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X kittieba jgharrfuna li wara li xi 
bandisti nfirdu minn hdan 1-gll.aqda 
muzikali 'Nicolo Isouard' tal-Mosta, 
dawn, fl-1905, waqqfu ghaqda muzikali 
ohra fil-Mosta, u b'hekk f'dawk iz­
zminijiet lden hemm zewg gt1aqdiet 
filarmoniC:i. Dawn 1-istess kittieba jghidu 
li qabel ma 1-ghaqda muzikali 'Santa 
Marija' hadet 1-isem taghha, din kienet 
maghrufa bhala Circolo Unione. 

Fis-sena 1903 insibu li fil-Mosta ga kien 
hemm 'Casino Santa Maria' li kien jinsab 
f'numru 103, Strada Rjali. 1 Nota taht il­
firma tal-President, Cesareo Chetcuti, 
tgl1id li d-direzzjoni ta' dan il-kumitat 
kompost minn president, segretarju, 
kaxxier u direttur, jilqghu membri 
godda fi hdan din il-ghaqda bi 11las ta' 
mi2:ata: " ... e stato la direzione di un 
Comitato composto del Presidente, 
Segretario, Cassiere e Direttore. 
L-ammessione da essere proposta da 
qualunque membro del Casino. Sotto 
scrizione trimestrale 3s. Ingresso 4s 
2d. Presidente Cesareo Chetcuti." Din 
1-istess informazzjoni nsibuha wkoll 
ghas-sena 1905. 2 Nafu wkoll li parti 
mill-ispejjez tax-xoghol tal-gwarniC:un 
tar-Rotunda li sar bejn 1-1899 u 1-1903 
tl1allsu mill-President Cesareo Chetcuti 
tal-Kazin Santa Marija. 

Xi sorsi jinnotaw Ii 1-kittieb Robert 
Mifsud·Bonnici jgharrafna li ghal habta 
tas-sena 1900, Mro Anton Miruzzi kien 
direttur tal-Banda Santa Marija.·3 

Madankollu 1-istess Mifsud Bonnici 
jgl1iclilna li ghall-habta tal-1900 il-Banda 
Nicolo Isouard kienet immexxija minn 
Mro A. Miruzzi. 4 Anki 1-istorja 
tgharrafna li f'dak iz-zmien Mro Anton 
Miruzzi kien surmast-direttur tal-banda 
1-ohra Mostija, Nicolo Isouard.5 

L-istoriku Arturo Caruana fil-ktieb 
tiegtrn Sto1ja ta' Malta, indika li fl-1905 
Mro Anton Miruzzi kien is-surmast­
direttur tal-Banda Santa Marija waqt li 

fl number of sources indicate that 
some bandsmen at one point moved 
away from the Nicolo Isouard 
Philharmonic Society of Mosta and 
these, in 1905 established another 
musical society thus giving rise to two 
philharmonic societies in Mosta. These 
same authors inform us that prior to 
being officially called St Mary 
Philharmonic Society this organisation 
was called Circolo Unione. 

In 1903 it is indicated that in Mosta there 
already existed a 'Casino Santa Maria' 
at no. 103, Strade Reale. 1 A note signed 
by Cesareo Chetcuti, President of the 
Society, confirms that the committee 
made up of a president, a secreta1y, a 
treasurer and a director, welcomed any 
new members on payment of a 
membership fee: "e stato la direzione 
di un Comitato composto del 
Presidente, Segretario, Cassiere e 
Direttore. L'ammessione da essere 
proposta da qualunque membro de] 
Casino. Sotto scrizione trimestrale 3s. 
Ingresso 4s 2d. Presidente Cesareo 
Chetcuti." This same information is 
featured also for 1905.2 It is also known 
that part of the expenditure incurred 
for the work done on the cornice 
inside the Rotunda, carried out between 
1899 and 1903, was paid for by the 
president of the St Mary's Social Club, 
Cesareo Chetcuti. 

