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MSC VIRTUAL DISPLAY N°46 
by Alan Green 

Malta Airmail Services 
1939-1940 

At the outbreak of war, only Ala Llttoria operated air services from Malta, 
while access to BOAC flying boat routes was a short sea journey to Italy. 
With security concerns about Italy, a new BOAC service was started from 
UK to Cairo via Malta. However it was less frequent and more expensive 
than the UK route via Italy. Meanwhile, the PanAm transatlantic service 
had terminated at Lisbon, instead of Marseille, at the start of the ·war. 

AlrfhlH: 
-- Alal.knrfa 
-- Bo.tie {Lall<lplane1) 
- Bo.tie (FIJlool Booa) -- ...,..u ... 11ta11an• 
-- Air fTMco (D,.) 
-- '*'AM•ftcan 

Map showing the main airmail services from Malta between September 1939 
and June 1940. The BOAC services were suspended when Italy entered the 
war on the Axl1 lide, with the final Malta. Ala Ltttoria sc~rvice on 5 June 1940. 
Thi1 left Malta. without any airline 1ervice1, exacerbate1i by the fall of France. 

Ala Llttor1a used Iha SM 7 5 landplane on Matta-Rome 
services via Palermo, with seaplanes via Syracuse. 

The new BOAC se~11ce from U.K. to Coiro via Fronce, 
TunlS and Malta wus operated lnlttolly by the DH9l. 



Wartime Air Mail 

Airmail services via Rome operated by Ala Llttorla continued after the 
start of WW2, as Italy was neutral until June 1940. Malta GPO airmail 
rates were also unchanged, with one rate where the air sector finished 
at Rome and a higher rate for routes with onward air service from Rome. 

1939(17NO) Airmail cover from Malta to Holland 1l8ing the Italian air 
service to Rome. Franked 4d with two KG.VI definitives, this pays the 
\oz. rate for airmail to Italy. From Rome to Holland, the letter went by 
surface, probably by train via France. The cover has a Par Avion Jusqu'a 
ROME ha:ndstamp to indicate the end of the airmail sector. Probably 
flown on a SM.75 landplane of Ala Uttorla, departing on 18 Nov 1939. 

S<NokJ.Mard\eltl SM.75 airline! of Ala lltlorla. sh<mlng wartime nanonal ldennftcatton boods. 

Ala ll!lolla's November 1939 timetable shows tlNO rouleS flOm Malta 1o Rome. Each operoled lhree 
dais per week on allemate dais, except Sondaf. 
On Noodafs, Wednesdays & Flldays, a seoplane service flOm Trlpoll which landed In MOISOXloldc 
Bay at Malkl From Molla. 1his seMai coled at Syrocuse and Naples en route to Rome 
On Tuesdays, Thu!Sdays and Saturdays, a landplOll9 setVlce usklg Ta Kall aerodrome. This seMc:e 

! Ol1gtnated In Maha and called at Catania. Palermo and Naples en route to Rome. 
I_ 
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Wartime Air Mail 

From September 1939, airmail to France could be sent by Imperial Airways 
to Marseille, or by A1a Uttoria via Rome to Marseille and Par.is. The Italian 
service operated six times per week (except Sun), while Imperial Airways 
was only weekly (Wed). As the postage rates were similar, it is likely dud: 
mail would be sent by the Italian service UDless specified to the contrary. 

1940(MY3) Airmail double rate~ cover from Malta to France. 
The ls2d franking matclae. the Italian airmail rate for a letter under 
loz. (Reeistratton fee 3d + airmail first t 2oz. 6d + additional t,.~ 5d). 



Wartime Air Mail 
Malta - Denmark 

Government Notice No.195 of May 1934 set the airmail letter rate from 
Malta to France at 6d (1st half-oz.), with the route to Paris operated via 
Rome and Marseilles. Tirls rate also applied to mail that continued by 
surface from Paris, although few examples are recorded with Par Avion 
Jusqu'a markings. Denmark was one destination served in this manner, 
with Paris as the Air Mail terminal. The Paris airmail service came to an 
abrupt end in June 1940, when Italy entered WW2 with the Axis forces. 

..... ....uny Qllllillerl 
Florlan .... lta. 

1939(DE19) Censored 6d rate airmail cover from Malta to Copenhagen 
via Paris with boxed PAR A VION JUSQU'A Paris & Malta censor No.79. 
Opened and resealed in Malta with label type CSL-58. No backstamps • 

IPARAVION ~ 
...... _.J;...U;.,..S_Q-'-U-' ...;.A-'---...:..::.--J 

55xl2mm homed hondslamp wt1h space 
for transfer locatlcn lo be insetled manually. 
'Paris' recooled between Aug'.39 & Mor.40. 
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Wartime Air Mail 

Airmail from Malta could be flown throughout to England via Rome at 
one-third of the cost of the less-frequent Imperial Airways service. The 
sector from Malta to Turin via Rome was operated by Ala I.Jttoria, with 
Turin to Paris operated by Avio I.Jnee Italiane. Prior to the outbreak of 
war, the ALI service continued to London (Croydon). 

~ 
BY A I RMAIL 

~.~, 
al.- /) n . 

--- 1~. 

I~-, ~ "'\. , . 
' 

{">uf~Ml. . ~ -~· 
1939(DE20) Airmail cover from Malta to UK at the 5d rate via 
Italy, without any censor markings. Ill8Cl'ibed 'via Ala Uttorla'. 

Probable routing for this airmail cover: 
20.12 Cancelled at Sliema Branch Office 
21.12 Ala Uttoria landplane seivice 422 to Rome 
22.12 Ala Llttoria seivice 563 Rome to Turin 
22.12 Avio Linee ltaliane seivice 570 Turin to Paris 
22.12 Paris to Heston Imperial Airways/Air France 
2V23. l 2 overnight train London-Carlisle. 

Avto Unee ltoliane IAUl used the Flot G 1 BV airliner 
on its route from Venice tc Paris via MMon & Tum. 



i Wartime Air Mail 
~-~ 

In early 1940, Airmail services using the Italian routes to and from Malta 
operated normally. At 5d per \oz., this was cheaper than using Imperial 
Airways. This rat.e was introduced in May 1934 and used until Feb 1940. 

1 
- _J 

~ 
SY A ~ R MAIL 

1940(5FE & 13JA) Censored Airmail covel'S from Malta to England, using 
the Italian air services and franked at the European rate of 5d per ~2 oz. 

Multi-purpose lrtongulor Censor mafking. 
No.40 vvos used from Sep 39 10 Feb 43. 

1W Censor mori:ing used 
from Sept 39 lo Sept 40, 
although there wete few 
IW untts during !his lime. 
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Wartime Air Mail 
Malta-Switzerland 

Mall to and from Switzerland was initially unaffected by the outbreak 
of WW2 and continued to use routes through Italy, until June 1 cJ40. 

. 
l: 
0 ·n 
z 
r.U 
u 

L 

Lieut. GLAUDE EXCHAQUET . 

Op. AU.tr. Bat , IX/l 

1.l/V1 EN CA MPAGNE , 

SWITZERLAND• 

l 

j 

l 
(!)1 

c: c 

. "-------~--=--=""==.:::c=.-=c_ ____ _ 
!Topi 1940(23.VI Incoming covw from Swttzlltand wtlh 5l< l~ Landseapes. Opened and resealed by 1he Malta censor. 
(l.oweri l 940IFE28) Censored Airmail co- to 5wltHrland Yill Rome, opened and mealed by 1he same Malta c.nsor. 

PAR AVION ROME 
JUSQU' A I 

56 x l 2mm boxed cachet, Introduced 
In January 1937 and used unfll 1940. 



/I 

Wartime Air Mail 

European services continued to use the Italian routes until June 1940. 
The rates to central European countries were unchanged at 4d per \oz. 
For d,estinations beyond Italy, the air sector often terminate~~~me~ 

' ~~ CODES : A B C 6. 11 Ed. 

a. ~1J.r' . 

l'llVATI 

SO . , YORAZIONE PINOLI 
> ·~ 

CA f l! ').J,'E ~Cf; E 150.()X) IN T ~V ERSA T O 
" ~~e "i~J~ J • ·':,.u 

~L<5s'lra . Lio vo nn . 10010. 11 & Co. 1 

lji>!uta.oi'9tr. 67b , 
~IJ :ro - Srt'"zcrland . 

