to t·ime. 

Special Meetings 
20. The Committee may f.rom time to time ca•~:l Special General Meetings 

and ·may su·jmit to members such business or motions as it may deem fit. 
Upon a requisition signed by not less than one-third of the members, the 
Comittee sha:!•l ca:•l a Special· Meeting to deal wioth such other motion or 
husi·ness which the Committee may determine. The Committee sha:l:l deter
m:i.ne the time and place when and where such meetings shaH be he:ld, pro
vided, however, that such meetings shall not be held earl-ier than one calendar 
month nor later than three calendar months following the notification to 
members at a General Meeting of the Society. 

Bye-Laws 
21. The Committee shall have the power to frame, alter or repeal bye

laws when deemed necessary, provided they are not inconsistent with any of 
these Rules. 
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Dissolution 

22. The Society shaH not be dissolved un:l·ess determined by a two-th•irds 
majority of the total membership at a Special General Meeting of which not 
less than one month's notice must be give·n to a:l:l members. In the event of 
the Sooiety be•ing wound up at any uime, the Committee shaN have fu:l:l power 
to dispose of the assets at its discretio·n and divide the proceeds, after pay
ment of a::il just debts, equa:J~Iy among the e.xisting membe•rs. 

Disposal of deceased members' collection 
23. The Committee shal'l, when requ.isted to do so, advise persons de·riv· 

ing tit:e from a deceased member upon the advantageous disposal of such 
member's col:lection of stamps or other phHateHc material. 

Patrons 
24. The Committee may seek for the Society the patronage of any dis

t.i-nguishe·d person or persons. 

Annual General Meetings 
25. The Annual Genera•! Meeting sha::l ·oe held not late·r than the thirty

first January in each year. The business o·f the Annual GenemJ· Mee1Jing sha.J:I 
be dea::t with in the foi:Jowing order: 
(a) R.eading and adoption of the minutes of the J·ast Annual Ge.neral Mee1!ing; 
(·!::>) Presentation of the Annual Report of the Secretary, financial• statements 

and the Audi;tor's Report; 
(c) Election of Committee; 
(d) The mak:ing or a:J,teration of Ru,~.es of which due notice has been give-n; 
(e) Any other business of which due notice has been gi·ven. 

Judicial representation 
26. The Pres:i:dent and the Secretary sha1:1 represent the Company .in 

judicial proceedings. 

Editor and staff 
27. For the purpose of issu•ing any periodica:l publoication, the Committee 

sha·l•t appo•i·nt an Editor a•nd sta-ff, who sha!lil· perform the functions assJi.gned to 
them by the Committe·e. The Editor sha:l•l "ex officio" be a member of the 
Committee, in addition to the members el•ected ·in accordance with RUII:e 7 
hereof. 

(N.B.) The above Rules were approved at the Foundation Meeting of the 
Society held on the 7th March, 1966, and they incorporate amend
ments made by Genera! Meeting on the 8th July, 1966, and 3rd 
October, 1966. 
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MALTA STAMPS 

A fine selection of Mint, Used, First Day Covers, Village Postmarks 

and Varieties is available at: 

E. SAID 

MEMBERS B.P.A., P.T.S., 

32, Britannia Street, 

Val.letta, 

Malta G.C. 

A handy descriptive price list rs offered free on request. 

Accessories such as Stockbooks, Albums, Tweezers, etc., plus nterature 

about the Malta Postage Stamp, may also be obtained. 

Advertiseme·nt 



1967 XMAS ISSUE: 

ARE YOU FOR OR AGAINST? 

The latest issue of Christmas stamps has given rise to some controversy 
both in Ma+ta and abroad. The subject was discussed at the monthly meeting 
of the Society held on the 6th November, 1967, and views both in favour and 
against were put forward. Criticism centred mainly on the shape 
of the stamps which makes them unwie·ldy to manage. Some of the 
speakers expressed their disapproval of the printing of twenty complete sets 
(with different values) on one and the same sheet and maintained that a 
miniature sheet would have served a better purpose. Those in favour praised 
the o~ig·inality of both des·ign and shape and saw no reason why Ma.l.ta 
shou,ld not break away from tradition. 

We have thought to publish two va-rying opmiO·ns wh•ich have been ex
pressed abroad and we invite the views of our readers for future publka!'ion. 

Lt. Corn. Burns (64, Be·acon Down Avenue, Beacon Park, Plymo·uth) 
wrote to the President of the Soc·iety in these terms: 

"I do not think that the stamps are up to the usual high 
"standard of design that we expect from Malta, nor do 
"I like the unusual shape. I hope Malta will not sink to 
"the level of some of the African countrie·s who issue all 
"sorts of 'labels' for any reason at afl". 

Reaction in Italy appears to have run counter to this trend. The phi,l·ate•ltic 
correspondent of a Florentine newspaper "La Nazione" (The Na1"ion) wrote 
as follows in the issue of the 1st November, 1967: 
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"In regard to Christmas issues, the success scored among 
"coflectors by the lovely issue of the Malta· Post Office 
"should be underlined: it consists of a triptych designed 
"by E. V. Cremona, the values being of 1d., Bd., a•nd 
"1 s. 4d. lt is a philatelic execution of great merit, worthy 
"of the magnificent issues with which in recent times 
"Malta has enriched the collections of Italian philatelists 
"with a soft spot for Maltese stamps." 



JUNIOR VIEW. 

WITH THE BEGINNERS. 

