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(A) Report on the Unesoo expe•rt 's stq 1n Malta 

I went to Malta on 22 October 1961 and was met at the Valletta airport by 
Professor Zallnit, Director-Gt.--neral of t-he Antiquities and Fine Arts Depe.rtment of 
the Ministry of Education of th~~ stat'" of Malta. 

On 23 October, I began consultaticns with the ot'fioials of the Antiquities 
Department with a view to defining the exact p.1rpos.-a of my mission. On the bas:l.s 
of the general programme drawn up in advance by the1 local authorities, it was decided 
that my task would be to study a preliminary plan tor the transfer of the National 
Archaeological follseum from its pNsent bUilding (111Auberge de PrOVenoe") to the new 
bu1ldiil8 assigned to It ("Auber[JfJ d 1Italie"). 

JAiring the next few days, aooompe.nied by Pr.'Ofessor F. S. Mallia and Professor 
Zamnit, I carried out a number of investigations with a view to obtaining the neces
sary informatiori for the study of the various problems pertaining to 11fY mission. 
These included: 

(1) 

(2) 

(}) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

visits to the Museum 1n its present.; bui.lding; 

visits to all the other State 1a1seums; 

visits to a11· the archaeological sites; 

inspeotioo of the Museum's existing equipment; 

1nspect1oo of the new building assigned to the r.usewn, and ooaiplet:l.on 
of the graphic surveys of this new building; 

stu~ and detenninatiori of the general oh..."'Cnological and topograpucal 
arrangement of the M.lseum; 

study and dE1termination of th• equipment to be provided for the new 
building; 

~ 
preliminary study of the work to be done 1n order to adapt tne "Auberge 
d 1Italle" to its future uses; 

a rough prelimina.cy study of the laycut of the l'oklsewn in the new building. 

After I had completed these 1nvestigation.E1 1n fUll agreement with the local 
authorities, the programme of aotiv.j.ties for IDY stay 1n Malta wao drawn up. The 
Under·Seci>etary for Cultural Affairs ''ot: the Ministry of F.duoatioo asked me to include 
1n my r-eport to Unesoo a sufficiently detailed plan for the execution of the project. 

I stayed 1n Malt,a nine days and during th:ls time, as indicated by my general 
report and plan, I me1de a comprehensive and exhaustive study or Malta 1 s general 
and special 1111seogra1ntoal problems (of which ·r alreaey had aome acquaintance) and, 
in the light of this study, drew up the progre.:111224! for the first and undoubtedly most 
urgent phase of the uork, covering the aroh<:\eologioal section. The n~t phase will 
deal with the hietort of art section and will entail the reoz·ganization ·of the picture
gallery, which will 1::ontinue to be hwsed in the "Auberge de Prov.en~". 
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(B) Present situation of the ftllaeum 

The Archaeological l'tl.lseum ot Valletta in 1ts present for11 is so small that, 
despite the care and clarity with which its oolieotic:,.1& are org:anized and presented 
it resP.mblt'!s not so 1111ch a nuseum as an antiq1..1e shop whioll has no possibility of ex.
pan.ding and which completely lacks equipment needed f~r the fulf:.Ument ot its ~rpose, 
It is c.lear frOll the atta.med plan ot_ the Museum's prf:?nent buildJ.:r1g, th.at 1 t w.,ul~ 
be quite impossible to hause in it all the archaeological finds which have been ac
qu:lred by the Antiquities Department (a. list of these is attached.~ and wh!.ili are at 
present kept in various temporary storehouses, let alone all the other material 
whim is gradual!y being discovered n.s the result of various excavatJ.cna or ttl".!.ch 
will be brought to light by future excavaticns. 