Some sources note that Robert Mifsud 
Bonnici indicates that about the year 
1900 Mro Antonio Miruzzi was the 
bandmaster of the Santa Marija Band.3 

However, this same author continues 
that about 1900 the Nicolo Isouarcl 
Band was also under the direction of 
the same Miruzzi.1 Historical sources 
point out that Mro Miruzzi was 
bandmaster of the other Mosta band, 
that is, Nicolo Isouard. 5 

The historian Arturo Caruana in his 
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bhala surmast tal-Banda Nicolo Isouard 
indika lil Giobattista Mifsud. 6 

Madankollu, ghas-sena 1905, sors iehor 
jghid li Mro Anton Miruzzi kien surmast­
direttur tal-Banda Nicolo Isouard, waqt 
li s-Sur Giobattista Mifsud lden id­
direttur tal-kazin ta' 1-istess banda.7 Il­
Malta Taghna t~1' 1-istess sena 
tikkonferma li Mro A. Miruzzi lden 
ghadu surmast-direttur tal-Banda Nicolo 
Isouard,8 waqt li 1-Guida Generale tas­
sena 1908, jindika wkoll bhala surmast­
direttur tal-Banda Nicolo Isouard lil Mro 
A. Miruzzi. 9 

Izda storikament nafu li fl-1905, il­
Banda Santa Marija tal-Mosta kienet 
diga mwaqqfa u stabbilita tajjeb. Tant 
li matul 1-istess sena din il-banda Mostija 
tat diversi servizzi muzikali fil-pubbliku 
kemm fil­
Mosta kif 
ukoll barra 
mill-Mosta. 

Nafu li nhar 
it-23 ta' Lulju, 

. .. 
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1905, il-Banda Santa Marija tat1t it­
tmexxija tas-surmast taghha, Mro 
Guzeppi Micallef, esegwiet programm 
muzikali fil-pjazza tal-Mosta. F'dan il­
programm il-banda esegwit il-marc 
Core ed Arte ta' D. Barbara, I-overture 
Masaniello ta' Auber, selezzjoni mill­
opra Aida ta' Verdi, il-kavatina Barbiere 
ta' Rossini, il-valz Spanjol El Turia ta' 
D. Granado u 1-polka Aux Frendchaft 
ta' Liebig. Il-Banda Santa Marija kienet . 
ghalqet dan il-programm bid-daqq ta' 
1-innu L'Unione u 1-God Save the 
King. Io 

Mro Guzeppi Micallef twieled f'ttaz­
Zabbar, nhar il-5 ta' Gunju, 1854, bin 
Anton u Carmela, mwielda Meli. Kien 
idoqq mal-banda tar-Royal Malta 
Fencible Artillery u kien ukoll surmast­
direttur ta' diversi baned Maltin, 
fosthom tal-baned Maria Mater Grati~ 
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book Sto1ja ta' Malta, stated that in 1905 
Mro Anton Miruzzi was the band­
master of the St Mary's Band while 
GioBattista Mifsud was bandmaster of 
the Nicolo Isouard Band.6 On the other 
hand another source indicated that for 
1905 Mro Anton Miruzzi was the band­
master of the Nicolo Isouard Band, 
while GioBattista Mifsud was director 
of the same Nicolo Isouard Band Club.7 

Malta Taghna of the same year 
confirms that Mro A. Miruzzi was still 
bandmaster of the Nicolo Isouard 
Band8 while the Guida Generale of 
1908 also indicates Mro A. Miruzzi as 
bandmaster of the Nicolo Isouard 
Band.9 

Yet, from historical sources it is known 
that in 1905 Sta Marija Band was 
already set up and well-established. In 
fact, during the same year this Mosta 
band performed a number of musical 
programmes in public in Mosta itself 
and also in other localities. 

On 23 July 1905 the Sta Marija Band, 
under the leadership of its musical 
director Mro Giuseppe Micallef, 
performed a musical programme in the 
Mosta square. In this programme the 
band executed the march Core ed Arte 
by D. Barbara, the overture Masaniello 
by Auber, a selection from Verdi's 
opera Aida, the cavatina from Rossini's 
Barbieri di Seviglia, the Spanish waltz 
El Turia by D. Granado and the polka 
Aux Frendchaft by Liebig. The Santa 
Marija Band ended its performance with 
the hymns L'Unione and God Save the 
King.Io 

