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Sinc0 t~e grant of Independence on 21st SepteDber 1964 
the stnnps of Halta hnve rec0ived a tremendous push ~ 
right into the core of the :l?hilr:.tclic 1rlorld. The dc::vmd 
for these stanps is increasing daily to such an extent that 
cMtnin sets issued two years ngo nre fetchinc; prices of 
six to seven tiues their face value. 

The reason for this sudden rise in popularity Jay be 
attributed to a marked increase in the very attractive 
do signs shown; or siuply to ;~me of those things11 thcc~t happen 
occasionally to staGps of certain countries. ~ few years 
back it 1tJaS the United Nc.<tions; recently, tho Vaticnn and 
now Malta is at its peak. 

'rho lOth l'faltn Trnde Fnir wns recontly coLE.10DOr.'"..ted 
by a sot of three stat~s bearing an unusual design by Chev 
Cre~ona. To the nrtisticnlly-ninded, the set is fnr froD 
nenig m tic" it portrays an ilul tr<::c-nodern sketch 11 forceful 
and inpressivo. It will be recalled that the 2s 6c1 value 
t'lf~:ts cornered within 2L~ hours of its elate of issue on 16th 
June 1966. ~ lot of controversy arose as a result of this 
action Etnd, as usual, the Postal i~uthori ties were blaaed 
by donlers or philrctelists who rei~tainoc1 e1.:1pty-handed. 
i<Vl1en tht; reG.l story behind the scones is studied, however, 
the blaoe is borne by that section of the philatelic narket 
speculating on the whole nffo.ir. 

~ few vnrieties nssocinted with the set are confined 
to slight retouches for the present 

Ctckn(;wledser,H::nts to EEln So.id and Stn::1p Collectint; 
Sopter1ber 16th, 1966) 

FLORE lLL'.L HEi1l<S:S ( .i~ck to Ere So.id and StaiJp Collecting) 
9thDeceuber 1966 

Congratulations to the gal ta Postal .. uthori tics for 
solving the problen of 'cornerint; 2 In brief this •vas done 
by first liuitin~ thu snle of st~IQS to vso nuch' per person 
as the occnsion arose, and secondly by increasing consider
ably the nu:]ber printed. ·Thus, up to the tine of writinc; 
(approxi~~tely six weeks nfter its issue on October 7th) 
the 1966 Christnas set can still be obtained froo all postal 
offices. It is suggested that such :!. co·.,t:'lend-:tble LlOVe be 
repeated for nll future: issues of con:.IGnorntives 


