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MSC VIRTUAL DISPLAY N°46 
by Alan Green 

Malta Airmail Services 
1939-1940 

At the outbreak of war, only Ala Llttoria operated air services from Malta, 
while access to BOAC flying boat routes was a short sea journey to Italy. 
With security concerns about Italy, a new BOAC service was started from 
UK to Cairo via Malta. However it was less frequent and more expensive 
than the UK route via Italy. Meanwhile, the PanAm transatlantic service 
had terminated at Lisbon, instead of Marseille, at the start of the ·war. 

AlrfhlH: 
-- Alal.knrfa 
-- Bo.tie {Lall<lplane1) 
- Bo.tie (FIJlool Booa) -- ...,..u ... 11ta11an• 
-- Air fTMco (D,.) 
-- '*'AM•ftcan 

Map showing the main airmail services from Malta between September 1939 
and June 1940. The BOAC services were suspended when Italy entered the 
war on the Axl1 lide, with the final Malta. Ala Ltttoria sc~rvice on 5 June 1940. 
Thi1 left Malta. without any airline 1ervice1, exacerbate1i by the fall of France. 

Ala Llttor1a used Iha SM 7 5 landplane on Matta-Rome 
services via Palermo, with seaplanes via Syracuse. 

The new BOAC se~11ce from U.K. to Coiro via Fronce, 
TunlS and Malta wus operated lnlttolly by the DH9l. 



Wartime Air Mail 

Airmail services via Rome operated by Ala Llttorla continued after the 
start of WW2, as Italy was neutral until June 1940. Malta GPO airmail 
rates were also unchanged, with one rate where the air sector finished 
at Rome and a higher rate for routes with onward air service from Rome. 

1939(17NO) Airmail cover from Malta to Holland 1l8ing the Italian air 
service to Rome. Franked 4d with two KG.VI definitives, this pays the 
\oz. rate for airmail to Italy. From Rome to Holland, the letter went by 
surface, probably by train via France. The cover has a Par Avion Jusqu'a 
ROME ha:ndstamp to indicate the end of the airmail sector. Probably 
flown on a SM.75 landplane of Ala Uttorla, departing on 18 Nov 1939. 

S<NokJ.Mard\eltl SM.75 airline! of Ala lltlorla. sh<mlng wartime nanonal ldennftcatton boods. 

Ala ll!lolla's November 1939 timetable shows tlNO rouleS flOm Malta 1o Rome. Each operoled lhree 
dais per week on allemate dais, except Sondaf. 
On Noodafs, Wednesdays & Flldays, a seoplane service flOm Trlpoll which landed In MOISOXloldc 
Bay at Malkl From Molla. 1his seMai coled at Syrocuse and Naples en route to Rome 
On Tuesdays, Thu!Sdays and Saturdays, a landplOll9 setVlce usklg Ta Kall aerodrome. This seMc:e 

! Ol1gtnated In Maha and called at Catania. Palermo and Naples en route to Rome. 
I_ 
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Wartime Air Mail 

From September 1939, airmail to France could be sent by Imperial Airways 
to Marseille, or by A1a Uttoria via Rome to Marseille and Par.is. The Italian 
service operated six times per week (except Sun), while Imperial Airways 
was only weekly (Wed). As the postage rates were similar, it is likely dud: 
mail would be sent by the Italian service UDless specified to the contrary. 

1940(MY3) Airmail double rate~ cover from Malta to France. 
The ls2d franking matclae. the Italian airmail rate for a letter under 
loz. (Reeistratton fee 3d + airmail first t 2oz. 6d + additional t,.~ 5d). 



Wartime Air Mail 
Malta - Denmark 

Government Notice No.195 of May 1934 set the airmail letter rate from 
Malta to France at 6d (1st half-oz.), with the route to Paris operated via 
Rome and Marseilles. Tirls rate also applied to mail that continued by 
surface from Paris, although few examples are recorded with Par Avion 
Jusqu'a markings. Denmark was one destination served in this manner, 
with Paris as the Air Mail terminal. The Paris airmail service came to an 
abrupt end in June 1940, when Italy entered WW2 with the Axis forces. 

..... ....uny Qllllillerl 
Florlan .... lta. 

