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OPIWON 

Lau,nching out 
into the deep 

This•is indeed a· 8~:i,ficant 

:.
0God{n "k~~~T~e•Di:~~~1: 

Fr Hector Scerri 

'The coll)plementaryimage of sister 
· amlservantseeks to l!ighli!lht other 
dimensions of, tile !if(! and .mission of 
the Church ill Malta.' 

Synod crune to· a colouifiil and 
joyful close last June, during 
the celebration of the Pentecost 
Vigil, in front of the Cathedral 
chuich, in Mdina. In the mean
time, the sweltering heat of the 
past summer months did not 
deter many· of those actively 
inyolved ,in the synod process_· 
from.faithfully pursuing their 
tasks. No momentum was' lost. 
In fact, the ii::n pl€mentation 
phase.of the synod is now under• -The new vision. portrays a·- and discovering different min
way. ·Church 'Yhich is sister and ser-. istries and talents in-the parish 

On ·September 29, the Arch- vant_ This image gradually- co=unity.(orpastoralzone, or 
bishop, Mgr Joseph Mercieca , came t.o light after-llluch active, rel_igious grciup);-more collabo
al)proved the eight synod docu- discussion and profoui:td reflec- ration between priests and the 
ments, four .years·to the day tion on.the realities we are·now -laity; cooperation amongdioce-: 
when, in 1999,·he __ had_ inaugu~ expe:r;:ie·ncing, as the People o,f san·andreligious clergy; neigh- _ 
rated the synod; c3.-lliil/; it "an G:id in Malta at the daWil. of the bouring paiishes sharing 
extraordinary f:f!ace for· the· · third·millenniUJJJ, living.as we - human and material resources; 
Church in Malta'. . are at the confluence of diverse the unique role of women in the 

The :fust document; which cultures and contrasting-values:. -- Church; the pariSh Conimunity 
has just been pubJished., is that Not that the traditional.image . 0.s-8.-vi.s individuals. with dif
on ''A Vision of the Church as of mother and ·teacher is obso~ . ferenfne;')ds;anUutbeO:tic spirit 
Communion". Many have 'lete ... Far from it! The comple- of cdinmunion in parish-pas
descri.bed this text as pivotal mentary image Of sii;ter and to~al councils, otheT parochial 
and fundrunental because .it servant Seeks to higblight·other groups, religious organisations 
provides the important key to dimensioris·ofthe.life and mis- and movements; the formation 
reading and interpreting the sion of the Church in Malta. of-Christian lay persons who 
other.documents. lt offers the The Church in our island con- can dedicate themselves and 
leitmotif for a.Church which is tinues.to fucov'er and be faith- bear witness to·Christian val
convinced·ofthe renewal it has ful to its mission as it seeks to · ues in the_political, economic 
experienced unde~ the _all-trans- accompany men and women as and professional spheres -and in 
forming action of the Spirit. they journey•through _life. Far trade unions and other social· 
FaithfU:l to the spirit ofVatica.n from, abdicating her role as .bodies. , 
II, and in the light of the teach- , teacher and bearer of the Truth we are convinced .tliat the 
ing of Pope John Paul II, the Preached 'by. her ,Master;- she Holy Spirit'"has been guiding 
Church in Malta is fumly·com- strives to walk with them in the the Church during this marvel
mitted to being a sacrament ups and d0wns and in the · ·ious _synod experience. We are 
and a school ofcomiuunion. ·mean,derings they·experience. being summoned to be open to 

This synod documentrerili.nds -Al, sister, ·she,comm.its·herSelf the promptings of the Spirit 
all the members of-the Church anew to be in dialogue-with.all ,who at.this particular moll_lent 
in 10:alta of their dUty to con- men and women of.good 'l:Vill,. in· our history is calling the 
tinueforgingneW.bonds'ofcom-. including-those who.are luke- Church in-:Malta to be.sister• 
munion, to·strengthen existing warm, oI'_perhaps.limri.gon.t.6.e and-servant. This implies that 
ones and to heal where there is fringes of the Christian com- at all levels, ·we, the living
division or pobr collab6ration. munity, .if not outside· it. As a stones of the local Church; are 
The guiding light of the docu- servant-ChUl·ch, she seeks ,to being reminded of our duty, to 
ment comes from the Master's instill in her members a more . make a preferential o_ption for 
words: "May they all be one,. radical and authentic imifatiori· the poor and the margni.alised. 
just as, Father, you are in me of the Lord who "came not to.be Our responsibilities. are great. 
and I am-in_.y0u, so· that they served but to serve, and to give Let us not fear being prophetic 
also may be one in us, so that his life as a ransom for many" if we want to heal the- deep 
the world may believe it was (J,14;t 20,28). · · . wourids of division which exist 
you Who sent me" (Jn 17,21). The document on '~A Vision of in variour;i,facets of the Maltese 