Mro Giuseppe Micallef was born at 
Zabbar on 5 June 1854, the son of 
Anton and Carmela nee Meli. He played 
with the band of the Royal Malta 
Fencible Artillery and was also 
bandmaster of a number of Maltese 
bands among which: Maria Mater 
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Gratix and San Mikiel of 
Zabbar, Prince of Wales 
of Vittoriosa, Melita of 
Naxxar and the other 
Mosta band, Nicolo 
Isouard. He composed a 
range of musical pieces. 
He was married to Grazia 
Psaila and had five 
children. He died at 
Mamrun on 20 October 
1914. 11 

u San Mikiel ta' I1az-Zabbar, 
Prince of Wales ta' 
Vittoriosa, Melita tan­
Naxxar, kif ukoll tal-banda 
l-ot1ra Mostija, Nicolo 
Isouard. Is-Surmast G. 
Micallef ikkompona wkoll 
diversi bcejjec muzikali. 
Huwa kien mizzewweg lil 
Grazia Psaila u kellhom 
names ulied. Miet il­
I1amrun nhar 1-20 ta' 
Ottubru, 1914. 11 

Mm Giuseppe Micallef 
R.MFA. From correspondence 

Minn korrispondenza, 
datata 20 ta' Lulju, 1906, li ghaddiet 
bejn id-deputazzjoni tal-festa ta' Santa 
Marija komposta mill-arc':ipriet ta' dak 
iz-zmien, Dun Gwann Sarreo D.D., Dun 
Gwann Fenech, Dun Ang Camilleri, u 
Dun Guzepp Borg, u I-baned Santa 
Marija u Nicolo Isouard dwar is-servizzi 
Ii dawn iz-zewg baned Mostin kellhom 
jaghmlu matul il-granet tal-festa tas-sena 
1906, fost affarijiet ohra nsibu ndikat: 
".. nixtiequ nafu jekk il-filarmonika 
tieghek (Santa Marija) tridx taccetta 1-
istess servizz u ddoqqu programm 
filwaqt il-ghasar ta' lejlietha bhalma 
gt1amiltu s-sena 1-ohra." Dan il-kliem 
jindika car Ii I-Banda Santa Marija kienet 
hadet sehem fil-festa ta' Santa Marija 
fil-Mosta tas-sena 1905. 12 

Matul is-sena 1905 il-Banda Santa Marija 
harget iddoqq barra 1-Mosta. F'rapport 
dwar il-festa tal-Madonna tad-Duluri 
ccelebrata f'San Pawl il-Bahar fl-1905, 
insibu Ii 2:-zewg baned Mostin kienu 
hadu sehem f'din il-festa: " ... San Pawl 
il-Bahar, mal-banda 1-Qadima il-bierah 
marru wkoll kwazi 1-istess nies, San 
Pawl il-Bahar ghax marret il-banda 
gdida.'u Kifwiehed jista' jinnota, f'dan 
r-rapport il-Banda Nicolo Isouard giet 
identifikata bhala 1-banda 1-qadima, 
waqt Ii I-Banda Santa Marija giet msejha 
bhala 1-banda gdida. Rapport iehor Ii 
deher fuq il-gazzetta Malta Taghna tat-

dated 20 July 1906 
between the committee of the Santa 
Marija feast composed of Archpriest 
Rev. Gwann Sarreo D.D., Rev. Gwann 
Fenech, Rev. Angelo Camilleri, and 
Rev. Guzepp Borg, and the Santa Marija 
and Nicolo Isouard band clubs, 
regarding the musical services these 
Mosta clubs were to render during the 
feast days of the year 1906, it is known 
that, "... nixtiequ nafu jekk il­
filarmonika tieghek (Santa Marija) tridx 
taccetta 1-istess servizz u ddoqqu 
programm filwaqt il-ghasar ta' lejlietha 
bt1alma gl1amiltu s-sena 1-ohra" (we 
would like to know if your 
philharmonic (Santa Marija) would 
accept the same service and perform a 
musical programme during the vespers 
on the eve of the feast as was done 
last year). This clearly shows that the 
Santa Marija Band had taken part in 
the feast of 1905. 12 

During the year 1905 the Santa Marija 
Band also played outside Mosta. In a 
report about the feast of Our Lady of 
Sorrows celebrated at St Paul's Bay in 
1905, it is indicated that the two Mosta 
bands took part in these celebrations: 
" ... San Pawl ii-Bahar, mal-banda 1-
Qaclima il-bieral1 ma1n1 wkoll kwaii 1-
istess nies, San Pawl ii-Bahar gliax 
marret il-banda gdida" 13 (. .. St Paul's 
Bay, nearly the same people also went 
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23 ta' Settembru 1905, jindika wkoll li 
1-Banda Santa Marija claqqet programm 
fl-okkazjoni tal-festa tal-Maclonna tacl­
Duluri fil-Mosta. 