(By J.D. CAMPBEL.L) 

I intend to devote some space to the subject O·f arranging and "wri.ti.ng 
up" of collections in loose-leaf albums. I suggest that those of my readers 
who have not yet reached the loose-'leaf stage may find the subject useful 
to remember as aH se.rious co•llectors reach this stage eventual'iy. 

Under the suo-tit.Je of "arranging," we may consider the choos·ing of an 
al•bum. The mai·n points to be no:ticed are the mechanism, the paper, and 
the covers. Wh·i:l·e I fu:,ly appreciate the fact thart few beginners care to spend 
much on accessories (for every pe·nny spent on accessories is a penny •less 
for stamps) I must say I consider a good album to be qui•te essentia1J·. A 
cheap one may be a suitable home for a smaJ:I co1Hection, but as that coHection 
grows -·in value as in size - the album ceases to be worrthy of it, and the 
co!:lector is i.n danger of "spoi1ling the shi·p for a ha'porth of tar." 

The mechanism of the a'lbum ·i·s important, but one can rel.y on getting a 
good strong artide if one buys an ·album made by one of the weH-known 
Briti·sh firms. Avoid aJ.J books not made fo.r stamps- such as o·ld loo.se-leaf 
fo•lders or !·edgers. These are qu·irte unsuitab:oe and may easi•l.y spoi1!· the 
stamps. The th•ree best-·known types of mechanism are the peg-fitl:ing, slot
fitting and spring-back. Rather than expen'd space on descri•oing these mechan
Isms, I would advise the coJ,Jector to see each for himself before choosing any 
particularone. A·l•l are satisfactory and ·the last-named is perhaps the easiest 
to hand~e. For myse<!f I prefer the s•!ot fitti.ng as be•ing lli•ke•ly to last longer 
than the spring-back, and a+so because the leaves are more firmly held. How
ever, the spring-back type wiltl' be found to outlast i.ts covers in most cases. 

The covers shoul·d be as strong as possible, and shou•ld have re.inforced 
corners if the pocket wi·l·!· a,:1:•ow such a luxury. lt wi+l be found that an album 
with a good mechanism always has a good cover, but a good cover does not 
necessarHy mean a good mechanism. 

My own cho.ice (finances permitting) of paper would be for an 
a!bum having hand-made paper of a light cream shade, fairly thick, and 
iinen-hinged, faintly ruled, and with transparent interleaving. This wou•ld be 
expensive, but with a good machi·ne-made paper it wou:·d be quite cheap and 
within the reach of most coJ::ectors. The linen-h·:nging I consider to be not a 
luxury but a necessity. lt al.!ows the book to He flat when opened - a 
great advantage. The transparent interleaving is cheap, and also es
sential for the protection of the stamps. Some albums have the backs of the 
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leaves covered with "Japan-tissue," this is an expensive refinement which 
does away wi·th the need for interleaving. 

Black leaves are becoming very popul.ar, but are entire.l.y a matter of 
taste. I do not think they wi•l•l· ever oust the white or cream leaves from the·ir 
present pos•ition of first favourites. 

THE CHARM OF STAMP COLLECTING. 

(By E.W.B.) 

Stamp collecting is a de·l·ig·htful hobby, simple enough for the s.implest 
Si.mon, technical enough for the keenest scientist. Anyone can co1:1/ect stamps. 
Therein l>ies the chief of -its charms. Boys and gi·rls, 01l•d ·men and women, rich 
and poor, wise and foo/.ish - anyone and everyone at or between these 
extremes can find some po.int of interest in the King of Hobbies. Stamps 
are about the eas·iest things ·in. the world to co•i'lect, and they can be about the 
most difficu!\t. A showy and pl/easureable coi'lec1Jion can be go.tten together 
without any expense at a/ol to the coo/llector, and at the same time, a king's 
ransom may be paid to secure some e·lus,ive spec·imen scarce·I·Y o•ne •inch 
square! Yes, the charm of stamp coHecting .lies partJ.y in the fact that it fs a 
hobhl.y that appeals "to aN sorts and condit,ions of men." 

There •is a tendency to-day, ·tO re.pll•ace "speoia.Jised" co•!liecting with 
"subject" col.lecting. So var-ied are the des•igns o.f modern stamps that ·it ·i·s 
possible, for instance, to il:lustrate in the album the evolution ·Of the aero
plane Beginning with stamps illustrat.ive of myth01logica1. flights, of 
Da.eda,lus, the Sun Chariot of the Greeks and others, the story oi the conquest 
of the air is progress·ivel.y shown. There are miniature eng.ra~Pings of Leonardi 
de V•inci's quai.nt flying machine, of W·ilbur Wright's pl•ane, of B•leriot's crossing 
of the Channel and of the "Southern Cross." There is wonderful interest 
in a co:J:Iect>ion of this kind, for there are al·l• sorts of side l•ines - pictures 
of aeroplanes over famous ci.ties, over the WaH of China, over smoki-ng 
volcanoes and so o.n. Then there are the e-pics of the air. Po·l·ar rescues, 
s.tratho·s.phere attempts, famous a•i.r routes, to say nothing of tho·se historic 
souvenirs of pioneer flights - autographed covers. 
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NOTES ON; 

OLD PHILATELIC PERIODICALS. 
By CHARLES G. CASSAR, M.D., M.A.C.G.P. (1-ond.) 

lt •is rea<•l·y a difficuh assignment that befef.l on me to write on phi,late:f;ic 
magazines and journals that were puhl;ished in Malta i•n the past. Unfortunate
ly, before 1925, there was no law .imposing a duty on the author of a wonk 
p~inted and puhli·shed in Malta to de:l•iver a copy of such work to the Royal 
Ma·lta Library and ·another to the Gozo Publ·ic Ubra·ry. Bes·ides, no brib:i'io
graphy of philate•:ric periodica.ls pubf.ished in Malta is known to exist. Fwm 
time to time, I have been to·l•d of periodica.ls supposed to have been pni.nted i·n 
Malta :in former days, but the data given me was ser1dom accurate and '~!here
fore I consider this •information too unreliable and of ·lrittle value. I am there
fore in no posi.tion to g·ive a complete Hst of these publ·ications. 

