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CHAP TER \Ill 

Arrival .\lal ra- \· :ilc t t.1 . 

MALTA, October 20th. 1 ~22. - . \ lth,_)ug-h t ill' 

cloudless day and l<l 11g· (·v< ·11i11:-..:· lud c , ·;t-.;t ·d tn 

lighten up the Isles ,,r I,rnia :u1d its rn" tlinb11d . 

a nd the weather was ~·radu ;tlh· ., ..... ... 11 111i 11,. tlw 111,m,· 
• , < .-. I 

frag ile a nd varied featun· ()f .1 11 , i1,p<,~i tc· ") (·:'l s\)11 . 

still, before we le ft the c u.1-.,t ,,r L ; 1 irn ", .1 1H l f()r a 

t ime bade adieu tu its land ~~ 1, l· 11 111 yrtl <' , 

nothing like the s trong \,·inds , ii \\ 11 1t l ·r had Y< ·t 

visited us ; and the souther ly dv, ·li 11 i11 .~- ~un o frc 11 

ma intained all the tcmµ cra 11 u : ;l!ld I ,t-.tuty ()I 

summer, from its earlies t dawn t<> hi s dq lartur<.: 

in the west. T he last of the isles whi ch m · -, ,1\,. 

w as Zante, a nd richly beautiful as that island i~ 

in its great central vale and ri ch grove~ , ,f :-: rn 11 

olive trees, so di<l we leave it smiling· undcT tl w 
/. . 

redundancy of its gathered crops, and it , l n·~li 

budding hopes of the future; and whi ll · ." ' 11; ,,·t· 
were wafted along between it and the \1 11n·:t. it 

was displayed to us in all its insular prid<·. IJ~- , 1-, 

beautiful a da y as ever illum ineJ the lw ,t \-c- 11s. :--i , > 

coy, however, was the Lrec.:zc, as if soften ·d by th1 • 
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very my rtk: through which it had been wafted, 

it was long before the island was distanced to our 
view. and for the greater part of the day, we were • 

1110\·ing at no great distance from the rude line of 
whit<.: cli ffs. with which the southern shore meets ·. 
the Afr ican wave. 

As n ig ht approached and obscured the fair scene 
fmm ou r view, the breeze gradually freshened up, 
and the rndc winds of the ocean soon snatched us 
a~·ay to encounter the perils of their open career. 
Tlw last rays of the c\·cning sun were just seen on 

the distant outline of Zacynthus :and the Morea 

when the lig_ht wandering clouds (which had been 

seen follo wing up t,hc day's career in the west, and 

in thvir cunstantly
1 

varying forms and beauty be

decking- ou t that part of the hemisphere) soon 

Lwctmc thic kly embodied before us: and instead of 

tlw siln.:n..:d smile which they e xhibited at sunset, 

now hruud('(l the blackest curtain o f the night, and 

seemed only omin ously waiting to burst in all the 

tc rr()rs of th(' thunderstorm over our heads. For

tunately. howcn .: r. they passed to the southward· of 

u<-;, aml, in t t1e very rapid and long-continu~d dis
charge of dectric 'ti re with which they continued to 

lig hten up the hca\·crts, became for some hours 
o ujec ts of the most magnificent, if not of awful 
conte mplation. 

In su lated by themselves. o\·er the wide expanse 
of S('a , and far from the mountain's peak, or any 
elc, ·ated object. these \' hides of nattfre's fire, or 

:, 



'.\L\ LT .\ l 1. 

concen trated elect ricity. had not an , ,bj cct t (I \\ t :t k 

their v.· rath 0 11. but 111 , ·; tn ( ,us p:trts . apµea rcd 

at war wi th each o th er, an d · wvrc bL111 chi11~· 

their g lcnving- bolts of liq uid tin· ;1 t l : \ ·<-ry littl (· 
boch- <J f wandering yapo ur ' t h ;1 t :q >pr< ,;1 t hed th em . 
This commot ion a pp ea red in snmc 111c~t~urc to he 

kept up by the lJrc t ·1.c whi l' h was thc11 hlu \,·i 11 g·, f11r 

the fn rms of the · c l() l! ds \H~1-v ' (>ll :-i t ,L11tly c h ;L11~·i11 g. 