(Topl 1940!27.JAI Censoted AirmoR cowr from Italy lo Malta with 25c & 1l75 stamps. which have been eicamlned by 1he censor. 
11.owerl 1940IAP171 Censored Ainnall cOYef lo Switzerland, by air"' Rome only, as shown by 1he Par AYlon Jusqu'o ROME morlclng. 

Alo Uttorio CANT Z.506 floatplone l.roRO. Painted In 
a red scheme, this aircraft flew the last pie-war service 
T ripoli·Rome via Matta and Syracuse on 5 .kme 1940. 

PAR AVION ROME 
JUSQU' A I 

56 x 12mm boxed cachet, Introduced in 
Januaiy 1937 and used until 1940. The 
above cover is the latest recorded use. 
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Wartime Air Mail 

In May 1939, Pan American started Transatlantic mail services with a 
southern route from New York to Marseilles via the Azores and Lisbon. 
This was followed in June 1939 with a northern route from New York 
to Southampton via Newfoundland and Ireland. The northern route was 
suspended in October 1939, but the southern route, now wring Lisbon 
as its terminus, continued throughout the war. Route code was FAM18. 

1940l6MR! Airmail cover from Molla to New Yori< vta Usbon, fronkod at l a9d p« 
;oz. rate and canltd on the Pan Am Clppor HNlca. Apparontty not conaorod. 

Four Botlng 314's we<• used by Pon American on llansa11ontlc 
1111V1cts from 1939. Thev Wt<t called 'COppers' ohr tilt no mes 
of the olrcroft. Ova< 1800lb al moll was camed on tile ffrst sl!Mct. 

Lisbon bockstomps on tile oboYe Item ore dolod 
12Mar40. Sector from Mollo wos most likely flawn 
by Alo Lltlorto vlo Rome and Melillo to U1bon. 

Cllppa< Olxlt nod orl1vtd ot l.llbon on schedule on 11 Moren 1940, but departure was dtloyod 
unttl 21 Mottn, by which 11,,,. the nect ftlgnt operated by Clipper Amtrlcan llod orl1vod. Both 
Clippers deported forth• Azorn on 21 Moren. but 11'1 lllalfy tnot Cllppa< Olxlo comed this'°"°'· 



• Wartime Air Mail 

On the outbreak of war in 1939, Pan American's F AMI 8 Clipper service 
terminated at Lisbon, instead of Marseille. Similarly, services to Europe 
from the UK were suspended. For transatlantic airmail from Malta, the 
only option was an Italian route via Rome, Melilla and Seville to Lisbon 
connecting with the two times per week PanAm service to New York. 

1939(SP24) Censored airmail cover to USA with ls9\d franking. 
Two stamps (1.-2 d & ld) on reverse, 'cancelled' by the censor, with 
a Lisbon air mail transit postmark (10C39). Overfranked by \d. 

The transatlantic airmail rate from Malta to USA was 1 s~d per \oz. plus postage (l\d per ozJ 

The transatlantlc sector was flown from Lisbon ~ Clipper Dixie. The flight was due lo deport 
on 1October1939, but was delayed fourdcrfS, arriving in New York on 6October1939. 
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Wartime Air Mail 

The Pan American FAM18 service provided the transatlantic sector of 
airmail services from Malta to Canada, via Rome, Lisbon and New York. 

- ~ 
BY AIRMAIL 

\ :, f 

~ lf.E.,.~ . 
.tltp-L a.. -e .: IJJ~ . 

j' I( . .,y,.r ~ 4. 
?? I}. Sook 1/110 . ?~ >-~. 

)/~ 

~ -

l 939(N01 l) Airmail \oz. rate cover to Canada with ls9d franking. Sent 
by Capt. J.S.Symons, Royal Artillery and censored with hand.stamp no.40. 

The tronsotlontic airmail rate from Matto to Canada was 1 sl\d per \oz. plus postage 11 ~d per ozJ 

M<ito to Rome wos llown six dor.; per week by Alo Liltoria, affemoting between londplone 
£Tu/Th/SOI and seaplane IM/W/A selVices. From Rome, Alo Liltoria llew six days per week to 
Lisbon via Mer.Ila, With a night-slop in SevUle. The tronsatlonlic sector was flown from Lisbon 
by Pon Amellcon, in this instance by Clipper Altantic. This flight deported on 21 November 
1939, clliving lo New YOik the following day. ~rom New Yolk. Canadian Colonial AirwafS 
operaed doily setVices to Montreal With DC3 aircraft. 



Wartime Air Mail 

The 1940 Ala Llttorla summer timetable shows an acceleration of the 
Rome to Lisbon service. This deleted the stop at Barcelona, allowing 
Llsbon to be reached in one day and avoiding a night-stop at Seville. 

il:tt-)la1l. 

Jlea&ra • Gerlulrd .t 897 . eo.. Inc•, 

Hew York Cit.y. 

-------------
U. S. A. 

1940(MY14) Airmail cover to USA with ls9d franking, with no sign 
of any censorship. The Lisbon transit postmark (23MY40) on reverse 
shows this cover was delayed between Malta and Lisbon.Hall flights 
were operating to schedule, it should only have taken two days and 
would then have connected with an earlier Pan Am Clipper flight. 

The transatlantic airmail rote from Mollo to USA was l s7".d per \oz. plus postage !11:.d per ozJ 

The lronsotlontic sector was flown from Lisbon on 25 May 1940 by Clipper 
Atlantic Pon American flight 128 oni'led in New York on 26 May 1940. 
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Wartime Air Mail 

In May 194-0, an unusual destination of Buea, British Cameroons for some 
airmail covers prompted use of a PAR AVION JUSQ'A Nigeria handstamp. 

1940(MY11) Registered airmail cover from Malta to Buea, Br. Cameroons 
with various stamps and PAR AVION JUSQU'A Nlgeda handstamp. The 
cover has a manuscrlpt endorsement Aerea J'la Roma in red crayon. 

The probable lttnerory for this 1940 cover: 
11 May Stamps cancelled at Malta GPO 
13 Mery Ala Ll11orta seaplane to Rome 
13 Mttv AMB Rama-Bart TPO datestamp 
14 May AMB Roma-Tarlno TPO cancel 
1 S May Tortno Ferrovta/Racc datestamp 
16 Mery· Turin-Marseille by train 
18 Mery· Marseille-Algiers by Air Fronce 
24 Mery Algiers-Kano by R(!gie Air Afrlque 
27 May Kano Registered datestamp 
1 June Kano-Lagos by BOAC DH86A 

Danae on fllght Kl227 
l June Lagos Registered datestamp 
3 June· Lagos-Victoria by sea 
6 June Vlctorla Br.Cameroons cancel 
8 June Buea Br.Cameroons datestamp 

The Items In bald are present on the cover. 
mostly on the reYE!!Se. Other dates are from 
airline Information or estimated H. 



Wartitne Air Mail 

Imperial Abways 'Empire' routes were initially not affected by the outbreak 
of war with Germany in 1939. Airmail to and from Malta for these se~ces 
connected. in Italy, as previously. Censorship of mail was announced. on 
26 August 1939, allowing all items of mail to be opened. for examination. 

,, ; 

Mil. . N . ~ · &-!rP.Fe l(, O ------=- ,,,, 
0 .. .. 
:z .. .. 
• .. 

'_'+ ~J' .~r:~~~~~a.~ " "' s 
JI 

-
1939(29AU) Incoming airmail cover from EiYJ>t. This arrived 
in Malta on 2SP39 (Air Mall BS). It wa1 cemored. and retealed 
locally u.ing the lint type of label, the day before war with 
Germany wa1 for:mally declared. 