I can, however, write a few notes on "The Me•::ita Phif:ate.l+c Chronicle and 
Advertiser" and quote some extracts from this period:ica1l which may be of 
mterest to our readers. 

Th·is pubLication was started by Mr. Alfred Muscat, a very enterpri·S•ing 
gentleman, towards the end of the last century. The journal seems to have 
ori9inated as an adverti·si·ng medium on stamps, but in the 5th issue (1st May,. 
1899) a short article on "Errors of Malta Stamps" was publ,ished. 

In the issue of the 1st December, 1889, Edmund R.izzo publ•ished the fi.rst 
i:nstalment of an :interesting article entitled "Stamps of Maf.ta." At the end 
of these notes I am reproducing this artic:/e a·nd I :intend publishing its con
tinuation ·i·n subseq_uent issues of the "News·lette.r." 

The last issue of this journal bears the date 1st December, 1890. Tihis 
was the twelfth number that had seen the light of day, although the journal 
was intended as a monthly publ•ication. it appears that_ before this ·journal 
was started other attempts were made to pub:l•ish a periodi·caf. of phi./ate•l·ic 
mterest but they never came to fruition a·s the venture was cons·idered too 
risky. 

In this century a number of phHate•lk journals are known. I am g.iving a 
Ust of those I have come across ·in the hope that others wi•H come forward to 
add the names of other phi•late•l:ic magaz·ines they may know o.f: 

1. Malta Phi./aterlic Monthly Journa·l (1916-1917); 
2. The Malta International Friendship (Philatelic Exchange Club) (1935); 
3. The Mellita Post (Edi.ted by Dr. L. Grech) (1937-1938); 
4. The Me/·i·ta Post (Malta Phil•atelk Society, Zejtun) (1937-1939); 
5. lnvicta Magazine (A quarterly edited by C.J. Mhe•lpda•!e) (1946-

1948); 
6. Malta and Gozo Courier (incorporating the Advertiser (Edited by G. 

Xicluna) ( 1946). 
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"STA.MPS OF MAL TA". 
By EDMUND RIZZO 

(C>lentioned in bhe pcececli·ng article) 

"Our td. yellow local stamp was first made use of in 1861. Although 
ad catalogues state the Malta td. yeJ;Jow stamp dates from 1860, yet from 
re:·iable information which I wi·l·l quote later on, I am led to the conGiusion that 
the above-menti-oned stamp was not made use of before the subsequent year. 
Some months ago, a friend of mine acquired from a Ma•:tese merchant his old 
correspondence since 1824. This friend of mine being himseH an ardent col
lector, inv:ited me to help h·im in Glassifying this correspondence. 

"Among the whole lot there was a good number of td. ye·l·low Malta on 
the original cover. 

"We classified these Ma•lta stamps according to date but on going back 
to 1860 we found that in that year no stamps were to be found on the letters 
and that on:y a Post Mark bearing the date was to be seen. 

"At first I thought that the local stamp was first brought i·nto use towards 
the middle or even the end of that year and I continued my researches with 
greater di•l:igence. At last I found a letter bearing the date of 25th Dec. 1860, 
such letter had no stamp on and since by the 25th December letters were 
posted without being stamped, of course we may with certainty conclude that 
this stamp was not used before 1861. 

"The first order sent by the Post Office to the Crown Agents for the 
manufacture of this stamp was of £40. 

"As these stamps were on,ly used local:ly (letters sent abroad were 
stamped with stamps of Great Britain), more than five years had e'l·apsed be
fore this first stock was exhausted. 

"In dassifying the above-menvioned stamp o·f Malta we met with several 
td. yel+ow on bluish ground used in 1861 and '62 and at the same perio-d we 
also met with td. yellow on white. The first stock of these stamps was 
therefore printed on a different kind of paper and the td. ye,:·low on blued 
paper and that on white paper were contemporaneous;ly printed and used. To 
be more correct we may point out that the whi1e paper one, although met 
with obl·iterated in the same year viz:- 1861, yet the post mark bore the 
date of Novembe·r but the circumstance may be attPibuted to the fact that 
the sheets of those o·n bluish were placed above wh:i·le those on white were 
placed among· the lower row of sheets but that was only a mere chance. 

"Calculating the number of stamps on bluish found in the correspondence 
in question and those on white paper I dare say that the differe-nce of price 
between those two stamps is not adequate to the·ir respective rarity. 

"In proportion we found four times on white paper more than on bluish 
whilst the former is catalogue-d as £2 which is a fair and reasonable price. 
The latter ought to be catalogued not more than ± that price." 

(TO BE CONTINUED) 
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THE BACKS OF STAMPS 

(By R.K.D.) 

Who wou1ld think of ·looking on the back of a stamp for anything at all 
interes1Jing? Yet, on some stamps there are odd things printed on the back. 
Who, for example, would expect to find a Lati·n prayer on the back of a 
stamp? Yet on the 1895 issue of Portugal - which was issued to ce·lebrate 
the 700th anniversary of the birth of St. Anthony of Paduo -there ·is such a 
prayer on the back of every stamp. The most curious picture of th•i.s series 
shows the saint preaching to the fishes. 