a s was seen by th e ck;t r l:unbc1 1t lh 11H ·. \\ hid1 t·n:ry 

two .;cronds kept pl. t! i11 .~· ;1 r< )111h l the \\ h ,k cknri ,· 

nn· ~ ; l!l d li\" lh il l111J1 ·. ui n,~· t · l(t •1' l t·h :lll · •·i 11•. 1 .·t..: < ·' • ' ' ,-, ,-, , ] 

c.> ftcn the <..hrk 1) 1·,,(1l <· "' dw \l t ,11 ·1 i11t, , :L 11·l, ,\,i1 1· 1 ,-.. ,-.. 

bod\' o f i ig·ht. ;u·,,111 HI wli·1 ·li <·\ · T \ . :-- t .l i' \\ ,l :-. t· ., t 11 

gui shcd t,, t lw c \·< · < i( t !1( · 1 wh, ,k n i 11 t li < · :-;1 lJ ' 1 Ln · 

ether ()f 11 i~·ht. :\, , t !H: 1Hl<T :11,·1,rn 11,L 11iql thi~ 

li <rhttlilll>', 1wrh; tj) S rr, >111 t li (: ( i n- rn 1'-, l, llll l' lllt, ' l ll i •> l11Cd 
~ ,-., 

abt >n·. o r el se fr()lll tlw r, ri 1;Lti,()) ,.f r:t i11 Jlf\l takin .~ 

place. .Fron~ th e ra pid 111 .urn ·r i11 ,,-h;ch th v hn.T1.t..' 
' j 

was dr iv ing th :tl1ll1.~. th c:T i 11te r c:-, Li n~ ()Lj cl ts we re 

fast di min ishi ng t <, 1 lllr ,·i; ·\,·, lii ut c·u:n ;tt - a l:ttc 

hour they were ohscrn:d C<H1t(· 1Hling- throug·h(lut 

their ae rial tract, 111 all th e r,ny di sL:() rd of th (·i r 

insulated si tua tion. 
The weather. tho ug·h sqt1ally. pn,,·cd f:1 , ·,)11rablc 

for our passage to :Malta, a nd 011 tlw third 111orni11g· 

afterwards the island was in sig·ht. a11d \\T were 
safely anchored in th t:.: quarantine harhn u r , it \· ;1lctta. 

before nine o'clock A.M .. th / s; uw.; day. .-\ cc usto mcd 

as we had been to the ,·crda nt scenery ()f Corfu, aml 

the olive-clad mountains of Cn·ccc. the lo w r()cky 
E 
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011tl ; 1t ,if t hi - ·--l.i11d h • .1d ;\ mo ·t barren and unin. 
, • .:._!· ,lJl p< ·,1; ,. • •·. ,tnd wen· it hi ·tory unknown, 

Id 11.1·, · .1, h h,t\T cc nclu<l d th c n > such 
·n :('t with any indu em nt t, 

, ,.._ \\,, ild it have been thought the t the 
·, ,,, ,11 lud h' ·n contended for with all the 

, · •. \ t) t n·lig-irnis heroism; and that walls had beeh 
, ,, 1 ,, l , 111 it which laughed to scorn the overwhelm

, · 1 ~'. I ,, l\\'t'f and wrath of Mahomet, and . preserve 
il:i-.., <L1y what he wished to have swept from · 

r h, ,·.inh . 

( >( the all importance of the place the stranger 
j..., soon convinced on a pproaching it; for the elevated 
churches and thick groups o f buildings with which 
tht: island is cm·ered, s()on disclose themsel~es, here 
;111<.l there rC'aring· up thei r summits in the full pride 
of architectural lJl·aut,·. ' l'he a pp roach t () \ 'a l tta is 

, I 

a vC'ry pretty sight, and l'S J> Ti;til~ .t , ,>rning 
"hen the 1·arly sun illuminat ·s it as ri~in~ m·t of 

th< · ,,·a,Ts in al l tlw impregnability of its mass of 
\,·;tll:-, and sca -Lcatc 11 ramparh. It then presents a 

1111 ,...,t singula r. though beautiful , appearance; for, 
uIJlikt' the more n :r<lant outline of most other 
i-.,lands, or lofty profile of hills , ar und which the 