Is-sena 1906 gabet maghha xi ftit ta' 1-
inkwiet. Mill-korrispondenza li d­
cleputati tal-festa kienu baghtu licl­
clirigenti tal-Bancla Santa Marija sabiex 
jaraw jekk rieclux jaccettaw 1-istess 
servizz li kienu ghamlu fis-sena 1905, 
jigifieri programm lejlet il-festa waqt il­
ghasar, mir-risposta li kienu taw 1-
ufficjali tal-Bancla Santa Marija clatata 
24 ta' Lulju, 1905, inclirizzata lil Dun 
Ang Camilleri, wiehed mid­
deputazzjoni tal-festa, hemm indikat li, 
" ... ahna mixtiqin wisq li niehdu sehem 
fil-festa ta' 1-Assunta, imma bhala nies 
ta' 1-istess pajjiz."14 
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L-istatwa titulari 1-antika ta' 
Santa Marija / 7be Janner titular 

statue qf St Mary 

with the established band yesterday as 
the new band was also there). One can 
notice that the Nicolo Isouard Band was 
described as the established band while 
the Santa Marija Band is indicated as 
the new band. Another report that 
appeared in the newspaper Malta 
Taghna of 23 September 1905 revealed 
that the Santa Marija band executed a 
musical programme on the occasion of 
the feast of Our Lady of Sorrows in 
Mosta. 

The year 1906 ushered in a number of 
arguments. From correspondence 
between the feast committee and the 
Santa Marija Band Club regarding the 
enquiry in connection with the 
acceptance of the same conditions as 
those of 1905 for the service during the 
feast of 1906, that is, their participation 
on the eve of the feast during vespers, 
from the answer delivered by the 
committee of the Santa Marija Band 
Club to Rev. Angelo Camilleri elated 24 
July 1905 it is indicated that: " ... alina 
mixtiqin wisq Ii niet1du sehem fil-festa 
ta' ]-Assunta, imma bliala nies ta' 1-istess 
pajjii" 14 (... we are desirous to 
participate in the feast of the 
Assumption but as people of the same 
locality). 

This same statement is repeated in a 
letter sent by the committee of the Santa 
Marija Band Club to the feast 
committee on 27 July 1906: " ... 
niJTepetulkom clak Ji gia ktibnilkom 
cioe illi ahna nixtiequ wisq Ji ikollna 
sehem fil-festa bhala tfal tal-Mosta, u 
atrna qeghdin naghmlu hekk mlwx 
biex nimmaltrattaw il-festa, imma biex 
naghmluha iijed kbira il-festa tal-Beata 
Vergni Marija" 15 (. .• we repeat what has 
lately been written that is that we are 
highly desirous that we participate in 
the feast as children of Mosta, and we 
are doing this not to damage the feast 
but to make the feast of the Blessed 



-------- £XANNAL1BUS MUST.IE 

Dan 1-ilment hu wkoll indikat fl-ittra li 
1-istess mexxejja tal-Banda Santa Marija 
kienu bagt1tu nhar is-27 ta' Lulju 1906, 
lid-deputati tal-festa meta nsibu miktub: 
" ... nirrepetulkom dak li gia ktibnilkom 
cioe illi ahna nixtiequ wisq li ikolna 
sehem fil-festa bhala tfal tal-Mosta, u 
ahna qegl1din naghmlu hekk mhux 
biex nimmaltrattaw il-festa, imma biex 
nagt1111luha izjed kbira il-festa tal-Beata 
Vergni Marija."15 

L-ittra tas-27 ta' Lulju, tkompli tagl1ti 
aktar taghrif: " ... fl-ewwel ittra taghkom 
li fiha ghidtulna incloqqu fil-festa bhas­
soltu, u jiena inghidilkom li dak li kien 
solitu, ma jezistix izjed, imma spicca, u 
ma jigix ikkalkulat izjed, imma z-zmien 
Ii ahna fih jgt1odd u mhux 1-imghoddi, 
gt1aliex atma ta' 1-istess patria, cioe ta' 
1-istess rahal, ma ghandniex inkunu 
maltrattati u persegwitati minkom 
b'dina 1-manjiera." L-ittri f'isem 1-
Ghaqda Muzikali Santa Marija, kienu 
ffirmati mill-president, is-Sur Edward 
Grech, il-viCi-president, is-Sur Frangisk 
Gatt, u 1-kummissjonant, is-Sur Pawlu 
Grech. 16 