Ol'll'.1110 ay ell'.lllOR 

01'£1110 aY CllllOR 

01'11110 aY CINIOA 
_J 

Probable itinerary for thil wver: 
29 AuJ -posted at Sid.t Gaber 
29 AulJ - BS Alexandria 
30 AUj' - Imperial 11.1pt DN226 
31 AnlJ - DN226 arrivu Rome 
1 Sep - Ala Uttoria to Malta 
2 Sep - Air Mail Malta BS 

ThU type of ruealilllJ label was locally 
produced aad nae4 for abont two wee.U. 
ThU it the earllut ~rded Ute. 

2 Sep - eo.picua BS; redireded 
4 Sep - Valletta BS 
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Wartime Air Mail 

A new Imperial Ah.ways service between UK and Egypt included Malta as 
an ~>V~~t s1:9p ~ e~ dire1;t;i9n. 'f!ie ~ugural se~c~ aniv~d 9n ~ 7tlt 
September 1939, with the return depa1:ing to the UK on 20th September. 
Tbe Malta GPO a:QIU>unced new p()Stage ra~ of ls3d p~r half ounce for 
this service • The service connected with the Empire routes in Egypt and 
the l'jlje applied to llll Emph'e destinations. The first service was operated 
by Frobisher class DH.91 Albatross G-AFDJ, named Falcon by Imperial • 

. 
- I 

~ 
BY AIR MAIL 

a . .f: ~~ -t..; . 
~ 
c;6_,....·~~ 

Top: 1939(0C24) Censored airmail cover to UK at ls3d rate and endorsed Imperial 
Lower: l 939(SP20) Cell8ored airmail cover to UK at 5d rate. Altbouah posted on the 
inaqural day of the Imperial Airways service, it probably went on the Italian route. 

•• 



Wartime Air Mail 

The uK airport for the Egypt service via Malta was Heston, near London, 
succeeding Shoreham after the tint month. The service was operated by 
Imperial Airways DH.91 's and British Airways Lockheed 14's. 

~ 
t\Y All~ MAIL 

R hJ. 

~ 

~ 
BY Al~ MAIL 

1939(280C and 19NO) Two covers from UK to Malta at the Imperial ls3d rat.e. 
Both were carried by British Airways Lockheed 14's. the upper it.em OD G-AFMR 
'.Leandei operating flight CE165 OD 30.10; the lower it.em OD G-AFKE 'Lotb/IU 
operating flight CEl 71 OD 20.11. They anived in Malta 1.11 and 22.11 reap. 

Photo ol 8rtllsh ~ Lockheed 
14 G-AOO lolhoirlal::en at Heston 
Aipoll In 1939. 

lolhoir was a regular \llsllor lo Malla 
wlh tNelve relum Ylsts recaded on 
1he UK-Malla-Egypt service unll I 
ceased In .)Joe 1940. 
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Wartime Air Mail 

The UK-Egypt service was organised by the National Air Communications, 
a department of the Air Ministry. Gradually, the DH.91's were replaced by 
Lockheed 14's, with the transition completed by the end of 1939. 

-

~ 
BY AIR MAIL 

~ 
BY AIRMAIL 

,, 

/· ~~ J 

11 

I /. IL~ 

~,,., J' 

1 J 1#-tt. 
¥1w~ 

1939(DE12) and 1940(JA2) Two coven from Malta to UK at the 113d rate. 
The top item wu carried by Imperial Airways DH.91 Falcon, leavtnr Malta 
on 15.12.39 operatlng flight cwt 73. The lower item Watl carried by British 
Airways Lockheed 14 Lafayette, operating flight CW180 on 5.1.40. The 
flight& arrived at Heaton on 17.12.39 ud 8.1.40 respectively. 

lmpeool AJrw<:lfS OH,91 G-AFOJ Falcon Bltt1sh A'rwafs L 14 G-AFGR Lafayette 



Wartime Air Mail 

The new air service from England to Calcutta via Malta was operating 
effectively, with DH.9l's or Lockheed 14's flying as far as Alexandria, 
from where HP.42's continued to Karachi and AW.15's took the final 
sector to Calcutta. However, aircraft shortages on the Mediterranean 
sector in December 1939 created schedule problems, at a time when 
mail volumes were increasing for pre-Xmas delivery. 

--~- -
flY '· ;; HA1 l I 

I , • ,,,. 

~ --- -

I- , I - //i; J&-i~ -P ~ ~ --

'",,. Ir v.. 0 "-~ 
J. ~~la.I ..... ~ 

p"--1 . ' 

1939(DE12) Airmail cover from Malta to India at wartime ls 3d Empire rate, 
with Par Avion Jusqu'a Delhihandstamp. Back.stamped Lahore 21 DEC 1939. 
Note the absence of any censor marldngs from Malta or India. 

This cover was posted In ttme to catch the normal weekly departure from Malta on 13 DEC 1939. 
However, the DH.91 olrooft operating flight CEl 77 hod engine problems In Fronce and returned to 
England Two Lockheed 14's operated the delayed flight CEl 77, onMng at Mollo on 15 DEC 1939. 
The delayed on1val In Alexandria was sttll ln time to connect to the Empire seivtce to Indio. 

This cover's probable ltlneroty and aiade of transport 
16 DE 39 - deport Malta on flight CEl 77 ll.od:heed 14 G-AA<E or G-AfMOI 
17 DE 39 - deport Alexandria on flight SE203 !530 Champion G-AFCll 
18 DE 39 - aircraft change at Koroch1 to 523 Cooee VH-ABF 
19 DE 39 - deport Karachi on flight SC203 1523 Cooee VH-ABfl 
19 DE 39 - amve Gwollor; moil for Deihl transferred to Toto Airlines 
19 DE 39 - deport Gwalior to Deihl by Tata Airlines lDH.89 or Waco YOC6l 
19 DE 39 - end of air segment at Deihl - transfer to roil 
21 DE 39 - omve Lahore Cantonment. 
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Wartime Air Mail 

The 6d AIR MAIL overprint stamp was introduced in 1928 and initially 
was restricted to airmail using the Cairo-Baghdad service. Later on, this 
was relaxed, but stamps remained available from the GPO until 1940. 

1940(MR14) and (MR2) Two coven from Malta to UK at the h3d rate, both with 
pain of the 6d AIR MAIL overprint. The top item wu carried by Lockheed 14 
Lafayette, operating flight CWl 99 leaving Malta on 15.3.40. The lower item WU 
carried by Lockheed 14 Lot.hair on 4.3.40 operating flight CW198. The flight. 
arrived at He.ton on 16.3.40 and 5.3.40 respecdvely. 



Wartime Air Mail 
R.A.F. Censor 

The Royal Air Force was not well prepared at the outbreak of war with Italy 
on 10 June 1940. There were only 5 Swordfish target-towing aircraft and 8 
Sea Gladiators, half of which were still in packing cases at RAF Kalafrana -
hardly a force to counter potential Italian air raids! Nonetheless, a Fighter 
Flight was fonned at Hal Far on 19 April 1940 and had trained a number 
of pilots on 4 Sea Gladiators made operational by the start of the conflict. 

~ 
BY AIRMAIL 

l 940(JA3) Censored airmail cover from Malta to England at the 
ls3d Imperial Airways rate, with first type of RAF Censor marking • 

.... .-

RPPC cl o Glosler Glodiola, simlor lo these used by 1he fl!til,.. Flight from 19 Ap<tl 19«>. 
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Wartime Air Mail 

As events in 194-0 unfolded, airmail through Italy and France became 
more difficult. As a result, the alternative route via Bordeaux got more 
use. This route continued until the fall of France in June 194-0, when 
services through the Meditemmean, including Malta, were abandoned. 

~ 
BY AIRMAIL 

1940(1 SFEI Censored AlrmaU cOYer from Malta to England. franked at 
double the 1 s3d per \oz. rate. Hos received RAF Censor No.37 marking. 

RAf Censor morldng used 
from Sept 39 lo Sept 40, 
ol1hough there wete few 
RAf units dunng this time. 

'Tombstone' RN Censor 
morldng. RecO!ded on 
Mollo COYe!S be!ween 
April 40 and Dec 44. 

