I - ALPHABET ~ 4
The Maltese Alphabet consists of 29 letters, i. e. 5 vowels (fa, e, i,'
0, u); 2 semi-consonants (j, w); and 22 consonants (the rest).

Letter Name Example \
a A Alla (God) Dar (house) Mara (woman)
b Be Barri (Ox) Abjad (white) Ktieb (book).
¢ Ce Carruta (rag) Cafeéaf (splash) Wice (face)
d De Dnub (sin) Midfun (buried) Id (hand)
e E Elf (thousand) Rebha (victory) Le (no)
i Fe = Fqir (poor) Tifel (boy) Tarf (end)
& Ge Gobon (cheese) Tigieg (hens) Tarag' (stairs)
g Ge Giddieb (lizr) Niggez (prick) Legleg (drink)-
gh Ghajn Ghiorfa (cottage) Baghal (mule) Bejgh (sale) -
h Akka Hena {(happiness) Deheb (gold) Ibleh (fool) *
i He Helu (sweets)  Taht (below) Ruhi (soul)
i I Isfar (yellow) Tin (figs) Idi (my hand)
i Je Jum (day) Tajieb (good) Haj (living) -
k * Ke Kelb (dog) Tikteb (write) Ismek (yogp farne)
1 g4l Lalam (meat) Telgha (ascend)  Artal (altar)
m Im Mera (mirror).  Tama (hope) Omm_ (mthgf)'
n In  Nemla (ant) | Dinja (world) pin (religion)
0 @) Ogtila (higher)"} Hobz (bread) - Go (inside) »
D Pe Plajja (shore) 5‘., Cpar (mist) | 7 Tapp (cork)
q Qe  Qattus (cat) Tieqa (window) Gherq (tendon)
Ir Ratial (village)  Marid {sick) Bir (well) -
Se Salib (cross) Musmar (nail) Ras (head)
Te Togba (hole) | Pitazz (copy-book) i Art . (land)
U Ugigh (suffering) Hut (fish) Dudu (worm)
Ve Vistu (mourfiing) lva (yes) Vwajjev (fittle child)
W We  Wied (alley) Tewba (penitence) Sew (correct)
' Xe Xemx (sun) '* Kaxxa (box) Raxx (aspersion)
Ze Zalzett (sausage) |Tazza (glass) Mazz (bundle)
“Ze'~+ Zaqq (belly) 7 urzieqa (declivity) Hobz (bread)s



11" - SIGNS

Signs in Maltese Orthography are used :

(A) To give sounds to vowels (Accent)

(B) To show where a letter is missing (Apostrophe)

. (C) To join words (Hyphen)

(D) To separate phrases and give to same expression (Full-

stop, comma, semi-colon, etc.)
A - ACCENT: There are three: 1. Short-acute (7); 2. Short-
grave (™ ); 3. Long-circumflex (~).
Rule 1. - Accents are not marked in writing and are here inserted
only for the convenience of the student.

Example - Féhem, he understood; géwnak, wing ; sif, wool.

R. 2. - Accents always fall on a vowel.

Ex. - Twil, tall ; fjar, flower.

R. 3 - No words can have more than one accent.

Ex. - G#dda, to-morrow ; giddda, he passed ; gkdda, usage.

R. 4 - The sound t¢ (a long a) has always a long accent. If
therefore a long syllable is added to a word or if the syl-
lable becomes long, the accent moves forward.

Ex. - Missier, father ; missirijiet, fathers.

R. 5 - After a short-acute accent there should be only one con-
sonant.

Ex. "~ Méra, mirror ; rigel, leg.

R.6 - A‘i*er a short-grave accent there should be two conson;mts

Ex. - Batejt | suffered ; sibt, 1 found.

R. 7 - After a le@ accent there should be one consonant or

nothing.
Ex. .- Dnb, sin; %\he took.

R. 8 - The accent does no occur earlier than the penultimate
syllable. O\M °

Ex. - C‘aqlembma, see-saw ; '_szr'n'ihémlu, we broke them

" for him.

R. % The accent, therefore, moves forward if the prolongation
“of a word would otherwise lgave the accent further h’nk
“Ban the penultimate.