Izc!a, minkejja clan, iz-zewg baned taw 
is-sehem tagl1hom permezz ta' diversi 
servizzi matul il-jiem tal-festa ta' Santa 
Marija ta' dik is-sena. Ittra li dehret fuq 
il-gurnal Malta Tagl1na tal-25 ta' Awissu 
1906, bil-firma ta' 'Indipendent', 
tgharrafna li: " ... bosta kienu illi 
dis-sena hasbu il-kuntrarju billi 1-banda 
1-gdida kienet offisa ghal xi 11wejjeg li 
ppretendiet bt1ala Mostin u lilha gew 
michuda. Izda 1-banda 1-gdida hija 
Mostija, u bhala Mostija hija kwieta, hija 
prudenti. .. ". Anki hawn il-Banc!a Santa 
Marija giet indikata bhala il-banda l­
gdic!a.17 

Fil-bidu tas-sena, 1907, il-Banc!a Santa 
Marija li kienet ghadha taht it-tmexxija 
tas-surmast Guzeppi Micallef, esegwiet 
programm muzikali fil-pjazza tal-

Virgin Mary even greater). 

The letter of 27 July gives further 
information: " ... fl-ewwel ittra tagl1kom 
Ii fiha gt1idtulna indoqqu fil-festa bl1as­
soltu, u jiena inghidilkom Ii dak Ii Iden 
solitLI, ma jeiistix iijed, imma spk'ca, LI 
ma jigix ikkalkulat iijed, imma z-zmien 
Ii al1na fih jgl1odcl LI mhL1x l-img11odcli, 
ghaliex al1na ta' 1-istess patria, cioe ta' 
1-istess ral1al, ma gliandniex inkunu 
maltrattati LI persegwitati mink.om 
b'dina 1-manjiera" (. . .in your first letter 
in which you asked us to play as usual 
in the feast, and I tell you that what 
was usual is now gone and does not 
apply any more, but it is today that 
counts and not the past, as we belong 
to the same birthplace, that is we come 
from the same village, we should not 
be maltreated and persecuted by you 
in this manner). The letters written in 
the name of the Santa Marija Band Club 
were signed by the president, Mr 
Edward Grech, the vice-president, Mr 
Frangisk Gatt, and the commission 
agent, Mr Paolo Grech. 16 

In spite of this argument, both bands 
gave their full contribution during the 
feast of St Mary of that year. A letter 
which was featured in the newspaper 
Malta Taghna of 25 August 1906, 
signed by someone under the 
pseudonym 'Indipendent' (sic), 
remarked that: " ... bosta kienu illi 
clis-sena tiasbu il-kuntrarju billi 1-banda 
1-gclicla kienet offisa g11al xi hwejjeg Ji 
ppretencfiet bhala Mastin LI lilha gew 
mid1L1da. Iida 1-bancla 1-gdicla hija 
Mostija, LI bt1ala Mostija hija kwieta, hija 
pruclenti .. . "17 (. .. many were those who 
this year had miscalculations, because 
the new band felt offended due to 
certain expectations which it had as 
Mostin and which were negated to it. 
However the new band is from Mosta, 
and as a Mostija it is docile, it is 
prudent ... ). · 
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Mosta, 18 waqt li fl-1908 thallset is­
somma ta' £5 ta' zewg servizi li ghamlet 
fis- 7 u fit-8 ta' Settembru, ghall­
okkazjoni tal-festa tal-Vitorja fin­
Naxxar: " ... pagati alla SoCieta 
Filarmonica 115. Maria" della Musta per 
due se1vizzi musicali eseguiti l'uno la 
sera del 7 Sett. e l'altro nel tempo della 
Processione del giorno susseguente 
dell'anno 1908." 19 Il-Madd, 14 ta' Frar, 
1909, il-Banda Santa Marija, taht it­
tmexxija tas-Surmast Micallef, esegwiet 
programm muzikali fil-pjazza tal­
Mosta.20 

Ta' min jgt1id li Mro Guzeppi Micallef 
kellu sehem kbir in konnessjoni mal­
Banda Peace tan-Naxxar, waqt li din 
il-banda kienet ukoll taghti xi servizzi 
fil-Mosta. ].F. Caruana jgharrafna li Mro 
Micallef fl-1910 kien ghadu surmast­
direttur tal-Banda Santa Marija waqt li 
jghid ukoll li kien ikkompona 1-marca 
sinfonika, La Giovane Turche, gl1all­
Banda Santa Marija tal-Mosta. 21 

