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COPIES of the PROCLAMATIONS issued by M r. Cameron, CrvIL Co:vtMISSIONER 

of Malta, dated the 15th day of July 1801; and by Sir Thomas .tiaitland, 

the FIRST GOVERNOR of JV.falta, dated . .the 5th.day of October 18J3. : 

PROCLAMA di Charles Cameron, alla.N az,ione Maltese. 

INCARICATO da Sua Maesta, il R e della Gran Bxettagn,a, di reggere t(1tti gli 
affari, fuorche Ii miiitari 'di quest 'Isole di l\lalta e Gozo, col titolo di Com
missionario Ci\·il(• della iviaesta Sua, abbraccio con sommo contento questa 
occasione di assicurarvi deila pater!la cur,1 ed ~1ffezione del Re per voi, di 
assirnrarvi che Sw1 Maesta vi accorda piena protezione, e go<limento di tutt' 
i vostri ph'i cari dritti, proteggera · le vostre Chiese, la vostra Santa Heligione, 
le vostre persone, e le vostre proprieta. 

La paterna sua cura s'cst,~nde agli speda1i, ed altri stauili menti di carita, 
all :istrm::ione del]a gioventu, agli · orfoni, agli. abbandonati, ai po\·eri, ed a tutt.i 
coloto! • che ricorrono alla :ma beneficenza. 

Popolo felice che la mano di Dio ha salvato da11a orribiie rni::-:eria , ed oppres
sione sotto a cui gemono tante innocenti Nazioni, ricevete con gratitudine tanta 
bonta d\m Re, padre de' suoi ·sudditi, che protegge il dcbole contru il forte, il 
povero contro il ricco, sotto il cui Dominio tutti sono ugualmente protetti dalla 
le.gge. 

Voi vi siete fin'ora condotti con dec(')ro, e con sommi:Ssione alle autorita 
legittirne, e la· ·rnstra anti ea fama nelle arm i non ~i e smentita ·nella difesa, che 
ultimamente faceste della vostra Fatria. 

Essendo ormai il commercio e5teso, le arti, e le scicnze protette, le 1iJani
fatture, e l'agricoltura sostenute, e l' industria animata, Malta sara l'emporio 
del Mediterraneo, e la sede del coutento. 

L'eseguire cosi grHziose sovrane volonta, e non meno il mio ardente desiderio, 
che il mio sagro dovere. La mia porta sara a tutti aperta, ascoltero tutti, 
sempre saro pronto a rendere giustizia a tutti, .a fare osservare le legg), tempe
randole colla clemenza, ed a ricevere ogni informazione, che avra per oggetto il 
bene de' Maltesi, e sopra tutto mi occupero de' rnezzi di far prosperare la colti
n1z,ione, e la mauifattura del cotone, e d'intrudurre, e manteuere l'a.bbondanza 
<lei viveri di queste lsole. 

Charles Cameron, 
Dal Palazzo, li 15 Luglio 1801. in Malta. 

TRANSLATION of 'PROCLAMATION by Charles C~mneron, Civil, Commissioner 
of Malta. 

To the Maltese Nation. 

CHARGED by His MajPsty, th e King of Great Britain, to cond~ct all tbe 
affairs ( except the military) of these islands of l\1 alta and Gozo, with the title 
of His M3jesty's Civil Commissioner, l embrace, with the highes t sat isfaction, 
this opportunity of assuring you <.~f the paternal care and affection of the King 
towards you ; and that His Maj esty grants you full protection, and tile enjoy
nients of all your dearest right~. He win protect your cburclies, your holy 
religion, your persons; anGl your 1property. 

His paternal c_are extends to the hospitals, and other charitable establish
ments; to the education of youth, to orphans, to the poor, and to all those who 
recur to his beneficence. 

Happy people! whom the hand of God has saved from the horrible misery 
and oppression under which groan rn many innocent nations; receive with 
gratitude all this goodness from a King who is the father of hii/subjects; who. 

protects 
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pr,Aects the vveak against. the strong; the poor ,1gainst the rich .; under whose 
dominion all are equally protected by the law. 

flithnto you ha-ve conducted yourselves with dc·~orum and submission to 
the legitimate authorities ; and your ancient fr:me in arms has not been tarnisl1ed 
by the defence which you lately made of your country. 