1939(DE19) Censored 6d rate airmail cover from Malta to Copenhagen 
via Paris with boxed PAR A VION JUSQU'A Paris & Malta censor No.79. 
Opened and resealed in Malta with label type CSL-58. No backstamps • 

IPARAVION ~ 
...... _.J;...U;.,..S_Q-'-U-' ...;.A-'---...:..::.--J 

55xl2mm homed hondslamp wt1h space 
for transfer locatlcn lo be insetled manually. 
'Paris' recooled between Aug'.39 & Mor.40. 
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Wartime Air Mail 

Airmail from Malta could be flown throughout to England via Rome at 
one-third of the cost of the less-frequent Imperial Airways service. The 
sector from Malta to Turin via Rome was operated by Ala I.Jttoria, with 
Turin to Paris operated by Avio I.Jnee Italiane. Prior to the outbreak of 
war, the ALI service continued to London (Croydon). 

~ 
BY A I RMAIL 

~.~, 
al.- /) n . 

--- 1~. 

I~-, ~ "'\. , . 
' 

{">uf~Ml. . ~ -~· 
1939(DE20) Airmail cover from Malta to UK at the 5d rate via 
Italy, without any censor markings. Ill8Cl'ibed 'via Ala Uttorla'. 

Probable routing for this airmail cover: 
20.12 Cancelled at Sliema Branch Office 
21.12 Ala Uttoria landplane seivice 422 to Rome 
22.12 Ala Llttoria seivice 563 Rome to Turin 
22.12 Avio Linee ltaliane seivice 570 Turin to Paris 
22.12 Paris to Heston Imperial Airways/Air France 
2V23. l 2 overnight train London-Carlisle. 

Avto Unee ltoliane IAUl used the Flot G 1 BV airliner 
on its route from Venice tc Paris via MMon & Tum. 



i Wartime Air Mail 
~-~ 

In early 1940, Airmail services using the Italian routes to and from Malta 
operated normally. At 5d per \oz., this was cheaper than using Imperial 
Airways. This rat.e was introduced in May 1934 and used until Feb 1940. 

1 
- _J 

~ 
SY A ~ R MAIL 

1940(5FE & 13JA) Censored Airmail covel'S from Malta to England, using 
the Italian air services and franked at the European rate of 5d per ~2 oz. 

Multi-purpose lrtongulor Censor mafking. 
No.40 vvos used from Sep 39 10 Feb 43. 

1W Censor mori:ing used 
from Sept 39 lo Sept 40, 
although there wete few 
IW untts during !his lime. 
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Wartime Air Mail 
Malta-Switzerland 

Mall to and from Switzerland was initially unaffected by the outbreak 
of WW2 and continued to use routes through Italy, until June 1 cJ40. 

. 
l: 
0 ·n 
z 
r.U 
u 

L 

Lieut. GLAUDE EXCHAQUET . 

Op. AU.tr. Bat , IX/l 

1.l/V1 EN CA MPAGNE , 

SWITZERLAND• 

l 

j 

l 
(!)1 

c: c 

. "-------~--=--=""==.:::c=.-=c_ ____ _ 
!Topi 1940(23.VI Incoming covw from Swttzlltand wtlh 5l< l~ Landseapes. Opened and resealed by 1he Malta censor. 
(l.oweri l 940IFE28) Censored Airmail co- to 5wltHrland Yill Rome, opened and mealed by 1he same Malta c.nsor. 

PAR AVION ROME 
JUSQU' A I 

56 x l 2mm boxed cachet, Introduced 
In January 1937 and used unfll 1940. 
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Wartime Air Mail 

European services continued to use the Italian routes until June 1940. 
The rates to central European countries were unchanged at 4d per \oz. 
For d,estinations beyond Italy, the air sector often terminate~~~me~ 

' ~~ CODES : A B C 6. 11 Ed. 

a. ~1J.r' . 

l'llVATI 

SO . , YORAZIONE PINOLI 
> ·~ 

CA f l! ').J,'E ~Cf; E 150.()X) IN T ~V ERSA T O 
" ~~e "i~J~ J • ·':,.u 

~L<5s'lra . Lio vo nn . 10010. 11 & Co. 1 

lji>!uta.oi'9tr. 67b , 
~IJ :ro - Srt'"zcrland . 