Ex. - Qfina, we killed ; gtilniekon, we killed them.

R. 10 - Loaned words are generally adapted to the gemuq of the
language by omitting the short vowel of the pculhmate
syllable or by moving the'accent.
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Ex. - Canonicu - from Sicilian ( Canon ) becomes Kanonku.
Carambola - from Italian - (Cannon - In Billiards game )
becomes Aarambola.

B - APOSTROPHE :

R. 11 = The apostrophe denotes the omission of a letter. :

Ex. - F’rasu, in his head, for f¢ rasu. X’gkandu, what is
the matter with him, for ¢ gkandu. Rafa’, he raised,
for rafaghk. Il fuq, above, for 12l fuq.

R. 12 - Here it is important to note that there is only one article

in the Maltese Language (L) used for both genders and
also for both numbers.

Ex. - Ii-kelb, the dog. Il-mara, the woman. Il-qtates, the
cats. Il-bagar, the cows. L-eghdewwa, the enemy.
L-armla, the widow.

In the first four examples the ¢ () is prosthetic and is
added for euphony’s sake; therefore is not required
before vowels or letters commencing with an % or g7#.
E.g. L-giamla, the form. L-iena, the happiness.
L-omm, the mother.

From this follows that the apostrophe should never be
shown between the article and the noun, but always
the hyphen.

€ - HYPHEN:

R. 13 - The Hyphen is used to join words which are so closely
united in sense and pronounciation as to constitute a unity.

Ex. - Il-ghamla, the form. Iz-zatt, the shore. L-eghdewwa,
the enemy. Bawxz-bazz, s/cretly Hmistaz-il sena,
fifteen years.

D - OTHER SIGNS: Comma, full-stop, etc.
Are those in general use in European languages.

- 1l - SOUNDS

R. 14 - The five vowels a, e, i, 0, and %, have two Sounds:
(a) Long and {b) Short, and are all pronounced 48 in Italian.

Ex. - Long sound: Dér, house. Cénra, supper’ Hin, time.
K0k, cook. Sdr, bastion. Short sound Habib, friend:
Feles, wedge. Bidla, change. Hobb, breast Kull, every‘wf'*"
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R 15 - The semi-consonants J and w have always the same
sound wherever they are passed.
The j has the consonantal value of the English ¥ ; and
the w that of the English .
Ex. - Jum, day. Tajjeb, good. Gej, coming. Wara, behmd
: Sewwa, truth. Sew, correct.

R 16 - Consonants have normally the same sound if are preced-

: ed or followed by a vowel.

Ex. - Gajdra, oyster. Gendus, bull. Gidba, lie. Godli, fleshy.
Gumna, cable.

N. B. In English the same letter may have different
sounds e.g. Gate and General.

As also in Italian e. g. Gallo and Genuino.
Following is a list of all consonants and their respective
sounds as compared with the same letter in Engli h:

F 17 - The consonants b, d, f, {, m, n, p, r, 8 ¢, and v, have
the same value as their corresponding charactcrs in
English.

Ex - Barra, outside, as in blow. Dawl, light, as in door.
Far, rat,as in full. Lej/, night, as in long. Mera, mirror,
as"in mirror. Nar, fire, as in nmight. Plajja, shore, as in
puppet. Ras, head, as in rival. Salib, cross, as in sun.
“Togba, hole, as in time. Vistu, mourning, as in velvet.

R. 18 - Th\sgund of the remaining consonants are not represen-
ted in quhsh with ome consonant.

Ex. - Cajta, joke,qs in church. Gemna, paradise, as in general i
Gajdra, oystery. as in gate. Ghajjur, jealous, as in
borrough. Hena, oy, as in hour. Halliel, thief, as in
horse. Keld, dog, aswttle. Qualb, heart. No equiva-
lent. Is a strong guttural ™%

 Xemx, sun, as in 8kine. Zohk, trunk, as in hats Zejt,
. oil, as in zebra, or muzzle. |
“IN.B. Note this exception : fhe aspirated “ /% ” sounds -
as “%” in these three woriis -
Hejja, he prepared. Hiemi, happy. Jmmebhg, they
resemble each other. !



