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that are impossible for any individual
to fix alone.

Positive change by individuals will
likely be temporary, if not reinforced
by policy or regulation. Industry and
government have a massive responsi-
bility to promote positive change, and
yet, so far, these have been the big of-
fenders when it comes to a wholesale
return to our broken sense of nor-
malcy, in which the individual is a cog
in the economic machine.

A first step would be to enable the
well-being of all citizens by quashing
threats such as gross inequality, xeno-
phobia and misinformation in the af-
termath of the pandemic. If we fail to
do this, we will ultimately be neglect-
ing opportunities for positive change
and this exceptional period in the his-
tory of Malta, and humanity at large,
will have been a missed opportunity.

Following the crisis, Malta must not
let the opportunity for deep-rooted
change slip out of reach.

Eschatological
issues

Having read Martin Scicluna’s com-
ment in the Times of Malta (‘Rethinking
heaven and hell’, June 10), I suggest
that Scicluna and the readers of this
newspaper find time to consult the two
latest detailed documents by the Holy
See on the mentioned topics and re-
lated eschatological themes: ‘Some Cur-
rent Questions in Eschatology’ (1992)
and ‘The Hope of Salvation for Infants
who Die without Being Baptised’
(2007). Both are easily accessible from
the Vatican website.

Going through these insightful docu-
ments, most of the ambiguities raised by
Scicluna will be duly clarified.

Towards the end of his article, Sci-
cluna quotes Pope Francis. What Sci-
cluna fails to state is that those words
on hell are taken from an informal in-
terview by Eugenio Scalfari with Pope
Francis, appearing in La Repubblica in
March 2018.

The content of what Francis, or for
that matter, any other pope states in an
interview, has never had the status of
Church Magisterium.

‘Way back in 2018, the Vatican press
office had issued a statement affirm-
ing that no quotation in the La Repub-
blica article can “be considered as a
faithful transcription of the words of
the Holy Father”.

HECTOR SCERRI - Faculty of Theology,
Msida
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