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THE MALTESE ISLANDS 

Located in the Mediterranean Sea, just south of 
Sicily, the Maltese archipelago basically consists 
of three islands, Malta, Gozo and Comino. Their 
total population is about 366,000. 

The largest island of the group is Malta, from 
which the archipelago takes its name. It has a 
populatiol) of just over 320 ,000. Valletta, the 
capital, is the cultural, administrative, and 
commercial centre of the archipelago. Malta is 
well served with harbours, chief of which is the 
Valletta Grand Harbour. Its international airport 
is at Luga, five kilometres from the capital. 

The second largest island is Gozo. It is 
topographically quite different from Malta, and 
is quaintly attractive for its less industrialised 
way oflife. Gozo can be reached from Malta by 
ferry-boat from Cirkewwa and Pieta, near 
Valletta. 

Comino, Cominotto, Filfla and St Paul's Islet 
are the other major features of the archipelago. 
Of these, only Comino, straddled between Malta 
and Gozo, sustains a very tiny population. Turned 
into a popular resort because of a couple of very 
fine beaches, Co mi no can be reached from 
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Cirkewwa, either by boat or by excursion ferries 
during the summer months. 

· Position: The distance between Malta and the 
nearest point in Sicily is 93 km. The distance 
from the nearest point on the North African 
mainland (Tunisia) is 288 km. Gibraltar is 1,826 
km to the west and Alexandria is 1,510 km to the 
east. 

This strategic position has allowed Malta to 
develop as an important trading post, and the 
newly established Malta Freeport is planned to 
make Malta one of the Mediterranean's leading 
ports of call. 

At the extreme points the Maltese Islands fall 
within the following positions: 

North 36°00' N. Latitude 
South 35° 48' S. Latitude 
East 14°35' E. Longitude 
West 14°1 l' W. Longitude 

Area of the Maltese Islands and internal 
waters: 

Maltese Islands 316 km2 

Internal Waters 198 km2 
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Maritime areas (excluding Maltese Islands 
and Internal Waters) 

Territorial Waters 
Fishing Zone 
Continental Shelf 

3,800 km2 

11,100 km2 

72,850 km2 

Physical Features: Malta has no mountains or 
rivers. A series of low hills with terraced fields 
on the slopes characterise the Island. 

The coastline of Malta is well indented, thus 
providing numerous harbours, bays, creeks, sandy 
beaches and rocky coves. The length of the 
shoreline round Malta is 136 km, and 43 km 
round Goza. 

Climate: It is the climate, more than anything 
else, that has made Malta an important tourist 
resort in the centre of the Mediterranean. Not 
only does it never snow in Malta, but one can be 
quite certain about the weather in summer as well 
as in winter. The total annual rainfall is about 50 
cm (20 ins). The average winter temperature is 
12° C (54° F.). There are really only two seasons 
in Malta: the dry summer season, and the mild 
winter season. The average rainfall is 578 mm 
(22.756 ins). Rain rarely, if ever, falls during the 
summer months. Ill 

Aerial view of the Capital, Valletta (Otta Umilissima). 
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NOTABLE DATES IN THE HISTORY OF MALTA 

B.C. 
Before 5000 
Circa 3400 
Circa 3200 
Circa 2000 
Circa 1400 
Circa 900 - 800 
Circa 700 
Circa 800 - 480 
Circa 480 - 218 
264 - 241 
221 - 202 
218 
150 - 146 
41 

A.D. 
60 
117-138 
395 
395 - 870 

870 
1048 
1090 
1122 
1144 
1154 
1194 - 1266 
1266 - 1283 
1283 - 1530 
1350 
1350 - 1357 
1397 - 1420 
1397 
1425 
1429 
1428 - 1530 
1485 

1530 
1535 
1561 
1565 
1566 
1578 
1593 
1676 
1768 
1775 
1784 
1798 

1799 

1800 

1802 

Arrival of man in Malta. 
Introduction of copper. 
Building of megalithic temples, the world's oldest free standing buildings. 
First invasion of bronze-using people. 
Second invasion of bronze-using people. 
The Iron Age. 
Greek influence in area on which Valletta now stands. 
Phoenician colonization. 
Carthaginian domination. 
First Punic War. 
Second Punic War. 
Malta incorporated in Republic of Rome. 
Third Punic War. 
The Maltese are allowed municipal privileges. 

Shipwreck of St Paul. Introduction of Christianity. 
Islands made Municipalities during reign of Hadrian. 
Final division of Roman Empire. 
Byzantine domination. It is a moot point whether Malta was occupied by the 
Vandals in 454 and by the Goths in 464. According to some historians, Belisarius 
restored the Islands to the Byzantine Empire in 533. 
Invasion of Malta by Aghlobite Arabs. 
Byzantine bid to recapture the Islands. 
Norman invasion of Malta. 
Uprising of the Arabs. 
Byzantines again attempt to recapture the Islands. 
Bishops of Malta under the jurisdiction of the See of Palermo. 
Swabians (Germans). 
Angevins (French). 
Aragonese (Spanish). 
Establishment of Maltese nobility by King Ludwig of Sicily. 
First Incorporation of Islands in Royal Domain. 
Second Incorporation of Islands in Royal Domain. 
Establishment of Universita (Local Government). 
Revolt against Don Gonsalvo Monroy. 
Saracens from Tunis try to capture Malta. 
Third (and final) Incorporation of Islands in Royal Domain. 
Death of Peter Caxaro, author of Cantilena, possibly earliest evidence of written 
Maltese. 
Order of St John takes formal possession of the Islands. 
First known date of celebration of Carnival in Malta. 
Holy)nquisition officially established in Malta. 
Great Siege. 
Founding of Valletta. 
Inauguration of St John's Co-Cathedral. 
Inauguration of Jesuits College (Collegium Melitense Societatis Jesu). 
Foundation of School of Anatomy and Surgery at the Sacra Infermeria. 
Jesuits expelled from Malta. 
Uprising of the Priests. 
Promulgation of the Diritto Municipale by Grand Master De Rohan. 
The French, under Napoleon, occupy Malta. 
Abolition of the Inquisition. 
Uprising of the Maltese against the French. 
Britain takes Malta under its protection in the name of the King of the Two 
Sicilies. 
The French capitulate, Major General H. Pigot instructed to place Malta under 
the protection of the British Crown. 
Peace of Amiens by which Malta was to have been returned to the Order of St 
John. Declaration of Rights. 
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1813 

1814 
1819 
1828 
1831 
1834 
1835 
1839 
1840 
1854 
1869 
1881 
1887 
1903 
1912 
1914- 1918 
1919 
1921 

1930 
1932 
1933 
1936 
1939 

1939 - 1945 
1940 
1942 
1946 
1947 
1958 
1959 
1961 

1961 
1964 

1965 
1968 

1970 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1976 

1979 
1987 

1988 
1988 

1989 

1990 
1991 
1993 
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The Bathurst Constitution. 
First issue of Gazz.etta de! Governo di Malta - changed, in 1816, to Malta 
Government Gazette. 
Treaty of Paris by which Malta becomes a British Crown Colony. 
Abolition of Universita (Local Government). 
Proclamation regulating State-Church relations. 
See of Malta independent of See of Palermo. 
Opening of Malta Government Savings Bank. 
First Council of Government. 
Abolition of Press censorship and introduction of law of libel. 
Council of Government with elected members. 
Publication of "Storia di Malta" by Gio. Antonio Vassallo. 
Opening of Suez Canal. 
Executive Council - an entirely official body. 
The Strickland-Mizzi Constitution. 
Council of Government - largely a return to the 1840 Constitution. 
Dun Karm, the National Poet, writes his first poem in Maltese. 
World War I. 
Sette Giugno riots. 
The Amery-Milner Constitution granting Self-Government. 
Opening of first Malta Parliament. 
Constitution suspended. 
Constitution restored. 
Constitution withdrawn. Crown Colony Government as in 1813. 
Constitution providing for nominated members to Executive Council. 
Macdonald Constitution: Council of Government to be elected. Lord Strickland's 
Constitutional Party returned. 
World War II. 
First air raids on Malta. 
A ward of George Cross to Malta following the full onslaught of the Axis powers. 
National Assembly resulting in 1947 Constitution. 
Restoration of Self-Government. 
The Governor takes over direct administration of the Islands. 
Interim Constitution providing for Executive Council. 
Blood Constitution published by Order-in-Council. This again provided for a 
measure of self-government for the "State" of Malta. 
Establishment of the Gozo Local Government system. 
Malta becomes a Sovereign and Independent state within the Commonwealth. 
Malta joins the United Nations. 
Malta joins the Council of Europe. 
Establishment of the Central Bank of Malta. 
Establishment of the Malta Development Corporation. 
Malta becomes an Associate Member of the European Community. 
Military Base Agreement with Britain and other N.A.T.O. countries. 
Abolition of Gozo Local Government system. 
Malta becomes a Republic; Sir Anthony Mamo, elected first President. 
Establishment of the Regional Oil Combating Centre (ROCC) on Manoel Island 
as a joint IMO/UNEP project; now known as the Regional Marine Pollution 
Emergency Response Centre for the Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC). 
Termination of Military Base Agreement. 
Parliament adopts the European Convention of Human Rights as part of Malta's 
laws. 
United Nations opens the International Institute on Aging in Valletta. 
IMO - International Maritime Law Institute inaugurated at the University of 
Malta. 
Establishment of the Malta International Business Authority. 
Establishment of the Malta Export Trade Corporation. 
Establishment of the Malta Freeport Corporation. 
Malta applies for full membership of the European Community. 
Establishment of the Malta Maritime Authority. 
Reintroduction of Local Government in the Maltese Islands. 
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THE STATE OF MALTA -

An introductory historical outline of the organs of Government 

The Malta Independence Constitution of 1964 
established Malta as a liberal parliamentary 
democracy, safeguarding the fundamental human 
rights of citizens, and guaranteeing a separation 
between the executive, judicial and legislative 
powers, with regular elections based on universal 
suffrage. 

