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TO .THE EDITOR OF TH~ ~PEC~TATOR. . 

. Cheltenham. 

MR. EDITOR; -{}n my return home lately from th.e 
East, where I have been endeavouring to -trace ~he 
footsteps of my celebrated ancestar, whose rambli11g 
propensities I have inherited with ·his name, I hap
pened to pa&s t Q_rough Malta ; which little I.sland I 
found in a state of great excitement; occasioned by 
some recent chan'ges in its Gov nment. .. . _ 

On . arriving here the- other day, I encountered 
the Governor of that Island ; who I su·ppose has 
conter lik_e my!oi:P.lf, to recruit his· }iver preparatory 
to another visit to a warmer climate ; and : t!J.o'ugh: 
his Excellency is not a very biliou~-looking person; 
his appearance naturally reminded-me of the charges 
brought against him by his subjects; whose.- prin
cipal complaint, however, was only, to say the•tru.th; 
that he himself governed too little, and as a nat.ural · 
consequence allowed other5 tq govern to'o much. · · -

What seemed principally to occupy the public 
attention when I was in Malta, was ·the institution 
of'a Council there, which was re-presented by. the 
Government as a boon graciously conceded by his 
Majesty to his Maltese ~mbjects; who ~ere, hqw
ever, so perverse as to com plain of this same Coun_. 
cil as tendin ~· to make matters sti!l worse than they 
had been before ; and which indeed seemed equally 
unpopular, though for differE nt reasons, with both 
parties, the governoi:s as well as the governed. · 

. To explain the 9,iuse of t.his unpopularity; it is 
necessary to observe; that this Council is composed. 
of sev-en melnbers; pre.sided over by the Governor;' 
that four of these members are pers0-ns holdiµg 
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official situations; and the remaining three unof
fic;j<J.l~ selectec;l from . certain dasses~ and named by 
the Governor. -

The four official members are-
~- The Bishop . . 
2 ~. Th.~ _Senior fy.Ii_litary Officer. 
3. The Chief Justice. 
4. The Chief S~creta.ry to Government. _ 

No objection could reasonably be made to the 
nomination of the Bishop and the Chief Ju stice; 
but against that of the Senior Military Officer it 

~was fairly urged, that this Council wa.s intended 
fo~ the , civil not the military government of the 
Island-t_hat the Governor; who was e,r-ojjicio Pre
·~ident of the Council, was himself the Senior Mili
_tary Oip.cer, _and consequently there could be no· 
n~cessity for the nomination of another officer, the 
more especially as in a garrison like Malta the in~ 

. _d~vidua~ would be liable to perpetual change. 
;· . Against the appointment of the Chief Secretary 
.ther_e s~em~4 t9 -~e~ tw9 obkctipn§-on~ of a.pnblic 
rtatmre, fhe other personal. 

It was contended in the first case,. that the Chief 
:Secretary was or ought tp be simply an executive 
.officer _; and as such .shqµld not be permitted to· 
exerci~e . any functions of a legislative nature, the 
qnion of wP,ich p,o~ers in the same i1idividuals is 
in ~act stated to be one of the principal evils com
plained of under the present system. 

' The personal objection to the individual now 
holding this appointment is that he also is a military 
~fficer, bro~gh_t up, moreover, in a very arbitrary 
§c4ool, with Jess regard or consideration for ci vii 
rights 'a_nd institutions than is becoming in an officer, 
whose m!litary,_e~per_ience, instead of fightin g and 
starving through th~_last war, was principally con
¥ne4 to _charging a gpod dinner every day in the 
palac~s of Ceyloi;i, Cufee, and Malta. 
: Bu~ t~~ pubHc indig,nation was chiefly directed 
ag~iµst the ~ppoiµtment of the three unfortunate 
unofficials, who were. supposed to be selected by 
t4e Governor-,, 
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·One from the chief nobility or landed proprietors,. 
One from the principal British me:rchants, 

. One from the principal native merchants. _ 
In Malta, it seems that there may be about twenty 

· proprietors with titles of nobility, .and· with a rental 
. in land averaging from 300l. to lOOOl. per annum ; 
from which number it was expected that the repre
sentative member would naturally be selected ; but 
as it is said that the individual actually. chosen is 
not in the possession of landed property to the ex.:, 
tent of even 501. a year, his nomination is accounted 
for on the 'ground of his literary merits, as being the 
author or rather the compiler of a sh.ort History of 
the Plague, with a very long and very adulatory. 
dedication to his Excellency the Governor. 