At present as shown br the attached plan (~le l) , the space avai lab.le for 
the archaeological e.xhib:ltions is barely 34o. 65~, aLnd the layout of the premises 
is such as to make it impossible to organi3e a logi<ial. itinerary. so that visitors 
will see the exhibits in chronological order. Furthermore - and this is even more 
serious - there is not sufficient room for all the raaterial whi(".h is to be kept in 
store-rooms, let alone for the material for the exhlbitiona resel."''Ved for speo1a11sts 

:tn addition to this, the Archaeological litlsewa at present lacks almost all the 
technical, scientific and cultural equipnent whi5h a modem llllseur.a needs if' it is 
to fulfil its social fwlction adequately. The store-rooms a.re housed in wusu1tab1e 
pr-emises, so that the;y cannot be properl.1' organized.; the restoration laboratories 
are relegated to makeshift premises not easily acce·ssible from the other sections 
of the museum; other facilities which are lacking include a room for lectures and 
the showing of films and slides, a specialized libr'al'Y, a room for permanent ex
hibi tions, a department for preparing travelling exhibitions for schools, roOftls for 
the developing and printing of photographs and for drawing, and all other equipnent 
necessary for the independent administration of· th~~ Museum. 

In these circumstances, the competent authorities considered it necessary 
that the National ArohaeoJ.ogical f.\lsewn of Vallett.a .should be completely reorganized 
on a satistaotory ba1ds and they decided to use for this purpose a huge building 
in the town, the nA\.}berge c.t'Italie", which at present houses the Court of Justice. 
This decision will make it possible not only to solve the problems of the Arohaeo
logioal f!Useum in aooordanotl with rigorous scientific standards correspunding to 
the importance of its present and f'Uture collecticns, but also to place the whole 
of the "Auberge de Provence", where the Museum is n~ housed, at tlle disposal of 
the Pinacoteca Nazionale (National Picture Gallery) ~l}. 'l'he me1-e a\'la1lab111ty of 
a building large enough tQ metlt the l'l.lsewn 1 s requj.rements obviously does not mean 
t.hat the problfim has been solved; for, in add1t1c>n to providing preA'1ses f'or the 
exhibitioos and. administrative services, it will also be necessary to llnSUre the 
training of a staff of technicians and specialist:s who will be responsible for or
,ga.nizing +,he Museum's 'Services and capable of breathing new 11.t'e into the Museum 
so that it will play an active part in the social and cultural life of the country. 
The proposed reorganizat1oo of' the Museum, shown in the attached plan tbtu-ef ore 
gives a clear 1nd1oat1on ot the size and qual1f1oat1ons <>f the technical and scien
tific staff whioh will be required. 

( l) The Pinaooteca cannot be reorganized until 1~he premises at present being 
used bi the Archaeologioal l>llseum as display rooms and administrative uff1ces 
have been vacated. 
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(C) Description of the palace, "Auberge d 1Italie" 

Although it is otten ditticult to ~pt a.1 ancient palace to the special re
quiremen·ts of a modern llllseum, seeing that it was designed for completely different 
i:urposes, this is not true of the "Auberge d 1Italle" owing to the fact that it ls 
e:rtremely spacious. There ls no doubt that the total cubic space of the building 
would be vastly more useful it' it coold be 1iiff'erently arranged, but, as shcwtl by 
the attached plan, it can be adapted 1n such a way that the 1'\lseurn 1 s collections 
would be able to be displayed, and its functional requirements met, quit-3 sat!~ .•: 
factorily. 

The "Auberge d 1Ita.11e" is a quadrangular building with a large central court
yard. There are four wings. nie· most ancient, on the Via dei Mercant1, has three 
storeys and a basement; each of the other winl~s has three storeys, of which . 
only two are suitable for use by the fv\J.sewn; there is also a semi-basement under 
a i:art of eac.h of these wings. Except for minol .. structural changes, the arch! tectural 
plan of the building cannot be altered, particularly in the case of the inain wing, 
which dates from the s!xteenth century, and this combined with the excessive height 
of the rooms - from six to eight metres - makes the wilding difficult to adapt for 
use as a IJ'RJ.Seum. A~1 regards the distribution of the actual floor space, the attachea. 
plan shows that, with certain concessions and a good deal ot ingenuity, it will 
be possible to organize a logical itinerary for visitors and suitably house the 
administrative services and various other services 1nd.1.spensable to a 111.1.seum. To 
offset the enormous height of the rooms, which might overwhelm the exhibits, which 
are of relatively small dimensions, and divert attenticn from them, it is proposed 
to split up the space (in the e.xhibition rooms only) by building new rooms aft it 
were "inside" the existing ones. The plans indicate certain showcases grouped 
L""l such a WB.7 as t1J form "inside rooms" each dealing with a particular theme. 