(Topl 1940!27.JAI Censoted AirmoR cowr from Italy lo Malta with 25c & 1l75 stamps. which have been eicamlned by 1he censor. 
11.owerl 1940IAP171 Censored Ainnall cOYef lo Switzerland, by air"' Rome only, as shown by 1he Par AYlon Jusqu'o ROME morlclng. 

Alo Uttorio CANT Z.506 floatplone l.roRO. Painted In 
a red scheme, this aircraft flew the last pie-war service 
T ripoli·Rome via Matta and Syracuse on 5 .kme 1940. 

PAR AVION ROME 
JUSQU' A I 

56 x 12mm boxed cachet, Introduced in 
Januaiy 1937 and used until 1940. The 
above cover is the latest recorded use. 
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Wartime Air Mail 

In May 1939, Pan American started Transatlantic mail services with a 
southern route from New York to Marseilles via the Azores and Lisbon. 
This was followed in June 1939 with a northern route from New York 
to Southampton via Newfoundland and Ireland. The northern route was 
suspended in October 1939, but the southern route, now wring Lisbon 
as its terminus, continued throughout the war. Route code was FAM18. 

1940l6MR! Airmail cover from Molla to New Yori< vta Usbon, fronkod at l a9d p« 
;oz. rate and canltd on the Pan Am Clppor HNlca. Apparontty not conaorod. 

Four Botlng 314's we<• used by Pon American on llansa11ontlc 
1111V1cts from 1939. Thev Wt<t called 'COppers' ohr tilt no mes 
of the olrcroft. Ova< 1800lb al moll was camed on tile ffrst sl!Mct. 

Lisbon bockstomps on tile oboYe Item ore dolod 
12Mar40. Sector from Mollo wos most likely flawn 
by Alo Lltlorto vlo Rome and Melillo to U1bon. 

Cllppa< Olxlt nod orl1vtd ot l.llbon on schedule on 11 Moren 1940, but departure was dtloyod 
unttl 21 Mottn, by which 11,,,. the nect ftlgnt operated by Clipper Amtrlcan llod orl1vod. Both 
Clippers deported forth• Azorn on 21 Moren. but 11'1 lllalfy tnot Cllppa< Olxlo comed this'°"°'· 



• Wartime Air Mail 

On the outbreak of war in 1939, Pan American's F AMI 8 Clipper service 
terminated at Lisbon, instead of Marseille. Similarly, services to Europe 
from the UK were suspended. For transatlantic airmail from Malta, the 
only option was an Italian route via Rome, Melilla and Seville to Lisbon 
connecting with the two times per week PanAm service to New York. 

1939(SP24) Censored airmail cover to USA with ls9\d franking. 
Two stamps (1.-2 d & ld) on reverse, 'cancelled' by the censor, with 
a Lisbon air mail transit postmark (10C39). Overfranked by \d. 

The transatlantic airmail rate from Malta to USA was 1 s~d per \oz. plus postage (l\d per ozJ 

The transatlantlc sector was flown from Lisbon ~ Clipper Dixie. The flight was due lo deport 
on 1October1939, but was delayed fourdcrfS, arriving in New York on 6October1939. 
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Wartime Air Mail 

The Pan American FAM18 service provided the transatlantic sector of 
airmail services from Malta to Canada, via Rome, Lisbon and New York. 

- ~ 
BY AIRMAIL 

\ :, f 

~ lf.E.,.~ . 
.tltp-L a.. -e .: IJJ~ . 

j' I( . .,y,.r ~ 4. 
?? I}. Sook 1/110 . ?~ >-~. 

)/~ 

~ -

l 939(N01 l) Airmail \oz. rate cover to Canada with ls9d franking. Sent 
by Capt. J.S.Symons, Royal Artillery and censored with hand.stamp no.40. 

The tronsotlontic airmail rate from Matto to Canada was 1 sl\d per \oz. plus postage 11 ~d per ozJ 

M<ito to Rome wos llown six dor.; per week by Alo Liltoria, affemoting between londplone 
£Tu/Th/SOI and seaplane IM/W/A selVices. From Rome, Alo Liltoria llew six days per week to 
Lisbon via Mer.Ila, With a night-slop in SevUle. The tronsatlonlic sector was flown from Lisbon 
by Pon Amellcon, in this instance by Clipper Altantic. This flight deported on 21 November 
1939, clliving lo New YOik the following day. ~rom New Yolk. Canadian Colonial AirwafS 
operaed doily setVices to Montreal With DC3 aircraft. 



