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TOURISM IN MALTA 

Independence, modest jndust.r:Lall.zatiorl"and tourism came~;tD 

Mal.ta. in the mid 1S'6os. Govemment measures tD sthmilate tollrism 
were successf'ul. and arrival.s between 1960 and 1975 ·res~ f:rcm!. 
20,000 to 334,ooo. There is ~'..so a. colony 0£ some JCX>O penunent 

tourists or "sett1.ers11 who have 'tucerted considerabl.8 social and 

cul. tural. infJ.uence. Tourism has grea~ increased foreign 

exchange e~gs and employment. 

Housing projects £or settJ.ers sparked 0££ a propertj' boom 

that created a severe housing short.age, causing.social tensions. 
Generally, however,, there has been littJ.e friction between host mn 
tourist. There is some evidence tba t tourism has generated loCal. 

pride in things Ma1tese1 and so helped develop national seli'

coni'id.ence. 

Decisions a.:f'£ecting the tourist industry are made by the 

central government which,, because 0£ its power, can disregard 

public opillion. On the other hand, its measures have helped to 

achieve its 1979 develoJ111ent plan targets by 1975. 

The interaction between host and tourist is structured by 

their mutual view 0£ Malta as a seaside resort with some interest

ing historical-'"sit~s. This leads to a nlirdmal mutual exchange of 
./ ;: 

infonnati.on about customs, social and political attitudes. It has 
·, 

al.so led to stereotyping and mild exploita:ti.on, for the tourist is 

not seen as a complete person. 

Tourists, and settJ.ers in particu1ar, have had considerable 

impact on local art, theatre,, cra.:f't and music. Generally they. have 

helped the Maltese appreciate, if not discover,, the vernacul.ar. 

Research is urgently needed to help establish the optimum 

level of tourism this densely populated resort can safely absorb. 



TOORISM lN MALTA+ 

The ~ve].opnitmt 0£ ~ inoMal._ta.JDirrors.tJie_.~si-ye. 

growth 0£ the industry in~ Mec:J:iterranean. Arrivals increased 

£rom just ~r ~o~~ -~J-~ro, ~-well ova~ 300,~ J.'.Y 1~75. 
The spectacul.ar growth came especially: a£ter _196$._ -Now after- the 

' ,. .. , . . - - ·~- . . ' . ' .. ' . 

first decade 0£ mass ~' it is .usefa:l-;to take s~~k of the .. ·- ·- . . ·-. . .... . - . -- - . . - .. .. 

way in which ~. inclustr.r has gl'Olm and is_ a£fecting the. lives of 

the peop1e or this small developing island sociev located· between _ 

Europe -~d~rica. 

1. Mal. ta: _ the Background 

Malta is ~sed 0£ three islands, Malta, GoD:> and Camino, 

covering an area of 120 square miles. With a total populatl.on o.t 

just under 318,opo an~ .a population densiV ~t 21000 persons per 

square mile, Mal. ta is one 0£. the•- smal 1 est and most _densely populated 

countries in the world. Malta's history has been greatq influenced 

by its small size and strategic location in the centre o.t the· 

Mediterranean. For cen'blries it was run as an island fortress; 

.t'irst, by the Knights of St. Jolm (1.$32-1798), then by France (1798-

1800) 1 and final Jy by the British, from whom the country received 

its independence in 1964. 
-y---

Mal ta• s experience t;>f self-rule was limited by the obvious 

difficulV of giving self-government to a fortress. For cen'blries 

the islands were ruled by a highly centraliv.ed civil/military 

administratl.on centred in Valletta, Malta's capital.. Foll.Olii.ng 

the First World War, a system of modified self-govermnent was intro

duced. Representatives were elected to a national parliament from 

multi-member constl. 'blencies. This highly central.iv.ad form of 

government continued following independence. There are no mayors 

or tow councils. After a close~ contested election in 19711 the 

lD rld.ng-class based Mal ta Labour Party replaced the Nationalist Party, 

traditionall:y the party of landowners, traders, civil servan~, and 

established professionals. 

+we are particularly grate.tul for help in many ways from May Bezzina1 

Gemma Cachia,Annabel Hill, Hannie Hoekstra,, Joan Killick, Tony Macelli, 

Paul Sant Cassia, Victoria Vi tale and from. Jolm Pollacco and Paul 

Galea of the Malta Govermnent Tourist Board. 
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Mal.ta•s~econOmy £or centnrie:~-w.s~~ed on ~hi:ng~ .-
- . . . 1 L - . . . . -.:. . .. ,. . ~ .. -,.. .. - . " ~ .- .: ~ . --

services ·and' goods ·to · the mili tary"·;Snd-naval garrison8 · o~ 1:t8 

ru1ers. Under.Britain, groW:lng ~rs oi·&J.t.es~:~ aJ.S() -- '. 

employed. in. the garrison;' -·the naval docley'J.rd,,< and :t.he~;·avn- .. _: . ' -... ·· 
service. ·The number of'pro£essioMl.s and: businessmen expaiided-~ 
entrep81; commerce 'flourished £olloW:ing the opAning of-the sue·z ·· 
Canal. in the 19th century~ ·., 

The balance 0£ power in the Mediterranean graduall:i passed. 
from British bamis. By the late 1950s this was r8tlected.::in t.be-~:·_ 

drastic decline of the defenee establisments in Mal ta. · Teams 

0£ advisors f;na1Jy began to make serious attempts to f'1nd ·· 

alternative economic possibili:ties. Foremost ainong these -were 

plans to convert· the overstaffed navil dockyard to a viable 

commercial enterprise. .Attempts were also made to attract 

manufacbl.ring industry, which Britain had systematicaJ.li kept 

away to safeguard its monopoly of local skilled laboUr for· the 

dockyard and the militaey. The· first steps were also undertaken 

to encourage tourism. 

In the late 1960s there was an economic boom sparked off by 

t.~e arrival of new industries and mass tourism. Sin.ca t910, boom 
\\ , -

conditions have been replaced by a slower but still vigorous growth. 

A large number 0£ foreign firms,, attracted by various incentives,, 

established themselves in Malta, increasing domestic exports between 

1964 and 1974 eightfold. During the same period annual imports 

also grew,, but much more slowly. 

Malta was able to capture an important portion of the wave 

0£ tourists which in the 1960s began cascading into the S'llnIIY 

Mediterranean· from -grey industria1 centres in Northam Europe. 