Until 1974, Malta was a Constitutional 
Monarchy with Queen Elizabeth II as Queen of 
Malta and a Governor-General representing her 
in Valletta. In December of that year the 
Constitution was modified: The Head of State 
henceforth was the President of Malta. 

The duties of the Head of State continued to 
be nominal - and moral rather than executive -
the change of Malta's status did not create a 
Presidential system of Government. However, 
constitutionally, executive authority remains 
vested in the President of Malta and exercised by 
him or on his account, as was the case previously 
with the Queen of Malta. The President assents 
to bills; he prorogues and dissolves Parliament, 
but except in rare constitutional matters he must 
act on the advice of the Prime Minister and 
Ministers or in accordance with it. [The names of 
those who have served as President and their 
years in office are given in Appendix III]. 

Executive power lies with the Prime Minister 
and Cabinet, on the Westminster model. [For the 
names of those who have served as Heads of 
Government since 1921, see Appendix II]. 

The appointment of Ministers is a prerogative 
of the Prime Minister, but appointees have to be 
Members of Parliament. The Constitution thus 
embodied and gave expression to the doctrine of 
popular sovereignty. 

The Judiciary 

Although appointed by the President, acting 
in accordance with the advice of the Prime 
Minister ,judges and magistrates are independent 
of the Executive. A person must have practiced 
as an advocate in Malta for a period of not less 
than seven years to qualify for appointment as a 
magistrate, and twelve years to qualify for 
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appointment as a judge. Judges and magistrates 
enjoy security of tenure and they can only be 
removed by the President in the event of proved 
inability to perform the functions of their office 
(whether arising from infirmity of body or mind 
or from any other cause) or proved misbehaviour 
upon an address by the House of Representatives 
supported by the votes of not less than two-thirds 
of all members thereof. 

In the words of one jurist, "the separation of 
powers which exists in Malta is not a strict and 
sharp one, of the American or French pattern, but 
is more of the nature of checks and balances, such 
as we find in Britain from where the system was 
originally obtained. Consequently the Courts are 
independent from the executive in the discharge 
of their duties". Like English judges they do not 
hold office at the pleasure of the Executive; and 
their salaries, a recurrent charge on the 
Consolidated Fund, do not require annual 
sanction. 

The influence of Roman Law and of the 
Napoleonic Codes is easily identified in present 
day Maltese Law, particularly civil law. English 
Law has, since the early part of the last century, 
had its fair share of influence in criminal 
procedure, certain areas of criminal law, public 
law and in particular the law relating to merchant 
shipping. Maltese criminal law always adopted 
the maxim of English practice: guilt, not 
innocence, has to be proved. [See Appendix IV 
for further details on the Courts]. 

The judges have been for the most part Maltese 
and have included some eminent jurists. 
Occasionally, Chief Justices of the calibre of Sir 
Arturo Mercieca (who was later exiled) stood up 
to arbitrary and illegal British measures or 
enactments in the worst days of colonialism. 
Another bold judgement was that in the 1940s by 
Mr Justice A J Montanaro Gauci, himself an 
Anglophile, on the illegality of deportation orders. 
Others were not always as courageous but on the 
whole the bench retained a fair measure of dignity 
and respect. While delays have tended to 
characterise judgements, the Maltese public looks 
up to the Courts as a source ofredress, and rather 
likes using them, especially in libel cases. 

In 1964 a Constitutional Court was established 
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The Tapestry Chamber, The Palace, Valletta 

as the final Maltese appellate Court. Apart from 
a period of three years in the early 1970s, when 
this Court remained unconstituted, it has redressed 
grievances including a number of cases relating 
to human rights. 

In 1987 Malta adopted the European 
Convention on Human Rights as part of its laws 
and Maltese citizens have the right to appeal to 
the European Court of Human Rights which is 
made up of judges from each of the member 
states of the Council ofEurope (including Malta). 

The Legislature 

Maltese constitutional development has had a 
rather turbulent history. Under the Order of St 
John, from 1530 to 1798, democracy was 
unknown even as an aspiration. The French 
period was short-Ii ved- from 1798 to 1800- and 
was marked by an armed insurrection within 
months of its commencement. The Bonapartist 
version of fraternity, which included looting of 
Churches, was not accepted by the Maltese. To 
clinch their victory by a naval blockade the 
British were invited in, with the approval of the 
King of the Two Sicilies whom the Maltese still 
recognised as their lawful sovereign (as did the 
overthrown Grand Master from his exile in 
Trieste). This was because Malta, before Charles 
V ceded it to the Knights, had belonged to the 
Holy Roman Empire; the Knights only got it as a 
fief, not as owners. When the Treaty of Amiens, 
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which would have returned Malta to the Order in 
1802, came to nought and the Napoleonic Wars 
resumed, the British stayed. In 1814, by the 
Treaty of Paris, Malta became a British 
possession. The first Governor did not as much 
as set up an Advisory Council. It was not before 
1835 that the first Constitution was granted. 
However, its Council of Government was by 
nomination. 

Maltese claims then centred on 
representative or responsible government, citing 
in justification the voluntary nature of Malta's 
union to Britain and earlier rights of local 
government through the medieval Commune. 
On Britain's part, Malta was too strategically 
important to be allowed much internal freedom 
so that the more representative Constitutions 
given in 1887, 1921, 1932 and 1947 were taken 
away with much the same ease in 1903, 1930 and 
1933, and for the last time in 1958. But 
nevertheless, a body politic formed with rights 
and expectations. Malta had a free.press - almost 
uninterruptedly in times of peace - from I 839 
onwards, and voting by secret ballot from 1849 
onwards. 

Contemporary Government and Party 
political formations owe their origins, and at 
least some of their characteristics, to these earlier 
times. 

Elections to Parliament are on the basis of a 
system of proportional representation known as 
the single-transferable vote. 
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In the present Malta Parliament there are 65 
Members, excluding the Speaker. Of these, 34 sit 
on the Government side. Apart from the Prime 
Minister, there are currently twelve Cabinet 
Ministers, who are assisted by eight Parliamentary 
Secretaries. [For the composition of today's 
Government see Appendix I]. 

The Speaker may be appointed from within or 
from outside the House, but once appointed, he 
benefits from all parliamentary privileges. 
[Appendix V shows election results, indicating 
how power has alternated between the Parties 
since the attainment of Self-Government in 1921 .] 

Malta's best known leaders in the post-war 
period have been DrGiorgioBorg-Olivier(l 911-
1980), who led the country to Independence, and 
Mr Dominic Mintoff (1916- ) who is still an 
active Labour MP. 

Malta's Prime Minister, Dr Eddie Fenech­
Adami (1934- ), succeeded Dr Borg-Olivier as 
Nationalist Party leader in 1977 and became 
Prime Minister in 1987, replacing Dr Carmelo 
Mifsud-Bonnici who had substituted Mr Mintoff 
as the Malta Labour Party Leader in 1984. In 
1981,DrFenech-Adami'sParty won an absolute 
majority of the popular vote but was denied a 

Mdina (CittaNotabile),tlieold Capital. 
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majority of seats. Dr Fenech-Adami became 
Prime Minister in 1987, following Constitutional 
amendments which guarantee a Parliamentary 
majority to the Party which wins an absolute 
majority of the popular vote. 

Local Councils 

A form of Local Government known as the 
Universita existed in the Maltese Islands between 
1397 and 1819 when it was abolished by the 
British authorities. The 19th century saw a number 
of attempts to introduce non-representative Local 
Councils but they did not prove successful. 

A Local Government system operated in 
Gozo between 1961 and 1973. The Local Councils 
Act, 1993 regulates the sixty seven Councils 
which now handle basic services within all local 
communities. Elections are held every three years 
with a third of the Councils facing elections each 
year. The Council elects the Mayor from among 
its members. The Council Secretary, who is 
appointed by the Council, is its senior executive, 
administrative and financial official. Councils 
have the right to raise revenue by enacting bye­
laws. [See Appendix VI for the results of the 
1994 Local Council Elections.] 1111 
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THE NATIONAL SYMBOLS 

The National Flag of Malta 

The National flag of Malta consists of two equal 
vertical stripes, white in the hoist and red in the 
fly. A representation of the George Cross, 
awarded to Malta by His Majesty King George 
VI on the 15th April 1942, is carried, edged with 
red, in the canton of the white stripe. 

According to tradition, the National Colours 
were given to the Maltese by Count Roger in 
1090. Roger the Norman had landed in Malta to 
oust the Arabs from the Island. Out of regard for 
their hospitality Roger gave the Maltese part of 
the pennant of the Hautevilles to serve as their 
colours. 

The National Anthem 

In 1922-23, Dr A.V. Laferla, Director of Primary Schools, obtained possession of a piece of music 
composed by Dr Robert Samut. He handed it to Dun Karm Psaila, a well-known priest and poet, to write 
the lyrics for it as a school hymn. As Dun Karm began writing, he suddenly conceived the idea of 
writing a hymn in the form of a prayer to the Almighty. 

Dun Karm, who was later to become Malta's National Poet, wanted to bridge the gap existing 
between the political parties and to unite all with the strong ties of religion and patriotism. L-Innu Mal ti 
was first played on the 3rd February 1923. In 1945 it was declared to be the official Anthem of Malta. 

Lil din !-art tzelwa, l-Omm li tatna isimha, 
Hares, Mule}, kif dejjem Int narist: 
Ftakar li lilha bl-otzla dawl libbist. 