Wartime Air Mail 

The 1940 Ala Llttorla summer timetable shows an acceleration of the 
Rome to Lisbon service. This deleted the stop at Barcelona, allowing 
Llsbon to be reached in one day and avoiding a night-stop at Seville. 

il:tt-)la1l. 

Jlea&ra • Gerlulrd .t 897 . eo.. Inc•, 

Hew York Cit.y. 

-------------
U. S. A. 

1940(MY14) Airmail cover to USA with ls9d franking, with no sign 
of any censorship. The Lisbon transit postmark (23MY40) on reverse 
shows this cover was delayed between Malta and Lisbon.Hall flights 
were operating to schedule, it should only have taken two days and 
would then have connected with an earlier Pan Am Clipper flight. 

The transatlantic airmail rote from Mollo to USA was l s7".d per \oz. plus postage !11:.d per ozJ 

The lronsotlontic sector was flown from Lisbon on 25 May 1940 by Clipper 
Atlantic Pon American flight 128 oni'led in New York on 26 May 1940. 
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Wartime Air Mail 

In May 194-0, an unusual destination of Buea, British Cameroons for some 
airmail covers prompted use of a PAR AVION JUSQ'A Nigeria handstamp. 

1940(MY11) Registered airmail cover from Malta to Buea, Br. Cameroons 
with various stamps and PAR AVION JUSQU'A Nlgeda handstamp. The 
cover has a manuscrlpt endorsement Aerea J'la Roma in red crayon. 

The probable lttnerory for this 1940 cover: 
11 May Stamps cancelled at Malta GPO 
13 Mery Ala Ll11orta seaplane to Rome 
13 Mttv AMB Rama-Bart TPO datestamp 
14 May AMB Roma-Tarlno TPO cancel 
1 S May Tortno Ferrovta/Racc datestamp 
16 Mery· Turin-Marseille by train 
18 Mery· Marseille-Algiers by Air Fronce 
24 Mery Algiers-Kano by R(!gie Air Afrlque 
27 May Kano Registered datestamp 
1 June Kano-Lagos by BOAC DH86A 

Danae on fllght Kl227 
l June Lagos Registered datestamp 
3 June· Lagos-Victoria by sea 
6 June Vlctorla Br.Cameroons cancel 
8 June Buea Br.Cameroons datestamp 

The Items In bald are present on the cover. 
mostly on the reYE!!Se. Other dates are from 
airline Information or estimated H. 



Wartitne Air Mail 

Imperial Abways 'Empire' routes were initially not affected by the outbreak 
of war with Germany in 1939. Airmail to and from Malta for these se~ces 
connected. in Italy, as previously. Censorship of mail was announced. on 
26 August 1939, allowing all items of mail to be opened. for examination. 

,, ; 

Mil. . N . ~ · &-!rP.Fe l(, O ------=- ,,,, 
0 .. .. 
:z .. .. 
• .. 

'_'+ ~J' .~r:~~~~~a.~ " "' s 
JI 

-
1939(29AU) Incoming airmail cover from EiYJ>t. This arrived 
in Malta on 2SP39 (Air Mall BS). It wa1 cemored. and retealed 
locally u.ing the lint type of label, the day before war with 
Germany wa1 for:mally declared. 

Ol'll'.1110 ay ell'.lllOR 

01'£1110 aY CllllOR 

01'11110 aY CINIOA 
_J 

Probable itinerary for thil wver: 
29 AuJ -posted at Sid.t Gaber 
29 AulJ - BS Alexandria 
30 AUj' - Imperial 11.1pt DN226 
31 AnlJ - DN226 arrivu Rome 
1 Sep - Ala Uttoria to Malta 
2 Sep - Air Mail Malta BS 

ThU type of ruealilllJ label was locally 
produced aad nae4 for abont two wee.U. 
ThU it the earllut ~rded Ute. 