Th:1.s arrangement, whereby the space is divided up by the grouping of the show
cases, ~rill make it possible ?Jot only to ensure a proper balance between the ex
hibits and the size of the rooms, but also to group together or isolate the archaeo
logical exhibits in accordance with the scientific character of the ft\lseum. 

Moreover, this arrangement does not preclude, but even strengthens, the possi
bility of titting up whenever necessary, suspended galleries 1n various rooms as 
a means of increas the available space for exhibitions. No indication of this 
is given 1n the p an, as t e ava. le space s, for e IDCllllet1t, quite adequate; 
but, later on, thl:inks to the size and height of the building and the propo:sed. height 
of the "groups of showcases", there will be no difficulty, either as regards quan
tity or quality, in selecting the supe.t•struotures capable of increasing th1e usable 
area inside the building. ( 

(D) Features of the plan 

'Ille transfer of the Archaeological ftllseum ot Malta to ti.nother build.1rlig is w:1 

operation which not only entails the adoption of model'n displq methods but also -
which is even more important - raises the whole question of the or1t.er1a which should 
govern the organizatioo and functioning of the Museum. The transfer of the coll•ections 
to a bujlding offering DUch greater facilities, particularly as regards SJ:>aoe, than 
the present one, should provide those responsible with an excellent opPor1•unity 
for setting up an institution able to carry rut efficiently its cultural imd social 
tasks and oonsti tute an attraction for twrists. 
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To meet these basio requirements, a plan for the a.daptiCll ot the mM building 
has beai prepared; its aim is to obtain from the building the best possible 
"output" compatible with its structural and architectural 11mitations, :so that 
the fttlseum ttill be su1t'1lly equipped and able to: 

(1) provide adequate f'actlitiea for the display and preservation <)f the 
collect1cms; 

(2) stinulate the visitor's interest in the l\tlsewn and its collectioos; 

(3) help visitors to understand the value and significance of the exhibits; 

(4) organize teaching and cultural activities. 

As regards the cUsplay of the collections, the first step was to work out, 
in collaboration with the !'tbseum's scientific staff, a general scheme for the 
chronological arrange1mmt of the collections, from the pre-historic period to the 
Middle !~js; at the same time, the place where each object was fOWld will be in
dicated.\ • 

In accordance with the said scheme, the various groups of showcasef1 (see pre
ceding section) were the11 installed 1n the spaces assigned to them, thus fixing 
the visitor's itinerary {see Table 5). 

As regards the equipment required for the preservation of material not on 
p.iblic display, the plan provides tor: 

(1) suitable store-rooms (temporary and permanent) for archaeological f1nds; 

(2) workshors with equipnent for at least the most coumon operat1c11s for the 
restoration of clay and stone objects; 

(3) rooms for the developir.g and prir1ting of photogra~ and for drawing, 
destined. for the preparation of the surveys of archaeological sites and 
finds; ~se surveys should always accompany the latter, whether they 
be kept 1il the store-rooms or put an display, (See Tables 3 and 4). 

With regard to the devices for stimulating the visitor's inte?""dst in the 
Museum and its oollectims, it is proposed. to organi'le: 

{l) an introductory section deoigned to prer.ere visitors by giving tJ1em 
information oonceming wha1• the1 are about to see as well as oanceming 
the geograP'l!cal, histor101!l, social, political, religious and economic 
aspects of the ancient civilizations which produced the exhibits on 
d1splay(2). (This introductory section, conta:\.ning captions, charts, 

(l) This arrangement, based on ohrm1ology .rather than on topography, was adopted 
because in the case of the Maltese Islands, the question of topogro.phioal lo
cation is of secondary importance, As there nre no cultural differences between 
the various purts of the islands, the islands us a 1,o1hole are regarded, from the 
archaeological standpoint, as constituting a single topographical unit. 