Then again a g:l·ance at the back of some stamps wi1::1 revea•l the fact that 
they have been printed on strange materials. Part·icu!·arly is thi•s the case with 
the stamps of Latvia, one of the nations formed from the old Russ•ian Empire. 
The first issue was printed on the backs of maps taken from the genera•! staff 
of the German army, after the war, and on each stamp may be found a ti•ny 
po.rtion of one of these maps, with towns, rivers, roads, etc., a1l•l· marked. 
After the stamp maps had been used up, cigarette paper was used for one 
issue, and b.l.ue ruled exercise paper for the next. Late•r on, some Bolshevik 
bank no·tes were captured, and Red Gross stamps, showing a nurse a·nd 
wounded sol·dier, were printed on these, the bank note design appearing in 
blue on the back of the stamp. At about the same time Lithuania, another 
new State, one part of the Russian Empire, was simi·l•arly short of pri·nting 
paper, and used up some greyish paper, on which her war-t:ime bread tickets 
had until then been printed. 

During revolutionary warfare ·in Mexico in 1915, paper became so scarce 
that the Government printed stamps on the backs of po-st-office forms, so 
that e·ach stamp shows part of a p.rinted form. 

Several other schemes have been put forward at various times for 
printing advert.isement:s on the backs of stamps. Early British stamps may 
be found with words printed on the backs .in various colours, but these were 
experimental!. New Zeal•and, however, put such a scheme into operat·io•n, and 
on the backs of stamps of the 1882 issue there may be found advertisements 
for p·i·l.l.s, soap, and other commo·dities. 

There is a•l·so an issue of Russian stamps with an inscription on the back 
of each stamp, stating they may be used as money. 

- (Reprinted fwm i'i.Z. Stamp lviomthly) 
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THE QUEEN OF MALTA STAMPS. 

The 13th of November, 1967 saw yet another Ma+ta Postal Adminis
tration. First i.e. the offici·al use of the words "E:J,izabeth 11 - Quee·n of 
Malta" in l·ieu of "Royal Visit" wh•:ch hitherto invariably appeared 'in Com
monwea:th countries commemorating such an event. The use of the phrase 
wh:ch is appearing on the new stamps g.ives rise to the f.o.:·lowing ques<tions, 
some of which have already appeared 1in the- local: Press:- Is Queen Elizabeth 
going to be crowned Queen of Ma·l:t:a on her arriva,J. here? ...... o:r was she 
a.Jready Queen of Ma·lta? Is not Queen Bizabeth the Queen of Engl•and? Is 
it an error on the part of the Postal Authori.ties? and ·a host of others. 

I have had the opportunity to discuss the matter with a /·earned ·legal 
friend of mine and the fo:l::1owing deductions emerge·d duning our discourse: 
However, a brief outline of the constitutiona•l positio•n of the Crown in Ma,Jta 
appears necessary in order that the use of the words "Queen o·f Malta" be 
v·iewed in their proper perspecctive, and agai•nst the local co·nstitutional 
background. 

Malta's relationship with the Queen .is twofo·ld: Firstly Ma·lta is a member 
of the Commonwea·!•th and as such recognizes the Que·en as the symb01l· of 
the association which co•!•lecvively forms the C01mmnnwea•lth; secondly Ma•l1ta 
is a monarchy and her monarch is the Queen. The l·atter re!·ationship is more 
important vis-a-vis the matter under consideration for ·it establ'ishes the con
svitutional relat!ionship with Her Majesty The Queen. 

One of the most important acts in the Constituti·ona•l deve:lopments of 
Commonwealth rel·ationship during recent years was the undermentioned 
declaration wh·ich was issued in the commun:que of the 1952 Commonwea1lrth 
Conference re•lating to the Queen's Style and Title, " ...... there is need for 
a new form of title which wi/il, in particular, reflect the specia11• position of the 
Sovere:ign as Head of the Commo·nwealth ...... it woU<Id be in accord with the 
established constitutional position that each member country shad·/ use for its 
own purpose·s a form of title which suits ·its own particular o:rcumstances but 
retains a substantial eleme·nt wh<ich is common to a/11." 

The Parliament at Westminster passed the Royal Ti,tles Act ·i·n 1953 and 
some Commonwealth- countries foNowed suit, which ·in plai.n language means 
that the Queen enjoys a separate title for each Commonwealth country. By 
Proclamation dated 1st January, 1965, Malta adopted the fo!1lowing S-ry,le and 
Title: 
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"Elizabeth the Second, by the Grace of God, Queen of 
Malta and of Her Other Realms and Territories, Head of 
the Commonwealth." 



0 f si.gni·ficance_ is the fact that no explricit ment.ion .is mad.e to the United 
K·ingdom, which country .i.s induded i•n the phrase "Her other Realms." Th·i·s 
E}mphasises nhe fact that the Quee·n is Quee·n of Ma•fta ·in a distinct and 
separate capacity and not by virtue of Her being Queen o·f the United K·ing-_ 
dom. Malta's Sty.le and Ti1Jie f6Hows that of South Af~ica, Jamaica, Malawi, 
Guyana but diffe.rs from that adopted by Canada, Austral·ia and New Zealand 
who fo.lrlow this pattern: 

"Queen Elizabeth the Second by the Grace of God of the 
United Kingdom, Canada, (Australia/New Zealand) arid 
Her Other Realms and Territories Queen, Head of the 
Commonwealth." 