1940(SAPI Censored Airmail ca.er from Malta to England, franked at the 1 s3d per \ oz. rate. Sent 
from an RN ship or shore establishment and hos rocelYed on unsigned 'Tombstone' censor mori<. 



Wartime Air Mail 

Records in the National Archives show concerns about delays to mail, 
resulting in approval t<,> use Italian ~ routes, unless th~ contents 
were sensitive. As tensions with Italy rose, more mail was sent using 
the ~perial Airways s~rvice, plll1fcularly from mill~ personnel in 
Malta. Some alleviation to airmail delays was achieved by increasing 
the frequency to twice-weeldy. By 1940, this seJVice was using Heston 
aerodrome, west of London, replacing Shoreham as the UK terminus. 

. ~ 

BY AIR MAIL 

\\~ f\ t.. . ~"t"" 
~ - \...\ ~ \-o ~-R.. 

~~~ 
·)....~~ 

~~ 

l 940(AP3) ls3d Imperial rate airmail cover from Malm to England with 
Naval censor marking, which is initialled E.C.H. This is almost certainly 
S-iµ-geon ~pupn Ernest Charles Holtom, who was appointed in 1938 to 
the Royal Naval Hospital at Bigbi. The letter was written by his wife and 
sent to their daughter - notably, it was censored before affixing stamps. 

Bighi Naval Censor (2x full size) - recorded from Nov.39 to Nov.40. 
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Wartime Air Mail 

From February to April 1940, 25% of the twice-weekly BOAC services 
from the UK to Egypt via Malta were cancelled due to aircraft shortages. 
A similar situation developed between Egypt and Karachi, resulting in 
the use of AW.15s on an extended route between Calcutta and Egypt. 

~ 
BY AIRMAIL 
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1940(MR20) Airmail cover from Malta to India at wartime ls 3d Empire rate, 
with Par Avion JU8qU'a Dellt.ihandstamp. Backstamped in Secunderabad on 
29 MAR 40. Note the absence of any ceD80r markings from Malta or India. 

. J 
The use of Delhi as the air temilnal 
for mail from Malta is scarce, possibly 
as only the AW.15 landplone services 
from Karachi operated through Delhi.. 

This cover's probable itinerary and mode of tronsport 
24 MR 40 - depart Malta an 111ght CE206 (L 14 L.afoyeffel 
25 MR 40 - dep. Alexandrta flight AC206 !AWl 5 As!roeol 
27 MR 40 - aircraft change at Karachi to AW15 Atalanta 
28 MR 40 - end of air segment at Delhi : transfer to rail 
29 MR 40 - arrive Secunderabad 

Annstrong-Whttworth AW.15 Astroeo at Aboukir. Operated flight AC206 from Egypt to Karachi. 
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Wartime Air Mail 

In May 1940, an unusual destination of Buea, British Cameroons for some 
airmail covers prompted use of a PAR AVION JUSQ'A Nlgeri.a handstamp. 

1940(MY1 l) 3d Registered envelope by airmail from Malta to Buea, 
Br. Cameroons with various stamps and PAR AVION JUSQU' A Nigeria 
handstamp. The cover has a manuscript endorsement Aerea Wa Roma 
in red crayon. Note that there is no evidence of postal censorship. 

The probable Itinerary for this 1940 cover: 
11 Mrz.t Stamps cancelled at Malta GPO 
13 Mery Ala Littoria seaplane to Rome 
13 Mrz.t />MB Roma-Bali TPO datestamp 
19 Mery Blindisi-Khartoum by BOAC 

flying boat Ciice on flight 05271 
22 Mery Khartoum-Lagos by BOAC 

DH86A Demeter on flight Kl226 
24 Mrz.t Lagos Registered datestamp 
26 Mery- Lagos-Victolia by sea 
29 May Victolia Br.Cameroons cancel 
29 Mrz.t Buea Br.Cameroons datestamp 

The items in bold are present on the cover, 
mostly on the reverse. Other dates are from 
airline information or estimated 1-1. 
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Wartime Air Mail 

At the end of April 1940, an additional UK-India flying boat service was 
introduced, resulting in the reduction of the landplane service via Malta 
from twice to once per week. During May 1940, a small number of special 
BOAC flights using C-class flying boats called at Malta, both eastbound 
and westbound, carrying mails. These were probably investigating routes 
avoiding Italy, in anticipation of Italy's alliance with the Axis forces. 

1940(MY28) Censored cover from Malta to UK at the ls3d rate, with 
censor handatamp and resealing label on reverse. Censor signature 
belongs to Lt. H.F.Clode of The Devonshire Regiment. Probably flown 
Malta to England on BOAC S.33 flying boat Clifton on flight XW221. 

Censor No.30 recorded used by 2nd 
Battalion, The Devonshire Regiment 
from Dec. 19 39 unttl Apr. l 943. 

Opened by 
Cen or. 

Resealing lcbel type CSL-SA. used between Feb.40 and Oct.40 



Wartime Air Mail 

In the week leading to outbreak of war with Italy, BOAC diverted all its 
African and Australian Flying Boat services via Malta. This affected 7 
flights from the U.K. and 5 flights to the U.K. before hostilities made 
operations unsafe. The last flights left Marsaxlokk Bay on 10-Jun-1940. 

! ~ 
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l 940(JU3) Airmail cover from U.K. to Sudan, carried on Cleopatra (flight DS277), 
which called at Malta 6-Jun. Back.stamped on arrival in Khartoum on 8-Jun-1940. 
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A RARE ARCHIVE OF STAMP DESIGNS 
ACQUIRED BY THE MALTA POSTAL MUSEUM 

Lara Bugeja B.A. (Hons.), M.A. (Lond.) 
Curator, Malta Postal Museum 

In 2005, two sisters were clearing out a house in Essex following the passing 
of their aunt. In the back of a wardrobe in a spare bedroom they discovered what 
could only be described as nothing less than a philatelic treasure trove. 

Unbeknownst to them, they had stumbled upon a rare archive of stamp and 
bank note designs executed by their grandfather. The archive included sketches 
and essays 1 for 40 bank notes as well as some 270 original stamp artworks. The ' 
majority related to designs for foreign countries (Spain, Turkey, Uruguay, Lebanon, 
Honduras, etc.) as well as some countries of the Commonwealth (Ceylon, Nigeria, 
Cyprus, Jamaica, Antigua, St. Lucia, Southern Rhodesia, etc.). Thirty of these 
pertained to stamps intended for Malta - specifically the King George V 1926-7, 
1928 (Overprinted) and 1930 and the King George VI 1938-43 Definitive issues, 
as well as some essays for unadopted designs. 

In 2019, these miniature designs were divided into 127 separate lots and sold 
at auction for an astonishing six-figure sum. This is their story and that of their 
designer - the late Leonard Fryer. 

Leonard Douglas Fryer (b.1891) worked for the London-based Water/ow and 
Sons2 

- initially printers oflithographic copies oflegal documents and subsequently 
engravers of postage stamps, currency, stocks and bond certificates. He joined 
Waterlow 's in 1906, when just a teenager and appears to have followed in his father 
Augustus' footsteps who had worked there as a steel engraver. 

In 2019, part of this archive found its way to the Malta Postal Museum. An 
initial look at the newly acquired designs revealed an interesting approach to stamp 
design of the first half of the 201

h century. =n the broader context of other stamps in 
the archive, it emerges that designs for countries falling under the Commonwealth 
'umbrella', conformed to a set of predetermined rules: there had to be a portrait of 
the monarch, an iconic image of the nation in question and the stamp's denomination 
- all depicted quite simply and clearly. Th~s was a tall order for anyone working on 
a design measuring no more than 3 x 2.5cms. It soon became apparent that designs 

1 For essays read also designs. In philately these terms are used interchangeably. 
2 Water/ow and Sons was acquired in 1961 by De La Rue. 
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Fig. 1 
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for British colonial stamps3 tended to follow a template - probably one designed 
by Fryer and I or his contemporaries. Either way, these stamps are immediately 
recognizable - almost comforting in their predictability. 

Stamp designs for non-Commonwealth countries4 share common ground in that 
clearly none contain a portrait of the English monarch and from a design point of 
view, are perhaps more interesting. There are some striking, if a little avant-garde, 
triangular essays for Costa Rica stamps (late 1930s) as well as a set of four Brazilian 