(2) Only in this way, and by developing this section to the maxillll.m, will it be 
possible to stinulate the vi~i tor 1 s interest. 1U1d ~void g1. ving the false i!Tt"' 
pression that the Museum is an institution designed for specialists only or, 
worse still, a plaoe containing only ·'1fo:t-ks of art, which in fact - eepeoially 
in an archaeological nuseum - are few and far between. 
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photograph.a, tull•sized. and small-scale models, is arrangod ohronologically, 
in accorda·.1ce with the general aoheme, and corresponds to the sequence 
of the exJ.rl.b1t1on rooms,) In this W81', visitors will be encouraged to 
link up the inf'ormatioo contained in the introductory 8e(!t1on with the 
explanatory notes attached to the exh.ibi ts on dlspLi7 (see Table 3). 

A section for lectures and the showin~ of films and slidee, designed 
for all sections ot the 111blic - tor highly qualified scientists and 
scholars as well as for the comnm people. 

A section tor temporary exhibitiCl'lD to be organized not only on special 
occasions but as pa.rt of a pennanent programne of "informative lectures" 
oo. the various subjects to which the Museum's exhibits relate (see Table 3). 

As regards the equipment necessary for explaining t.he .significance of the 
exhibits, it is proposed that, 1n addition to the measures outlined in the foregoing 
para.graph, a large amount of the space assigned to each group of exhibits sh~ld 
be reserved for the purpose of supplying all the requisite information about them: 
the pl.ace where they were found, the uses for which they were intended, the rela
tion between them and objects found in other places and belonging to the same his
torical period, their technical. and morrhological developnent, etc. (all this will 
lend to make them "living" objects for the visitor, who will thus understand their 
true significance instead of viewing them as mere objects). 

The spec:tal museum for students and scholars is arranged 111 the same general 
chronological order in the form of a "second devices" 1111seum. Thus, although it is 
intended mainly for a "special public", ·there is nothing to prevent anyone desirous 
of obtaining a greater knowledge of a particular subject from visiting this specia
lized part of the Museum. (see Table 5). 

As to the bibliogra)Xlical services, they will be housed 1n the new premises 
which w:J.11 become available when the third storey of the wing on the Via dei Mercanti, 
which is over 8 metres in height, is split into two. These premises will be com
pletely 1..'ldependent of the Museum, though cormected with the administrative offices, 
and their technical and functional equiIXUent (lighting by means of large skylights, 
sound-proofing, and so m) will be such as to constitute a bibliograpucal section 
capable of doing more than simply cater for the limited, specialized requirements 
of the r.t.tseurn. (see Table 7) . 

In addition to the above-mentioned general criteria, relating to the re
organization o.f the Archaeological Museum of Malta, certain special cr1 teria per
taining to the l'\lseum's "oentre.lizing" :f'unctioo. Mei, consequently, to 1ts"arrange
ment" rust be observed. By "centralizing" t\mct'ion we mean that it is desirable 
that the National ~s~ of Valletta should contain all the archaeological collections 
discovered in MaltallJ, .for owing to the fact that Malta is small in size and, as 
already remarked, constitutes, from the arohaeologicall.y standpoint, a single topo
graphical unit, it would be illogical if the collections were ~oattered among the 
various local wseums, and there would be serious gaps 1n the scientit'ic arrangement 
of the National Museum's Collections. In this connexion, it is use:t'ul to say a 
few words about the ~sewn 1 s f'unction as an attraction for tourists, referred to 
at the beginning of this "report". 

(1) With the sole exception of the Island of Go:o, which constitutes another centre 
with a fairly autonomous culture and which aJ.though requiring a Dllseuna of its 
own, should figure 1n the introduot01"7 section of the Valletta 1'tlsewn. 
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It is considered that the fitlseum 1 s centralizing fwictioo will in no way red'uce 
the number ot tourists visiting Malta's archaeological sites, but that on the con
trary, thanks pe.rtioularly to its introductory section, giving the locatLn or theae 
sites, together with all the requisite information about them, the Musewr. tt111 be
come, as it were, a valuable centre ot information on the antiquities of the entire 
island, and so encourage and help people to go and see them for themselves, 

The adaptation of the "Auberge d 1Italie" for use as an archaeological 11l.lseum 
will certainly entail extensive work, owing to the nature of the building a.a well as 
to its present fWloticn (Court of Justice). This work may be divided into three 
categories: firstly, rearrangement (as far as possible) of the available spa.ce; 
secondly, improvement of the general facilities for visitors, and, thirdly, the 
fitting-out of the f'.bseum. 