In conclusion, s.imi·lady as .in S1ierra Leone, where the Queen enjoys her 
own personal standard depicving the Royal Crown, Malta's Queen has her 
own persona!: standard, whkh is based on the Ma1ltese flag w:th a roundel in 
royal b•lue wreathed in gold and bearing in gold the Que·eri's Monogram (E). 
lt wi·:•: be used by the Queen •in her capacity as Quee·n of Malta the same 
way the Royal Standard is used in Britain. The officia1l des·ign appeared in the 
Governme"nt Gaze·tte dated 31st October, 1967. 

lt .is hoped that the abo"Ve observav;ons somewhat he•lp our phi·late·l·ists, 
some of whom, perhaps a1lready knew the facts, consti.tutional•ly-wise, of the 
appropriateness of the words "E,Jriza.be"th 11 - Queen of Ma1lta" wh:ich are 
appeaning in the set of stamps commemorating the Royal V.isi·t. 

P.S. A word of thanks is in order to my legal pundit, who desires to 
remain anonymous, without whose knowledge the above article could not 
have accurately been written. 

-i. D. Hami•lton 
10th November, 1967. 

"Vale view" 
St. Franeri-s Street, 
PAOLA 
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rllAL TA "SERVICES WEEK" CANCELLATION. 

APPROVED "COMBINATION" COVERS. 

A Souvenir Cover with the Mal.tese Cross and the badges of the British 
Army, the R.A.F. and the Royal Navy, and inscribed Visit of H.M. THE 
OUEEN/MAHA SERVICES WEEK/NOVEMBER 1967 at the top and POSTAL 
&. COURIER/COMMUNICATIONS R.E. at the foot was issued by the Services 
Post Office on November 17th, during the recent Roya'l Visit, and sold for 
the Services Benevolent Fund. 

On the Occasion of the visit, the Services in Ma<lta he.l.d a "Malta Services 
Week" in the Independence Arena at F.loriana and among the various Servic
es stands a temporary Services Post Office was set up on November 17th. 

A special cancel.lation was in use on November 17th, 18th and 19th, and 
only British stamps, which incidentally, were on sale at this temporary Post 
Office, were normal:ly cancel.led with this special hand-stamp. This read:

BRITISH FORCES POSTAL SERVICES within a double circle enclosing 
c. crown, the date and the "Combined Operation" symbol with "1000" at 
foot of circle. 

By an arrangement with the G.P.O., Maita, current Mahese stamps, in
cluding the newly-issued Royal Visit set and the 1967 Christmas set, were 
a:so on sale on a separate counter manned by local G.P.O. clerks. A rubber 
cance'O:ation S;Jecia!:ly issued by the G.P.O. Malta was used to cancel Mahese 
stamps on the covers, or on other envelopes. The cancel,lation was ·inscribed: 

"MALTA SERVICES WEEK - 1967", in a double-·lined circle and the 
date across the centre. 

lt was a:so permiss:ble to have the covers franked with both local and 
British stamps, the former being cancel.led with the "•loca.l'' handstamp, and 
t~e .latter by the Services Post Office one; thus, if so desired, covers on whir· 
both local and British stamps had been affixed could have both the ·local as 
we!l as the Services cancel•lations. 

This temporary Post Office consisted of one room, very neatly laid out, 
and manned simultaneously by Services and civ.i:lian persnnne.l. Frames dis
playing British stamp issues included b•locks of phosphor-graphite stamps and 
colour proofs of the new British definitive issue were hung on the waU on the 
side of the Services counter, whi·le on the wa·l·l on the side of the Malta G.P.O. 
counter frames displaying blocks of tour of some modern Ma<lta sets and the 
different stages of production of some sets were hung. 

On November 17th, the first day of the servicing of these covers, this 
post office was open to the public from 2 p.m. to 5.45 p.m., and both count
ers were kept very busy indeed, the response to this new venture from both 
local and British Services and civ.i.lian philateLists being excel.lent. 

Surg. Captain J.H. Mercieca. 
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DISINFECTED LETTERS. 

:\l:apted and tcansla.ted £cc·m "La Setbmana Fihtelica" by 

SURG. CAPT. J.H. MERGIECA 

In our times no one is at aJI surprised to see that many countries demand 
a vaccination certificate from travellers who reach their frontiers, be they to-ur
ists, immigrants or even only in transit; and no one would ever dream of evad
mg tne duty of immunizing oneseif against smal:l-pox, typhus, cholera or yel
lOW fever when undertaking an international voyage. On the other hand the 
Wor~d Health Organization carefu·l·ly insists on the strict adherence of this 
measure in the interests of the heal.th of the nations. The risk of contamination 
trom one country to another is real and it is in rhe best interests o·f individuals 
as well as that of populations to protest themse•lves from such a danger, 
which in the course of past centuries assumed proportions of a veritable 
nationa:l calamity. 

Let us for a moment go back to, say, the last two centuries and we 
sha::.l undoubtedly find that the history of these times has some very dark 
pages deaiing with the frightful and deadly epidemics of plag·ue, cholera 
smal·:pox and other infectious diseases which during these times afflicted 
humanity to a very great extent. In those days Medicine was stili! in its in
fancy and prophylaxis - preventive treatment - was tota:Hy unknown to 
man. The treatment of infectious diseases was yet unknown and immuniza
tion was impracticable and one or two cases were enough to start off an 
epidemic of unpredictable magnitude which could easily be responsible for 
the dissemination of these infectious dieases throughout entire towns and 
even provinces. 