British currency restrictions for non-Sterling areas accelerated 

this influx. Thousands of Bri ti.sh discovered in Ma1ta a Sterli.Dg 

island in the Slh,. The expansion of industry and tOuriSm. raised 

the gross domestic product from £4 7 .4 million in 1964 to more than 

£100 million by 1974. This increase was refiected in a considerable . ' 

rise in the level of prosperity'. During this period, for example;jl 

car ownership :lllcreased from 19,500 to 4.$ 1000,, from one car for every 

eighteen persons to one for every seven·. 
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Not··aii beneii'i~ o.£-ecojioniic prospeJ..:ft.r,_ howe~:r;, were e-v:e~ 
distributed.:: Wage r~te~ ~f-ldu~ -c0~\~~~~ ·~;'-~$a~.· 

• ', ' • • -• • ... :·,·;: ••; T • - :o'•~ -"-£'·::.·_ ' -, '.::-:. :;:_"'_··~:~.<. - ~... \.• • ; . .· ' 

emploJees 1agged far Debind tbo_se in tourism, .building~ manutac:tur-

ing1 creating~~sid.e~~ Q~~~- N~;p~s~~~,~Ptrial.. · 
. . . . · .. ,. .. . . . 

managers; reaJ. estate speculators ,and bljlding contractors begin to 

rival the traditai.Onal. ei:i:te · ~.£ professionals,.'~gber. ci~ se~1'8 
and traders. The_ neW t.extil8 and ~ectroni~ itJd~tries Ill8in:cy" 

hired women, mo generaJJ:Y were more reB.dy .t.ban. ~- ~. accept low·. 

wages and poor working conditions. This increased rel& tive ma1e 
. , 

employment. Perhaps the ·most acute'.cy :f'elt developnent was the 
' - -· -

i3evere housing shortage c:t-eatad by the· expl.odin~ demand :f'or tourist 

accommodation. Une:nip1oyment, care for · socia.J.:cy. handicapped aiid the 

housing shortage together li. th economic independence became the 

issues in the 1971 e1ections. They continued to :t'urnish themes 
. ' .. 

for the Labour Prillle Minister, Dom Mintoffls speeches during the 

1975 e1ection campaign as well. 
2. Gover.mnent and Tourism1 

In 1946, a British financial advisor declared that it was quite 
>\ . u . 2 . 

improbable that Malta could derive much :f'rom tourism • Nonetheless, 

tbs Government Public Relations Office had a Tourist Bureau attached 

to it, and in 1955 the Bureau was made an independent office. 

Between 1955 and 1959, £76_,122 was spent on ~sm. Although 

later economic advisors took a more positive attitude on the subject, 

they -were impressed by such difficulties as distance from .tlle U.K. 

and lack of hotels and entertainment !acilities.3 LittJ.e. was done. 

But in sp:i. te of pessimistic predictions by foreign advisors and: 
innumerable problems, tourist arrivals have grown at a rate of 22 

per cent per armum since 1960. 

JMuch of this section is based on Portelli 1976. 
2woods 1946 
3Balogh and Seers (1955) 
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Tbe Ma1tese themse1ves began to take a series interest iu 
·- . ........ .. ..... "·---.!.;·· .· . '· .:,-;··..;:.•:. '.~· .. ::.. .. ··:.:::/::'- ·_:.:.. · .. ,,.: ... :··· .. :.~.: -·-.--~·· :._ "'' 

tour.isni as soOJi ·a:s it became fairl1" .cl.ear that the island wa8 sooner 
;- .... -- - "':".f .... ~-.- - >._;. ._,.-· -.._·~.·:-~·: ~;:~·:·~·- ... :-.: ...... -::...~ -~---~. ·.·:_~:-- :::_-,; __ .... _ ... ·::.~-~>--_--.,. .,,..•.)::·~.,~.;.,_ ___ : ... -: -

ratMr than later to- b8cCID9 independent. This pro .. ~:t .became ... 

: -~s.tc~f~~ _i-~ -~!ge,ci· ~a~·~~~~ij:--~>j~~-;1~;'.c ~:~d .· .· . 
again- sooner rather than 18.ter, going to re~h Mal.ta as a 

military: bas-S:; . The date· 1ms• 19S8. c ~In:N~v8mber of tilat ~fJ.r, a 
Goviii'limelit To~t ~&&rd·~: ~tatutorfiy estab:ii~iied -~ih. the duty 

. . .' . . . ; -~~: - ;, ' ~ ~~~· ; -~~ ·_·_··-~, -. ·-~ .. _:_;_ ~: .. -.-.'. ~: \.-. - - . ·-- .,_ 

ot devising and executing a prograllll19 of tourist develo~t •.. ·Soon 
attar, still ~--the. ·BrltLsh~ c~ioD:i.ai re~ in 1959, ,a-~t .... 
5-ye~ D~wl~t "pJ.an" ~peared ~.~ch it was~ ~f_ogor:i:caicy. s~ted 

. - . - . :· . : . - . ' .- ~ - '· i ' . - " • . 

that tourism was to be an_ ~~ble part 0£ the geil8Z"8l plan tor 

diversification of the econ~· (in' 1.ieU of dependence on Br:1. t.1.sh 
I • ·- '· l- .-· • 

Services operatl.ons), together with indus_trial. and agricul'Wral 
. . . - . 

developnent Fe>gramines. 

Out of 8n estimatedll32.2 million ca¢.tal.inves1:ment provided 

in the Plan,·~ fM545 ,,ooo was direc~ budget,ed tor , tourism, 

a1though part of the sum allocated tor Industrial. Developnent was 
also available £or hotel ~ding and other tourist resort projects. 

It was planned that 00251000 was to be spent on _advertising in the 

first 1¥> years,, after which it was hoped that private enterprise 

would be doing enough not to nee<! go~rmnent support in this respect. 

The other axpendimre was almost exclusiveq for beach development. 

The Plan was reviewed in 1961. The alloca ti.on £or tourism 

was increased fourfold to fH2.2 m111:l oni l mi 11; on for hotels and 

resort sites respectively and the rest tor advertising and other 
• • •• J 

promotional activities. But, under the colonia1 administration, 

less than one m:J111on was actually spent. Tourism was not be:Ulg 

pushed according to pl.al1. 

In the Second Development Plan for 1964-691 out of a capital 

expenditure or £M38.4 million,, tourism was allocated :£M3.6.3 million 

again distributed on similar lines as in the previous plan. This 

til1le1 however, the money began to be spent. Between 1964 and 1968,, 
17 new grant-aided hotels began business and six other large hotels 

were under construction. Tourist arrivals increased from 37,879 

',' 1~ 1964 to 136,,995 in 1968_. Employment in hotels rose in the same 
'--.k)eriod from 766 to 214 73. 
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·In tlie{Tb:ird Deveiop~t :~J.?.D. f'or .. ~969-74,, ~iii,51019<>0 .WcilS. 
. ._·-- .. -··· - .•.. . ":...· . ...:J; ... ; __ . ~···.·. - .... ~-- -. __ · ...... ' ' 

a1.1ocated to tourism with about ~2 million f'or hotels, ~million. 
f'or resort sit;a~ ~1ia1n.g .a. ~h~ cen~ and ~ re~t f'or. •. . . 

promotional activiiies~ : This plan waS. s~~~d lly--~ Fourt.4 

De~nt Plan 'for i913..80. ~ tbat_··~--~w; tw>-thirdS. of'_ 
- ~ .. - .. . . . 

the ~xpelidi·iure ·f'or the period'h&d been. spent, Snci·.the.f'~urtb.. 
' ' • .: .• • .;• ,., .".. .:_- :1. _' .·' r' .,. ;·'.. . , •· ..._ . 

plan attributed the slowdown to the, 11f'aiilure .. to _diversify SCJUl"Ces 
- -~j • ' - -~ • 

of' origin". Most tourists came £rom Bri tai.n1 bec;~us~ . of' _lack of 
·-:. ··-. ,.,, 

promotional activities e1setmere,,, it was said •. The average_rate 

of' groWth of ~urist ~~s ~tween 1969 am 1973 was 3.a :Per cent 

as compared to 90 per-cent between.·'1964 and. 1968. The 11boom11 or 

the·si.Xties was over. 
i " 

The Fourth Plan ~ow stresded diversification and hotel-

accommodated tDurists. It aiJiied at: (1) an average annual growth 
• ' • • I• • :;: . • 

rate of' 10 per cent over the 211,,.200 a.ITival.s in 1973, (2) gross 

f'oreign earn:i.Iigs of' m22.6 m:i.liion :in 1979, (3) l0,500 be~ in 
, I , , . 

hotels, (4) 4j000 people employed in the hotel industry. 