It will, obviously, not be possible to define the three types of operations 
until the final plan has been established and is ready for execution. Only then, 
will it be possible to fix the budgetary estimates (individual and global) and draw 
up a time-table of work. 

All that can be done for the moment is to make a rough est!mat~, based on the 
cost of previous similar operations, at the rate of 50-6o thousand lire per square 
metre which - for a total 1lsable area of 5,000 square metres - would give a total 
expenditure of 250-300 million lire. 

This estimate does not include the cost of any materials or manufactured articles 
which may have to be imported. 

October-November 1967 

Professor Franco Minissi, Architect, 
Unesoo expert, 
Author of the Plan 

(E) General scheme of the chronological and topographical arrangement of the Museum 

Period EPOCH Main localities 

GHAR DAT.AM Ghar Dalam - Mgarr - Skorba - Santa Verna (Gozo} 

Neolithic GREY SKORBA Skorba - Santa Verna (Gozo) 

RED SKORBA Skorba 

ZFmJG Ta 'Trapna (Zebbug) - Mgarr - unknown origin -
Santa Verna (Gozo) 

MOARR Mgarr - Kordin 

-
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-

~~ 111111.in locailties 

ppe Ae GGAN'l'I.lA Ggantija (Goso) - Kordill - Mg.arr - Skorba ·-
Xemxija -~ - aigibba - fiblJdra - Tanien 
Hagar Q1a - Bal G1.mr1 - '!'al Qed1 - Aagbra (Gose) 
Santa Vema ( Goso) • 

SAPI.llJ(I Sat lieni H,ypogeua - Mgarr - Tani en - Mna.jd:ra -
Santa Verna ( Goso). 

TARlCIEN Tarxien - Skorba - Mnaj<lra - Xrobb 1l-Ghag1n -
Borg in-Nadur - CcmceuJoni - Magfitab - Mga.rr -
Ggantija {Go:o) - Santa \fe·ma (Go:z:o) -, Borg ll-
Mramua ( Gozo) • 

TARXIEN CEMETERY Tarxien - Sltort:>a - Tal-MeJtin - Kappara - the 
dolmerls ar Malta and CJOSO - Borg 1.n-Nadur -
Victoria ( Go:o} The ft cart~tr.acks" (Malta 

and Gozo}. 

BOP.ti :N-NAZOn BOrg 1n-Nadur - D1ngll Clltt e - 'l'a..-S11g -
Nutta.ra (Gozo) 

~ 

BAHHLTA BahriJa - Borg 1.n-Nadllr - Taa Si.lg 

-
Ph.oeni cialn- Frc::a a.bcut 8cc;, BC Ta.s-Silg - Zurrieq - taaos and necropolises -.Punic - to 216 B: 1nsc:r1.pt1ans - suba:Brine finds 

(Malta and Gozo) 

·-I 

From 2l.6 BC to Ramm villa., Ra.bat - Roman hauae, &ilJat - rmmd 
abcut ~ A.D. towEtrs {Ta 'Gawhar, Torri.Jet~ Ta.1.-Bu)rkari, Ta 1C1i!d 

etc. ) - GbaJn Tu:rfiena - Cacc1atura - San Pawl 
~ 1"11.qi - Taa - 31lg - Rabat-Mdina ( topograi:*J7 
i~ 

etc. at the Heman cit7) - tOlllbs, necropolises 
and llatacaim:i. (Malta alld Goso) - inscriptions -
submLrlne find.a - (Mal.ta and Cio%o) - Villa af 
Ram.la. (Goza) - Victoria and Gnm Castello (Gozo) 
N7mP'laeum ~ Ras 1l-WardJ1Ja ~Goza). 

,. 

~..aiit1r.e ETtia abwt liG<l A.D. Ta.a-S1lg - catacombs (a.a at AbbatiJa ~::leJr)-
tiJ 870 A.D. su.bml.r1ne !1.nds J 
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(F) List ot archaeological material• which have al~ bee ~reel b7 the 
Department of Ar1t1qu1t1ea and whiCh are to be iiiOded lii~....,.t• 
ex1st1Il§ collections 

" 
l. 

