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FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

Subverting Il-King

FR CHARLO
CAMILLERI

Today'’s readings: Genesis 27-9; 3:1-7; Psalms 513
4,56,1213, 17; Romans 5:12-19; Matt ¢:1-11.

In King, Warrior, Magician, Lover: Rediscover-
ing the Archetypes of the Mature Mascu-
line (1991), Robert Moore and Douglas Gillette
employ Jungian psychology on the shadow, the
animus/anima, the personaand the self toex-
plore the four male archetypes of king, war-
rior, priest/magician, and lover to help men
and women deepen their appreciation of the
mature masculine psyche.

Each male archetype has two bipolar dys-
functional shadows splitting the self. A ma-
ture and well integrated man reconeiles and
harmonises the shadows, aiming at attaining
the healthy expression of the archetype, pro-

gressing from boy psychology to man psych ol
ogy. The mature king archetype is the crown
of all others, integrating harmoniously the
lover, the warrior and the priest/magician.
The king is centred, lives with integrity, pro-
tective, brings order, empowers others cre-
atively and is a blessing to them, leaving
behind alegacy. The immature King is either
a tyrant or a weakling. Ultimately these

archetypes, which have their feminine coun-
terparts, help us to consciously own the pro-
cess of maturity towards our true sell.

This interesting book will be better appreci-
ated if taken in the “masculine mystigue” con-
text of the 1990s, which saw the emergence of
critical studies regarding the notion of a “crisis
of masculinity”, a theory that developedin the
1960s, leading to the cmergence of various
men's movements, as well as the appreciation
of alternative masculinities in opposition to
conventional masculinity. As recent as 2022,
debate has been ongoing on the notion of toxic
masculinity inrelation to gender norms, hege-
monic masculinity and health issues in men.

Loeally, the series of recent tragedies are

alarming pointers to a rise in toxic masculin-
ityharming men, women, the young and soci-
ety on all levels, starting from subcultural
usage of adulatory terms like Il-King, to polit-
ical immaturity, domestic violence, substance
abuse, a sense of grandiosity, hate speech,
femicide, and a widespread variety of harmful
actions and speech.

Today's gospel for the first Sunday of Lent
presents to us Jesus in the desert. Having re-
ceived baptism and proclaimed as “the
beloved son”, he is led by the Spirit to he
tempted and to face the devil. We all know the
details of the temptation narrative of the bat-
tle between the devil and Jesus.

Here, the four male archetypes arc pre-
sent. Jesus enters the desert as the lover

who battles with the devil as non-violent
warrior, remaining rooted in God as a

priest/magician who shuns magic and re-
fuses to act in some warlock fashion. Finally
he emerges from the inner battle in the
desert as King: “the devil left him and, be-
hold, angels came and ministered to him™.
The narrative points to the perils of manip-
ulation, self-centredness, and the eagerness
to dominatc others by presenting to us Jesus
being led 1o 1est through a sort of initiation
ritual, emerging as a fully mature individu-
ated man, in Jungian terms, as a true king;
the one through whom, as the Letter to the
Romans tells us, “acquittal and life came to

all”. The same letter points out that through |
“the transgression of the one, death came to |

reign”, as indeed, our wrong selfish individ-
ual actions and choices have a negative collec-
tive impact that prove to be harmful to
society and the world at large.

We are reminded today that the temptation
“t0 be like gods™, to take the easy way out in our
pursuit of success, and totake personal advan-
tage over others, is cver present, onlyto endup
like our progenitors “sewing fig leaves to-
gether to make laincloths for ourselves”, at-
tempting in vain to cover our nakedness.

Perhaps it will do us all good to give up

our superficial and childish “giving up |
sweets” Lenten approach, to really listenin

stead to that inner divine child pointing out
that the king we pretend to be is naked,
prompting in us the desire for radical
change for the good of all.
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: = should examine why this is hap-

. pening. One important reason is

the communitarian dimension
of the faith which is tangible in
the spiritual movements and

often lacking in parishes.
In the past, villages were small.