In 1975, tourist arrivals .. were 334,519 - 26 per cent higher 

than es'ti.mated; gross foreign earmngs were cal.culated at &!30 

million; there were 9,561 bea.S 1171.th an additional estimated 

15,000 beds in holiday fl.a.ts and villas, and 41 013 people were 
wozking in hotels. Everything seemed to have worked faster than 

was planned. But, in 1976, there were already' symptoms that tlie 

pace was not being kept up and a critical point has been reached. 

3. Tourist Tms . , . 

Tourists who come to Hal.ta~ may be divided into three categories • 
. , - . ; i 

These may be ranged along a continuum based on the length of stay. 

Length of stay, in tum, very lar;gely also determines the impact the 
• "j i\ - ~ . .• ' • ' . . 

tourist.has on the host cu1turee · First there is the cruise passenger 

(1975: 49,219) who spends an avex•age of four hours in Ifa1ta.. This 

is long enough to visit Valletta., the capi ta.l, snne. archeologica1 

sites and shops for souvenirs. 'fhen comes the holiday tourist 

(1975: 334,519) who in 1975 spent• an average of 13.95 guest nights 

in Mal ta.. These form the basis of ·t.he tourist, industry. 
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Finally, there are the foreigji resid.mlts,_ qr "settJ.ers!•, as 
.. .·.- ·. ·"- .-.- .. ~,·· ~· :·· . :-" :·. · ... ::r ~:;· ·;,..:·.·:· .. << . ..:.: ·~ '.. :_ .;-::·-~: L..:·;;_~ ~· ... :~:-· .:-: ~ 

they are. called' in.Mal.ta.· (1975:· 3,102); rho live for. a1.l. or most of 
the year in Mal.~-: Mrist s~ttt~~s are ~~~d Brlt:l~h·:~~- ~~:-:.:·~ '

0 

attracted t.o· Mil ta· by 'the· climat.e,· .tbS .. ~'de~~~- ~~.;~~~e'_~~- ,: ·. 

English·cina. th9 ~de~t c6~t of linng. , . But ~~bB.p_~ a~:ve .. ~J5 , __ . 
~ . - . ·, . . .'.. ~ . 

they were a:ttracted by J.ow inc0me tax rat.es the Government app~ed 
in return .ror their ~citl patronage. ·,Their cuJ.tura:L··aDa. ··· 

social. impact, ahout rhich :mOre later, ha5"l>een extremeJ.y important, 

as has their finallcial. rol.e. 

The_ increase of settJ.ers is almost exactJ.:y paral.J.el to that 
. --· - . ' . 

of Umporari touti.sts. It was estimat.ed that permanent_ tourists 

paid a total.. of ~bout 00..53 mill.ion :in 1971 iii. taxes (~bout ·.7_. 7 per 

cent of Government revenue .from the rel.avant taxes,, though permanent 

tourists form only about 1. 7 per cent of the total. population). 

However, it was al.so cal.cula t.ed tba t al. though :in 1970 expenditure 

by settJ.ers was greater than by temporary tourists, because of the 

higher import content of the purchases by settlers,, . tourists yielded 
more foreign excruinge. 4 . . 

1 

One certain effect of the settJ.ers was on domestic service. 

Wages have increased notably, but the numbers of maids has not 

increased. Their impact on housing and the constructiorl industry 

is discussed below. 

The present govermnent has sought to curb their :il!Ipact on the 

grossly inflated property market, has taxed them more heavily, and 

l.imi t.ed the property they cou1d purchase in Mal. ta. ~ the house they 

occupy. Thus :in 1972 !tna :income tax for new settJ.ers was increased 

~m sixpence i:~ the poi:nd to normal. (high) rates applicable ~ 

Mal. t.ese, and thB in~ome -they were obliged to bring :in was raised 
'~- \' . . ,, 

from £MJ.400 to £M4000 a year. Largel.y as -~-result of these measures 

the number of settlers has decreased somewhat during the past few 

years. 

~or further i11forma.tion on the impact of foreign settlers, see 

Libreri (1972) 

!( 
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Table J. ·categories of TOuri.sts · 

Year· Cruise Passengers 
( arri vaJ.s) 

Holiday Tourists. 
(arr:ivals) ··· 

,::...._ 

settlers 
C~tli·'resident) 

196o 

1965 

1970 

1975 

8,676 

J.6,937 
64,998 
49,219 

•...::-_ 
~9,~9 

4_7,804 

170,85.3 

324,519 
\0 

Source: Mal. ta. Tourist Board and Government Gazette. 

4. Balance of Payments 

- ·.I 

N.A. 

.. I~ .A. 

5534 
3162 

The most striking impact oi' y.>urism is its substantial. 

contribution tdJ the balance of pa~nts. In 1975 the gro_ss income 
I. ,. . . . .. 

from tourism was ilJJ.27. 7 mj] lion, or one-£1£th of the total export of 
-f'. 

goods and services. Al.though no s:>und studies exist of the import 

content of the income from t.our:Lsm, the Mal.ta. Government calculates. 
• ' • • f • 

that rou~ haJ.f' of every to.ur:Lst pound is spent on m,ported goods· 
. . ' 

and services. In 1975 the import content of the il12.7~7 million was· 
.>·_/ ' ' 

estimated to be ilUl4.million. An exacting s~.:W:>uJ.d probably show 
. ;/ 

that this is rather optimisttc, since at present r.~ difference appears 
. i) 

to be made between the. import content of 1ocal and\1 tourist consumption,, 

and littJ.e is !mown about the role of foreign capi~B.l, am1 hence about 

- repatriation of profits.5 But even at a lower ngure the toui:!st 

derived income is of great importance to a co\Ultry largely devoid of 

natural resources other than s\Ul and sea. In large· part, tlualks to 

tourism,, Mal ta has had a surplus in its balance of payment.s s::lnce 

1960, although the amo\Ult has nuctuated Widely. 

5see Spiteri (1968) and Ghigo (1975), mo al.so conclude, by rough and 

ready methods, that the :import content is between 35 and 50 per cent. 



2• Enlpli#ntc-.·~ ·,: 
The infiuence? o:r tourism on emplO}'I!lent, ~speciaify .. ·:fu, the ·· ::· 

hotel industry, has increa.Sed stsadily •.. Empl9YJ118nt in no.tels- rose 
:from 503 in 196o,!I .to 3,833 :fu<i9f5·;:: .. --=~uri.iig~tbe.:.·.~ame peri~d~->hotel. 

'' ·'. employmet1.t• s'':,~hare--o:r 'the:: l.abOur marke't. llicrea.Sed. -.rroni.' o.6 .. per-· cent 
•'• ~-r ' ,. • ' -·j --- ', ~ • ' ,' ~; , • f • '- • • : ' ' ' - • ,• • • 

tO 3·~5- per. cant. (See Table. 2) 
. . . - ~ .. ' 

Table 2 

Year 

--··196o 

1965 

1970 

1975 

.~· Hot.el Emplopient 

No. Beds.. No. Employees 

l,388 .503 
~,.380 819 
7,935 2,, 723 
·9, 724 3 833> , ,' 

,I 

.::::--' 

Total Labour·· % 
Force 

,,,.....:..:.:... 