Agnti, kbir Alla, id-dehen lil min jankimha, 
Rodd il-tzniena lis-sid, satztza 'l-tzaddiem: 
Seddaq il-gtzaqdafil-Maltin u s-sliem. 

The Coat-of-Arms 

The Maltese Coat-of-Arms consists of a shield 
showing a heraldic representation of the National 
Flag of Malta; above the shield there is a mural 
crown in gold with sally port and eight turrets 
(five only being visible), representing the 
fortifications of Malta and denoting a City State; 
around the shield there is a wreath of two branches, 
the dexter of olive, the sinister a palm, symbols of 
peace and traditionally associated with Malta, all 
in their proper colours, tied at the base with a 
white ribbon, backed with red and upon which 
are written the words "Repubblika ta' Malta" in 
capital letters in black. 
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Guard her, 0 Lord, as ever Thou hast guarded! 
This Motherland so dear whose name we bear! 
Keep her in mind, whom Thou hast made so fair! 

May he who rules, for wisdom be regarded! 
In master mercy, strength in man increase! 
Confirm us all, in unity and peace! 
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The President's Personal Flag 

The President's Personal Flag has the same 
proportions as the National Flag of Malta and 
consists of a blue field with the Emblem of Malta 
in its centre and a Maltese Cross in gold in each 
corner. 

The Maritime Flag of Malta 

The Maritime Fla,,; of Malta consists of a red field 
bordered in white, and bearing a Maltese Cross in 
white at its centn.'. It has the same proportions as 
the National Flag of Malta. 

Local Councils' Coats-of-Arms 

Each Local Council has its own coat-of-arms. Some of the arms have been in use for hundreds of years; 
fourteenth century examples of the coat-of-arms of Mdina (Citta Notabile) can be seen in the Mdina 
Cathedral and Museum. 

The Capital City and former Capitals 

VALLETTA 
Ciml U1111/i;,;,111111 

MDI NA 
CJttiiNowlJilc 

BIRGU 
Cit1ilVi1torima 

The Cities 

ISLA 
Ciu:llnvicw 

ZABBAR 
Cittlillomp<:sc/1 

BO RM LA 
Ciwl Cmpicu.1 

* e 
SIGGIEWI 
Ciull Fc1dim111d 

~ ~ 
QORMI 
Cim'iPimo 

ZEJTUN 
Cit1l'1Bdand 
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ZEB BUG 
Ciuii Rohan 

RABAT 
Ciwl Viuori:i 
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Towns and Villages 

/\TI ARD BALZAN BIRKIRKARA BIRZEBBUGA DINGLI FGURA FLORIAN/\ 
Borgo Vilhcna 

FONTANA GUDJA GHAJNSIELEM GHARB GHARGHUR GH/\SRI 

• ~ ~ l!J 
GHAXAQ HAMRUN IKLIN KALKARA KERCEM KIRKOP LIJA 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
LUQA MARS A MARS AS KALA MARSAXLOKK MELLIEHA MG ARR MOST A 

MQABBA MS!DA MUNXAR NADUR NAXXAR PAOLA PEMBROKE 

PIETA QALA QRENDI RABAT SAFI SANGILJAN SANGWANN 

• ~ 
SAN LAWRENZ SAN PAWL IL-BAHAR SANTA LUCIJA SANTA VENERA SLIEMA SWIEQI 

~ ~ 
TA' XBIEX TARXIEN XAGHRA XEWKIJA XGHAJRA ZEBBUG ZURRIEQ 

I I 
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FOREIGN POLICY 

The Government of Malta bases its foreign policy 
on an unequivocal commitment to the social and 
economic values of the Wes tern democracies 
and seeks closer links with them. At the same 
time it remains fully aware of its geographical 
position in the middle of the Mediterranean and 
exploits this position in a practical way to help 
maintain stability in the area, encouraging 
friendly and co-operative relations with all its 
neighbours. At the wider, international level, 
Malta seeks ties of friendship and co-operation 
with all countries and plays an active and 
committed role as a member of the United 
Nations. 

Malta's primary foreign policy objective is 
its quest for membership of the European Union. 
Malta has consistently defined its desire to join 
the Union as a logical and natural culmination of 
its European vocation. This definition is rooted 
in Malta's political, social and economic realities 
as they have been moulded by its historical and 
cultural heritage. 

Together with other European democracies 
Malta shares a deep and long standing 
commitment to the dignity and freedom of the 
individual in society, to the importance and value 
of democratic principles and parliamentary 
practices, to the respect for sovereignty and 
mutual understanding among nations and to the 
need for improved international co-operation on 
matters relating both to security as well as to 
development. Malta's actions are based upon the 
respect for the rule of law at both national and 
international levels, the fulfilment of its 
obligations as a member of the international 
community, including the implementation of 
decisions by the Security Council, and the search 
for the peaceful and just settlement of disputes. 

Overall, Malta's quest for European Union 
membership stems primarily from political 
considerations. Having shared Europe's fortunes 
over the last centuries and conscious of their 
undoubted European identity the Maltese are 
looking towards integration with the European 
Union as the next logical step in the Island's 
development, a move that would not only 
guarantee long-term prosperity but will also 
safeguard Malta's stability and security. Malta 
looks forward to participating in the mapping 
out of Europe's future and of forming an integral 
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pait of the European Union, the foundations of 
which were laid at Maastricht. 

The Nationalist Party led by Dr. Edward 
Fenech-Adami had declared in its 1981 and 1987 
electoral programmes that it would seek full 
European Community membership when in 
Government. Upon taking office in 1987, the 
new Nationalist administration initiated a fresh 
drive for closer ties with the European 
Community in preparation for membership. A 
major diplomatic initiative was launched in this 
regard between 1987 and 1990 resulting on 16 
July 1990, in the formal presentation of Malta's 
application for EU membership. 

In September 1990, the Council of Ministers 
referred Malta's application to the European 
Commission in accordance with A1ticle 237 of 
the EEC Treaty. As a result the Commission 
embarked upon the preparation of its opinion on 
Malta' application. The Opinion was issued on 
30 June 1993. It confirmed that Malta possesses 
the necessary credentials for EC accession since 
"its culture and history reflect its long-standing 
links with Europe, which have over the centuries 
developed its European identity". 

The Opinion also acknowledged that "bearing 
in mind the country's democratic status and its 
consistent respect for human rights, Malta is 
entirely justified in asserting the vocation for 
membership of the European Union". 
Furthermore the Commission felt that it is 
important to give the authorities and people of 
Malta a positive signal "by announcing that the 
Community is willing to open accession 
negotiations with Malta as soon as conditions 
allow". 

While affirming that the adoption of the 
Community's "acquis" depends on an overhaul 
of the Maltese economy's systems, the opinion 
stated that the problems are far from 
insurmountable. The introduction of these 
changes must be supported in the Commission's 
view by the adoption of an overall structural 
reform programme and by the implementation 
of the most pressing measures. 

Once these two steps have been made 
"accession negotiations can get under way". The 
commission proposed that an intense dialogue 
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should be started immediately to establish the 
nature and timetable of the priority reforms 
needed to prepare Malta for EC integration. To 
this end the opinion stated that such a dialogue 
"could also cover technical assistance, financial 
co-operation, training measures and other 
assistance that the Community could give Malta 
in the framework of a protocol of adaptation". 

In the light of this opinion the Maltese 
Government is confident that negotiations on 
accession may begin as soon as possible. It is 
within these negotiations that Malta sees the 
next phase of its adaptation to Community law 
and practice taking place, progressively as the 
European Union evolves its own internal 
mechanisms which may also have a bearing on 
Malta, in particular those relating to institutional 
matters. With regard to Malta's neutrality, to 
which reference is made in the Opinion it is the 
position of the Government of Malta that this 
poses no obstacles whatsoever to full participation 
in the political union as envisaged in Maastricht. 

Malta considers that the European Union is 
not an exclusive element, albeit a most important 
one, in the creation of a modern European 
consciousness. Other institutions have played 
and continue to play a significant role in this 
context. Primary among these are the Council of 
Europe and the CSCE. It is a further dimension 
of Malta's fundamental European vocation that 
it has consistently and actively participated in 
the work of both these institutions. 

Malta has been a member of the Council of 
Europe since 1965 and has in recent years 
~renewed its commitment to the role and objectives 
of this organisation. The incorporation of the 
European Human Rights Convention in Malta's 
legislation is a tangible expression of this 
commitment. 

Within the CSCE Malta has played an active 
role since the very beginning. It has played an 
instrumental part in introducing and maintaining 
the Mediterranean dimension of the CSCE. On 
Malta's proposal in 1992, the CSCE declared 
itself a regional arrangement in terms of Chapter 
VIII of the UN Charter. Three CSCE meetings 
have been held in Malta, an experts' meeting on 
the Mediterranean in 1979, a seminar, also on the 
Mediterranean, in 1993 and an expe1ts' meeting 
on the peaceful settlement of disputes in 1991. 
Following the 1991 meeting on the peaceful 
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settlement of disputes the CSCE concluded a 
convention on arbitration and conciliation of 
which Malta is one of the 33 signatories. 

Malta brings to its European participation the 
insights and perspective which result from its 
strategic position and geographical location. 
Malta believes that the strains which exist in the 
Mediterranean have their direct impact on 
surrounding regions, including Europe. It is in 
this specific context that Malta considers its own 
proposals and initiatives for co-operation at the 
Mediterranean level, and especially its proposal 
for the creation of a Council of the Mediterranean, 
as also a contribution to European security and 
stability. 

Malta believes that its closer involvement in 
Europe will enhance its potential to continui:: 
promoting the concepts of security and co­
operation in the Mediterranean, both at the 
regional level as well as at the bilateral level 
with all its neighbours. The policy of friendship 
and good neighbourliness with the countries of 
North Africa which constitutes an important 
aspect of European policy, within the European 
Union as well as the CSCE, will therefore 
reinforce what will remain a significant aspect of 
Malta's foreign policy. 

