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Water water water.

Rock.

What shall I do now? What shall I do?
Tata. Goodnight. Goodnight.

~-

Ta ta. ié@—@ > PRI

. Tol ta,

The thing is a mad medley.

The thing surely is a mad medley.
And we love it!

Among the maggots that breed in the corruption of poetry one of the commonest
is the bookworm.

In essence The Wasteland says something which is not new: that life has become
barren and sterile, that man is withering, impotent, and without assurance that the
waters which made the land fruitful will ever rise again.

Ah! we have an honoured guest — Mr. Middleton Murry.

And what does Mr. Murry think about 7The Waste Land.

In my opinion, the work offends against the most elementary canon of good
writing: that the immediate effect should be unambiguous.

000000000h!
What does Mr. 1. A. Richards have to say about this?

Consider first this ‘canon’. What would happen, if we pressed it, to Shakespeare’s
greatest sonnets or to Hamlet? -

O O O O that Shakespearean rag —
It’s so elegant

The truth is that very much of the best poetry is necessarily ambiguous in its
immediate effect. Even the most careful and responsive reader mush reread and
do hard work before the poem forms itself clearly and unambiguously in his
mind-

hypocrite lecteur!

An original poem, as much as a new branch of mathematics, compels the mind
which receives it to grow, and this takes time.
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