\\'()rks of ar t in the distance are e ntirely lost , matter 
bursts at once from the horizon in its showy archi
t('cturc:. On nearing the port , the city of Valetta 
prt>. t·nts a noble and impo ·ina app arance with its 
r;unp,trt..., and walls springing up from the waves, 
and its palaces and streets piled up behind each 
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other; while not a rocky spot " ·it hill tlw \\ ;tll :-i 
seen uncove red by buildin.~·s; ;tll <if \\ hi\·h. fr,,,n th<· 

na ture o f the stone. rctk:c t str() ng ly th <· l i:.-: l1t : ;rnt! 

when seen fro m sca-\\·ard at sunr i~< · l<H>b , lih · t l (' 
gilded mass o f some fanC\·-built ci t\·. 
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I 2. J THACA 

Is also a good anchorage in the hot season ; though 
it is sterile it is dry, and possesses few or no sources 
of hurt ful miasma. 

13. MALTA 

Is perhaps as free as any situation Ill the ~Iediter
ra nean from every terrestrial source of unhealthiness ; · 
and Valetta a happy immunity from the disturbing or 
injurious effects resulting from changes of ,vind, being 
situated in the north and having its Sirocco winds, 
ameliora ted by their first traversing the surface of the 
island. 

Considerable febrile sickness, howcn .: r, has at times 
obtained in Malta harbour, and in the summer of I 823. 
the ship's company of H. ?\1.S. E11 }yalus suffered a 
good deal from these complaints. whicl1 I attributed in a 

great deg ree from their sleeping on shore exposed to 

the foul effluvia emanating from the upper encl of the 
creek. where lies stag nant water. and the veg-etable 

arket. 
In May of thi s ye~ir. the day sun wc).s strong, while 

the nights were very cold when the wind was from 
the southward, which if frequently was. 

T hus congestions were ea; ily induced in those 
terns, replete from drinking fluids. and were assisted 

tly by their expansion during the heat of the day. 
In winter the northerly winds are always rendered 
e t ·t;nperate Ly their passage over the intervening 

they leave the cold surface of Europe: while 
y 
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along t he sou thward of Greece these winds are felt in 

all their or ig inal frigidity. 

Th e oppos ite result s obtain in late sum~er: the 
north<'r ly ~-inds a rc cool at l\lalta, and hot and dry on 
th e so uth sho res o f Greece. 

I ha\-c see n in March a fall o f hailstones lie about 
an inch in dep th , and a t thi s time of the year the 
\rinds sonwt imcs fro m th e ir g reat and frequent changes 

l<J <' tl wi r clis tin ·t ivc characte rs. Thus I have seen the 
S. F. () r Siroc o cloudy, cold , a nd wet, and the W. 
;111<. l S. \ \ ·. m·i t hc r m ild nn r warm. ari s ing from the 

l rcq tw11t chan,---'."(·s t •).· si, · .. ~- back a nd fo rwa rds the mass 

11( ,:l1,ud--. , tt, d ;1 t m< J~jl lwr ; ~ s tr~tta. 

1 ~- Sw 11.Y 

·1 h,· 1H1th ;rntl <H1 tli <·;ts t c: rl \' sho res o f Sicily are 

li,Llil<- L11 ~-i-, .tt , ·1( 1~ iu1<ks <if wt·athl'I·. a nd the Sirocco 

t lit rt · i:--. tll t ll h t (1111pla irn ·d <> f lJy ;di tra \· ·lle rs . 

I _::;. :'\ .\l 'LI. S 

I L j.._ 11n·cll<·ss t<> ~1wak of the beau tiful and breezy 
Hay () f .\: a plcs: tlw refreshin g salubrity o f it is 
I JrmTrhia l : hu t re markable \'ici ss ituclcs occur never

t lwl<·ss i11 th C' climate on a change o f wind, from off 

t lw sL·a o r t he la nd : m odified materially again by the 

.\pc11n irn · ri dg-c l c in .~ covered with snow, or rever

l )(' rat i 11 .~~- t h<' heat o f an a utumnai sun. 

I 11 ~ 1 >\Tm bcr , S :! 2 the weather was very variable, 

~·ol d and wet. and bowel complaints greatly prevailed. 