Malta joined the United Nations on 1st 
December 1964 soon after atta111111g 
independence. Since then it has consistently 
endeavoured to promote and support measures 
for peace and co-operation world-wide. Through 
its UN membership it has sought to bring to the 
attention of the international community, 
political, economic, social and environmental 
issues. Its major initiatives in this connection 
concern the Law of the Sea, the protection of 
Global Climate, the Elderly and the question of 
registration of conventional arms transfers. 

Malta has served on a number of major UN 
organs, including the UN Security Council, on 
which it was a member during 1983/1984. In 
1990 Malta's Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Professor Guido de Marco, was unanimously 
elected President of the 45th Session of the 
General Assembly. During this presidency 
Professor de Marco played a major role in 
launching the still ongoing process for the 
revitalisation of the work of the General 
Assembly. 11111 
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EDUCATION IN MALTA 

The law regulating Education in Malta (Act 
XXIV of 1988) defines the rights and obligations 
of students, parents, the State and Non­
Governmental Organisations (foremost amongst 
which is the Catholic Church) in the sphere of 
Education. 

The educational institutions - State, private, 
and religious - provide an extensive system 
which caters for all requirements. Schooling is 
compulsory from age 5 to 16 but kindergarten 
classes are provided from the age of 3 and more 
than 54 % of students continue with their education 
and training after the age of 16. Church schools 
are substantially subsidised by Government and 
tuition is free. There is a National Minimum 
Curriculum set for all schools and there are 
National Minimum Conditions to establish 
standards of hygiene, safety, dimensions of 
classrooms, and amenities. 

The State primary school system is localised 
in every town or village. The State secondary 
school system is streamed into Lyceums and 
secondary schools. Students can opt to go to a 
trade school after three years of secondary level 
education, but most continue with their studies 
towards the Matriculation Secondary Education 
Certificate (MA TSEC). 

On completion of the compulsory school 
cycle, the students are encouraged to choose 
from about 50 different vocational and academic 
courses in the post-secondary sectors. These 
courses range from academic (as preparation for 
entry to University) to technical, tourism, 
secretarial, health care, nautical, agricultural, 
hairdressing, and beauty therapy. Students in 
most of the post-secondary sector, besides being 
given free tuition,are also given financial stipends 
during their course of study. 

The University of Malta, which has a four­
hundred-year history, has a long tradition of 
scholarship and research in most disciplines. It 
awards degrees in Architecture and Civil 
Engineering, Arts, Management, Accountancy, 
Economics, Dentistry, Education, Engineering, 
Medicine and Surgery, Science, and Theology. 

The quality of education available in Malta 
attracts students from the countries bordering the 
Mediterranean and the Middle East. Expatriates 
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in the region find Malta an ideal place for their 
children's education. 

A number of foreign students attend several 
State schools as well as St. Edward's and De La 
Salle College at Cottonera, and St. Aloysius' 
College in Birkirkara (for boys), the Sacred Heart 
School inSt.Julian's, and St.Dorothy's inMdina 
(for girls). Students with an American educational 
background can attend the Verdala International 
School. In line with Malta's relatively low cost of 
living, tuition and boarding fees are most 
reasonable. 

At University level, the international 
dimension finds scope in the Foundation for 
International Studies of the University of Malta 
which organises international conferences on a 
variety of subjects. The Foundation has also 
promoted, through its International Environment 
Institute, several projects, notably a world-wide 
network concerned with the Rights of Future 
Generations (under UNESCO auspices) and a 
system of protection against natural and 
technological hazards (under Council of Europe 
auspices) as well as courses in cultural tourism 
and diplomatic studies with an innovative 
anthropological bias. 

Interdisciplinary specialisations are also being 
developed at the University, notable in genetics 
and geriatrics (in collaboration with the 
International Institute on Aging, set up by the 
United Nations in Malta). Attached to the 
University are a number of other institutes, 
including the IMO- International Maritime Law 
Institute- and the Institute for Diplomatic Studies. 

The University has a distinctive Mediterranean 
Studies programme which has proved very 
attractive to foreign students, notably from the 
United States, and which draws upon a wide 
range of marine-centred studies, from aquaculture 
to international law. 

It must be noted that Education in Malta 
caters for all sectors of the population, including 
the handicapped for whom a Special Education 
Section within the Education Department is set 
up. The Department also offers various ancillary 
services, e.g. guidance and counselling, welfare, 
psychological, medical, and spiritual, which 
enhance the quality of education offered. • 
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THE ECONOMY 

The Maltese economy maintained a steady 
performance during 1993, despite the 
international recession. There was a consistently 
higher level of output, record exports which 
accommodated a higher import bill, relatively 
low unemployment and higher disposable income. 
Private sector investment outlays continued to 
increase. 

The hallmarks of this economic growth phase 
were three: the liberalisation of various sectors in 
the economy, the restructuring and re-orientation 
of the manufacturing industry and the shift of 
resources into service activities. Moreover, there 
has been a conscious effort by Government to 
assist the pace of modernisation of the Maltese 
economy. Recognising the need to create the 
right environment for private sector initiative, 
the Government mobilised both financial and 
physical resources to upgrade and enhance the 
infrastructural facilities and to invest in the 
country's human resource capabilities. 

It is recognised that the service sector offers 
significant potential for the Maltese economy. 
Malta's strategic location, its advanced 
educational and health systems, its business and 
professional expertise and, above all, the 
intellectual qualities, dexterity and 
resourcefulness ofits people provide a significant 
competitive advantage. 

The challenges and opportunities presented 
by full membership of the European Union are 
seen as crucial to future sustainable growth, 
particularly as the Member States are developing 
closer ties as they enter the final stages of 
integration. 

Economic Performance During 1993 

Despite the negative conditions which 
prevailed on the international scene during 1993, 
the Maltese economy registered a healthy level 
of economic growth, albeit at a decelerating rate 
compared to that experienced during the past few 
years. GDP at factor cost is estimated at Lm830 
million (US$ 2.1 billion), or 7 .9 per cent higher 
than the year-earlier level. GNP per capita at 
current market prices stood at Lm2 ,684 
(US$6,898), up by 6.3 per cent. At Lm392.2 
million, real GDP recorded an increase of3 .9 per 
cent during 1993, comparing favourably to real 

15 

growth rates recorded by other Western-style 
economies. 

The overall performance of the Maltese labour 
market can be described as stable and 
encouraging. Total net job creation amounted to 
650 in 1993. This was attributable to a sustained 
expansion in private sector employment, which 
increased by 1,392 (1.8%) to reach 76,829. The 
gainfully occupied at the end of 1993 amounted 
to 132 ,259 orO .5 per cent higher than the previous 
year. The share of the private sector in total 
employment increased from 54.9 per cent in 
1987 to 58.l per cent in 1993. Unemployment 
during the year stood at 4 .5 per cent of the labour 
force which is a very low rate when compared 
with current international levels. 

During 1993, the largest establishments in the 
manufacturing sector accounted for some 24 per 
cent of GDP at factor cost and provided 
employment to around 22 per cent of the gainfully 
occupied population. Manufacturing production 
in 1993 stood at Lm708.9 million, of which 67 .6 
per cent went to the export market. In order to 
attract and assist high-tech investment, the Malta 
Development Corporation established a 
Technopark which has already attracted a 
considerable number of companies. Net 
investment undertaken by private manufacturing 
enterprises during the year reached the Lm 17 .1 
million level. This is in line with the planned 
programme to restructure the manufacturing 
sector where traditional sub-sectors such as 
clothing and textiles and footwear are unde1taking 
an intensive process of restructuring and 
modernisation to improve productivity and 
viability. 

Over the past few years, the Government has 
been actively stimulating an outward looking 
culture in the belief that the country has a great 
potential in the high quality of its goods and 
services. For this purpose, a series of changes 
were implemented to enable various institutions 
to assist private export-oriented initiatives in 
order to strengthen Malta's performance in the 
international markets. 

The role of tourism in the economy .is 
significant as it provides a wide array of 
employment outlets and substantial foreign 
exchange earnings. For this purpose, the National 
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Tourism Organisation of Malta (NTOM) is 
unfolding a programme to attract up-market 
tourists to the Islands in an effort to maximise the 
contribution to the domestic economy. Various 
five star hotels opened during the year 
emphasising this drive to attract up-market 
visitors. During 1993, 1,063 ,069 tourists came to 
Malta, a rise of 60,688 or 6.1 per cent over the 
previous year. Gross foreign exchange earnings 
from tourism totalled Lm233.2 million, a rise of 
29 .2 per cent. Direct employment within this 
sector stood at 8, 123 representing 6 .1 per cent of 
the gainfully occupied. 

Another important activity which has shown 
rapid development in the past few years is the 
financial services sector. In the wake of the 
experience gained during these years, Malta is 
now posed forthe dev~lopment of an international 
financial services centre. Towards this end, the 
Malta Financial s·ervices Centre has been 
established and a new and comprehensive 
legislation is being enacted in order to create the 
right environment for the successful exploitation 
of this sector's potential. 

The Malta Freeport Terminal situated in the 
south of Malta continued to offer its services to a 
number of international shipping lines which 
cover various ports around the globe. Bolstered 
by a high level of activity, the company has 
invested heavily in state of the art equipment. 
Moreover, a computerised container tracking 
system was installed to increase efficiency and 
provide a better service to its clients. During 
1993 around 257 ,500 Twenty Equivalent Units 

Contribution to GDP 
during 1993 

Other market 
services: 

38.9 

of transhipment throughput were handled. This 
represented an advance of 21,645 TEU s (9 .2 per 
cent) over 1992. Following the success 
experienced during the past years, Malta Freeport 
is undertaking a plan which would increase the 
existing capacity by around 80 per cent by 1998. 
This expansion is largely being funded through 
syndicate financing which has been successfully 
launched on the international capital market. 