stamps showing bold design and strong ~olour (all of which were unadopted). 
Perhaps they were too advanced for their time? However, they remind me of our 
innovatively shaped Cremona-designed stamps that made their appearance in 
Christmas issues of the late 1960s. 

But let me not digress. The Malta essays are especially accomplished and here 
I speak of the King George V 1926-7, 1928 (Overprinted) and 1930 issues. There 
are 12 essays in total which loosely correspond to the 7 stamps illustrating Malta 
scenes [Fig. 1]. 

Indeed, they conform to the standard template (with a few exceptions here and 
there). Fryer's artwork is a joy to behold - his hand is assured as he paints scenes 
typical of Malta's urban and rural landscape with confidence. He evidently draws 
inspiration from photographs and images seen in contemporary publications5 

sometimes repeating a design in toto like that of the 3/- stamp [Fig.2]. His style, 
although quite sketchy (pencil markings and watercolor washes) at times, clearly 
conveys a true sense of place in its treatment of depth and expert use of perspective. 

The miniatures are a feast for the eyes - full of a freshness and spontaneity -
notwithstanding (or perhaps due in part to) their unfinished state. Fryer's watercolors 
move from delicate washes to bold concentrated areas of paint. Note also how the 
construction of the design is a two-part affair - the vignette painted separately and 
subsequently inserted into the more formal structure of the 'architectural border' 
drawing upon the prevalent artistic climate of the art deco style. The ornamentation, 
in this case the border, is sleek and stylized in keeping with a yearning for modernism 

3 Antigua, Ascension, Barbados, Bechuanaland, British Guiana, British Honduras, Cayman 
Islands, Ceylon, Cyprus, Dominica, Falkland Islands, Gilbert and Ellis Islands, Gold 
Coast, Grenada, Jamaica, Malaya, Malta, Nigeria, Pitcairn Island, St Lucia, St. Helena, 
Southern Rhodesia and Turks and Caicos Islands 

4 Belgian Congo, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Cuba, Guatemala, Lebanon, Nicaragua, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, El Salvador and Saudi Arabia. 

5 Such as that from the front cover of Malta, The Colour and Life of Malta from Original 
Paintings by Chev. Edw. Caruana Dingli which shows precisely this scene of Neptune 
towering over the Grand Harbour. A scene imagined by Caruana Dingli and copied by 
Fryer. 
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Fig. 2 

and sophistication and 
dare I say, "anti-traditional 
elegance". A closer look 
at the designs, reveals 
exquisite detail - the kind 
of detail that requires 
both patience and time. 
There is a photograph of 
Fryer as he paints with a 
magnifying glass [Fig. 3]. 

I have found no 
records of his education 
and assume that Fryer 
was self-taught, honing 
his skills as he matured. Fig. 3 

In those pre-digital days, competition was stiff, and designers would often submit 
several re-workings ofa single design. Sometimes just a single element of someone's 
work would make it to the final concept of a given stamp. It was indeed a laborious 
and painstaking process. 

In 1938, just over a year after the new King George acceded to the throne, a 
new set of Definitive stamps was issuec by the Maltese postal authorities. Like 
their predecessors they made use of the medallion portrait, this time of George VI, 
and included local scenes from Malta and Gozo. The 10 essays shown here [Fig. 
4] belong to that set of stamps issued between 1938-43. 

Once more, we admire Fryer's artistry. In this collection he has included, albeit 
somewhat tentatively the 8-pointed cross (see the 1 Yid, 6d and 2/- values). He has 
also toyed with the orientation of the King's portrait- is it to be full frontal staring 
directly out at the viewer? Or will it be a three-quarter view, more in keeping with 
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Fig. 4 

the shy king? S-.ibsequent 
Definitives were to follow 
a similar format, including 
that of his daughter Queen 
Elizabeth in 1956. 

The handsome visage of 
George VI is conveyed with 
a few expert brush strokes 
and appropriate shading in a 
space the size oLme's little 
fingernail! Fryer is clearly a 
natural at portraiture. Twin 

Fig. 5 

portraits [Fig. 5]6 painted of his parents Augustus and Emma are almost photographic 
in execution, using light and shade to expertly capture the very essence of his sitters. 

Five essays acquired from the same archive include three preliminary 

6 Image from https://hansonsauctioneers.c0.uk 
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Fig. 6 

sketches listed as King George V - Revenue stamps (2 in purple and 1 in blue) 
and two striking designs listed as King George V - Revenue stamps: Essays for 
Workmen's Compensation Revenue [Fig 6]. These are the ld inred and 2d in blue. 
Notwithstanding their fine design, none of these made it to stamp status. 

In 1956 Fryer had completed 50 years of service with Waterlow and Sons. A 
typewritten letter from the Chairman PA Waterlow congratulates him and seeks to 
commemorate this momentous occasion by offering to engrave a souvenir of his 
choosing. He is asked to notify the company Secretary of the name and address 
of a shop from which his souvenir (to a value of £25) can be bought. He appears 
to have continued working for Waterlow's a few years longer and retired around 
1960, eventually passing away in 1965. 

The discovery of this archive is hugely significant in that not only does it yield 
a fine cache of philatelic essays, but also helps identify the often faceless and 
forgotten designers of some of our most elegant stamps. We are now privy to the 
design process of these 'early' stamps which helps further our appreciation and 
understanding of what many of us have come to take for granted. 
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DAZZLING BRIMSTONE BUTTERFLY 
WHICH WAS THE REASON OF THE 

WHOLE FAMILY OF 'BUTTERFLIES' 
Vladimir Kachan, Belarus 

One of the joys of a spring day is 
watching a fluttering , lemon-yellow 
brimstone alight on a flower - an early 
sign that the seasons are changing. It is 
commonly spotted in gardens, woodland 
and parks (Figure 1 - Imperforated 
stamp of Great Britain 1963 with 
nature and bright Brimstone butterfly). 
The Brimstone butterfly does occur locally 

Figure 1 

on Maltese Islands. This butterfly's range extends from 
the southern edge of Scandinavia down to the northern 
fringes of Africa and eastwards to western Siberia and 
Mongolia. These large and impressive butterflies have 
a wingspan ranging from 6 to 7.4cm. The males are on 
average slightly smaller than the females . 

The name Brimstone has been in use for over 300 
years. It is commonly believed that the word "butterfly" 
is a derived from "butter-coloured f_y" which is 
attributed to the yellow of the male Brimstone butterfly, 
the female being a much paler whitish-green (Figure 
2 - Imperforated stamp of Andorra 1995 with male 
and female of Brimstone butterfly). It is thought 
that the yellow Brimstone butterfly is the species that 
literally put the 'butter ' into 'butterfly' 
(Figure 3 - Stamp of New Zealand 1960 
with butter). The sulphur-yellow colour 
of the male Brimstone was not only the 
reason for its own name but also that of 
the whole family of 'butterflies'. The 
firstly butterfly was described by Carl 
Linnaeus in the 10th edition of Systema 
Naturae in 1758 with scientific name 
Gonepteryx rhamni. 

34 

Figure 3 

1'1'11 II Jl'AI 11 ',\ll lll/ J( fl A 
I A / 'I 11, fl / tlllf; 

Figure 2 



I( yiJa -·-· - -· .... ·- ·--- .. -·· -·· 

Figure 4 

Brimstone is often cited as one of the first butterflies of the year because adults 
hibernate over winter in woodlands and emerge on warm spring days (Figure 4 -
Entire postal of USSR 1964 - boy catching Brimstone butterfly). New adults 
emerge from their chrysalis in July. These butterflies will stay on the wing until 
September or October before finding a safe place to hibernate. If the brimstone 