We find that epidemics of plague raged in Montpe~·ier in 1629 and \n 
Marseilles the Great Plague of 1720 was propagated by a ship whioh had ar
rived from the East. The cities of Messina .in Sicily and Lis·oon were h·it in 
1753 and 1754 respectively. Thirty years later an epidemic of plague in North 
Africa was responsible for the death of 250 persons a day. In 1804 Malaga 
was struck by an epidemic of peyiow-fever and another epidemic of this 
disease in 1821 decimated the population of the Mediterranean littoral. 

Very scarce evidence is at our disposal about the ep•idemics which struck 
many overseas countries during the 16th and 17th centuries but it is known 
that from such times sanitary organizations united their efforts with the com
mon scope of l·imiting these dreaded scourges. 

Every harbour which had connections with the Middle East prov·ided a 
locality for isolation, if not a hospital, wherein passengers, crews and merch
andise suspected of being carriers of the virus had to go into quarantine. 
These precautionary measures, which were supposed to last for forty days 
and during which appropriate treatment - or at least as such considered -
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were appl.ied, lasted in reality often longer. If on board a ship a case of 
p:ague had been discovered she immediately went into quarantine for eighty 
days. ·1 he fear of contagious disease being .imported from Turkey or from 
countries under her domain was so great that practica.lly every ship arr·iving 
from Turkish ports had to undergo this strict sanitary measure. 

Yet another method of control was estabHshed. This was what was 
known as the "certificate of health." Before leaving for P European port 
e-..Jc;y captain of a s·hip had to obtain a sort of sanitary re:lease known as 
"certificate" which was granted by the consular authorities. 

On being in possession of a "'clear certificate", indicating that no con
tagious disease was prevalent in the country from which the ship had arrived, 
passengers and merchandis.: were aMowed to come down without any form
ai:ity. If on the other hand, the captain could not produce to the satisfaction 
of the authorities of the port of destination but a "certificate of suspicion" 
(which meant that the country from which the ship had arrived was suspect
ed of having cases of infectious disease amongst its population) the ship 
was immediately placed in quarantine. 

During the latter centuries the Sanitary Author.it·ies became deeply con
cerned by the arrival of the mai.J. Although at the time the existence of 
baci.J.Ji was stil·l unknown, yet it had a•lready been assumed that letters could 
be good carriers of contagious disease. In some instances the Authorities 
went so far as to stop altogether the circulation of letters. Later it had ·been 
decided to disinfect the flaps or as it was then ca:lled to purify them. In 
order to be 111 a position to do th·is without opening the letters, incisions or 
hoies were made in the letters with 1:he heJp of a gadget, invented by the 
Austrians, ca•lled "rasteJ." The .letters so treated were exposed to the fumes 
of cannon powder. Starting from the 18th Century vinegar baths and ch.Jorine 
or sulphuric acid vapours were general:ly used for dis-i-nfection and on letters 
treated in this way, a cachet attesting that the letters had been purified, 
was applied. 

Various types of cachets were use.d in different ports. In Marseilles a 
cachet ""Purifie Lazaret Marse.ii:Je" and "Purifiee a MarseiHe" was used; whi•le 
at Toulon, which at that time was an important base in the campaign for the 
conquest of Alger.ia, an .ova,J as wel-l as a ·linear cachet "Purifiee a Toulon" was 
used. The Atlantic ports purified letters too, but some o.f them did not apply 
any cachet at aJ,J and the only means of knowing that a letter had undergone 
such precautionary treatment was sole:ly by the razor cuts .it had in the flaps. 

Malta, of course was no exception, and letters were treated in a simi:lar 
way by the then sanitary authorities. 0-n account o·f its geographica•l position, 
Malta constituted in some way a bridge between the Ottoman empire and 
the western Mediterranean countries. In fact she played the important role of a 
platform of the Mediterranean. Ships returning both from Ale·xandria as we.l:l 
as from the East stopped at Malta before reaching the Italian and French 
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ports. The cachets applied in Malta were in the shape of small round circles. 
A cachet of sealing wax, indicating the opening and closing of a letter, is a:lso 
known, but such cachets are rare as they were generaHy broken by the 
recipient. 

Some letters dispatched from the East to the U.S.A. were first disinfect
ed at the Greek lazzaretto of Ciros and again re-disinfected at Malta whose 
authorit-ies had not enough faith in their Greek counterpart, it seems. 

In addition, practica/./y a/:/ the Italian ports and some cities too, including 
the Papal States, treated letters .in a similar way to avoid their being a pos
sible cause of the spread of contag·ious disease. 

The re·lative scarcity of these disinfected letters is obvious enough in that 
recipie.nts of such letters undoub·tedly preferred, after having noted the con
tents, to proceed with the·ir destruction .and thus calm the·ir minds against 
the possible risk of contagion. 

In our times a</'1 isolation hospita'ls proceed to disinfect letters sent by 
their inmates, sure:/y by more effective and safe measures, but these no -longer 
bear any cachets or other evidence o·f such disinfection. Thus this page in 
the history of disinfected mai.J. a subject which has interested and been deep
ly studied by some phi+atelic special·ists, is now closed. 

DIPLOMA OF HONOUR FOR MALTA STAM-PS. 

On the 7th September, 1962, a set of four stamps was i1ssued to com
memorate the Great Siege. 