While continuing-to regard the Church as Communion~, nation.Letusliveuptothec"a.11 
the Church- as mother' and like tli,e other seven synod doc- of being men and women for 
teacher, the communitarian dis- uments,o:ffers.aplethoraofpas- others and with others. Let us 
cernment during the various tor al suggestions for a mo:r::e not fear launching out into the 
phaSes •Of the synod has· vibrantChristiancommunityin deep! · · 
revealed another•image of the -Malta. _Among the many pro- · FrScerri was amemberoftbe 
Church,.indeed a Compli!men- posals (quit'e. a daunting task working group that prepar13d 
tary .image to the .one men- ahead for·tbe synol'i implemeri- the document on "A Vision of 
tioned and to which we have tation groups!), the following · the.Church as Com.munion"for 
been accustomed for centuries. are to be underlined: seeking tl1e SynodAssembly. 

A· New ·Consign1nent of 
Antiques Has Just Arrived!· 

J 
~ 

Mizzi Antiques 
. .Millennia . 
·Fo~CT 

Dons M1zz1: 79651288 • Desmond Mtz7.l 79239590 • Charles 13011-nici. 99486010 
Millert111a, Aldo Moro Road, Mru:sa. Tel: 21239660 www.millenma.co111.n1t , 

GREEN POIN1" 
. Environmental information 
may be obtained by 
sending an e-mail to 
epd_enquiries@mepa.org.mt 

11 

www.mepa.org.mt 

,.. euinfoslot,., 

Levies on foreign· wines 
· When We ·talk 3.Dout removal of leVJ-'. on··"fore-ign" wines; 
should.we understand tliose wines·originatingin Europe? 

. -Wmes coming from non-EU member states maY..oitill have a·levy 
_or· a restriction on•them depending on.whether-there is an agr_ee
ment between the EU and that non-EU country. More'information 
can be obtained from Taric website provided that you-have the HS 

· code of-the-product: http://ew.-opa.eu.int/commltaxation_cus-
to~s/dds/cgi-bin/tarchap?Lang".'EN . . · 

Ma/ta-EU Information Centr~ 
tcl:."'25909192; fox: .. 21227580. 

E-MAIL: euinfo.mk@magnet.mt: 
WEBSITE: W:'-'W·mi<:-org.mt 

., .. ;.,, Ji· ··•····•t•'''··•· '.;20 'Sarp~rfStreet;'·•>/i e JJ;an. etllivaiiet1a,tei: 212azs21 · · · ',-. ' .. .," , .. ,·,, •,, ..... ,_, .. , , .. _. ,,, .... ,, -" . : ,. ' ,,,. ' 

PASTA NIGHT 
Every Friday & Saturday Evening 
• Free lwlf bottle of 

local wine per person. 
Iro & Joe. 

look forward to 
hosting you. 
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6th Week lottery Winners 
Ms L Abela - Mosta 
Ms C Azzopardi - Xaghra 
Ms S Bondin - Balzan 
Ms S Delia - Mosta 
Ms N Mel - Marsascala 

Ms.A-Formosa - MarsascaJa 
Ms M Grech - Naxxar 
Ms K Laferla - Naxxar 

_ Ms R Tonna - St Lucia 
Ms M Bonnici - Sall Gwann 

- :11 

To participate In other weekly lotteries, Sweet Com labels can be malled to: 
Magro Brothers: (FoodsJ Ltd. xe,wkija Industrial Estate, Gozo·- Malta 

OP~71>'ll 

· West Africa Adventure 
On board the Intimate Royal Princess 

· · Departure from Malta: 28th November to Cape Town 
Visiting; Tunisia, Gibraltar, Morocco, Senegal, Jvory Coast, 

Ghana, Togo. Namibia and S0uth Africa. 
Starting from: Outside Cabin Lm795 pip twin sharing, 

for·amazing 20 day _itinerary Including port taxes. 
E1a;Jlidas Go~mment Fees; se/Wce ctierge & retum flights from Cape Town 

-!!!:J . . Call ThOOlas Smith oryo~r preferred Travel Agen! - ~ 
-.:'iilfF Thomas Smith rmve1 -...-.... , 
~ 12,'StC!iristopherStreet, Valletta\lLT06 IATA 

Tel: OOOT12255, 2124507.1, Email: ®!ses@tcsmith.com. Weti: www.tcsmlth.com 
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