2 Sep - eo.picua BS; redireded 
4 Sep - Valletta BS 
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Wartime Air Mail 

A new Imperial Ah.ways service between UK and Egypt included Malta as 
an ~>V~~t s1:9p ~ e~ dire1;t;i9n. 'f!ie ~ugural se~c~ aniv~d 9n ~ 7tlt 
September 1939, with the return depa1:ing to the UK on 20th September. 
Tbe Malta GPO a:QIU>unced new p()Stage ra~ of ls3d p~r half ounce for 
this service • The service connected with the Empire routes in Egypt and 
the l'jlje applied to llll Emph'e destinations. The first service was operated 
by Frobisher class DH.91 Albatross G-AFDJ, named Falcon by Imperial • 

. 
- I 

~ 
BY AIR MAIL 

a . .f: ~~ -t..; . 
~ 
c;6_,....·~~ 

Top: 1939(0C24) Censored airmail cover to UK at ls3d rate and endorsed Imperial 
Lower: l 939(SP20) Cell8ored airmail cover to UK at 5d rate. Altbouah posted on the 
inaqural day of the Imperial Airways service, it probably went on the Italian route. 

•• 



Wartime Air Mail 

The uK airport for the Egypt service via Malta was Heston, near London, 
succeeding Shoreham after the tint month. The service was operated by 
Imperial Airways DH.91 's and British Airways Lockheed 14's. 

~ 
t\Y All~ MAIL 

R hJ. 

~ 

~ 
BY Al~ MAIL 

1939(280C and 19NO) Two covers from UK to Malta at the Imperial ls3d rat.e. 
Both were carried by British Airways Lockheed 14's. the upper it.em OD G-AFMR 
'.Leandei operating flight CE165 OD 30.10; the lower it.em OD G-AFKE 'Lotb/IU 
operating flight CEl 71 OD 20.11. They anived in Malta 1.11 and 22.11 reap. 

Photo ol 8rtllsh ~ Lockheed 
14 G-AOO lolhoirlal::en at Heston 
Aipoll In 1939. 

lolhoir was a regular \llsllor lo Malla 
wlh tNelve relum Ylsts recaded on 
1he UK-Malla-Egypt service unll I 
ceased In .)Joe 1940. 
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Wartime Air Mail 

The UK-Egypt service was organised by the National Air Communications, 
a department of the Air Ministry. Gradually, the DH.91's were replaced by 
Lockheed 14's, with the transition completed by the end of 1939. 

-

~ 
BY AIR MAIL 

~ 
BY AIRMAIL 

,, 

/· ~~ J 

11 

I /. IL~ 

~,,., J' 

1 J 1#-tt. 
¥1w~ 

1939(DE12) and 1940(JA2) Two coven from Malta to UK at the 113d rate. 
The top item wu carried by Imperial Airways DH.91 Falcon, leavtnr Malta 
on 15.12.39 operatlng flight cwt 73. The lower item Watl carried by British 
Airways Lockheed 14 Lafayette, operating flight CW180 on 5.1.40. The 
flight& arrived at Heaton on 17.12.39 ud 8.1.40 respectively. 

lmpeool AJrw<:lfS OH,91 G-AFOJ Falcon Bltt1sh A'rwafs L 14 G-AFGR Lafayette 



Wartime Air Mail 

The new air service from England to Calcutta via Malta was operating 
effectively, with DH.9l's or Lockheed 14's flying as far as Alexandria, 
from where HP.42's continued to Karachi and AW.15's took the final 
sector to Calcutta. However, aircraft shortages on the Mediterranean 
sector in December 1939 created schedule problems, at a time when 
mail volumes were increasing for pre-Xmas delivery. 

--~- -
flY '· ;; HA1 l I 

I , • ,,,. 

~ --- -

I- , I - //i; J&-i~ -P ~ ~ --

'",,. Ir v.. 0 "-~ 
J. ~~la.I ..... ~ 

p"--1 . ' 

1939(DE12) Airmail cover from Malta to India at wartime ls 3d Empire rate, 
with Par Avion Jusqu'a Delhihandstamp. Back.stamped Lahore 21 DEC 1939. 
Note the absence of any censor marldngs from Malta or India. 

This cover was posted In ttme to catch the normal weekly departure from Malta on 13 DEC 1939. 
However, the DH.91 olrooft operating flight CEl 77 hod engine problems In Fronce and returned to 
England Two Lockheed 14's operated the delayed flight CEl 77, onMng at Mollo on 15 DEC 1939. 
The delayed on1val In Alexandria was sttll ln time to connect to the Empire seivtce to Indio. 