-The representative of the native merchants is also, 
it seems, a literary character ; having written a 
treatise to prove that the amount of salaries paid to· 
persons holding civil appointments under Govern- · 
ment could be of no possible prejudic~ to the Island, 
becau-se- -these salaries were all spel}t again on the · 
spot. This conclusion might perhaps be proved by· 
t-he Chief Justice to be what the lawyers call a non 
sequitur ; nor is the theory quite in accordance with 
Adam S mith ; but it was not the less agreeable on 
t hat account to the Government, which reasonably 
considered that a polit'ical economist of such accom
modating principles was. fully entitled to a seat in 
the Council, more ·especially as having a s,on in the 

·church, who might at no distant period be a candi
date for the episcopal mitre . 
· The unlucky representati \Te of the British com - _ 

mercial interests seems to be in a worse position, if 
possible, than either of his follow Councillors elect ; 
for the B ritish merchants have form~llv disclaimed 
him as · _a member of their hod y, or at~ least affirn1' 
that he is not nor ever has been one of the principal 
merchants of the Island. What seems more certain 

. is, t~at he has a large far_nil'yx.and small means; and 
·that if he prove tractable,. as is expected, he may be
allowe_d· to pi~k ·up a few crnmbs from, under the
Counc1l-table. 
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This. nbtable Council, t~us con1.posedi- i£ only to 
assemble wheri' his Excellency the G'overnor ' is 

· pleased ·to think it necessary or expedient to ask its 
I advice on any knotty point that he may find it con
venient to saddle the Counoil · wi~h the :responsibi lity 
of; but it has not the : power o~ orig•inating any 
measure of local relief, much less that of any· con
trol over the Executive Government~ 

Had his Majesty's Government been· sincerely 
desirous of mee~i_ng the wishes ·and expectations of 
the inhabital)ts of · Malfa, nothing -cou.lcl be m.ore 
practicab1B .:·than the institution of a Council that. 
would have-i been really useful. The simple exclu-· 
&ion of the two official me~bers objected to. and the 
free election 9f the three u·nofficial members by the 
classes they were .:intended to-represent, might hav.e 
attained this end, had such been the object; but it 
was no doubt considered both in Downing-street 
and Strada Reale, that a Council· so composed 
would have been pessimi e.rempti, and mig·ht make 
very i nc on v enient-"in q-tt iries· i uto--6 L'\'eh-ma-t-ter- ~ 
amount of revenue squeezed out of the inhabitants 

.· -the manner in which that revenue was raised-
·-,. ~ and, worse than all, the way in which it was spent; 

and indeed, Mr. Editor, . .when you co11sider that a 
revenue exceeaing . 100,000/. sterling is annually, 
raised and expended for the Civil Government of.an 
Island n9t larger than_ the Isle of Wig·ht, such an 
inquiry would naturally see m tp be one of the first 
duties of an independent Council. · 

Whateyer may be the merits or deme:its of t~e 
individual members of the· present Council, .you "!~ll 
no doubt a.gree with the inhabitants of Malta m 
looking upon _ its· iustitution ·as wo_rs~ , th~n . useless, 
and with · me in concluding that if any grievances 
do really exist in Malta, they are not likely to .be 
redressed by its Council of Government. 
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· I am, Mr. Editor~ 
Your friend and well-:wi.Sher1 

ANTHONY SHIRLEY. 
J,onc!J11: Printerl by Mills auo !' on1 
' Goni:h·!qnarl', Fket ·stn·et. 