84,.539 0.59 
' 

88,120 0.93 
-96~099 2.a3 

107,814 3.56 

Source: ·Malta Tourist Board and Annual Abstract/o:f~.statistics~' 

Hotel ·employment ha.S provided, alongside the more tradl. tional 

domes tic' serVice and the new indUs tries':' ah :illiportant new source of 

emplo~hent :tor mmen. Nonetheiess' they··are employed in the mo~t 
I! 

:m..~g:!.nil jobs, hence they are ar:rec-ted more severely' than the' men when 

ec~~C>~c difficUJ.ti~s loom. ·This is evid.0nt from T~b1e 3 beiow. 

( 

~ .. 
It \, 

\[ __ ,,· 

!'· 
·,1 ,, 

Table 3 ff Hotel Employment by. Sex 

Year Arrivals Employees 

~970 

1971 
1972 

1973 
J.974 

197.5 

Mal.a Female 

i7o,853 . _ 1679 
178,704 
149,913 
2u,196 
272,.516 
334,519 

2159 
1820 

1965 
2292 

'2622 

1044 

1156 
866 

925 
1090 

l2ll 

Total 
'.) 

2, 1?3' 

3,~15 
\ 

2,6~5 
,..·/' 

-·~2,890 

3,382 
3,833 

Proportion of Females 
' (%) 

38.2 

34.9 
32.1 
32.0 
32.2 

31.6 

--~---------.-,~--~--~~~----------~----~~----,'/ "! 

Source: Mal ta. Touns·t Board 
\. 

" 
\~ 

I· 

---
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During the' momentary slump. in tourist ~~-:¥1.~~?g,;~~--~ __ 

fo_llowiJlg -the::-protrac~d conf,,i:onta.tion tbetween::the MaJ.ta Gov0rnment 

_and_.:thE! British;_~o~rm.ient.over: the milita.ry~bases--in-~Ma1ta.,. 25 :.per·; .. ·, ... · ' ,. . . ' 

cent.of"the.'femaJ.e 1a'bour ·.force o.f··the hotels were discharged, :witi.10- · 
.• ' .. ,:, ,. ::, . •··· •i ·.r 

only 15 per cent of the men were let go. Since 1971 :the Labour.· 

Go~nt has . speci~ca:Q.y -.encol.lraged male ~emplo,ment. tO _off-set 

~~ .grow:U:i_g male unemployment •. In 1974.a·bill was passed "Which 

made it mandatory to . employ males ra i:Jler cethan 'females .'wherever ... 
•' • • • c .. i . l 

possible._ . ,;,.· .. .. . '··::-

Furthermore, .in September' 197!]; the Government_published 

. r.linimum staffing requirements for the top five -hotel c~sses. . These 

ranged from one employee ~or every 1.3 beds. ·in the deluxe cJ.a:ss. 

hotels to one for eve_ry·four beds in hotels classified as II-B• 

These ratios are applicable only . when a certain percentage of · 

o.ccupance is reached. °lf" during the hotelier year - which ends 

31st October - the overall occupancy rate .falls :below 49. per cent; 

then a hotel JnaY.~pply the ratio for tile hotel class :immediately 

below it •. 

Through its mul.tiplier effect, tourism has stimulated the 

whole econo:m;,v. There . has nonsequently ·been a growth in other economic 

acti;vities, besides hotel keeping. For example, there were no more 

than a dozen restaurants in 196o. In 1975 there were 79, employing 

some 558 (males 383) fUll time and 163 (males 114) part-time 10 rkers. 

The number of hire-cars has also increased sharply from 549 in 1965, · 
to 2:1177 in 1975: an increase of almost 400 per cent in ten-years. 

There are a range of other service establishments which benefi~ from 

tourism. These include shops near the tourist areas catering for 

eve~g from fruit, through sun-tan lotions, to water sport " 
\ articles. Even . doc tors, nursing homes and undertakers bene£i t, for.· 

13 per cent of the holiday tourists and most of the settlers are over 

6o and are increasingly- in need of medical care. 

, .. 
':i' .. ' 
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60 Housing and Welfare :_:·., .· c,-· • ,· ' ,-.:;.: 7>~·--:r;;~-

. ·::. .·: .. Tourism ;bas .a1so. benefi tb:ld. ·fbe :·eonstruction and'.:fuai:··-estafe-. 
business::and. those. who service ·them, :·such· as· 1aWy-ers an.d;·~pa:rtici:iiaf.iy, 

notaries. ,_.Many· of. them . became extremel.y ·weal. t.1ly. d.urfug- -th&tiJ>r0perti -. 
boom of. :the .l.96os. :· 

-m the earl.y sixties, the construction· :illd:1istry 'iri Malta. :· 

suffered a recession. BetWeen'l96o andl96S, over·1,ooo'constriiction 

workers emigrated. In· 1964 eocDwlc . ad.Visors. predic~d a. 25 per 

cent £all in employment between 1961 and' 1969. 6 But the situation · 

changed in 1964.- . A/construction boom in fact began, very .. JJUogely 

sparked off by the Santa. Mana Pl-oject~ · 

The Santa Maria Project, initi~ted by the privately owned 

Ma1ta Developments at Mellieha in the n<>rth of Malta. Weis b8gun in 1963• 

Land (1,000 acres) belonging to the Church and used by farmers Wa.s 

bought £or a total annual ground rent 0£ £M5,000 £or developmeJit ·iD.to · 

an isolated, £irst-class garden estate with chal.ets and villas ior 

settlers. By 1970 the annual ground rents were estima tad to be 

worth fMJ0,000 to the developers. The project came to be considered 

the one which gave the big kick to the property booni. It Wa.s imitated 

by many others. Meanwhile there were protests bY the farmers who 
. . 

lost the land they had been cultivating. They wre offered al.ternative 

jobs in the project, but few actually worked full time on· their Santa 

Maria lands and hen.ca could not take up this offer 'Wt thout also 

gi v:Lng up their other land. 

Settlers were the key element in the boom. They spent 

il13 million ye~ly on housing over the period 1965-70. A labour 

bottleneck occ•.:0:-.red and costs rose. In 1968 the minimum lega1 wage 
-=· / 

rate for a construction worker was raised by 17 per cent• But 

actual wages were usually twice as high as the minimum.:.· Prices of 

houses in the decade •60 to •70 rose by 10 pdr cent.7 

6stolper et a1 (1964) 

7Pisani (1972) 

ii 
\ .. 
\"1 
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There were many.examples of astronomica1 increases of land 

values that indicate the boom's dimensions... One was a piece-of 

land in Gozo which, bought at £M600, reaJ.ized a price of f2.14,000~a 

few years later. • . A small villa, built at a cost of £MJ,500 was 
s:>ld for £M91 000. ·· Within a year a flat bought for £M4,oOO.changed 

hands twice and then was sold the third time :t:or fMl.01 000.-

Grc>und rents increased equally spectacularly. A 'plot o:r 

land with an original ground rent in 1962 of £M250, in 1967 yielded 
8 il-16,500 a year. 

ey the middle of 1969;, there was a decline in sales o:t: 

luxury buildings. Talk of a proposed but. never introduced Butte:nnent 

Levy and Land Gains Tax ~ have contributed to :l. t. Many projects 

- some al ready initiated - were suspended• By 1970 sales of 

luxury residentiaJ. uni ts stagnated at a low level. 

The housing.boom during the 196os seriously aggravated the 

already acute housing shortage. It did this in tlD ways. First,, 

the luxurious villa for foreigners ·introduced a new style of housi.ng 

tba t Mal tese wished to emu1a te.. Quite si. mply, after visiting these 

sumptuously equipped, roomy viJ.las- set in their own gardens, Maltese 

were no longer satisfied with their terraced town houses and flats. 