This cover's probable ltlneroty and aiade of transport 
16 DE 39 - deport Malta on flight CEl 77 ll.od:heed 14 G-AA<E or G-AfMOI 
17 DE 39 - deport Alexandria on flight SE203 !530 Champion G-AFCll 
18 DE 39 - aircraft change at Koroch1 to 523 Cooee VH-ABF 
19 DE 39 - deport Karachi on flight SC203 1523 Cooee VH-ABfl 
19 DE 39 - amve Gwollor; moil for Deihl transferred to Toto Airlines 
19 DE 39 - deport Gwalior to Deihl by Tata Airlines lDH.89 or Waco YOC6l 
19 DE 39 - end of air segment at Deihl - transfer to roil 
21 DE 39 - omve Lahore Cantonment. 
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Wartime Air Mail 

The 6d AIR MAIL overprint stamp was introduced in 1928 and initially 
was restricted to airmail using the Cairo-Baghdad service. Later on, this 
was relaxed, but stamps remained available from the GPO until 1940. 

1940(MR14) and (MR2) Two coven from Malta to UK at the h3d rate, both with 
pain of the 6d AIR MAIL overprint. The top item wu carried by Lockheed 14 
Lafayette, operating flight CWl 99 leaving Malta on 15.3.40. The lower item WU 
carried by Lockheed 14 Lot.hair on 4.3.40 operating flight CW198. The flight. 
arrived at He.ton on 16.3.40 and 5.3.40 respecdvely. 



Wartime Air Mail 
R.A.F. Censor 

The Royal Air Force was not well prepared at the outbreak of war with Italy 
on 10 June 1940. There were only 5 Swordfish target-towing aircraft and 8 
Sea Gladiators, half of which were still in packing cases at RAF Kalafrana -
hardly a force to counter potential Italian air raids! Nonetheless, a Fighter 
Flight was fonned at Hal Far on 19 April 1940 and had trained a number 
of pilots on 4 Sea Gladiators made operational by the start of the conflict. 

~ 
BY AIRMAIL 

l 940(JA3) Censored airmail cover from Malta to England at the 
ls3d Imperial Airways rate, with first type of RAF Censor marking • 

.... .-

RPPC cl o Glosler Glodiola, simlor lo these used by 1he fl!til,.. Flight from 19 Ap<tl 19«>. 
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Wartime Air Mail 

As events in 194-0 unfolded, airmail through Italy and France became 
more difficult. As a result, the alternative route via Bordeaux got more 
use. This route continued until the fall of France in June 194-0, when 
services through the Meditemmean, including Malta, were abandoned. 

~ 
BY AIRMAIL 

1940(1 SFEI Censored AlrmaU cOYer from Malta to England. franked at 
double the 1 s3d per \oz. rate. Hos received RAF Censor No.37 marking. 

RAf Censor morldng used 
from Sept 39 lo Sept 40, 
ol1hough there wete few 
RAf units dunng this time. 

'Tombstone' RN Censor 
morldng. RecO!ded on 
Mollo COYe!S be!ween 
April 40 and Dec 44. 

1940(SAPI Censored Airmail ca.er from Malta to England, franked at the 1 s3d per \ oz. rate. Sent 
from an RN ship or shore establishment and hos rocelYed on unsigned 'Tombstone' censor mori<. 



Wartime Air Mail 

Records in the National Archives show concerns about delays to mail, 
resulting in approval t<,> use Italian ~ routes, unless th~ contents 
were sensitive. As tensions with Italy rose, more mail was sent using 
the ~perial Airways s~rvice, plll1fcularly from mill~ personnel in 
Malta. Some alleviation to airmail delays was achieved by increasing 
the frequency to twice-weeldy. By 1940, this seJVice was using Heston 
aerodrome, west of London, replacing Shoreham as the UK terminus. 