The World Union of Christian Philately St. Gabrie•l awarded :its Diploma of 
Honour to the Malta Postal Administration for the i·ssue of one of the Great 
Siege stamps, namely the 2d, val'ue depict.ing the Madonna of Damascena. 
This O;iploma is onJ,y awarded to tho·se postal administrations which i·ssue 
stamps bearing Christian motifs of an artistic presentation of very good taste 
and wh:ich afford all phi·Jate~l,ists the possihi.!:irty o.f obtai·ning the stamps at a 
value which i·s within the reach of the genera•/ pub:l>ic. 

In 1530 the Holy /co·n was brought to Malta with other treasures of the 
Order of the Knights of St. and it was p.l·aced in the Church of St. Ca~herine 
at Vittoriosa where it remai-ned untH 1578 when it was solemnly carr.ied to the 
Greek Church bui·lt in its ho•nour in Va•Hetta. Abundant restorations have 
comple·teJy transformed the Image, which was so·lemnly crowned in 1931 by 
Cardinal Eugenio Pace-1:/,i, ·later a Sovere·ign Pontiff of the Catho/:ic Church dur
ing the years 1939/1958. 

(Condensed by ].D. I-Io:m:'lton lrom "~[alta Reviell'," Augu~r. 1963). 
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PHILATELISTS AND STAMP COLLECTORS. 
Where-in lies the difference betwee.n a phi,latel:ist and a stamp coHector? 

To many people the names are synonymous. If we had been asked to define 
the terms we should have suggested that "a stamp collector" be·longs to that 
great body of people who are actuated by the acquis:inive instinct, wh·i,Je "a 
phHate:,ist" is he who possesses a·lso the inquisitive instinct. In other wo.rds, 
we imagine that the "stamp co!:lector" is concerned more with the actua.l 
cc<·iecting than with the study of matters pertaining to the production, :issue 
and use of stamps. 

"The Australian Stamp Monthly" offers another definition. In comment
ing upon the recent Sydney Phi·!ate•:·ic Exhibitio·n our contemporary rema~ks: 
"A stamp co!lector is not necessarHy a phil·ate·l·ist and, apparently, acco.rdi.ng 
to some standards, a "ph·i~ate:ist" ·is one who pl·aces se1lf-.interest before the 
welfare of philate·ly." 

Though we are not fu~:i.y cognisant of the reasons for the strictures pass
ed upo·n the ph•i,iatelists of New South Wa•les, it seems to us that this state
ment is rather too sweeping to be appl:ied generalily. 

it is unfortunately true that in the ranks of phi•latel·y there are many -
whether we ca'\1 them phil·ate.';ists or stamp co:\,lectors does not matter -
who either through diffidence or se-l·fishness a•re adverse to assisting others 
who are interested in our hobby. 

Some years ago that exce!.\ent and regrettably short~hi·ved publ,ication, 
"The Stamp Collector's Monthly Circu.J:ar", attributed the partia·l fa\ure of 
philately to the canker of commeroia!ism, and the condemnation that was then 
passed is applicable equai,Jy to-day. 

Equally obnoxious and harmful, 1i:s the supe•rior +ndv·i.dua:\1 whose reai 
knowledge may be redimentary, but who views with thinly-vei·led contempt 
and condescension the enthusiasm of the young or the inexperienced memb
ers. When the opportunity is offered to him to ass·ist by readi·ng a paper, 
by contributing a display or by the loan of materia,! that might be useful in 
research, he is too busy to participate. And yet it is th,is same individual 
who is loudest in his criticism of errors that he might have obvia·ted. 

PhilateHc societies invariably incorporate amnng their objects one relat
·ing to the genera·! advancement and encouragemem of phi'l·ate,ly by the mutua·! 
exchange of ideas, and it is to be assumed that when a new member is 
admitted he is subscribing to this commendable ideal. The conduct of reguJ.ar 
meetings and the institution of an exchange branch are too ofte·n co.ns.idered 
the sole duties of a soc-iety, and such projects as the puhl:ication of hand
books and the organisation of exhibitions, which entail combined effort and 
a possible inroad into· the accumulated funds, are evaded. 

Fortunately, in most philatelk hives there are workers who refuse to 
be discouraged by the loud buzzing of the drones! 

- (Reprinted from ~ew Zea.land s.t'lmp Collecto:-) 
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ARCHER'S PERFORATION. 
AN INTERESTING DISCOVERY. 

(By H. F. JuHI\i;>UN) 

An un:used pair of 1 d. reds pr-inted irom the orig•inal die, watermarked 
sma,i:l crown and perforated 16, rece·nuiy came mto the wr-iter's possess•ion. 
hamination proved them to be printed from Plate 8. 

Th•is plate was finishe·d and reg·is•tered o.n the 3'1 st Ju•;y, 1840, and was 
emp:·oyed tor printmg stamps both •J•n black and red. On the 8th Sept., 1841, 
the p1·ate was destroyed as no longer fit for use. 

On Dec. 4th, 1840, Rowl·and Hi·M wrote to Mr. J. B. Bacon, of Messrs. 
Perkins, Bacon & Petch, "asking h·im to make an ·immediate tria•l wi:t:h the 
stee·l p·lates and crown paper of two b<ue colou·rs (A) a plain, a·nd (B) 
Prus•sian blue plain, and of red No. 16 G." On Dec. 15th, 1840, twel•ve sheets, 
four •ih each colour, were forwarded. These twelve sheets Mr. E. D. Bacon 
has almost condus•i.vely proved to have been printed from P.l.ate 8. 