Second, real estate speculators began snapping.up old village and 

farm houses, which were then marketed to foreigners for many times 

the purchase price as "old houses of character'~. Wealthy settJ.ers 

and increas:lng numbers of non-resident foreigners in search of 

investment opportuniti~s competed directJ.y ld. th Maltese from the 

poorest classes, tJiose who normally lived in the 11 old houses of 

c~~cter'', for the s8.me property. Thirdly, because of soaring 

costs of construction materials and shortage of labour, construction 

of govermnent dwellings was severely restricted. 

Thus, £or various reasons 1 the housing shortage was increas

ingly being felt in the late 1960s, especially by engaged couples, 

searching for houses S> that they could marry. Housing became one 

of the important political issues during the 1971 elections. The 

Malta. Labour Party's promise to do something about it undoubtedly 

contributed to its victory at the p~lls then, just as its excellent 

record in buil(ljng new housing and introducing measures to curb land 
u 

B'Examples produced by Albert Mizzi,, President of the Federation of 

Mal ta. Developers and Estate Agents, in a talk at the University of 

Mal ta on 6 June 1967. 



s~~"taQA::.-~-. s:uch ~.:a- sizeable :tax ~on.:: property transfers ·and 

l:illli:t;iDJLt:c:>reigrhownership '.to one omer-occupied'-"'house ';..·-beiped' it-' 
in the l.919 $c_tion_ campa:igil. ' ·::. · ··· - , :; .· :· .. , :-'-'· · ·· 

,. J~ourism ·bas ~also, affected Mal.tese .eating ha.bite.(;~ a1thougt1" ~ 

todq ,pet~ple _,cpnsume. mo:r;e. 1118a.t and less- bread a'nd pa.Sta:i '·the :_ , ·< 

traditional st.ap],esJ ·.this is due'.more to a generany rising incOiile "' 

rather. than· a damonstrati.ve;eff'ect o.r .tourist eating habit.a. 
' - ,.. . ' . . ' 

Tourism,, however,, has .stimnl 8-ted .the growth: of the restaurant 
. ,. (} 

industry and the custom of "ea~ out" for special. occasions~ 

Whether b -increased consump.tion of meat and rich restaurant food 
·,1 

is ]?enef'icial. W: the nati.onaf'i.heaJ.th is a matter for :t'urther s'bidy 

by nutritionists and' public· heal.th ·specialists. It ·seem8 likely,, 

however, that-they will· find that these changes·in diet correlate 

positively with an increase in the various diseases associated 

with increased welfare. Comparative study may well show that 

tourism "takes off" where adequate nutritional levels 8.1.reaay exist,, 

and thus can 9ontribute o~ unhealthy eating habits. 

7. Family 
It is felt that tourism loosens the bonds of many tradition

ally closely-knit Maltese families al though· no systala.tic research 

has been done in _this field. It does this in at least three ways. 

First,, tourism has stimul.a.ted the growth of and participation :in 

more leisure-.activities such as discotheques,, arid ·other meeting 

centres. These draw sons and daughters,, if not occasionally their 

i'athers too,, out of the family circle. Se~ond, tourism generated 

employment opportunities remove unmarried ~men from the traditLonal,, 

mother-controlled,, house-bo-..Wi existence. Employment also provides 

an economic basis -which i'ur.ther reinforces a ·new measure of 

independence. This weakens family· ties based in large measure upon 

the jealous,, authoritarian control of the children by their parents, 

particularly the father. Finally,, increased cantact with foreigners,, 

and Jl3rsons i'rom other parts of the country, has. widened the marriage 

market considerably. WlBre Maltese have married foreigners,, as they 

increasingly have 1 the · extended family bonds are weakened by cultural 

differences and distance as newly married couples settle abroad. · 
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8. Communi t,y Integration . 

How bas ·the grOWth o:r tbUrl.siii iii~1~f.a: a:r.fected ~ islaiidis 

integration as a: WbOle? : . Iri contrast' to. d9ve1opnent in sane plices . 
tourism in Mal. ta has bad oDiy a margi?>aJ -effect on aggrava tulg -inte:r~ 
group conflict~ In :fact,· there is some eV:i.dence that tour:i.Sni ~h8S"' ;_: 
furthered greater ·solidarity ·anong Maltese• 

7 

As indicated above; the building· boom :in the 196os. cre~ted 
a serious housing shortage. This· had ·political. ~r:PercusSions··S:nd 

was.;. :in part, one o:r the several issues ori Which tJbe Ma1ta. ·LabOur ' 
Party successfully attacked its Nationalist opponenm :in' the ·197:1> 
election campaign• This issue is no longer a.Ctua1. The wilding 

boom, however, did create in the space o:r a few years a trUly ~al~ 
class. Private fortunes jumped from one million' potmds . tO one 

. . 
extreme case. of il-130 million - the Pace :faJJi:il.y Bical enterprise,· now 
in liquidatl.on. 

The wealthiest classes are also :favoured by the income tax 
laws, for . the maximUm. tax is only 60 per cent, lilich is also applied 

armually to all incomes over &12~500! Tourism ldll thus continue 

to. :favour very wealthy entrepreneurs mo have committed assem to·. it~ 

Since prominent members of the two major political parties, ··as· well 

as the politically important General Workers Union, are heavily 

involved in tourist related activities, it is not likely that tourism 

will :ferment class-based poli ti.cal conflic t; in the foreseeable i'u. ture. 

Neither has there been tension between Maltese and tourist, 

barring a few exceptional cases. One such case was the ill-feeling 

the exclusive Santa. Maria estate caused. Local farmers lho lost 

access to valuable agricultural land when the Church sold the Santa 

Maria land to developers were f'urious. Mm.y other Maltese from all 

walks of life resented the "Maltese not welcome" character of the 

es ta. te that was symbolized by the red and ·white· striped oooms that 

ba.ITed their access. The booms have since been raised and a few 

Maltese now live on the estate. Other developnents have not had 

the exclusive character of the Santa. !-:aria, and have not caused 

friction. 

II 
// 
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Maltese like .foreigners and, by and 1arge,, are hospita.bl.e. 

This .friendliness,, in conjrmction w.ith the sea=and·,~i is __ one:-of _, ,. --r~.---~ ..... - .. --.-'!~·-··--·--->--"• ,_ 

Malta's IJlOSt important tourist resources" ·· ~t~is,. h~'.VBr,~ 
- ~ - . ' . - . ' . . - -

possib1e that with the"growtti~o.r (1owe~} ~dd1e._.class mass:"t.ourism: : .. 
-. . ... " . 

ami _the ~creasing popµla.r.i:t:Qr·o.f .holiday £;1.ats and, vfllas·instead· .. · 

o.f hotels,, certai.? points :o.f friction will. develop. The middle

cum""WOrking class tcurist competes more directJ:y with tbe··average 

Maltese citizen for goods and ~ervices, since bis income is nearly 
commensurate. The. 1uxury-class .tcurist conf:ines much of ·bis 

shopping ~swimming to th~ air-conditioned boutiques and-private 

pools and beaches 0£ his hotel. I.f he travels, . he does so by 

hired car. The middle and worldng class tourist, in contrast, 

shops in local. stcres,, often swims in the over-crowded popular 

beaches and tra"VEUs by bus. In short, he visibly adds to the 

overcrowding 0£ these densely populated islands. Renters of 

holiday vi J J as and flats also compete directly for goods in the 

shops. There is considsrable grumbl.mg anong local housewi. ves 

that the tourists have driven up the price of fresh fruit and 

vegeta.b1es,, even where it is not al.ways true. A case in point 

was the sca..~ity 0£ cauliflowers in t."'.s-:;:pr:tng_o:r 1976. The 
I· 

shortage was due, according to the farmers, to ejc:cessive rain; yet 
i: 

the public b1amed tourists and settlers. This {,}'Pe of friction 

at present is limited both in scope and in :iJDpact, al.though it mq 

well increase. General.ly tcuris ts are liked and consequently feel 

welcome and come back. For example, well over haJ.f of all British 

tcurists who visited Malta in 1975 came because they visited the 

islands previous~ or had .friends who had.9 

The increase of long and short term tourists had al.so 

generated a certain self-confidence and even pride among Maltese. 