Looalit7 Place ot Origin Epoch 

-
' riabat Ranan Villa ( exoavationa Punio ·- bJ' the Italian m1ea1on) ' Roman 

_..antine 
Areb 
Mediaeval 

San Pawl Mil.9i1 Village of lbr "'1rrad Punic 
(temporar;v storehouse) Raaan 

Rabat Roman house, SaqqaJa Raman 
(l'tlaeum atorehouae) 

Mi soellaueous Collections tram the ObJecta tram Punic graves - Vilhena. Palace (Mdina) ObJeata trom Roman craves 

,C)korba J'Alaeum storehouses Neolithic 
Copper ap 

Miscellaneous :: ftllseum storehouaea Objects tram PUnio graves 
ObJeota from Roman gravea 

- -
Mi soell:uu::vo.a Museum atorehouaea Roman 11Ul:Darine archaeo--- I logical tinda. 

I 
~ 
(0) Preliminary, report ti.,., the reorganization of the oollaot1ona and ot the 

aux.1.l1arf eervioes 

P.t•eaent s1tu.at1oo --·-·----
(I) _!iat1onal ~sewn, Arohae~>,!2§1caJ. Seotioo, Vall.~ 

(a) three roome oonta1n1~ material dating trom the preh1ator1a perie>Q, tram 
the Ohu Dal.am epooh to the Bo1'1T. ln-Nadur - Bahr:lJa epooha. 

a room containing ~ var1et7 ot deoorated architeo~onio elelDellta, ori&inal 
models and reoonetruotic:ma or temples, and other llt«Xl• obJeotaJ 
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(o) a room oClltainina UM altare and the lower part ot the atant statue 
trom the Tarxien temple•; 

(d) two rooms containing pottery and other material troaa Phoenician, Punio 
end Roman tombs, inacriptiona and twc sarooopha.gi; 

(e) oorridor with a dieplq ot 11odel• of various types ot tomb• and a &lltall 
eeleotion of Arab ~ mediaeval potte17; 

(f) oorrido:r tor "new t1nda"J at preeent, atbmarine find• are displayed 
there. 

(II) Roman Villa and "4.lseum ot Roman Antiquities, Rabat 

(a) a roam oOllta1n1ng .a diapl.ay ot varioua obJeota belonging to the Pun1o
Roman-B,yzant1ne period; potteey from tombs and excavation aitea; glaaa 
obJeotaJ eoulptureJ aroh.1.teotoaio element1u 1nsor1ptiona (all trom 
different part a or Malta); 

(b) the peristyle and ita paaaage-wq, and two rooms from the Roman Villa 
with the original mosaics "in situ", together with obJeota round on the 
epot, displayed along the walls ot the modem protective struoture; 
there are also two ahowoaaea of objects from the Roman Tower at Ta'Oawar 
and the Punic-Roman ai te at Raa ir-Raheb. 

(III)t-llaeum of Gozo, Oran Castello, Victoria 

GrO\ind floor 

(a) a room oOlltaining two insortptiona, a mortar, and ol1v1.r-prees and other 
obJeota dating from the Roman period. 

First floor 

(b) 

(o) 

(d) 

a room oontainin& material trom prehistorio aitea, Pu.n1o and Roman tombs, 
alao Roman pottery from Victoria and elaewhere, and ,)t>Jeota from the 
Roman Villa at Ramla, 

a room oontainin& IDf;l.terial found 1n the Roman ruins at Xlendi; 

en exhibition room coritainin,g Carthaginian and Roaaan coina, pottery and 
a funeral atele (Arab period). 

Sborto~a of the present situation 

Prehietorio period 

In both Malta and Gozo, the amount of prehistoric mat£.~"ial on publto display 
is 111.!oh leas than it could be if uee were made ot all the oolleotiona available 
in the t.\lsewn Department. Making a conservative estimate, it MY be aaid 
tbat the amount of material displayed. oould be 1noreued by r1tt1 per oent and 
1 t3 atandard oon111derably improved b7 d.raw1n& on the material whioh IM.Utt still 
l'f:tlll.ain in the etore-houeea Olifin& to the laok of apace. Moreover, tor the ISAIDEI 
reaaon, the exhibits are not accompanied by sufficient ex.planato17 dooumentatioo 
auoh aa diaarama, drawina• and ~otograP'la, tllougb theae are now obvioual.1' an 
essential part or the equipnent ot evecy lllodfJm lll.llewn. 
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Pboenioian-Punic period 