Archer's experiments were made duri·ng 1847-53. His or:g·ina'l invention 
was for separarting the· stamps by means of rouleotting, two machines on dif
ferent prino:p:·es be•ing constructed for th•is purpose. Both machines were 
abandoned as of no practical use, and they are mere·ly men1:ioned here ·inas
much as they were the initial. efforts that •led to the invention and perfecting 
of the perfora:ti·ng mach•ine. 

His so-called "perfected machine" was tr:ed about the end of Jul•y, 1849, 
but proved to be unsuccessfu•l. Further a,Jiterations were made, and on May 
16th, 1850, ·it was about to be brought into use. it is recorded that a·bouot 
5000 to 6000 sheets of stamps were experimented on. 

The stamps known to have bee•n perforated by Archer were genem!ily 
we•ll perforated and evenly centred. Stamps from P·lates 90 and 92 to 101 
have been identified as having be·en perforated by him. Records show that 
these plates were in use while Archer was making his perfo.rating expePi
ments. it is therefore safe to assume that stamps printed from plates ·in use 
during ·this time would be drawn upon, thus accounting for the many differ
ent p·l·a.tes known. 

One of the difficul.ties with wh•ich Archer had to contend was the differ
ence •in the ·length of the sheets, caused either by the shrinkage of the paper 
or by the vary·ing lengths of the pi·ates. Th·is difficu·lty was obviated by a'lter
ations in the adjusting power of the mach.ine, and the mak•ing of new plates 
to produce sheets of stamps of uniform ·length. Prior to this d·ifficulty being 
ov·ercome, old stock may weH have been examined and measured with a 
view to getting sheets adaptable to the machine, thus accounving for the pos
sible use of s·heets from P·late 8. Stamps from other early plates may a·i'SO 
have been used by Archer, and if so, have yet to be discovered. 

That old stock was in existence and presumably ·in store was proved by 
Mr. J. B. Bacon's evidence g.iven before the Select Committee on Postage 
Labe·l Stamps on April 20th, 1852. In the course of his e-xamination he pro-
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duced two sheets of stamps, one "gumm,rd," wh·ich he stated was "taken" 
tan years previously, and one ungummed freshly "taken", in order to show 
the extreme variation in the :length of the plates. This ten years interval 
wouid bring the production of the earlier sheet very near to the period of 
use of Plate 8. 

it w;JJ be noticed that aJ,J "Archer's" are from plates prior to p,Jate 132, 
1.e., with the first type of check letters. Seve-ral exampl•es of perforated 
stamps printed from plates with the second type of check letters are known 
used :ate in 1853 and early in January, 1854, prior to the Government issue 
on the 28th Jan., 1854. it is assumed that these were probably from trial 
sheets perforated for testing the Government machines. 

it has been stated that some of the sheets perforated by Archer were 
gummed after perforation, the argument used in favour of this contention be
ing that unused specimens shown gum on the face of the stamp round the 
edges of the holes. In the case of Pl·ate 96 (of which a large block existed) 
the writer has examined a number of specimens, a.JI of which have this ap
pearance, due, in his opinion, to their having been "stuck down" at some 
time and afterwards having been "damped off.'' The "damping off" would 
probably account for the gum penetrating through the hc-:es to the face of the 
stamp, and a•:so for the many fra.i·l and broken perforations which were com
mon to this block before it was separated into sma,J.Ier blocks. 

Archer in h':s evidence before the Se!ect Committee of 1852 stated that 
the machine dogged when the sheets were put in on the first day of the trial. 
owing to the gum on the sheets being wet. He also stated that the difficu·lty 
of th& machines dogging with the gum was overcome at a later date. Thrs 
question of gumming has been dea:Jt with rather flliHy here, in order to dis
prove the erroneous statement frequently put forward that a genuine unused 
"Archer perforation" must show traces of the gum on the face of the stamp, 
the effect produced by gumming after perforating. 

Ample proof is given in the evidence before the Select Committee that 
perforating took place after gumming, and there :is not even a suggestion of 
a contrary practice. 

To return to our discovery; the writer is satisfied that the pair of stamps 
here .iJ.Justrated was perforated by a comb machine ga.ug:ng 16, and that :t 
was printed from P·la:te 8. He is further of the opinion that the perforation 
was done by Archer, inasmuch as its characteristics are .identica.J with Archer's 
work on stamps printed from Plate 96, with which they have been compared. 

The question now arises - how to account for the use of stamps from 
Plate 8 about ten years previously. 

lt is contended that one (or more) of the four experimenta:l sheets print
ed in red from this plate, referred to above, was by some chance ordered to 
he further experimented upon to the extent of being perforated; or that one 
sheet (or more) from Plate 8 was taken from old stock, found to be of 
suitable length for Archer's machine, and duly perforated. 

lt may be mentioned that, before coming into the writer's possession, 
thfl pair of stamps was purchased a few yems since in an old curia shop 
in M2cc!esfield for a trifling amount. iR·'pcini·t·d fc<;m Tin' 5tamp Ln\':'rl 
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Stanley Gibbons buy Stamps! 

Stanley Gibbons buy Stamps? 

Stanley Gibbons buy Stamps! 

Why? 

Stanley Gibbons sell Stamps! 

but only the best is good enough for 
Stanley Gibbons' customers - remember 
this if you have a reatly good collection 
or fine single items to sell and contact 
The Stanley Gibbons Group without delay! 

Write to Barry Peachey at 

STANLEY GIBBONS LTD., 
391 STRAND, LONDON. W.C.2. ENGLAND. 

for immediate attention 

··~mpire Press"" 
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