Cornnerce being now ex t ended, the c1rts and sciences encouraged, 1rnmu
factures a ud agriculture supported, and industry rewarded, Malta will become 
the en: podum of the Medirerranean, and the seat of ~ontent. 

To e xecute snch gracious cormrn11 1 ds of niy SoverPign is n ot .less my ardent 
desire tlrnn it is my sacred duty . My door ~liall lJe open t o all; I ~vrn hear 
everyone's plea; I shall be ready tu r end er ju stice; to cause the law to be 
observed, tempering it with cl emency; and to r eceive every info1 rnation which 
sbali have for· its object the welfare of the Maltese; and, aliove all, I sha11 
devote myst'lf to the means of promoting the cultivat ion and manufacture of 
cotto 11 , and of introducing and maintaini11g plenty in these islands. 1 

(signed) Charles Cameron. 
Palace, 1 5 July l 801. 

MINUTE by Sir Tlwrnas Jfaitland, Governor of Malta. 

HIS Excellency, on assuming th e government of these island s, is most happy 
to find that the severe <" a larnity ;with \-vhich l\Ialta has been afflicted is rapidly 
decreasing, and he is firmly persuaded thnt .a ~teady, rigid, and uniform adher
ence to t l1 ose wise and sa lutary restrietions enjoined by his Excellency's pre
decessor will, within a very limited p eri od, Ct)hlpletely eradicate the plag ue 
now, and he trusts for ever, from this islatid . 

Until that desirable (\bj ect be attained it will be jmµossible for his Excellency 
to l-' n ter upon any of those measures he has been charged by li is Royal Master 
to carry into effec t, with a view to consolidate :-rnd establish, on a firm and 
pennanent basis, the happiness an d prosperity of these isLinds. 

His Excellency cannot, however, refrain fro m stating to t he Maltese, even 
thus early, the great intere~t His R oy.al Higlme ~s the Prince Regent, acting in 
th e._ name and owbehaJf <,f !1-is ~ajesty, /has ~een g1:aciou~'1y ~leased to take ~n 
th eir welfare, th e deep cons1derat10n h e has .given to . then· hither to uncertain 
and unsettled state, ,md hi~ gracious dd.errn ination henceforth to recognise th e 
p eople of Malta and Gozo as subjects of the Briti::;h Crow n, and ~.s entitled to 
its fullest protP<.:tion. 

It iv-ri ll be bis Excellency's duty , in ,cfn1rying .into effecrt his Royal Master's 
benevolent inst ruction s on this h ead , to secure to the l\,Jaltese'. i,n the fuliest 
rnan rner, th e free exercise of their religion, to maintain their Eccl esiastical. 
E stahl ishm E' nt, to introduce such ameli~ration in Lbe proceedings of th e Courts or' 
L aw as will ~Ecure to everyone the certa inty of speedy a nd efledive justice; 
to make such irnprovl' rneut in the laws th emselves as past ,experience or change 
of circumstances may haYe rt·ndered necessary and advisable; and, in short, to' 
adopt every measure t !rat may be req uisit,~ to ~ecure~ to the inhabitants a tull 

· share of tliat happiness, weulth, ~ecurity, and prnsperity fortunateiy enjoyed 
by all the subjects of the British Empire in every part of the world. 

Until his Excellency ca n witll pr()priety entt• r upon this course of proceed
ings he expt•cts from tile puLlic functionari <: s. of all descriptio11s, a steady and 
energetic adherence to thrn~e measures so ·wisely laid clown by h is worthy and 
excel1 ent predecessor; and fr om the people, the <.:aim and temperate endurance 
of those privations absolutely necessary to be tolerated, under the afflicting· 
circumstances in which they h ,lV<-! been placed, circumstances which no h11man 
wisdom could avert, but which may gradually be subdued by the en er gy of 

- Government, and the acquiescence of ai! ranks in the measures , how ever pai.nful , 
yet absolutely necessary, to be adopted to that effect. · 

By command of his Exeellen cy, 

Pa,lace, Valletta, 5 o'ctoher 1813. 
(si_gned) F. La'ing, 

Chirf Secret·ary to Government . 
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