. ~ 

BY AIR MAIL 

\\~ f\ t.. . ~"t"" 
~ - \...\ ~ \-o ~-R.. 

~~~ 
·)....~~ 

~~ 

l 940(AP3) ls3d Imperial rate airmail cover from Malm to England with 
Naval censor marking, which is initialled E.C.H. This is almost certainly 
S-iµ-geon ~pupn Ernest Charles Holtom, who was appointed in 1938 to 
the Royal Naval Hospital at Bigbi. The letter was written by his wife and 
sent to their daughter - notably, it was censored before affixing stamps. 

Bighi Naval Censor (2x full size) - recorded from Nov.39 to Nov.40. 
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Wartime Air Mail 

From February to April 1940, 25% of the twice-weekly BOAC services 
from the UK to Egypt via Malta were cancelled due to aircraft shortages. 
A similar situation developed between Egypt and Karachi, resulting in 
the use of AW.15s on an extended route between Calcutta and Egypt. 

~ 
BY AIRMAIL 

C:.,...lo.-..:. C . <:>. \Voe~ l'-r .1$.~ , r 

?""-' '°°9...o.. ~ 
S'~--..6oV c.4:J6/ 

~-o.~,. 

1940(MR20) Airmail cover from Malta to India at wartime ls 3d Empire rate, 
with Par Avion JU8qU'a Dellt.ihandstamp. Backstamped in Secunderabad on 
29 MAR 40. Note the absence of any ceD80r markings from Malta or India. 

. J 
The use of Delhi as the air temilnal 
for mail from Malta is scarce, possibly 
as only the AW.15 landplone services 
from Karachi operated through Delhi.. 

This cover's probable itinerary and mode of tronsport 
24 MR 40 - depart Malta an 111ght CE206 (L 14 L.afoyeffel 
25 MR 40 - dep. Alexandrta flight AC206 !AWl 5 As!roeol 
27 MR 40 - aircraft change at Karachi to AW15 Atalanta 
28 MR 40 - end of air segment at Delhi : transfer to rail 
29 MR 40 - arrive Secunderabad 

Annstrong-Whttworth AW.15 Astroeo at Aboukir. Operated flight AC206 from Egypt to Karachi. 

_,, 



Wartime Air Mail 

In May 1940, an unusual destination of Buea, British Cameroons for some 
airmail covers prompted use of a PAR AVION JUSQ'A Nlgeri.a handstamp. 

1940(MY1 l) 3d Registered envelope by airmail from Malta to Buea, 
Br. Cameroons with various stamps and PAR AVION JUSQU' A Nigeria 
handstamp. The cover has a manuscript endorsement Aerea Wa Roma 
in red crayon. Note that there is no evidence of postal censorship. 

The probable Itinerary for this 1940 cover: 
11 Mrz.t Stamps cancelled at Malta GPO 
13 Mery Ala Littoria seaplane to Rome 
13 Mrz.t />MB Roma-Bali TPO datestamp 
19 Mery Blindisi-Khartoum by BOAC 

flying boat Ciice on flight 05271 
22 Mery Khartoum-Lagos by BOAC 

DH86A Demeter on flight Kl226 
24 Mrz.t Lagos Registered datestamp 
26 Mery- Lagos-Victolia by sea 
29 May Victolia Br.Cameroons cancel 
29 Mrz.t Buea Br.Cameroons datestamp 

The items in bold are present on the cover, 
mostly on the reverse. Other dates are from 
airline information or estimated 1-1. 
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Wartime Air Mail 

At the end of April 1940, an additional UK-India flying boat service was 
introduced, resulting in the reduction of the landplane service via Malta 
from twice to once per week. During May 1940, a small number of special 
BOAC flights using C-class flying boats called at Malta, both eastbound 
and westbound, carrying mails. These were probably investigating routes 
avoiding Italy, in anticipation of Italy's alliance with the Axis forces. 

1940(MY28) Censored cover from Malta to UK at the ls3d rate, with 
censor handatamp and resealing label on reverse. Censor signature 
belongs to Lt. H.F.Clode of The Devonshire Regiment. Probably flown 
Malta to England on BOAC S.33 flying boat Clifton on flight XW221. 

Censor No.30 recorded used by 2nd 
Battalion, The Devonshire Regiment 
from Dec. 19 39 unttl Apr. l 943. 

Opened by 
Cen or. 

Resealing lcbel type CSL-SA. used between Feb.40 and Oct.40 



Wartime Air Mail 

In the week leading to outbreak of war with Italy, BOAC diverted all its 
African and Australian Flying Boat services via Malta. This affected 7 
flights from the U.K. and 5 flights to the U.K. before hostilities made 
operations unsafe. The last flights left Marsaxlokk Bay on 10-Jun-1940. 
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l 940(JU3) Airmail cover from U.K. to Sudan, carried on Cleopatra (flight DS277), 
which called at Malta 6-Jun. Back.stamped on arrival in Khartoum on 8-Jun-1940. 
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