II-Guida Generale tas-sena 1910 tindika 
li s-sede ta' din 1-ghaqda muzikali kienet 
f'Via Nu ova Valletta. 22 Fil­
pubblikazzjoni Sto1ja tal-Mosta hemm 
indikat li 1-Banda Santa Marija baqghet 
tiffunzjona sal-1911, izda wara 1-kazin 
ta' din is-socjeta baqa' miftuh. 23 J.F. 
Caruana jindika li fl-1917 il-Banda Santa 
Marija kienet ghadha tezisti. 21 

Robert Mifusd Bonnici fl-istorja tieghu 
dwar il-Banda Nicolo Isuard jikteb li: 
" ... bejn 1-1918 u 1-1922, il-banda 
sfrattat, mietet, u rxuxtat fl-1923 ... waqt 
li I-Banda z-iaghzugha iffjakkat u mietet 
hesrem."25 Hawn, 1-awtur, qed jalludi 
gl1al-Banda Santa Marija bhala 1-banda 
z-zaghzugha. 

Intant fil-Guida Generale tas-sena 1920 
niltaqghu mal-Banda Santa Marija, izcla 
din id-darba taht 1-isem ta' 'L-Assunta', 
li bhala direttur mizikali taghha kellha 
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At the beginning of the year 1907, the 
Santa Marija Band, which was still 
under the direction of Mro Guzeppi 
Micallef, executed a musical 
programme in the Mos ta square, 18 

while in 1908 the sum of £5 was paid 
to it for two services rendered on 7 
and 8 September on the occasion of 
the feast of Our Lady of Victories of 
Naxxar: " .. . pagati alla SoCieta 
Filarmonica "S. Maria" della Musta per 
due servizi musicali eseguiti l'uno la 
sera del 7 Sett. e l'altro nel tempo della 
Processione del giorno suseguente 
dell'anno 1908." 19 On Sunday 14 
February 1909 the Sta Marija Band 
under the musical direction of Mro 
Micallef performed a programme in 
Mosta square. 20 

It should be pointed out that Mro 
Micallef had close connections with the 
Peace Band Club of Naxxar and this 
same band also performed in Mosta. 
].F. Caruana remarks that Mro G. 
Micallef in 1910 was still bandmaster 
of the Sta Marija Band and adds that 
he composed a symphonic march La 
Giovane Turche for the Sta Marija Band 
of Mosta. 21 

The Guida Generale of 1910 specifies 
that the club of this musical society was 
in Via Nuova Valletta. 22 In the book 
Sto1ja tal-Mosta it is stated that the Sta 
Marija Band continued with its 
musical activities till 1911 but the club 
remained open after that time. 23 J.F. 
Caurana holds that in 1917 the Sta 
Marija Band was still in existence. 21 

Robe1t Mifsud Bonnici writing about the 
Nicolo Isouard Band states: " ... bejn 1-
1918 u 1-1922, il-bancla sfrattat, mietet, 
u 1xuxtat fl-1923 ... waqt Ji I-Banda i­
iaghiugha iffjakkat u mietet tiesrem"25 

(. .. between 1918 and 1922, the band 
became disorganised, waned and was 
brought back to life in 1923 ... while 



--------- EXANNI\LIBUS MUSTA: 

lil Mro Anton Miruzzi. 26 Fl-istess sors 
nsibu li 1-kazin - Circolo Filarmonico -
ta' din 1-ghaqda muzikali kien f'numru 
179, Triq il-Kungress Ewkaristiku, waqt 
li bliala president taghha kellha lis-Sur 
Giovanni Schembri. Is-segretarju u 1-
kaxxier kienu s-Sinjuri Carmelo Gatt u 
Vincenz Mifsud rispettivament. 27 

Fl-istess Guida Generale ta' snin varji 
nsibu li 1-kazin ta' din 1-ghaqda muzikali 
- L' Assunta - kien ghadu fl-istess 
lokal. 28 F'numru ta' hargiet ta' din il­
pubblikazzjoni hemm indikat li Mro 
Anton Miruzzi kien id-direttur tas­
Socjeta Filarmonika L'Assunta. 29 

