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The Synod: a unique experience
for the Church in Malta

by Rev. Dr Hector Scerri

ON WEDNESDAY the Church in Malta meets at
the Sports Pavilion at Kordin to celebrate the
completion (or nearly $0) of the first phase of the
Diocesan Synod which officially started on
September 29, 1999.

Much work has taken place since then, Parishes
have been mobilised, and thousands of volunteers
engaged in the capillary consultation process.
Parish assemblies have been held over the last
weeks to present the information obtained from
the questionnaires distributed to every household
in Malta. Many other consultation meetings have
been held during the first phase of the Synod with
varions bodies and organisations,

So. things have really been moving, And gath-
ering momentum. The members of the Church in
Malia have been consistently rgminded that the
Church is 2 communion. The importance of com-
munitarian planning and discernment have been
mentioned now and again. In his homily, a month
ago, on the 26th anniversary of his episcopal ordi-
nation, Archbishop Mercicca reiterated the main
tenets of thel synod expereace.

What does ecclesial discernment entail as we
live this unique experience? The diocese — assem-
bled together: bishops, priests and Jaity from all

-walks of life - secks to understand what the Holy

Spirit is prompting in the particular situation
which we are living, as well as to answer 1o the
signs of the times which are being revealed, This
makes the synod an experience of renewal for the
local Church: the Church examines itself, sval-

area of child-atuse than other pro-

uates its hfcstylz. and seeks {p renew its mem-
bers and its structures of communion, thus en-
degvouring to live the Gospel in the world today.
it is ap experience which strengthens the
Church in its fidelity to Christ and to man.
Therefore, the diocesan synod is not only an
opportunity to improve structures of commu-
nion, or to ephance collaboration, or to plan sen-
sibly for the future. It is, above all, an answer to
the call to be faithful to the Lord and to man,
while sincerely seeking the guidance of his Holy
Spirit, as a community of faith, bope and love.
The Synod is 2 celebration of what it means to
be a Church. The actual synodal experience
enables the Christian to feel that he or she is

. actuplly involved in the building of the edifice of

the Church, a Church which is extrovert, looking
out and actively engaged b the society where it
lives. it means being the salt of the earth, the light
of the world and the leaven in the dough. It means
being 2 Church in dialogue.

Perhaps, the most positive result of the digee-~
san pastoral synod is the creation and promotion
of a mentality of synodality, and that the Church
may be actively committed to such an attitude at
all levels, in the life and witness of its members.

The actual celebration of the synod - whatever
jts duration may be — is just the beginning of a
journey together. I recall the prophetic words

" penned by Bishop Alberto Ablondi, in 1997, in

the Final Document of the Fourth Synod of his
diecese, Livorno: “Il sirodo deve essere una
intonazione che, se nogn fosse seguita dal canto,
resterebbe muta e senzg senso™(The synod has (o
be like the initial intonation by a musjcal conduce-
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tor which unless followed by the singing of 2
hymn remains mute and meaningless). Yes, the
journey together continues in carnest,

Being open and attentive to what the Holy
Spirit has to say to our Church in Malta is the
principal richness which is being experienced in
the synod event. Thus, the Synod may be the
kairos through which the Spirit may inject yet
another dose of freshness in the life of cur believ-
ing community.

With this in mind, we can perhaps start to
appreciate the relevance of a synod which is well
planned (as ours has been, and meticulously sol),
and celebrated with a true ecclesial spirit. Tt has
indeed been a courageous decision on the part of
the Archbishop and the local Church.

1t offers a unigue recommitment to renewal,
and challenges passivity and lethargy. It is indeed .
a prophetic moment in the life of our Church at
the threshold of the third millennium. It is up to
cach one of us to proceed together in the direc-
ton set. Let us sail into deeper waters. There, too,
we will cast our nets... at the Lord's command.
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