can make it through the winter then it will have lived in its adult form from July 
one year to May the next making it one of the world's longest-lived species of 
butterfly. This is one of the few species of butterflies which hibernates as a winged, 
fully grown insect outdoors. The Brimstone butterfly is unprotected in vegetation 
from late autumn onwards and exposed to the weather without any protection. So 
that its body does not freeze solid in temperatures below zero, it enriches it in a 
timely manner with an "anti-freeze agent" that consists predominantly of glycerine 
compounds. At the same time, the butterfly reduces its quantity of liquid and can 
thus withstand temperatures of down to minus 20° C without harm. When it has 
thawed again, life continues, even from as early as mild February days. Thanks 
to this unique lifecycle, Brimstone bu;:terflies live much longer than all other 
indigenous butterflies. In spring Brimstones often bask on the ground with their 
wings closed and canted over to present the maximum area towards the sun (Figure 
5 - Stationery card of Czech Republic 2003 with Brimstone butterfly). 

The Brimstone is a beautiful insect and a grand master of camouflage. The pale 
greenish underside, raised wing-veins and falcate wing tips combine to disguise 
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the butterfly as a leaf, making it near invisible when at rest under bramble or ivy 
(Figure 6 - Meter mark of Germany 2002 with resting Brimstone butterfly). 
Both male and female Brimstone have a beautifully shaped wing, which closely 
resembles a pale yellow leaf such as we rr.ight :find on ivy in the autumn. Since ivy 
is an evergreen, offering good protection through the winter, the Brimstone often 
chooses to hibernate in it. 

Figure 6 

In ·kt 
2002 
('i}r.r.ptEi/X 
rh<lmrul. 

Zitronenfal ter 
AIGe 

ENTOMOLOGIE 
imBOPha'!. 

051 
F 917755 

The Brimstone butterfly to have an innate preference for certain colours in 
nectar plants - red and blue inflorescences are common in heavily used nectar 
sources. Gonepteryx rhamni also has a str::mger reliance on visual indications such 
as colour compared with other butterfly species, which rely more on odour. They 
prefer to drink from purple flowers, and bluebells are an important early nectar 
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Figure 7 
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source (Figure 7 - Telegram of Poland 1960 - Brimstone butterfly nectaring 
from purple flowers). 

The Brimstone is a great wanderer and can be found in almost any habitat, from 
chalk downland to woodland rides to gardens. 
In flight they move fast and often high, forever 
changing direction - a good defence strategy 
against predatory birds (Figure 8 - Germany 
2000 unissued draft of postage stamp with 
Brimstone butterfly). You'll rarely see one in 
the evening: they are early to bed, going to roost 
among the leaves between 3 and 4pm even in Figure 8 

high summer. Whereas most butterflies have very strict habitat requirements and 
are thus localised in distribution, the Brimstone is highly mobile and can be seen 
in almost any habitat within its distribution range. A given insect may wander 
many miles from its emergence site, breeding with insects from other areas. This 
helps it to maintain a high level of genetic diversity, resulting in a hardy species 
that is highly adaptable, and not prone to major population fluctuations from year 
to year. The Brimstone is commonest on scrubby chalk grasslands and deciduous 
woodlands but it will breed almost anywhere where its larval foodplants grow, 
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including heathland, farmland, railway cuttings 
and coastal habitats. It is also regularly seen in 
gardens and parks or meandering along roadsides 
when dispersing in search of new habitats. 

In the spring adult Brimstones are a chief 
pollinator of primroses both in the wild and in 
our gardens (Figure 9 - Guinea Equatorial 
1976 imperforate proof on presentation card 
depicting Brimstone butterfly). They have an 
exceptionally long tongue which enables them, in 
the summer, to reach down into the deep flowers 
of Buddleia, teasels, thistles and knapweeds. 

The Author is ready to help for philatelists 
in creating of philatelic exhibits on butterflies 
and moths. His address: Vladimir Kachan, street 
Kulibina 9-49, Minsk-52, BY-220052, Republic 
of Belarus, E-mail: vladimirkachan@mail.ru 
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Australia -Aus $40.00; Euro Countries - €20.00; 
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AN UNKNOWN PHILATELIC JOURNAL AND 
UNKNOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETIES 

Albert Ganado 

An unknown nineteenth-century philatelic j oumal, with past philatelic societies 
and philatelic jottings was published by Alfred Muscat of 270 Strada Reale, Valletta. 
It was named The Melita 
Philatelic Chronicle and 
Advertiser. The first number 
of the first year was dated 1st 
January 1898, while the last 
number '12' of the second 
year was dated 1st December 
1899. 

It is not listed in 
Sapienza's checklist of 
Maltese periodicals which 
means there is no copy at 
the National Library or the 
University of Malta Library. 1 

It was printed by Zefrino 
Micallef at 68c Strada Reale. 2 

Besides the title, the journal 
also sported a logo composed 
of two shields with the British 
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and Maltese flags with the 
motto Urbis et Orbis inside 
a scroll underneath which 
indicated that the publisher 
wanted the journal to be 
international. The shields Fig. 1 The first issue of The Melita Philatelic Chronicle 
are tied with a ribbon with and Advertiser, 1" January 1898. Albert Ganado Melitensia 

a wreath at the top centre. Collection 

1 Anthony F. Sapienza, A checklist of Maltese periodicals and newspapers in the National 
Library of Malta and the University of Malta Library, Malta 1977. 

2 The Tipografia Zeferino Micallef was founded in 1860 at 6, Strada Teatro, Valletta (fl 
Compagno per tutti 1888 (Advert). 
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Three Malta stamps, the one 
penny stamp, the Malta half­
penny stamp and the Malta 
two-penny stamp link the 
composition together. 

From a cutting present 
in the first number of the 
journal in my collection, 
it appears that 1898 was 
the twentieth anniversary 
of the Philatelic Society 
(Malta). It was preceded by 
an unofficial Stamp Circle 
whose members used to 
meet at the bar of the Anglo- Fig. 2 The logo of the Journal 

Maltese Club where the 
business of selling, buying and the exchange of stamps was carried out over a cup of tea. 

There is no clue what happened to this Association but it was perhaps the 
forerunner of the Philatelic Society (Malta). The Malta Philatelic Society, whose 
Rules were published on page 9 of the issue of the Journal dated pt May, 1899. 
The President was Lt. Col. L. Manche M.D.,3 while the Hon. Secretary was Mr 
Edmund Rizzo. The members were shareholders. The seat of the Society was at 
134D, Strada Brittanica, Valletta. Mr G. Bugeja was the Treasurer. At a Committee 
Meeting held on 8th August 1899 the balance sheet for the quarter ending 30th June 
was read and approved. Mr C. J. Micallef and Mr A. E. Calleja acted respectively 
for the Treasurer and Secretary during their absence from the island. 

The 11th sitting of the Committee took place on the 29th October 1899 under the 
Presidency of Lt. Col. Manche. Present also were Mr C. J. Micallef, Asst. Hon. 
Treasurer, Dr Naudi, Mr Miller, Mr A. Muscat and Mr W.R. Gatt, Acting Hon. 
Secretary. Following the resignation of Mr Rizzo and Mr Calleja, Dr Robert Naudi 
LL.D. became Hon. Sec. and Mr W. R. Gatt Assist. Hon. Sec. 

The following were elected as members: Mr Piani (France), Mr Nannoni 
(France), Mr Baxter (Scotland), Mr Moses (Bombay), Mr Daskalkis (Greece), Mr 
Munn (Canada), Mr J. Fenech and Major Clarkson (both Malta), Mr J.C. Darmanin 
(Malta). 

3 Lt. Col. Lorenzo Manche M.D. was born on 25 November 1846. He was commissioned 