Despite the negative outlook in the 
international arena, local industry did a 
satisfactory export performance. The trade links 
with the EU consolidated as the European market 
continued to play an important role in local 
firms' export drive. Domestic exports increased -
by Lm23.4 million (5.2 per cent) to Lm474.9 
million, while re-exports registered a marginal 
increase of Lml.4 million over 1992, to reach 
Lm40.8 million.Duringthe year,exports towards 
EU countries topped the 70 per cent level. On the 
other hand, Malta's import bill stood at Lm827 .9 
million, an increase of 10.7 per cent over 1992. 
Imports consisted of industrial supplies ( 59 .5 per 
cent), capital goods (19 .3 per cent) and consumer 
goods (21.1 per cent). Capital imports during the 
year include the purchase of aircraft valued at 
Lm36.0 million. If no account is taken of this 
exceptional item, the current account of the 
balance of payments would record a surplus of 
Lm16.5 million. 

The inflation rate stood at 4.2 per cent during 
1993, mainly as a result of the 10 per cent 
devaluation of the Maltese lira in November 
1992. This was undertaken to maintain the 

Transport & 
Communications: 

6.8 Public 
Utilities: 

7.6 

Construction: 
3.0 

Manufacturing: 
24.4 

Public Administration: 
16.1 

Agriculture 
& Fisheries: 

3.2 
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international competitiveness of the Maltese 
economy, in view of the turmoil in international 
currency markets in September 1992. The changes 
in the currency markets, were, at the time, leading 
to a significant appreciation of the Maltese lira 
with respect to the currencies of Malta's main 
trading partners and competitor countries. The 
devaluation clearly provided a cushioning effect 
from the recessionary environment prevailing in 
these countries, enabling the economy to sustain 
its momentum of economic expansion in 1993. 

During the year, Malta's external reserves 
increased by 6.7 per cent to reach Lm721.7 
million at the end of 1993. Net foreign assets of 
the commercial banks and other financial 
institutions stood at Lm 187 .7 million, somewhat 
lower than the previous year's figure. This largely 
reflects the growth in the deposits of commercial 
banks' offshore subsidiaries held with the parent 
banks as well as foreign currency deposits of 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

Social Security measures came into force for the 
first time after the introduction of Self 
Government in 1921 They have been 
systematically augmented ever since. 

Until December 1986, Social Security in Malta 
was administered through three separate laws: 
The Old Age Pensions Act 1948, The National 
Assistance Act 1956 and The National Insurance 
Act of 1956. A more comprehensive approach 
was adopted in January 1987 when these acts 
were consolidated into the Social Security Act. 
Since then, a number of provisions within the Act 
have been updated and revised. 

The main objective of the Department of 
Social Security remains that of promoting equality 
among all citizens; to this effect, great importance 
is given to the operation of Social Security 
Schemes that provide benefits, assistances and 
pensions to the poor, sick, elder! y and the 
unemployed. These schemes provide financial 

' assistance to those sections of the community 
who need them to maintain decent living standards 
compatible with human dignity. The 
administration of Social Security benefit payable 
under contributory and non-contributory Schemes 
is the responsibility of the Department. Social 
Security is a dynamic process which inherently 
entails frequent legislative amendments in order 
to extend entitlement and eligibility criteria. 
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residents. On the other hand, foreign reserves 
held by the monetary authorities advanced to 
Lm534.0 million, a rise of 11.7 per cent. This 
increase in official reserves was mainly 
attributable to the receipt of foreign credit to 
finance capital projects of public sector 
corporations, a substantial net purchase of foreign 
currency from the banking system, together with 
larger inflows from the tourist sector. 

The overall economic results achieved during 
the past years have produced a positive climate 
and optimistic orientation as Malta looks towards 
the future with confidence. These achievements 
have consolidated various spheres of economic 
activity and have initiated a process of 
transformation and modernisation which would 
secure a sustainable level of development. This 
endeavour is also bringing the Maltese economy 
closer to its European neighbours, facilitating 
integration with the European Union. Ill 

Act VIII of 1992 and Act XXIV of 1993 
brought about further improvements in existing 
benefits as well as continued the process of 
introducing new benefits in line with the new 
exigencies of Maltese society The introduction 
of a Carer's pension is one such example. 

The modern policy of enhancing financial 
support to the concept of dependency arising 
from old age or a handicap was thus translated 
into a concrete measure The total annual 
expenditure incmTed has now topped the Lml 17 
million figure. 

Malta has ratified the European Convention 
on Social and Medical Assistance. Reciprocal 
agreements on Social Security have to date been 
signed with the United Kingdom, Australia, 
Canada and Libya to safeguard the interests of 
Maltese who are either working in-orwho, with 
their dependants, have emigrated to - these 
countries. As a member country of the Council of 
Europe, Malta has a Permanent Representative 
on the Steering Committee of the Council, which 
is responsible for the harmonization of standards 
in the field of Social Security. It is the Ministry's 
intention to secure new Reciprocal Agreements 
in the field of Social Security with other countries 
so as to facilitate eligibility and portability of 
benefits. Ill 
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MAIN ECONOMIC INDICATORS 

POPULATION AND LABOUR 

Maltese population 

Labour supply 
Gainfully occupied 
Privite Sector Employment 
of which: 

Direct Production 
Market Services 

Unemployment 
Employment in manufacturing 

NATIONAL INCOME (Lm million) 

GNP at current market prices 
Personal consumption 
Government current expenditure 

Gross investment 

PRODUCTION 
GDP at factor cost 

(i) MANUFACTURING (Lm million) 

Total production 
Exports 

(ii) TOURISM 

1984 

338276 
119637 
109189 
65817 

36357 
29460 
10448 
29566 

506.5 
317.5 

80.3 
133.2 

421.4 

292 
161.6 

1986 1988 1990 1991 1992 1993 

343334 349014 355910 359543 362950 366484 
123608 130126 132283 135257 137157 138434 
115109 124973 127196 130338 131609 132259 
66074 

36224 
29850 

8499 
30452 

68267 

36263 
32004 
5153 

31483 

71775 

37574 
34201 
5087 

31961 

74732 

38380 
36352 
4919 

29674 

539.9 634.8 789.8 856.5 
343.4 387.6 460.8 494.5 

89.5 105.2 129.2 147.1 
130.5 174.6 232.6 239. l 

75437 

37952 
37485 

5548 
29306 

76829 

37717 
39112 

6175 
29303 

916.4 983.7 
531.4 574.9 
164.3 189.3 
240.9 272.6 

461.8 542.6 649.6 709.9 769.7 830.3 

327.1 383.3 518.9 582.5 673.1 708.9 
178.6 214.5 314 370.6 450.7 479.3 

Number of arrivals 479747 574189 783846 871776 895036 l 002381 1063069 
Gross income from tourism (Lm million) 63.l 83.9 138.2 157.4 175.3 180.5 233.2 

BALANCE OF PAYMENTS (Lm million) 

Exports of goods and services 
Imports of goods and services 

Resource gap 
Net investment income from abroad 

Transfers (net) 
Surplus/deficit on current account 
Changes in Malta's internal reserves 

FOREIGN TRADE (Lm million) 
Domestic exports (f.o.b.) 

Re-exports 
Imports (c.i.f.) 
Industrial supplies 
Capital goods and others 

Consumer goods 
Balance of trade 

MONEY AND BANKING (Lm million) 

Total Monetary Assets 
CmTency in circulation 
Total bank deposits 

Domestic credit 
Claims on private and parastatal sectors 
Net claims on Government 
Total external reserves 
Monetary authorities 
Commercial banks and other financial 

institutions 

323.5 
393.5 
-70.0 
45.5 
29.7 

5.2 
14.8 

164.8 
16.5 

330.5 
186.9 
54.8 
88.8 

-149.1 

283.7 
350.8 

202.9 
-15.6 

518.3 

41.6 

370.2 480 626.4 
421.7 540.9 726.9 
-5 l.5 -60.9 -100.5 
28.1 28.3 55.0 
28.1 55.1 27.8 
4.6 22.5 -17.7 

12.7 17.8 -5.2 

701.9 
791.2 
-89.4 
49.7 
37.3 
-2.5 
9.9 

804.1 
866.0 
-61.9 
41.7 
29.9 
9.6 

94.5 

887.8 
978.0 
-90.2 
47.5 
23.2 

-19.5 
45.0 

180.3 217.1 328.7 372.0 451.2 474.9 
14.4 18.8 29.2 33.5 39.4 40.8 

347.9 447.4 620.5 684.0 747.8 827.9 
208.7 259.1 374.0 424.6 464.6 493.0 

57.0 85.8 124.1 115.9 121.8 159.9 
82.2 102.5 122.4 144.0 161.4 175.0 

-153.2 -21 l.5 -262.6 -278.5 -256.8 -312.2 

273.8 314.3 330.3 344.3 337.6 353.3 
437.1 534.2 711.3 788.6 901.2 1013.5 

248.7 325.5 486.8 576.8 638. I 720.7 
-2.4 28.3 91.2 119.5 121.6 137.3 

475.3 495.4 432.4 413.2 477.9 534.0 

68.2 78.2 139.9 169.1 198.6 187.7 
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INFRASTRUCTURE 

Industrial development is linked to the expansion 
of infrastructural facilities in the fields of 
telecommunications, water and energy, transport 
and communications. A vast programme of 
infrastructural works was carried out during the 
past five years to upgrade and expand existing 
facilities, and to provide new ones. The following 
selected projects give an indication of 
Government's commitment in this sphere. 

