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This is indeed a sii:gniﬁcan't
moment in the life of the People
of Ged in' Malta: The Dipcegan
Synod came to a colourfiil and
joyful close last June, during

"1 the celebration of the Pentecdst

Vigil, in front of thie Cathedral
church, in Mdina. In the mean-
time, the sweltering heat of the
past pummer mpnths did net

involved in the synoed procees’
from fajthfully pursuing their

In fact, the implementation
On September 29, the Arch-

bishop,

1
appreved the eight syned dogu-

when, iz 1999, be hed inaugu-

- | rated the synad, callihg it “an

extraordinary
Church in Malta”. .
The first dociment; which

has just been published, is that ©.

on “A Vision of the Church as

) Comzpunion”., -Many have

deacribed this text as pivotal

aud fundamental because it -

provides the important ey to
reading and interpreting the
other documents. It offers the

leitmotif for a . Chureh which is -

convinced of the renewal it has
experienced undes the all-trans-
forming detion of the Spirit.

Faithful to the syirit of Vatican.
% of the teach-

1], and in the lji
ing of Pope John Paul I7, the
Church in Malta is frmly oom-
mitted to being a gacrament
and a schoel of comrnunion.
This synod document reminds

all the members of the Gliurch .

in Malta of their duty to con-

tinue forging new bonds of com- -

munien, to-strengthen existing
ones and to heal where there'is
division or poor collabdration.
The guiding light of the decu-
ment comes from the Magter's

wordd: “May they all be one,--

just g5, Father, yon are in me
and I am:in you, so that they

also may be one in us, so'that.

the world may believe it was
yol who seng me?” (Jn 17,21),
While confinuing to regard
the Church.as mothersand
teacher, the communitarian dis.
cernment during the varjous
phases -of the synod
revealed another image of the
Chureh, indeed a complémens
tary image o the one men-
tioned and to which we bave
been accustorned for centuries.

deter many of those actively .

phase.of the synod is nowunder-
.| way.. R

Joseph Mercieca .

raents, four years-to the day.

grace’ for-the -

hag

Fr Hector S¢ef;ri o

‘The complementary image of sister
-and servant seeks to highlight other.
. dimensions of the life and m

the Churciin Malta.” -

tagks. No momentum was Jost. - -

ission of -

The new wvision- portrays a--
~Church which is sister snd ser--
vant. This. image. gradually -
came to light after-much active,
diseussion and profound reflec-
tion onthe realities we arenow
_ experi¢ncing, &s the People of
Géd in Malta at the davm of the -

. ‘are at the confluence of diverse

" cultures and contrastingvalyes.. -
. vis-a-vis individualswith dif- { [
- ferentneeds; an authentic spirit |- - L

Not that the traditional image
of mother and teacher is obso:
‘lote... Far from it! The compls-
mentary image of sister and
servant Seeks to hii?}light other
dimensions of the.life and mis- -
#lon of the Church in Malta.
The Church in our island con-
tinues to discover and be faith-
" ful to s mission as it seeks to
accompany men and women as
they journey through life. Far
from, abdicating her role as.
teacher and bearer of the Truth -
preached by. her Master; she
sirives to walk with them in the .
ups' and downs and in the
- -meanderings they experience. -
‘As sister, she.commits herself
anew to be in dialogue with all
men aad women of good will,,
including those who:ate luke-

warm, of perhaps living on-the -

fringes pf the Christian com- -
munity, if not outgide it. As a
servant-Church, she seeks to

instill in her members.a mora, .

‘radical and authentic imitation
of the Lord who “came not to be
served but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many”
(Mt20,28). -
The document on A Vigion of
the Church a5 Communion”,
.like the other seven synod doc-
uments, offers a plethora of pas-
toral suggestions for a more-
vilirant Chrigtian community in
‘Malta. Among the many pro-
posals {guite a daunting task
aliead for-the synctl. imjlalemexi-'
_tation groupsl), the following

third millenninm, living as we -
- the unique role of women in the

and discovering different min-"|
istries and talents in-the panish | .
comranity.(or pastoral zoze, or ;.
religious graup);-more collabo-
ration between priests and the |.
laity; cooperation among dioce- |

-gan 'and religious clergy; néigh- | - -

bouring - pafishes - sharmg "
human and materizl rescurces; |

Church; the parish community |- .

of communidn in parish-pas-
toral councils, ether paroc%.ial
groups, religious organisations
and rovemants; the formation
of Christian lay persons who
can dedicate themselves and
bear witness to'Christian val-

- ues in the pelitical, economic
-and professional gpheresandin

frade unjons antl other social’
bodies. - " ’
. We are convinced that the

" Holy Spirit has been guiding

the Ghureh during this marvel: |-

“Tous syned expenence. We are

being surmened to be open t0
the promptings of the Spirit

.who at this particular moment | ;|
in-oux, history is calling the s

Church in:Malta to be sigter

angservant. This implies that |
at all levels, we, tﬁe 1iving.
stones of the logal Church; are
being reminded of our duty to
make a preferential option for
the poor-and the marginalised.
Our respensibilities are great.
Let us not fear being prophetic
if-we want tc heal the deep

. wounds of division which exist

in varioug facets of the Maltese
nation. Let us live up to the call
of being men and women for
others and with others. Let us
not fear launching out into the |-
deep! ’ .
-Fy'Scerri was a member of the
worlting group thar prepared
the document on “A Vision of

" the Church as Communion” for

the Synod Assembly. .
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