Is-surmast Anton Miruzzi twieled il­
Furjana nhar 1-10 ta' Ottubru 1867, bin 
Guzepp u Mikelina, imwielda Brincat. 
Huwa kien surmast-direttur ta' diversi 
baned Maltin, fosthom La Valette tal­
Belt Valletta, San Guzepp tal-Hamrun, 
Beland taz-Zejtun, I Cavallieri di Malta 
ta' tas-Sliema, San Piju X ta' Hal Lija, 
Sant'Indrija ta' Hal Luqa, Nicolo Isouard 
tal-Mosta u Leone ta' Ghawdex. Mro 
Miruzzi kkompona ghadd varjat 
ta' bcejjec muzikali li whud 
minnhom ghadhom jindaqqu sal­
lum, waqt li kiseb diversi unuri bil­
kompozizzjonijiet tiegtrn. Huwa kien 
mizzewweg lil Koncetta, imwielda 
Cauchi, u miet il-Hamrun nhar it-23 ta' 
Ottubru, 1944.30 

Il-Guida Generale tas-sena 1922/23 
tindika bt1ala ufficjali tal-kumitat ta' din 
1-ghaqda muzikali lil Cesareo Chetcuti 
bhala president, lil Felic Schembri bhala 
segretatiu, lil Anglu Grech bhala kaxxier 
u lil Pietru Camilleri bhala direttur.31 

L-istess sors ghas-sena 1925, juri bhala 
ufficjali tal-Banda L'Assunta lil Cesareo 
Chetcuti bhala president, lil Pietru 
Camilleri bhala segretarju, lil Anglu 
Grech bhala kaxxier, waqt li bhala 
deputati jindika lil Marcell Vella, Salvu 

the new band disappeared and passed 
away). The author called the Sta Marija 
Band the new band. 

In the Guida Generale of 1920 the Sta 
Marija Band is once again mentioned 
but this time under the name of 
'L'Assunta' with Mro Anton Miruzzi as 
its band director.26 In the same source 
it is indicated that the club - Circolo 
Filannonico - of this musical society, 
was to be found at 179, Eucharistic 
Congress Road. Its president was Mr 
Giovanni Schembri. The secreta1y and 
the treasurer were Mr Carmelo Gatt and 
Mr Vincent Mifsud respectively. 27 

In the same Guida Generale of 
different years the club of this musical 
society - L' Assunta - was to be found 
in the same address. 28 In a number of 
issues of this publication it is pointed 
out that Mro Anton Miruzzi was the 
musical director of the L'Assunta 
philharmonic society. 29 

Mro Anton Miruzzi was born in Floriana 
on 10 October 1867, the son of Guzepp 
and Mikelina nee Attard. He was 
bandmaster of various Maltese bands 
amongst which were: La Vallette of 
Valletta, San Guzepp of Hamrun, 
Beland of Zejtun, I Cavallieri di Malta 
of Sliema, San Pi ju X of Lija, Sant'Indrija 
of Luqa, Nicolo Isouard of Mosta and 
Leone of Gozo. Mro Miruzzi composed 
a range of musical pieces some of 
which are still performed to this day. 
He also received various awards for his 
musical compositions. He was married 
to Concetta nee Cauchi and died in 
Hamrun on 23 October 1944.30 

The Guida Generale of 1922/23 reveals 
that the committee members of this 
musical society were Cesareo Chetcuti 
as president, Felic Schembri as 
secretary, Anglu Grech as treasurer and 
Pietru Camilleri as club director.31 
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Sciberras, Guzepp Bonnici, u Pietru 
Camilleri. 32 

lt-tibdil fil-formazzjoni tal-karigi ta' 1-
ufficjali tal-kumitat ta' din 1-ghaqda 
muzikali matul is-snin gt1oxrin tas-seklu 
1-iehor jikkonferma li din is-socjeta, dik 
il-habta kienet ukoll attiva, u ghalhekk 
hu ragonevoli li wiehed jassumi li, bhal 
socjetajiet ohra, matul is-snin gew 
organizzati minnha ghadd ta' attivitajiet 
socjo-kulturali ghall-membri u 1-
partitarji taghha. 

The same source but of the year 1925 
indicates that the officials of the 
L'Assunta Band were Cesareo Chetcuti 
as president, Pietru Camilleri as 
secretary, Anglu Grech as treasurer, 
while the other members were Marcel 
Vella, Salvu Sciberras, Guzepp Bonnici 
and Pietru Camilleri. 32 

The various committee changes of this 
musical society along the 1920s 
confirm that this club was active at that 
time and thus it stands to reason to 
assume that, just like other societies, a 
number of socio-cultural activities were 
organised by this club for its members 
and supporters. 
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