Telecommunications 

Telemalta Corporation, with the assistance of 
the International Telecommunications Union, 
prepared and put into operation a programme for 
the changing ofMalta' s telecommunications from 
an electromechanical to a completely digital 
system. 

An International Gateway with 2,000 ports, 
giving the island direct telephone exchange with 
the rest of the world, was established and 
commissioned in 1989. International circuits were 
increased threefold. 

With 159,000 new digital lines Telemalta 
Corporation has the switchgear and transmission 
equipment necessary to meet demand up to 1996 
and beyond. 

Telemalta Corporation also introduced a.set 
of new services including 'star' services which 
allow full call transfer and conference facilities, 
'telecare' services which provide security for the 
elderly in their homes, 'TAFDA' services forthe 
partially deaf and 'telecard' to enable non-cash 
payments at phone boxes. Telebanking has also 
been introduced by one of Malta's commercial 
banks. 

Following the provision of well over 50,000 
new telephone services during the past six years, 
a programme for the enhancement of the 
distribution network is current! y under way. This, 
when completed during 1994, will make service 
on demand possible throughout Malta and Gozo. 

New Air Terminal 

The provision of an efficient and safe air 
transport system is of major importance in Malta's 
development strategy, not only because tourism 
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and the tertiary sector are two of the pillars of the 
economy, but also because air communications 
constitute a vital link with other countries. 

One of the first priorities of this administration 
was the construction of a new air terminal capable 
of handling the projected passenger throughput. 

The New Air Terminal, built at a cost of 
Lm20 million, was completed in less than three 
years and inaugurated in February 1992. 

The main building has five floors covering an 
area of about 16 ,000 square metres. The Terminal 
is equipped with the latest technology systems 
and its facilities are designed to handle 2.5 million 
passengers per year. 

The new Air Terminal is run on commercial 
lines by Malta International Airport Ltd, which 
was set up in 1991. 

Malta Freeport 

Since the attainment of Independence, Malta 
has given considerable attention to efforts aimed 
at exploiting the Island's strategic position to 
create new employment opportunities and new 
means of earning foreign exchange. Particular 
attention has been given to the development of 
Marsaxlokk Harbour into an international 
shipping and business distribution centre in the 
Mediterranean. 

The concept of a Malta Freeport was first 
presented to Parliament in 1963. The construction 
of a limited transhipment centre was initiated in 
1978. In 1987 the Malta Government decided to 
convert this transhipment centre into a full freeport 
zone comprising a Freeport Terminal, an Oil 
Terminal as well as Freeport Storage facilities. 

Alteration works in Terminal One were carried 
out to provide 2,700 ground slots. In 1991 
Tem1inal l ,jointly managed by the Malta Freeport 
Corporation and A&P Appledore Harbours Ltd. 
of the UK, handled 157 ,000 containers, a figure 
which went up to 259 ,232 in 1992. Phase One of 
the Oil Tanking Project for the blending and 
bunkering of oil products has been completed, 
and received its first shipment of oil in the first 
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half of 1992. This project is a joint venture 
between the Malta Freeport and the German 
company, Oil Tanking GmbH. The German 
company is investing over Lm6 million in this 
project. 

The first part of the Freepo1t Storage facilities, 
consisting of ten huge warehousing units, was 
also completed during 1992. 

Electricity Generation 

Enemalta Corporation is in the process of 
upgrading the .supply and distribution of 
electricity. 

The new Power Station at Delimara is being 
extended from the present l 20MW to an estimated 
3 lOMW by 1997. An order for two gas turbines 
has been placed as part of this expansion. 

A project for the extension of the 132KV 
primary distribution system is also under way. 

The New Air Terminal 
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Water Production 

Water in Mal ta is produced through 
desalination (reverse osmosis) and from natural 
ground water resources. Desalination in 1993 
reached some 60% of total water production and 
is set to increase by a further 26,400 m/day in 
1994 when additional reverse osmosis equipment 
is installed at Pembroke. A site for a new plant on 
the southern coast of Malta is being identified. 

This high ratio of desalinated water means 
that standards of the distributed potable water 
continue to improve. Strict quality control is also 
maintained on the micro-biological quality of the 
water supplied to consumers. 

The relatively low production costs of ground 
water and the strategic value of the aquiferrequires 
the Water Services Corporation to protect these 
resources to the scientifically sustainable 
maximum. 

The Water Services Corporation is committed 
to improving tap water quality and encouraging 
water conservation and re-use while ensuring 
that an uninteITupted supply is guaranteed to the 
consumer. II 
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APPENDIX I 
Malta's Administration 

Prime Minister: 
The Hon. Edward Fenech-Adami B.A., LLD., M.P. 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs: 
The Hon. Guido de Marco B.A., LL.D., M.P. 

Minister for Home Affairs and Social Development: 
The Hon. Louis Galea B.A., LL.D., M.P. 

Parliamentary Secretary: 
The Hon. John Rizzo Naudi M.D., B.Sc., F.R.C.P., M.P. 

Parliamentary Secretary: 
The Hon. Antoine Mifsud Bonnici M.D., B.Sc., B. Pharm., M.P. 

Minister for Economic Services: 
The Hon. George Bonello Du Puis LLD., M.P. 

Parliamentary Secretary: 
The Hon. Joseph Psaila Savona, M.D., D.T.C.D., M.P. 

Minister of Education and Human Resources: 
The Hon. Michael Falzon B.Arch., A.&C.E., M.P. 

Parliamentary Secretary: 
The Hon. Joseph Cassar B.A., LL.D., M.P. 

Minister for Gozo: 
The Hon. Anton Tabone M.P. 

Minister of Finance: 
The Hon. John Dalli F.C.C.A., C.P.A., M.B.I.M., M.P. 

Parliamentary Secretary: 
The Hon. JosefBonnici B.A. (Hons), M.A., Ph.D. (Econ), M.P. 

Minister for Social Security: 
The Hon. George Hyzler M.D., M.P. 

Minister of Justice: 
The Hon. Joseph Fenech B.A. (Hons), LL.D., M.P. 

Minister for Transport, Communications and Technology: 
The Hon. Michael Frendo LLD., LL.M., M.P. 

Minister for the Environment: 
The Hon. Francis Zammit Dimech LL.D., M.P. 

Parliamentary Secretary: 
The Hon. Ninu Zammit B.A.Arch., B.Arch.(Hons), A.&C.E., M.P. 

Parliamentary Secretary: 
The Hon. Stanley Zammit M.D., M.P. 

Minister for Youth and the Arts: 
The Hon. Michael Refalo B.A. (Hons), LL.D., M.P. 

Minister for Food, Agriculture and Fisheries: 
The Hon. Censu Galea B.E. & A., A. & C.E., M.P. 
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APPENDIX II 
List of Maltese Prime Ministers 

1921 - 1923 
1923 - 1924 
1924 - 1927 
1927 - 1932 
1932 - 1933 
1947 - 1950 

1950 (Sept-Dec) 
1950 - 1951 
1951 - 1953 
1953 - 1955 
1955 - 1958 
1962 - 1966 
1966 - 1971 
1971 - 1976 
1976 - 1981 
1981 - 1984 
1984-1987 
1987 - 1992 
1992 -

Mr Joseph Howard (Unione Politica Maltese*) 
Dr Francesco Buhagiar (Unione Politica Maltese*) 
Dr (later Sir) Ugo P Mifsud (Partit Nazzjonalista) 
Count Sir Gerald Strickland (Constitutional Party) 
Sir Ugo P Mifsud (Partit Nazzjonalista) 
Dr (later Sir) Paul Boffa (Malta Labour Party and later Christian Workers' 
Party) 
Dr Enrico Mizzi (Partit Nazzjonalista) 
Dr Giorgio Borg-Olivier (Partit Nazzjonalista) 
Dr Giorgio Borg-Olivier (Partit Nazzjonalista) 
Dr Giorgio Borg-Olivier (Partit Nazzjonalista) 
Mr Dominic Mintoff (Malta Labour Party) 
Dr Giorgio Borg-Olivier (Partit Nazzjonalista) 
Dr Giorgio Borg-Olivier (Partit Nazzjonalista) 
Mr Dominic Mintoff (Malta Labour Party) 
Mr Dominic Mintoff (Malta Labour Party) 
Mr Dominic Mintoff (Malta Labour Party) 
Dr Carmelo Mifsud-Bonnici (Malta Labour Party) 
Dr Edward Fenech-Adami (Partit Nazzjonalista) 
Dr Edward Fenech-Adami (Partit Nazzjonalista) 

* later merged with the Partito Democratico Nazionalista 
to form the Partit Nazzjonalista 

Auberge de Castille, Valletta (OfficeofthePrimeMinister). 

22 



MALTA INFORMATION 

APPENDIX III 
List of Presidents of Malta 

1974 - 1976 
1976 - 1981 
1981 - 1982 

1982 - 1987 
J 987 - 1989 

1989 - 1994 
1994 -

Sir Anthony Mamo 

Dr Anton Buttigieg 
Dr Albert V Hyzler (Ad Interim - Dec 27 to Feb 15) 

Miss Agatha Barbara 
Mr Paul Xuereb (Ad Interim - Feb 16 to Apr 3) 

Dr Censu Tabone 
Dr Ugo Mifsud Bonnici 

San Anton Palace, Attard (Residence of the President of Malta). 

APPENDIX IV 
The Maltese Courts 

The Constitutional Court 

The jurisdiction of the Constitutional Court is 
appellate in cases involving violations of human 
rights, interpretation of the Constitution and 
invalidity of laws. It has original jurisdiction to 
decide questions as to membership of the House 
of Representatives and any reference made to it 
relating to voting for election of members of the 
House of Representatives. 