Surgeon of the Royal Malta Fencible Artillery on 27 February 1875; Surgeon Major 27 
February 1887; Surgeon Lt. Col. Royal Malta Artillery 27 February 1895. Retired 25 
November 1901. Died 16 February, 1921. 
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Apart from the members of the Malta Philatelic Society, there were various 
philatelists, including G. DePiro D' Aoico P.M.R., W. Micallef Eynaud, J. C. 
Darmanin, the Stamp Dealers, E. Busuttil Naudi & Co. and others. In the issue of 
l51 September 1898 there was a note that was indeed desirable that the gentle sex 
in Malta should follow the example of ycung Ladies abroad to become philatelists. 

For some reason the Malta 
Philatelic Society ceased to A century ago 
function in 1901. The Malta 
Stamp Society was formed in 
its stead but Dr Manche felt 
the need to write a signed note 
in the Daily Malta Chronicle 
of 20 April 1901 saying that 
the new society was in no way 
connected with the former 
Malta Philatelic Society or 
with himself as its Honorary 
President.4 

April 20, 1901 

FESTIVAL OF ST GEORGE 

On Mcnday next, being the annual festival of St George, 
Patron Saint of Casal Curmi, the villa~ll be en fete. 

The casaJ will be splendidly illuminated and handsomely 
decorated. No less than five civic bands will take part in 
the festivities. 

A grand di~play of fireworks will take place in several 
parts of;;he village. -

* * * 
MALTA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

I , the undersigned, hereby decfared that the "Malta 
Philatelic Society" has ceased to exist in consequence of 
liquidation, and that the "Malta Stamp Society", whicQ. 
has recent11 been formed, is in no way connected with the 
former Society or with myself as late Honorary President 
thereof. 

[signed] L. Manche, M.D. 
Surgeon Lieut, Col., R.M.A. 

Valletta, 18th April, 190T 

Alfred Muscat's Journal 
travelled far and wide. It 
had agents in Great Britain, 
Canada, the United States, 
Peru, Belgium, Holland, 
Switzerland , Sweden, 
Florence, Turin, and Catania 
and it fostered an exchange of 
philatelic papers with various 

Fig. 3 Note in the Daily Malta Chronicle of 20 April 1901 

countries in Europe and America. 
The Journal also gave information on errors in watermarks, specimen stamps 

and the half penny 1 /2d yellow. Among other items a very interesting advertisement 
appeared on 1December1899, no. 12 of the Journal. It read as follows: FOR SALE. 
The late Chev. F. d' Ancona's magnificent stamp collection containing 13,000 stamps 
all in first rate condition and guaranteed genuine. Valued £3,000 sterling. Apply to 
Mr Alfred d' Ancona5 No. 27 Str. Zaccaria, N. 14 Str. S. Ursula, Valletta - Malta. 
An astounding collection. 

The present-day Malta Philatelic Society was created ex nova on the initiative 
of the Dutch philatelist, Louis Frank on 7 March 1966 with the title 'The Philatelic 

4 I thank Louis Borg Manche for bringing this note to my notice. 
5 In the 1880s Chev. D 'Ancona was a Shipping Agent. 
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No. 12 lat DllOEKBER 1899 2nd DAR 

.-FOR RA TjE -
'l'he late Chev: F. d'A ucona's ma­

goillcent s n.mp collettio11 cc.ntaioiug 
13,800 st11mps all in Orst rate toodl­
tion and guarantee• genuine. 

VALUED £3 .. 000. 
Apply to 

M6 ALFRED o' ANCONA 
N.27 Str.Zauaria, ,.14 Str. S. Ursola, 

Valleua-tlalta 
or to the Publisher or this Paper. 

5 .. ll.4:ALTA 
ReOQntly i ued with letterN of w11t.cria1u·k rl!~er~rd. 

Sent l'OST ~·IU:E to au)' part of the worltl oo receipt or l'ost.rJ or Monto~· Ord~r 

ror I/-
ALFRED MUSCAT, 

:no, Stted .. Ranllt, 
v nllau~-Mnlt11 . 

Fig. 4 The advert showing the astounding collection of stamps of Chev. F. 
d'Ancona 

Society of Malta'. Its first newsletter appeared in autumn 1966. I was the Honorary 
Secretary of the Society for twenty years.6 

A comprehensive history of philately in Malta has still to be written. 

6 See Albert Ganado Hajj a mhux tas-soltu edited by Austin Sammut, Sergio Grech, Joseph 
Schiro, Malta 2020, p.155 et seq. 
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POSTAL DIARY 
20TH DECEMBER 2019 - 06TH MARCH 2020 

Compiled by John V. De Battista 

20th December (Continued from Vol. 4913 December 2020) 
MaltaPost issued a media communication that the Sub Post Offices listed below 
will be closed on Thursday 26th December. 

• Fgura Sub Post Office situated at "Happy Kids Stationery", Triq San Tumas, 
F gura, FGR 1608 

• Floriana Sub Post Office situated at "Future Focus'', 9, Triq 1-Imhazen, Floriana, 
FRN 1119 

• Gharghur Sub Post Office situated at "Aquavel", Triq San Bartilmew, Gharghur, 
GttR 1014 

• Iklin Sub Post Office situated at "Tronic Peach", Triq ic-Citru, Iklin IKL 1081 
• Kalkara Sub Post Office situated at "Troy DVD Rentals'', PjazzaArcisqof Gonzi, 

Kalkara KKRl 502 
• Gudja Sub Post Office situated at "CND Stationery", 144, Vjal it-Torri, Gudja 

GDJ 1704 
• Mellieha Sub Post Office situated at 51, Triq Gorg Borg Olivier, Mellieha MLH 

1024 
• Msida Sub Post Office situated at "Wigwam Stationery", Triq il-Qroqq, Msida, 

MSD 5134 
• Qrendi Sub Post Office situated at "Papel Stationery", 1, Triq is-Salvatur, Qrendi, 

QRD 1701 
• San Pawl tat-Targa Sub Post Office situated at "Zaky's Stationery'', Triq San 

Publiju, San Pawl Tat Targa NXR 1421 
• San Gwann Sub Post Office situated at "SGS Stationery", 6, Triq Felic Borg, 

San Gwann, SGN 2040 
• St Paul 's Bay Sub Post Office situated at "Paul'sArcade" Triq il-Kahli, St Paul's 

Bay, SPB 3015 
• Tarxien Sub Post Office situated at "Forex Stationery'', 16, Misrah tas-Suq, 

Tarxien, TXN 1951 

23rd December 
MaltaPost informed the general pubjc that by agreement with the Malta 
Communications Authority, all Post Offices will be closed and there will be no 
collection or delivery of mail on Thursday 261h December 2019 and Thursday 2nct 
January 2020. 
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Normal service will resume on Friday 27th December 2019 and Friday 3rd January 
2020, respectively. 

The second media communication for the day was the release of a Company 
Announcement dated 20th December, issued pursuant to the Malta Financial Services 
Authority Listing Rules, whereby it stated that the Board of Directors of MaltaPost 
had approved the audited Financial Statements for the financial year ended 30th 
September 2019 and that these same statements will be submitted for approval at 
the company's AGM to be held on 26th February 2020. 

27th December 
MaltaPost today made a number of announcements. In the first one it informed the 
public that the letterbox situated at Triq il-Qamh in Zeb bug, is now back in service. 
Another notification was that the letterbox situated at Triq Tigne' in Sliema too is 
now back in service. 

In its third media communication for the day, MaltaPost informed the public that 
the Sub Post Office at 'Tronic Peach', Triq ic-Citru, Iklin IKL 1081, will be closed 
on Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd January 2020. 

On these days, the public was directed to use the postal services provided from 
the Naxxar Post Office situated in Centru Civiku, Vjal il-Wiehed u Ghoxrin ta' 
Settembru, Naxxar NXR1018. 

Another notice informed the public that the Sub Post Office at 'Needs Stationery', 
situated at 1, Triq il-Vajrita, Marsaskala MSK 3306 will remain closed until the 
2nct of January 2020. 

On these days, Marsaskala residents were advised that if they so wished they may 
make use of the postal services provided from Zabbar Post Office situated at the 
Civic Centre, Triq il-Kunvent, Zabbar ZBR 1351. 

In its final media communication for the day, MaltaPost informed the public that 
the Sub Post Offices listed below will be closed on Thursday 2nct January 2020. 

• Fgura Sub Post Office situated at "Happy Kids Stationery", Triq San Tumas, 
Fgura, FGR 1608 

• Floriana Sub Post Office situated at "Future Focus", 9, Triq 1-Imhazen, Floriana, 
FRN 1119 

• Gharghur Sub Post Office situated at "Aquavel'', Triq San Bartilmew, Gharghur, 
GttR 1014 

• Gudja Sub Post Office situated at "CND Stationery", 144, Vjal it-Torri, Gudja 
GDJ 1704 