For centuries an outpost of empire to which military and the 

dependents were ~' Maltese have long regarded everyone and 

everything from Northern Europe as better. Their colonial masters 

took care tc foster this mass inferiority complex. Now foreigners 

of all classes are choosing to come to Malta. for the things that 

9oovernment ·rourist Board 
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Mal. ta bas tD offer. . This has led . tD a . new alra.reness of not oncy 
- . ~·-:: _· . .: . -~ : : ;_ _'.·• --· . . -- - - -. - - - . . ' .... ·-- _. - .. ,., -

Mal. ta 1 s long neglected ,natural. and cUl. blra:L. environment and,· of :.beaches 
-~I - : • • . .. • • • . - - •. : • . . , • ' - • • '· ' - . ' . 

and historical. monuments. ~.The intrusion of -a numerQ'Ua :and· . , · 
-- - ' ' . 

interesteq "tbey1. category in a tight littl.e isl:and- -c:omrmmii;y al.so 

crysta.lli~ed. a .~re pronounced 11we11 cate_gory •.. ~- I:l;. has ol:Uiged 
• .. .. ·.1 - • 

Mal.tese to formUlate more clearly for tbamseJ.ves what they are and 
F • "• ••• • -- ,, • • 

what they stand for - to think more consistentJ.y about their cnm 

cu1ture insteac;_~f merely~ it.for granted.o~. :imitating foreign 

tastes. This has affected the arts in numerous ways, as .will be 

discussed below• Of course, much of the rmuU.s~az;ice of Maltese 
." 

cu1ture 'Klich was so evident in the 1960s was ~enced by the 

excitement of developing a national identity after more ~four 

centuries of colonial rul.e. Nonetheless, tourism was of critical. 

importance in developing this. identity; it provid~d an immediate 

audience which included weal.thy patrons for those acn1ally f'urthering 

Mal ta' s cu1 tural independence. 

9. Decision Mald.ng 

Malta, as already noted, for centuries has had a higbJ.y 

'' \ 1, centralized government. This centralization increased foll.old.Ilg 
,.-",\ 

post-independence nation building. Its tempo was i'urther accelerated 

after 1971 by the modified state capitalism of the Labour Government. 

Thus decisions, whether political. or economic 1 Which affect tourism, 

are increasingly made by the central. government. This refiects 

not only the ideological orientation of the government, but al.so a 

groldng awareness that tourism cannot be allowed to-develop without 

controls if the comitry is to derive maximum benefit. Government 

decisions that affect the tourist industry are made largely by the 

Office of the Prime Minister, gener~ on advice of the economic 

planning ~ t and, to a lesser extent, the Tourist Board. This 

latter agency is largely concerned with increasing and monitoring 

the volume of visitors. The goals of' the present Government 

regarding tourism were set out in the Fourth Developinent Plan, to 

. which reference has already been made. To achieve its goals it 

plarmed to seek more tourists outside Britain, to concentrate, on the 

relatively high spende~, to increase hotel capacity, to improve 

transportation to Malta, and to raise the quality ~f tourist services 

available. 
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. :These- goais' :.were · v.trt11a1'i7' a. ttainecf b.r 19?5, ai thotigh ~v 
'dependSnce on-Unitiid Kingdoiii:~t.B riniaimd~ :c __ :C~te-~s 

the Government ·underlDok.'to ·~ilizejits ~aims :iilClUded ~ .fonciwmg: 

- the Efsfablisbmarit-of a natioruiJ."air ~er; Air Mal.ta; 

- 1:be eniar~i;'.am·±mpto~lit·c>f'·-ttie ~rl ~-~; 
- measures t0·'r8strict Charter rughts: on ntin--IultionaJ. -~ers; 
- greater promotion on th8 cont:Lnent; 

-- eJ:imihlt1ii.on ·of' subsidies f~r hotel bU:tJ.cling· and a ~-slow 
on building- pem. ts·j: 

-- a tax on .fresh water sw.ilimring pooiS (00.50 ·tor private poo1s,, -

and. £roin~iM250-to £M500'per ·annum for l:loteis, depending on 

· poo1 cap8Ci ty) J 

- a verj · sharj> increase in the price Of .fresh water consumed 
bY' hotels {up from fM01il37 per 1,,000 gallons to fM2.00 :Per 

1,000 gallons); 

- classification of hotels and regulation of minimum staffing 

arrangement; 

- an increase in the airport passenger service charge (up 

.f'rom fM0.50 to DU per head); 

· ·- a programme of road building and landscaping. 

Besides participating in the tourist industry as an airline 

operator, the Government has al.so just entered it as a hot.el operator. 

It recentJ.y transformed an ex"'41lil.itar;y camp into a holiday camp and 

turnetl.\)i t, along with leases to other important properties, over to 

A:ir Malta management. 

These measures obViously were not received with enthusiasm 

by all sections of the tourist industry. Medium and small hotel 

owners in partic~ar resented the hotel c1assification1 the :increase 

in water charges, and min:imum staffing requirements.. But protest 
- -

against Government measures has generally been ineffect.i.veo An 

exception was the successful public protest initiated in the late 

1960s by the historical and cultural preservation society, 

Din L-Art Helwa.1 to restrict the height of a hot.el that threatened 

Valletta1s historical skyline. Protests to implement tighter and 

more imaginative planning legislation and reill:rorce existing measures 

to control building, clean up beaches and other public recreation areas, 

have met with little response by the Government in power. 
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··~ ... r- ·s·.-· 
The lack of success :iJl. :Uµ"J.uenc.~-~-~~~~~en~:~ij.~-{~r···-····· 

its enforcement) ~ 'iargely di:ie to' the .. ~xtra.Ordinary centrali za.t.i.on 

and ~oWe~ of ~~~t~ .. ~h~rei~ no o.rg~~d~~J.est ~~~ . . - -· . . ...... -· ~·· . ·:; ~ ' . . ' .. ·. ·' . . ;, ' .. ·.. . ....... '. . -· •.. .. . . 

Potent¥ii' mmnbers £ear. victuni.za.:!:oion if they cri~ciz.e. -~~z:mnent. 
'.·.. ,_... ·- " - •• :__ •. . ,!' .- ' . ~- ..... -.... .t··. -; ~11· . ' ' - ---- -· - ---- . - :.::1---- .. 4... , ...... -. 