The Court of Appeal 

This Court, composed of three judges, hears 
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appeals from the Commercial Court and from the 
First Hall of the Civil Court; the same Court 
composed of one judge hears appeals from the 
Court of Magistrates in its civil jurisdiction. An 
appeal also lies to the Court of Appeal from 
decisions of a number of special tribunals. 

The Criminal Court 

In this Court the judge sits with a jury of nine 
persons to try, on indictment, offences exceeding 
the competence of the Court of Magistrates as a 
Court of Criminal Judicature. This court may in 
certain cases sit without a jury. 
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The Court of Criminal Appeal 

This Court, consisting of three judges, hears 
appeals from persons convicted before the 
Criminal Court. A person convicted on indictment 
may appeal against his conviction in all cases or 
against the sentence passed on his conviction 
unless the sentence is one fixed by law. An appeal 
can never result in a sentence of greater severity. 
An accused person may also appeal against a 
verdict of not guilty on the ground of insanity. In 
certain cases the Court may also order a re-trial. 
The Attorney General, who is the prosecutor 
before all the Superior Courts, cannot appeal 
from a verdict of acquittal or against the sentence 
passed. The Court also hears appeals by the 
accused and by the Attorney General from 
decisions on preliminary pleas and from decisions 
on pleas regarding the admissibility of evidence. 

This Court, when formed by one judge, hears 
appeals from judgments delivered by the Court 
of Magistrates as a Court of Criminal Judicature. 
In this case the person convicted can also appeal 
in all cases, whether against conviction or against 
the sentence passed. The Attorney General's 
right of appeal from these judgments is limited in 
most cases to appeals on points of law, though 
increasingly, particular laws are conferring a 
general right of appeal to the Attorney General in 
connection with some offences. 

The Commercial Court 

This Court takes cognizance of all causes of 
a commercial nature or relating to commerce 
exceeding the jurisdiction of the Magistrates' 
Court. It is exclusively competent to take 
cognizance of all proceedings in bankruptcy as 
well as all causes relating to marine insurance, 
collisions of vessels and salvage. 

The Civil Court: First Hall and Second Hall 

The First Hall takes cognizance of all causes 
of a civil nature exceeding the jurisdiction of the 
Magistrates' Court. Of particular importance is 
its taking cognizance of all applications forredress 
in respect of violations of the constitutionally 
protected human rights, as well as Fundamental 
Human Rights protected by the European 
Convention which was made part of the Laws of 
Malta by Act XIV of 1987. 

The Second Hall is a Court of voluntary 
jurisdiction in matters of a civil nature, such as 
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the tutorship of minors, adoption, the interdiction 
and incapacitations of persons of unsound mind, 
the opening of successions, and the confirmation 
of testamentary executors. 

The Magistrates' Courts 

These Courts, which are always composed of 
a single Magistrate, exercise both civil and 
criminal jurisdiction. 

The Magistrates' Court for Malta, in the civil 
field, has only an inferior jurisdiction of first 
instance, in general limited to claims not 
exceeding two hundred and fifty Maltese Liri. In 
the criminal field, the Court has a twofold 
jurisdiction, namely as a Court of Criminal 
Judicature for the trial of offences falling within 
its jurisdiction, and as a Court of Inquiry in 
respect of offences falling within the jurisdiction 
of the Criminal Court. In the first case, the Court 
is competent to try all offences punishable with 
up to six months imprisonment. In the second 
case, it conducts the preliminary inquiry in respect 
of indictable offences and transmits the relative 
record to the Attorney General. If there is no 
objection from the accused, the Attorney General 
may send back for decision by the Court of 
Magistrates cases punishable with up to ten years 
imprisonment. 

The Gozo Courts 

The Magistrates' Court for Gozo in the civil 
field, has a two-fold jurisdiction, an inferior 
jurisdiction comparable to that exercised by its 
counterpart Court· in Malta, and a superior 
jurisdiction, both civil and commercial, in respect 
of causes which in Malta are cognizable by the 
First Hall of the Civil Court and by the 
Commercial Court. 

Within the limits of its territorial jurisdiction, 
this Court has also the powers of a Court of 
voluntary jurisdiction. 

As an appellate Court, composed of three 
Magistrates, it has also a twofold jurisdiction, 
namely an inferior jurisdiction and a superior 
jurisdiction in respect of appeals from judgments 
given by the Court, composed of one Magistrate, 
in its inferior and superior jurisdiction 
respectively, in the latter case (saving agreement 
between the parties) subject to a limit of five 
hundred Maltese Liri. 
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The Juvenile Court 

The Juvenile Courts Ordinance (Cap 71) was 
repealed by Act XXIV of 1980. The Juvenile 
Court is now provided for by Act XXIV of 1980 
as subsequently amended by Act XI of 1985. It 
consists of a Magistrate sitting in a place different 
from that of the ordinary Courts of criminal 
jurisdiction and hearing charges against, or other 
proceedings relating to, persons under the age of 
sixteen years. In the proceedings before it, the 
Court is assisted by two persons, one of whom is 
a woman, whom the Court may consult in any 
case for its decision, such consultation to take 

APPENDIX v 
Malta's Parliaments since 1921 

1921 
Unione Politi ca Maltese ................................ 14 
Constitutional Party ........................................ 7 
Labour Party ................................................... 7 
Partito Democratico Nazionalista .................. .4 

1924 
Unione Politica Maltese ................................ 10 
Constitutional Party ....................................... 10 
Labour Party ................................................... 7 
Partito Democratico Nazionalista .................. 5 

1927 
Constitutional Party ....................................... 15 
Partit Nazzjonalista1 

........................................................... 14 
Labour Party ................................................... 3 

1932 
Partit Nazzjonalista ....................................... 21 
Constitutional Party ....................................... 10 
Labour Party ...... ...... .. ..... ...... .. .. ............ .......... 1 

1939 
Constitutional Party ........................................ 6 
Partit Nazzjonalista ........................................ 3 
Labour Party .... ............. ...... .. ... .. .. ... .. .. .. .......... 1 

1945 
Malta Labour Party ......................................... 9 
Jones's Party ................................................... 1 
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place in open Court. The Court is not, however, 
bound to abide by the opinion of the assistants. 
Sittings are at present being held at the "Centru 
Hidma Socjali" in Santa Venera. 

Independence of the Judiciary 

The Judiciary (Judges and Magistrates) and 
the Attorney General enjoy security of tenure and 
are independent from the other organs of the 
State. 

The Constitution provides for this 
independence through its various provisions. II 

1947 
Malta Labour Party ....................................... 24 
Partit Nazzjonalista ......................................... 7 
Democratic Action Party ................................. 4 
Gozo Party ....................................................... 3 
Jones's Party ................................................... 2 

1950 
Partit Nazzjonalista ....................................... 12 
Christian Workers' Party .............................. 11 
Malta Labour Party ....................................... 11 
Constitutional Party ........................................ .4 
Democratic Action Party ................................. 1 
Independent ..................................................... 1 

1951 
Partit Nazzjonalista ....................................... 15 
Christian Workers' Party ................................ 7 
Malta Labour Party ....................................... 14 
Constitutional Party ........................................ .4 

1953 
Partit Nazzjonalista ...................................... 18 
Malta W QTkers' Party ..................................... 3 
Malta Labour Party ...................................... 19 

1955 
Malta Labour Party ...................................... 23 
Partit Nazzjonalista ...................................... 17 
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1962 
Partit Nazzjonalista ..................................... 262 

Malta Labour Party ...................................... 16 
Democratic Nationalist Party ......................... 3 
Christian Workers Party ................................ 4 
Progressive Constitutional Party ................... I 

1966 
Partit Nazzjonalista ...................................... 28 
Malta Labour Party ...................................... 22 

1971 
Malta Labour Party ...................................... 292 

Partit Nazzjonalista ...................................... 26 

1976 
Malta Labour Party ...................................... 34 
PartitNazzjonalista ...................................... 31 

1981 
Malta Labour Party ...................................... 34 
Partit N azzjonalista ...................................... 31 

APPENDIX VI 
1994 Local Council Elections 

First Final 

1987 
Partit Nazzjonalista ...................................... 353 

Malta Labour Party ...................................... 33' 
Independent .................................................... I' 

1992 
Partit Nazzjonalista ....................................... 34 
Malta Labour Party ....................................... 31 

I. Merged to form the Partit Nazzjonalista (Nationalist 
Party). 

2. Following an Opposition M.P. joining the government 
party. 

3. Following the addition of four seats to give the Party 
winning a plurality of votes a Parliamentary majority. 

4. From October 1989 as one MP was expelled from the 
Malta Labour Party but retained his seat independently. 

Councillors Mayors Deputy Local 

Preference Count of Mayors Councils 

Votes Votes 

Partit Nazzjonalista 43.9% 44.2% 200 

Alternattiva Demokratika 3.3% 2.4% 8 

Other Parties 1 6.6% 6.1% 28 

Independents 46.2% 42.8% 189 

Non transferable votes - 4.5% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 425 

Percentage Voting 68.3% 

I. As defined in the Local Councils Act, 1993. 
2. Elected by all Local Councillors through a system of proportional representation 

(single transferable vote). 
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Association 

34 20 4 

- 1 -

6 1 -

27 8 2 

67 30 62 
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APPENDIX VII 
Biographies 

The President of Malta 
Dr Ugo Mifsud Bonnici 

Dr Ugo Mifsud Bonnici, son of Carmelo and 
Maria nee' Ross, was born in Cospicua on 
8November1932. He waseducatedattheLyceum 
and the Royal University of Malta. He graduated 
as a Bachelor of Arts in 1952 and as a Doctor of 
Laws in 1955. As a lawyer, Dr Mifsud Bonnici 
practised in all the Law Courts of Malta. On 
3 May 1959 he married Gemma nee' Bianco. 
They have three children: Carmelo, Anton and 
Jeanne-Pia. 