• Iklin Sub Post Office situated at 'Tronic Peach', Triq ic-Citru, Iklin IKL 1081 
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• Marsascala Sub Post Office situated at "Needs Stationery", 1, Triq Vajrita, 
Marsascala, MSK 3325 

• Mellieha Sub Post Office situated at 51, Triq Gorg Borg Olivier, Mellieha MLH 
1024 

• Qrendi Sub Post Office situated at "Papel Stationery", 1, Triq is-Salvatur, Qrendi, 
QRD 1701 

• San Pawl tat-Targa Sub Post Office situated at "Zaky's Stationery", Triq San 
Publiju, San Pawl Tat-Targa NXR 1421 

• St Paul's Bay Sub Post Office situated at "Paul'sArcade" Triq il-Kahli, St Paul's 
Bay, SPB 3015 

• Tarxien Sub Post Office situated at "Forex Stationery", 16, Misrah tas-Suq, 
Tarxien, TXN 1951 

30th December 
MaltaPost informed the general public that by agreement with the Malta 
Communications Authority, on Tuesday 31st December 2019, the Customer Care 
Centre at MaltaPost Head Office will close at 13.00. 

Normal service will resume on Friday 3=<l January 2020. 

15th January 
On 17th January 2020, MaltaPost was to launch the 2019 Year Pack which includes 
all stamp sets, in mint condition, issued during that year, namely: 

Maritime Malta Series VII - 'Vessels of the Order', 70th Anniversary Council 
of Europe , Europa - 'National Birds', lOOth Anniversary - Sette Giugno Events 
1919 - 2019, Malta At War - 'The Map Plotters', Euromed Postal - 'Traditional 
Costumes', 50th Anniversary-Man On The Moon, SEPAC Series - 'Old Residential 
Houses', Maltese Festa Series III, 20th Anniversary of the EMS Cooperative, The 
Stage Commandos & Popular Entertainers, Birth of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 
- 150th Anniversary, Malta - Romania Architecture, Palaces, Apiculture in Malta 
and Christmas 2019. 

The Year Pack is presented in a specially designed folder which besides the stamps 
also includes all technical details related to all of the 2019 issues. 

29th January 
Today MaltaPost informed the public that the Sub Post Office situated at "Malton", 
7, Triq Censu Scerri , Sliema SLM 3062, will no longer operate as a Sub Post Office 
as from Friday 31st January. 

Residents were invited to use postal services provided from the Sliema Post Offices 
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situated at 118, Triq Manwel Dimech, Sliema SLM 1055 and 39, Triq Sir Adrian 
Dingli, Sliema SLM 1902. 

In a separate media communication, MaltaPost also informed the public that the 
Sub Post Office situated at "Future Focus", 9Triq1-Imhazen, Floriana FRN 1119, 
will also no longer operate as a Sub Post Office as from Friday 31 st January. 

Residents of the locality were invited to use the postal services provided from the 
Floriana Post Office situated at 4, Triq San Kalcidonju, Floriana FRNl 520 as an 
alternative. 

31st January 
Today the public was informed that the letterbox situated at Triq San Bartolomew, 
tial Gharghur will temporarily be out of service as from Monday 3rct February. 

As an alternative, the public was directec to make use of the letterbox situated at 
Triq Tal-Balal, rtal Gharghur. 

04th February 
In today's media communication, MaltaPost informed that the Sub Post Office 
situated at 'Electroit Stationery' in Fredrick Maemple Square, Qormi QRM 1011, 
will be closed on Saturday 81

h February. 

On this day the public was advised that as an alternative it may make use of the 
postal services provided from the Qormi Post Office situated at 343, Triq il-Vitorja, 
Qormi QRM 2504. 

07th February 
MaltaPost today informed that the letterbox situated at Triq San Bartolomew, tial 
Gharghur, has now been relocated to near the Police Station which is located in 
the same street. (Ref to 31s1 January entry) 

13th February 
Today it was announced that on the 14th February, MaltaPost will issue the second 
set of stamps from the Old Residential Houses series. This stamp issue consists of 
four stamps, two of which feature the front and back facades of Villa Francia in 
tial Lija, one of an old medieval house situated in the old capital Mdina and the 
other of Villa Gourgion which is also situated in tial Lija. Photographs used for 
the stamps are by Angela Spiteri. 

The stamps will be issued in a sheet of ten stamps, with each stamp measuring 44mm 
x 31mm, having a comb perforation of 14.0 x 13.9 and bearing the Maltese Cross 
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watermark. The sheets measure 185mm x 114mm and 
were printed in the offset process by Printex Ltd. The 
issue consists ofl00,000 ofthe€0.20 stamp, 800,000 
of the €0.30 stamp, 200,000 of the €0.59 stamp and 
80,000 of the €2.00 stamp. 

MaltaPost prepared an occasion hand stamp to 
cancel the stamps on the first day of issue (on FDC 
No.1/2020). The single severed-ring hand stamp is 
inscribed "OLD RESIDENTIAL HOUSES" along the 
outside bordering the ring and"+ MALTAPOST --------------- - MALTA +"on the 
lower inner side of the ring. The words and issue date "JUM IL-HRUG/14-02-20" 
in straight lines are to be found below an outline image depicting the house entrance 
shown on the €2.00 value positioned at the top centre of the hand stamp. MaltaPost's 
Philatelic Bureau featured the issue in Stamp Bulletin numbered as No. 398. 

18th February 
On this day MaltaPost informed the public that the Sub Post Office at 'Step In', 
Misrab ir-Rebba, il-Birgu BRG 1300, will be closed between Saturday 22°ct and 
Monday 241h February. 

During this period, the public was directed to use the postal services provided 
from the Bormla Post Office at Block No 14, Flat No. 12, Fuq San Pawl, Bormla 
BML 1910. 

In its second media communication for the day, MaltaPost also informed the public 
that due to the suspension of flights to China (People's Rep.), the transfer of mail 
into China has been suspended with immediate effect until further notice. 

19th February 
MaltaPost reminded the general public th:it as a result of the emergency associated 
with the novel coronavirus, partner airlines have been obliged to significantly reduce 
or cease their air transport capacity into The People's Republic of China. 

As a consequence, MaltaPost was regretfully constrained to temporarily suspend 
outbound operations of mail items destined to The People's Republic of China with 
immediate effect and until further notice. 

MaltaPost also informed that mail from The People's Republic of China arriving 
into Malta was still being delivered, although delays are being experienced due to 
the minimal air transport capacity out of China. 
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21st February 
MaltaPost informed the general public that, by agreement with the Malta 
Communications Authority, on Wednesday 26th February, the last collection of 
mail from all letterboxes will be carried out at 1 :00 p.m. and that the Parcel Office 
at the MaltaPost Head Office in Marsa will close at 4:00 p.m. 

28th February 
In its media communication for today, MaltaPost informed that the Sub Post Office 
at Happy Kids Stationery, Triq San Tumas, Fgura FGR 1608 will stop operations 
as from Wednesday 1st March. 

In the same communication, it also advised Fgura residents that in cases of 
unsuccessful attempts at delivering postal items that require a signature or do not 
fit into a letterbox, arrangements have been made for the collection of such items 
from the Post Office at Centru Civiku, PjazzaAntoine De Paule, Paola. It was also 
advised that one may also choose to get the items delivered to a 24/7 Easipik locker. 

06th March 
MaltaPost informed the public that the Sub Post Office at 'Fleet Stationery', 
Testaferrata Street, Ta' Xbiex XBX 1402, will be closed on Saturday 7th March. 

On this day, the public was advised that if it so wishes it could make use of the 
postal services provided from the Gzira Post Office situated at 21, Pjazza Meme' 
Scicluna, Gzira GZR 1120. 

To be continued in future editions 
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Security printers since 1971 , 

producing stamps for Maltapost and the 
Vatican Philatelic Bureau, amongst others. 
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