In a sma.U country: run by a po_~J~£1µ governm~nt there is ~is ~for 
- ·'· , ____ .:_._· •. _:.::: '. . .· ;;- '~·-, : ·-' j_..,.. -·. - -~-- - ·' ,- ' - ... - . - . . .. .... . 

such fear. . Protest is t~ l]13i·l:.her Qpen nor. sustaine4. , : Unl.ess . 

an issue is adopted ~ a l'Ol:;. ~-~ Par"tl - .. ¥ ~. tae 1'1-lal:ta.. is . 
: .• _,:: '.j ,· - .... - _;_. ··;_· -~- - ... - • - •.•• - -

being sold to foreignersst iss~ .. ~sed 'by _f.he present government 

when in opposi t.i.on - mos.t pro~_s:~ ·i~: thus limited to private 
. . .· ' ' . -. i .: -, ··; . ' . ' ~·· . 1, ' '. . . . . . . ' ' 

grumbling and anonymous letters :~ .the editors of the major 
. . . ·. • ... - :. - )1-- -- ..• ~ -· ~- . . . ' ~· ... 

newspapers. As a resuJ. t there is virtually no public deba ta . on 
; ~ ' . ' . . ' . ~. . . .; :. '· . . - '. . ' . 

tourism and its cons~quences. . .. 

Because it is not known. how much foreign cap:i.~ participates 

in the Hal.ta tourist industry, it is difficult to inclicate to what 
i 

degree foreign interests are able to influence decisions which affect 

the i..ndu5try. There is some evldence, however,. that the. degree of 

foreign interest in the tone-set·ting deluxe hotels is increasing. 

:Hore research in this area is ba~y needed. Nonetheless, the drop 

in tourist arrivals in spring and summer of 1978 indicates that 

essential. decisions are made ou~~ide the country. Some foreign 
. ·'' ': 

tour opera tors decided to drop Mal ta from their package tour 
1· :. I • • ' 

offering; individual. tourists ch9se to go elsewhere or to stq at 

home. 

Owing to absence of a CJd tical public the government must 

also monitor the impact of touri~. The 19.73 Development Plan 

noted perceptively that 11 the :iJ.lf:Lu of lincontrolled mnnbers of 

tourists can disrupt the social fabric. There are therefore s.ocial 

constraints which bear directJ.y <?n Hal.ta' s ability to accept tourista11 • 

As yet there is no evidence that'' governiil9nt is attempting to evaluate. 

the impact of tourism, nor that, it is studying the very_ real potential 

problem of tourist saturation • 

.. 
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10. Touris~ost Encounter 

The con tac~ the tourist has ld th his host.s are strucillred 

ey bis a:i:ms :in Vi.siting the country. Tourists visiting.Malta, 1-dth 
but few exceptions, do not seek an e:oti.c ·culture a.Dd lif'estYle, as 

do those visiting Italy, Bali or North Africa, for example. . Chiefly 

_the tourist seeks sun and sea, with some relaxing nightlife. Local 

culture in the .forms o.f visits to prehistoric temples, Valletta's 

bastions and/or a parish i"esta, is a secondary extra in which he my 

indulge' if. he has the interest, energy and time 0 

Most of the ·rourist .3oard promotional brochures promote this 

seaside image of Hal.ta.. Local culture is an added incentive to 

:induce the sun lovt:\r to a Mal ta that is portrayed as ha v:i.ng a 

ge~uinely European way of life. The privately-run advertising 

agencies and tourist guide books, on the other harul, somet.:imes touch 

on ''native" aspects, though these are not emphasized. In other 

words, the ''literature0 equ:i.ps the tourist to v:i..sit the island and 

i t.s monuments, not its people. 

Such promotion and presentation of self tends to become self

ful.filling. The contacts the tourist has with his host are largely 

limited to those persons connected w1 th tour opera tors, airlines, 
•' 

hotel, sw.i.mITdng establislunents, monument.s, shops, restaurants, and 

the mea11s of transport he uses to move about. Tourist contacts 

with taxi drivers, tourist guides, hotel receptionists, and others 

who serve him, :may be unique' to him, but for the Maltese such inter

action is merely a replication of relations they have experienced 

countless times. Hence, the interaction, though friendly, remains 

essentially perfunctory and pragmatic. Direct encounters between 

tourist and host outside this service relation is limited to chance 

meetings at beach,· restaurant or fest.a.. Of these, those between 

tourist girls and increasingly more forward Maltese boys are probably 

the most common. The thousand odd students who visit Malta annually 

via the National Student Travel Service form a partial exception. 

They come to attend courses in English, Mediterranean studies, sailing, 

and often stay 'wi th Maltese families. Many thus have considerable 

contact with Maltese outside the tDurist industry. The same applies 

to members of the vecy few cultural/artistic tours. 
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The tourist thus returns to his home having.-absorbed a 

superficial lmowledge of Hal ta as a tDurist resort that -also has a 

number o.f interes~g monuments. 1-ip::;t ~main relatively tD 

tDta.Izy ignorant about the c1iStoms, li!estyles, political. aspir-
- : • . . . • ' ,J 

ations, and social problems o.f their hosts, M:i:i..th whom they h3.ve 

had no contact_ outside peri'unctory service relations. The 

tDurist sees only what he has been led to expect tD see. 

ll. Impact on Cultural Manifestations 

Tourists have had considerable impact __ on local. cuJ. tura1 

mani.festations, .for they have influenced art, the_atre, <?raft, 

music, and even .food. Generally.spea!dng, tourists have helped 

Ma1 tese appreciate i.f not discover the vernacular';. 

There is a ~.ajar di.f.ference between the temporary tDurist 

and the lfpermanent" tourist, or settlers, in patronage 0£ loca1 

arts. It,~ found out that very few temporary tDurists patronize 

the local theatre (plays in English); on the contrary, the loca1 

repertory company have as members of' their club (which ma.inJ.y 

involves subscrib:ing to a "season11 ticket for their nerf'ormances) 

700 settlers out 0£ a total membership of 800. 

It was also found that temporary tDurists buy pictures of ,. 

local scenes of a £olkloric or histDrical c~:u-aeter (especially 

sea battJ.es of the past) but few works of authentic artista~ On 

the contrary, the permanent tourists have been principal patrons 

of the best local artists, none of mom could survive only on their 

art before tourism be[$an. Now at least one does, and all have ~en 

able not only to :increase sales in Mal ta, but also tD establish 

contacts abroad through a few of the permanent settlers who are · 

noted art cri ti.cs or have other connections 'With galleries and art' 

journals. The establishment :in Nalta. of notable artists such as 

Victor Pa~smore has had even more far-reaching effects~ Not only 

is his own work influenced by the local milieu, but he has himself' 

more or less in.fluenced almost all the local artists in a manner 

only paralleled by the sojourn of' Caravaggio in the island in the 

17th cen"blry. He has notably helped local artists to become 11 
\\ 

internationally knotmo 
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- - .. ,. . . i: ·- ' ... , -.. \ " . . . ' ~ - . . ' .. :' '•) ' 
Forei·gn literary fi:gure~ res·ia.eri~ in'Mal. ta "such as . N~gel 

Dennis and Nichohs Mont.Serra.i;h1ave ;aJ.si/ tnibllshl;a--~~k~'; witJi'. · 

st.l'ong Maltese colour,, cb11t~~-re oh· the- ~6ie z1ot rid.Xed ~ii' with,. 

local. crea tl. ve' writers. . : There . is no doubt,, . ho"We~r,, . ~t their • 

frequent presence on the island helps to ~ti.muia.te · 16ca.1 ~:tUral. 
life. Again there -is a big d:i.fference ill culturB.J.. imPact oetween 

. . . ·,·· 

a tourist who stays for a ·length of tme (if oo~~is an artist) and 

one who just passes through. 
~ . 

Since the~'advent of tourism a flourishing handicraft 

industry has coma in-00. being. Using 
. . . . 