Following in his father's footsteps, he 
contested the General Elections in the interests of 
the Nationalist Party in 1966. He was elected from 
the 2nd District which comprised Cospicua, 
Vittoriosa, Senglea, Kalkara and Fgura. He has 
been re-elected in all subsequent General 
Elections. For fifteen years (1972-1987) he was 
the Nationalist Party's spokesman for Education. 
In 1977 he was also elected President of the Party's 
General and Administrative Councils. 

In 1987 the Nationalist Party was elected to 
Government and Dr Mifsud Bonnici was 
appointed to the Cabinet as Minister of Education. 
His portfolio included Education, Environment, 
Broadcasting, Culture, Youth, Museums and 
Sport. In 1990 he became Minister of Education 
and the Interior. Following the 1992 elections Dr 
Mifsud Bonnici was appointed Minister of 
Education and Human Resources. 

As a Member of Parliament, Dr Ugo Mifsud 
Bonnici took an active interest in the updating of 
Malta's legislation. He was a memberofnumerous 
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Select Committees including the Committee set 
up to draft the Constitutional changes that declared 
Malta a Republic. 

As a Minister, Dr Ugo Mifsud Bonnici worked 
on the drafting of important legislation such as 
the Education Act, the Environment Act, the 
National Archives Act and the Occupational 
Health and Safety Promotion Act. 

Notwithstanding his commitments,Dr Mifsud 
Bonnici is a prolific writer. His articles have 
appeared in various newspapers and some of 
them were published in two books: Il-Unja it­
Tajba - L-Al1jar Artikli ta' Dottor Ugo Mifsud 
Bonnici and Biex il-Futur Rega' Beda. He also 
spent some years as editor of a literary magazine 
MaltaLetterarja. 

The Prime Minister 
Dr Edward Fenech-Adami 

A graduate in arts and laws from the University 
of Malta, Edward Fenech-Adami, born in 1934, 
is the son of a customs officer who was a one­
time emigrant to the USA. 

He established a reputation in the Christian 
Democratic Nationalist Party from the early 
sixties as a reserved but determined and capable 
constituency official and Member of Parliament. 
These qualities endeared him to the Party's grass 
roots and, after serving in various Parliamentary 
and Party posts, he emerged the net winner in the 
keenly contested election to replace Dr George 
Borg-Olivier as Party Leader in 1977. Under his 
direction, younger, more open-minded and 
socially-alert elements were encouraged to 
associate themselves with the Party. 

Dr Fenech-Adami's style of leadership 
immediately upset the governing Labour Party 
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and in the first General Election after he assumed 
the leadership, his Party obtained an absolute 
majority of votes, giving it its largest measure of 
support since the Second World War. A 
gerrymandering exercise, however, cheated the 
Nationalists of power in 1981 and it had to be 
another five long, disheartening and bitterly­
contested years before Dr Fenech-Adami won 
the premiership, again with 51 % of the votes 
cast. Dr Fenech-Adami led his Nationalist Party 
to another electoral victory in February 1992, 
winning 52% of the national vote. With a third 
successive mandate he is set to make Malta a full 
member of the European Union. 

Charting a middle course and emphasising a 
social market economy, Prime Minister Fenech­
Adami has avoided confrontation and depolarised 
society, sometimes running the risk of alienating 
his supporters who had opposed the idiosyncratic 
local version of socialism during the sixteen 
years between 1971 and 1987. A good debator, 
Dr Fenech-Adami has rapidly assumed a 
statesmanlike stature and has seen that the 
country's legacies of previous years have been 
left behind. 

Dr Fenech-Adami's Government has moved 
Malta away from the inward-looking import­
substitution economy it found in 1987. The 
country today stands out in Europe as a vibrant 
centre of international trade; a centre which is 
expanding its role as a regional industrial, 
maritime and financial hub. 

The Chief Justice 
Prof Giuseppe Mifsud Bonnici 

Professor Giuseppe Mifsud Bonnici ( 1930 - ) 
was appointed Chief Justice in 1990. A member 
of one of Malta's most distinguished political 
and legal families, he has been active in public 
life for many years. While at University he sat in 
the Students' Representative Council and presided 
over that body for five years. He graduated in 
Laws in 1958. He later continued his studies at 
the University of Rome and was appointed a 
lecturer at the University of Malta in 1966. He 
became Professor of Philosophy ofLaw.in 1988, 
the year he was appointed a Judge of Malta's 
Superior Courts. A long serving member of the 
Chamber of Advocates he was its President 
between 1978 and 1985. Professor Mifsud 
Bonnici was also President of the Malta Football 
Association for 14 years from 1968 to 1982. 
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The Speaker 
Dr Lawrence Gonzi 

A nephew of the late Archbishop Michael Gonzi, 
Dr Lawrence Gonzi (1953 - ) became Speaker of 
the House of Representatives in 1988. A lawyer 
from the industrial harbour area, Dr Gonzi is a 
former President of the Malta Catholic Action 
and has been active in helping the handicapped 
and prison inmates. His doctoral thesis, submitted 
in 197 5, was on the subject of unlawful assembly. 
He is also a keen sportsman. His modest but firm 
bearing has helped calm frayed tempers in the 
House and avoid unnecessary squabbling. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Prof Guido de Marco 

Professor Guido de Marco (1931- ) was first 
elected to Parliament in 1966. He has been 
Minister of Foreign Affairs since 1990 and Deputy 
Prime Minister since 1987. Between 1987 and 
1990 he was Minister of the Interior and Justice. 
In 1990-91 he served as President of the 45th 
Session of the United Nations General Assembly. 

A graduate in arts and laws from the University 
of Maf ta he was appointed lecturer in the Law 
Faculty atthe University in 1967 and later became 
Professor of Criminal Law. He is a former 
Secretary General of the Nationalist Party and 
has been its Deputy Leader since 1977. He was a 
member of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe for almost twenty years. 

The Leader of the Opposition 
Dr Alfred Sant 

After Labour Party's electoral defeat in February 
1992, Dr Alfred Sant (1948 - ) became leader of 
the Opposition, succeeding Dr Carmelo Mifsud­
Bonnici. An economist, he studied and worked in 
Malta as well as in France, Belgium and the 
United States. He obtained a Doctorate in 
Industrial Leadership from Harvard University 
in Boston, United States. For some time he was 
Executive Deputy Chairman of the Malta 
Development Corporation. In 1982, he was 
appointed Chairman of the Malta Labour Party's 
Information Department. In 1984 he was elected 
President of the Labour Party, a post he occupied 
until 1987 when he was co-opted to the House of 
Representatives. 
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APPENDIX VIII 
Some available publications on Maltese historical, political and 
economic development, published in Malta 

1993 Henry Frendo (Ed.), Maltese Political Development 1798-1964, Selected Readings (Ministry 
of Education and Human Resources) 
Brigadier A. Samut-Tagliaferro, The Coastal Fortifications. of Gozo and Comino (Midsea 
Publications) 
Emmanuel Azzopardi, Malta - The History of the Coinage (Said Publications) 
Lino Bugeja/MarioBuhagiar/Stanley Fiorini,Birgu, A Maltese Maritime City (Malta University 
Services Ltd.) 
Nicholas de Piro, The Sedan Chair in Malta - ls-Suggetta (Fondazzjoni Patrimonju Malti) 
Quentin Hughes, Malta, A Guide to the Fortifications (Said Publications) 
V. Mallia-Milanes, Hospitaller Malta 1530-1798(Mireva) 

1992 Giuseppe Castelli & Charles Cini, Roman Malta (Confederazione Mondiale Exallievi ed 
Exallieve di Don Bosco & Bank of Valletta) 
Jimmy Farrugia, Antique Maltese Domestic Silver (Said Publications) 
Joseph C. Sammut, From Scudo to Sterling (Said Publications) 
Roger Ellul-Micallef/Stanley Fiorini, Collected Papers (University of Malta) 

1991 · Joseph M. Pirotta, Fortress Colony: The Final Act Vols: I & II (Studia Editions) 
Henry Frendo, Party Politics in a Fortress Colony:· The Maltese Experience (Midsea 
Publications, 2nd Edition) 

1990 Antonio EspinosaRodriguez,Paintings at the National Museum of Fine Arts (Said Publications) 
Charles Cini, Goza - The Roots of An Island (Said Publications) 

1989 Henry Frendo, Malta's Quest for Independence (Valletta Publishing Co.) 
M. Frendo and J. Bonnici, Malta in the European Community (Chamber of Commerce) 
A.HJ. Prins,/n Peril of the Sea (Said International) 
T. Cortis (Ed.), L-Identita Kulturali ta' Malta (Department oflnformation, Valletta) 
Carmel Testa, The Life and Times of Grand Master Pinto (Midsea Books) 

1988 Lino Briguglio, The Maltese Economy (David Moore) 
Leonard Mahoney, A History of Maltese Architecture (Author) 
V. Mallia Milanes (Ed.), British Colonial Experience (Mireva) 
Nicholas de Piro, The International Dictionary of Artists who Painted Malta (Said Publications) 

1987 E.P. Delia, Focus on Aspects of the Maltese Economy (COPE) 
J.M. Pirotta, Fortress Colony (Studia Editions) 

1986 Adrianus Koster (Ed), Lord Strickland Vol. 2 (Vol. 1 - 1984) (Progress Press) 

1985 Godfrey Wettinger, The Jews of Malta in the Late Middle Ages (Midsea Books) 
Joseph Bezzina, Religion and Politics in a Crown Colony (Bugelli Publications) 

1984 Edward Zammit, A Colonial Inheritance (Malta University Press) 
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