The Phoenio1an-~o material 1a displa,yed partly in the National ~aeu11 
of Valletta and partly in the Roman Antiquities flllaeum ot Rabat, the latter 
occupying <Xl1Y the entrance room of the Roman Villa. Thia illogical 
arrangement is a oansequence of the events ot the Second World War and of the 
years illlDediately following it, when the archaeological oolleotiona were dis
persed ~ the buildin&, the "Auberge d'Italie" (Valletta) in which they had 
been housed in al.most ideal cond1tiona waa put to other usea. In accordance 
with modem museographioal methoda, these two oolleotiona of obJeote relating 
to the same period should be united as soon a• Possible. Ciloe this ha.a been 
done, the7 will require twioe as Ila.lob space aa they now occupy in order to 
be diaplqed to their beat advantage. 

Romno-B,ysantine period 

The ·roregoing remark• conoeming the exh.1.bita ot the Pboenioian-Punio period 
also apply to the collections of the National til.lseua and. or the Roman Antiqui tie, 
Museum, whiob though not identical, cover the same field, each giving no more 
than an inooaiplete picture of the period in questioo. However, thia case 
di ff era from the preceding one 1n that it would be Possible - 1ndt3ed essential -
to add a certain amount of relevant 11ater1al to the Roauno-Byzant1ne collections 
if they were Wlited 1n the 8&1118 building. 

'Ibe new sites at Taa-Silg and San Pawl Milqi are also extremely imPortant 
with regard to the Phoenioian-Punio and the Romano-Byzantine period.a. Accord
ing to modem 111.lseographioal standards, the finds from each of these sites 
should normally be exhibited on the spot in a suitable building but. Wldar 
present oond1tions, the most that oan be hoped for is that sufficient space 
will be made available for the displS¥ of a comprehensive selection of the 
most important material within the framework of a general exhibition of olas
sioal antiquities - Phoenician, Punic, Roman and .Byzantine. 

Arab and mediaeval periods 

Remains from these periods are not very numerous, but they hav·e a special 
signifioanoe which oould be better illustrated if the number of exhibits 
were increased and presented in aooordanoe with modem llllseographioal methods. 

CO~CUJSIONS AND RECOMME.?n'.>ATIONS 

Without going here more deeply into the problems outlined above, it is qui~e 
ol&ar that the National t<llseum and the Gozo Museum not cllly fail to give a suf
ficiently complete picture of the na.tional arohaeolog1oal heritage but hav~ 
reached a staga at which no fUrther improvement of any kind is possible. 
The main problem, in both oases, is laok of spaoe; once this is solved, all 
the other obstacles in the way of their normal development will disappear 
almost aut01Mtioelly. In the oase of the Goao MusewA, the problem has always 
been that the whole of' the existing bUilding needs to be reserved for the 
displa;;· of tha arohaeologioal oolleotion. It is to be hoped that, ·when the 
historical oolleoUons are transferred from the "Casa Boodi" to the new Museum 
of History, Art an(\ Folk-customs (as proposed Wlder the second five-year 
development plan), the neoeasary additional space will beoonae available. 
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The most loe;ioal and rational. solution to the more general problem 
confronting Malta, would be to hand 'baok the "Auberge d'ltalie" to the Museum 
Department. In the latter's spacious. well-planned premises, there •~ld be 
ample room to enable all the archaeologioal colleot1ons (prehistoric, Phoc.:.nic1an
Pun1o, Romano-Byzantine, Arab and 1184ilaevel) to be diaplqed 1n suitable oon
ditiona after their rearrangement an the lines suggested above and, at the same 
tille, there would remain Slffioient :space for the variO\ls essential services 
(e.g. special exhibitions for scholairs, lecture-rooms, taoilities tor schools, 
arch1vea 1 a restoration and preserva1~ion woz-ksbop, a ~tographio laboratory 
and an office for the Inspectorate o.1~ Mcmulents), all of which are still lacking . • 

Protessor Francesco Saverio Mallia 

12 December 1966. 
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