Maltese ma terial.s and mot:i. ves,, both Maltese and foreign 

craftsmen are making products which range from beautifuliy styled 

lmi twear, woven textiles, wrought ~on and blo"Wn ·glass tO entire 
. . . 

suits of tinny armour and k:itchy trinkets. Both tourists and 

Mal tase buy these products, and increasingly some of the better 

qual.i ty ones are exported. The Govermnent bas actively encouraged 

the industry by mald.ng avauable old quonset buts in some ex- ' 

mili ta.ry areas for use as studios and :·~rkshops. 
·/ 

There has also been a gro~ang demand by restaurant owners 
:( 

and organizers of "folklore" group:s for guitarists and singers of 
\\ 

traditional music. · Tourists assuni~ - mista.kei:ll.y in Malta's case 
. \;~ (( ~--

- that all Medi terra.."lean restaurants hava _ t.2 .. adi tionally served folk . ·- . .._____ \ < ________ ,.,. ......... ,<. ! 

music and dance with the food. Thell" assumpti.ons bt.lcome self-. ·-~. ___ ~. \ '. \ ') 

£ulfillingo This has created a modest folk music~fudustry which 

provides after-hours -w:>rk for a few authentic. singers and guitarists 

and numbers of young da:p.cers who perform 11 tradi ti.onal11 folkdances, 

most of which are only a year or two old. The tourist demand for 

folk music has unquestionably h~')1ped ((to preserve the limited 

tram tional instrumental ani"i:~v6~al mi.lsic that existed. It has also 
" \~.- ''·/ \\ 

helped to make this music ac'b~:Jtable tt) some young educated Maltese 
;1, }\,_~,... /,' 

who might otherwise have copl'.ed the middle-class disdain with 'Which 

their parents looked aoJ~ upon. this 11peasant11 music. Patriotism 

doubtJ.e~sly ,},1~~~/«\a:Lso plai~~p. a role, for the m~ic has provided an 
---·-· ,. 'I . '~. .. .. 

authentic j:tet '.of local. culture to a newly independent country in 
I\'------- ~ . 

search of i::t;a iden~:1ty after ·iour centuries of heavy-handed foriegil 
rule. ~<-'/ __ / \~ 

''11 
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Al.though.tourism was l~ge;:cy responsible for,the way: in 
. .... .. . . ' '·.· . ~ . .. '·~·' . - . .. 

which the government. shifted the ·~ya]. :.celebration from :winter . ··. ' ' '. .· ., . .. . . -:: ' . . . 

to spring, it ¥8 as .~t had lit~ no,t.iceable .impact on traditional 

rituals. . Participants . in:·. th~ . colourf'll:l I"eligious ceremonies: and· · -

processions make no dist:inction between tbe.i1ashbu1bs and cine-. . . -· .. 

cameras of .locals and holi~ Maltese emigrants, .who are intensely 

proud of the pageantry, _and 0~~th European tourists, 'Who are 

asto~ded by it.. If :tr..a ·j;)a.rochiaJ. i'esta. celebrations and Good 

Friday, processions are g;-9-wi ng more elaborate, th.is is due chiefly 

to parochialism and internal tourism rather than internauonal 

tourism. The; more spectators there are, the more the participants 

enjoy it. 

In sh9rt, tourism has helped many Maltese disco'Ver their 

own c:_uJ.tural heritage. The way. in foreigners have genuinely 

admired Maltese monuments, arts, .. craft, nmsic·, and even ·rural 

parish feasts, .has caused many citizens to view these in a new 

light. This newly "discovered" cultural heritage has provided an 

important dimension to the search for a new ll!ft.tional identity. 

12. Conclusion: Values and Attitudes 

It is evident that international tou:r:i.sm has had considerable 
i 

impact on Malta. This is not surprising conisidering Malta's small-
• I; 

ness and the rapid growth of the new industry~~ Under the influence 
. . . ii 

of both temporary tourists and settJ..ers Malte:se have changed their 

attitude to many things. ;There is a greater!! aware.ness and appreciation 
I! 

of tttings MaJ. tese. These include not only hllstorical monuments, but 

also art, craft and even locally produced win4~. " These, in their 
' 11 

turn, have also been influenced by tourist tai3tes and expectations. 
Ii 

The Maltese concept of the good life has also i! felt tile influence of 

tourism •.. 'rhis is reflecmd not onzy in hous~~ styles, but also in 

the utilizaticn°-of leisure, :;especially among ib1~ slightly better. . / ~ . . .A 
of:f MaJ.tese. It is reflected, for excirupla;· ~~ the:!,r increased 

visits to restaurants and nightclubs and in tl~e booming popularity 
1: of sailing. 
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The presence of large numbers of free.spending.foreigners 

bas almo~t una.voidabl.Y ·led ma.ey Mliitese '-ih' ii.llS't.OUriBt'ihd~try to 
adjust their. prices upWa.rdS, ~d.n"spi'.te of go"vernmen-t· controls~:.- .. 
~cause be is a .:once:on:cy 'ano~us visitor, the :t.Our.lst is ·c;iteti\ ·~ 
overcharged and/ or short·· changecl by taxi dr.i. ver; '..'sh0pkee~r, and . "' -
bus conductor. -· · The we/they distinction: in commerCiai ·a"thics a:Gfo-. 
bas its counterpart ~ boy/girl ·rel.a.tions. In ·t1le past ·.raw· yeafs · 

Maltese young men ha~ become conSiderably more aggre's;si~ ·towards 

tmaccompanied female· tourists, _ IDaey" of whom ad.mi tteclly hold more 

pemissive moral standards thm·Maltese g:Lrl.S. ·Youths ·now often 
~ ' 

behave in ways that lO u1d be quite unthinkable toWras Maltese ·girls 

alth9ugh their behaviour is still tiniid by Italian standards. 

Unquestionably, too, the permanent holiday sphere and the presence 

of affiuent foreigners bent on ·a· good time baS al.so helped ~ccelerate 
the erosion among Maltese young women of' traditional Catholic m0ral 

values of modesty in dress and behaviour. 

The Maltese idea of the .foreigner has al.so changed. Twnty 

years ago all foreigners were "English1i (service personnel) • 
:\ 

Outsiders are now lttourists". The brief, repeated exposure to a 

variety of nationalities in their pleasure-seeld.ng holiday roles, 

divorced from the social. control of their habitual workday soci'al 
'i 

environment, has inevitably led to stereotyping. For most Maltese 

then, Swedes are misers who order a bottle of soft drink and share ' 

it with several. straws; French, and especiallyitalia.:rls, are 
·<· 

excessively demanding, impossible to satisfy; Libyans are unreliable 

women chasers; Germans are earnest and affluent; and British are· 

courteous and midemanding. It is not know what impressions tourists 

form of Malta an~ the. ~:J.tese during their brief visits. Nor is it 
known what the long-term impact of ·such s tereotl'J)ing li ll be~ It 

is not unthinkable that such image-forming becomes sel.f-:ruirilling 

and may even have political repercussions. It is another area in 

which fUrth9r research is badly needed. 

.) 
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TOURISM Ill MALTA: S<J·m RE.SEARCH PRIORITIES 
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non-economic development goals. 
2. A realistic attempt tD establish a framework to determine the 

opt1mum numbers of tDurists. 

3. A det.ai1ed analysis 0£ the distribution and operation of foreign 

invesi:ment in the U>urist sectDr with a view U> establishing 

its impact on import content and decision~g. 
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