FR ALFRED
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Everybody knew everybody else,
and village life was communitar-

Parish churches are emptying.

ian. For them, attending church

The communitarian dimension of the faith, wﬁléh is tanglble
in spiritual movements, and often lacklng In parishes.
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this direction. He is giving a

Mpmplemmmfw cervicewas autonmticallyacom-  munitarian experience. If the strong messape and example of
church services. Many priestsare  munitarian experience. parisheswanttoatiract thesepeo-  this through the Synod on Syn-
wzmgﬁme Then villages started to grow  ple they need to make parish life  odality for which he has involved
ahandoning the Church. The with people coming from out- communitarian, aplacewherelay  all the Christians of the world.

rapid increase of secularism and
the little importance society gives
to faith are there forall to see.
Meanwhile, religious move-
ments that sprouted from the
Vatican I experience continue to
attract lay people, often ‘stealing’
from traditional lay associations
and from the parishes.
Some priests serving
parishes are looking with envy at
this phenomenon. They wonder
why religious faithful do not
seem interested in parish life and
prefer other spiritual groups. In-
deed, Wis dualism is unhealthy
but, rather than cumplain, one

side. Most of these neither mix
nor are interested in village life.
This is giving rise to anonymity
and to individualism. For those
who freguent their new parish
for church services, the commu-
nitarian dimension is lost. They
simply go for the service.
Those who desire to live their
in Christian life more intensely feel
the need to live it in a community.
Faith is not just a church service;
it is a relationship with Christ as
Saviour, Nor is it just a relation-
ship between me and God; itis a
relationship between us and God.
The parish offers a service; most

personscan share their faith with
other believers, become an apos-
tolic community and be partici-
pants rather than mere receivers.
Priests serving in parishes
need to strive for this to happen.
Lay persons have tobe treated as
fully fledged members of the
Church., They need to find
enough room where they feel lis-
tened to, where their suggestions
are taken seriously. They haveto
feel they are working with the
priest, not for him. This already
happens in some parishes and it
is proving very fruitful. Pope
Frangis is taking the Church in

1t doesnt mean that aff that is
proposed will be accepted; but it
is gaing to be listened to and ex-
amined carefully with the convic-
tion that the Holy Spirit inspires
everyone, not just the hierarchy.

Members of spiritual maove-
ments should also involve them-
selves in the life of their parishes.
They should become apostolic
and use their enhanced faith ex-
perienceto help other Christians
go beyond attending services. If
they isolate themselves from the

rest of the community they won't
be really growing. The effort has
to come from both ends.

QUOTESENEWS

Popeon
evangelisation

During the general audience
onFebruary 15, Pope Francis
continued his catechesis on
evangelisation: ~ “Before
sending the disciples on mis-
sion, Christ, the Gaspel says,
*calls them to himself’. The
proclamation is bomn from
the encounter with the Lord;
every Christian activity, es-
pecially the mission, begins
frem there. Not from what is
leamnt in an academy. No, it
begins from the encounter
with the Lord. ...So only the
person who remains with
him can bring the Gospel of
Jesus. Someone who does
not remain with him cannot
bear the Gospel. He will bring
ideas, but not the Gospel”

Renew ethics of
common good

Archbishop Gabriele Cacria,
the Vatican's Permanent 0b-
server to the UN, addressed
a UN session on work held
between February 6 and 15:
“Renewed ethics of the
commen good and respect
for the inherent and tran-
scendent dionity of every
human person are necessary
to reshape labour markets in
a2 way that promotes both
ecenomic growth and inte-
gral human development
The recognition that the
human person is the mea-
sure of the dignity of work
should form the basis for
policymaking capable of bath
tackling the structural in-
equalities of today's global
economy and restoring the
authentic meaning of work.”

On synodality

In a homily during the Euro-
pean assembly of the Synod
on Synodality, Synod secre-
tary-general Cardinal Mario

' Grech prayed that “our en-

deavour does not become an
exercise in exclusive distine-
tion, between those who are
‘in and those who are out”,
He also spoke against a ten-
dency to “blur the distinction
between what is within the
Catholic tradition and what
is outside”. While saying
that “the Synod is not there
to destroy distinctions, to
destroy the Catholic iden-
tity”, he objected to “anop-
posite  and  equally
problematic way of reading
the Syned as a way to “elim-
inate all distinctions”.

(Compiled by Fr Joe Borg)
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