IV - COGNATE CONSONANTS

Consonants have one sign for each sound, and only
one sound is represented by each sign except where
assimilation occurs. Consonants are therefore to be
classified into: 4 - Sonants. B - Surds. C - The rest.

A -Sonanis: b, ©i G2, w0 i g9, g%, k.

Bit Surds . P, 5l Lis, e ot iw, ke, hiida

C - Therest: l) m, n, q, r, 2.

R. 19 - Sonants when final or followed by a surd, by an % or
by a g take on the sound of the surds which corres-
pond to them.

Ex. - Bieb, door, sounds biep. Btie#s, yards, sounds ptiefe.
Cervy, deer, sounds Cerf. Hadid, iron, sounds Hadit.
D#alt, 1 entered, sounds tZalt. Qbiz, jumping, sounds
qbis. Zfin, dancing, sounds sfin. Tieg, marriage, sounds
tiec. Gfien, men-of-war, sounds c¢fiem. Spag, string,
sounds spak. Bejgh, selling, sounds bejti. Tah, he
gave him, sounds #ah.

R. 20 - A surd when followed by a sonant takes the sound of
the sonant which corresponds with it. :

Ex. - Fdal, residue, sounds vdal. Tbatija, suffering, sounds
dbatija. Sdieri, waistcoats, sounds zdiers. Xbajt,
I am fed up, sounds gbayt.

R. 21 - X when preceded by P or T assumes the sound of C;
and when preceded by S or Z kills their sound.

Ex. - Grawdxi; a Gozitan, sounds GHawi. Ma ridix, 1 did
not want, sounds ma riccMa jorfiosx, will not be
cheaper, sounds, ma jorfioxx. Taqbizx, do not jump,

‘ sounds taqbixx. 'y

R. 22 - T and D if preceded by an 8 assume the sound of a Z.

Ex. - G#%adsa, a dive - from g#odos. Ghatsa, a sneeze -
from g7Zatas, and gfazza, a lentil, all sound as the latter.

R. 23 - H if preceded by GH or H assumes the sound of an H.

Ex, = Tagkhom, theirs, sounds takhiom ; moﬂhdm their
~ brains, sounds moeZ%hom.

R. 24 - If semi-consonants are preceded by another consonant
one is dropped.



Bx.: =

From sawwal, he struck, follows sawtu, they struck,
for sawwtuw.

‘From mejjet, dead, follows mejta, dead - femmme

gender, for mejjta.

R. 25 - If double consonants are preceded by a third consonant

E}( . e

of the same sound, one is dropped.
Mohﬁhom, their brains - Vide Rule 23, becomes motikom.
Gedddw from gedded, they renewed, becomes geddw.

R. 26 - Consonants should also be divided into: A - Solar

Ex; 4 -

(C; D, N RS, T X, Z Z)and B - Lunar( B, F,
G 6. GH, H, H K, L M. P, 4, V).

The article “Z” through assimilation assumes the sounds
of the Solar Consonants which precede it.

I¢-céraret, the rags, and not tl-craret; id-dar, the
house, and not il-dar; ixz-zemz, the sun, and not
tl-zemx; 12-2ejt, the oil, and not ¢I-2ejt. And ¢l-gajdra,
the oyster, ¢l-qalb, the heart, etc.

R. 27 - It follows from all preceding rules that in Maltese the

e

radical letters of a word should be preserved even when
pronounciation is altered, not like in English.

Bit#a, btiefzs (pronounced pteeki) - Inscribe, scripture,
both from secribere.

R. 28 - If difficulty arises as ‘to the correct way in which certain

Ex: -

words should be spelled the student should insert a
vowel after the doubtful consonant.

Zfin, “pronounced sfim, as in zifen; qalb, pronounced

galp as in galbi; marridx pronounced marric as in
marrtdux.

R. 29 - Students are also‘liable to make mistakes when placing

Ex. ¢ -

the silent GH or H'in_words. In such cases they should
take as a model an idémigally formed letter containing
an H. , .

Baghal, mule; bghula, mules; as in rahnl, village,
rhula, villages. Ghamel, hf made - Past tense, aghmet,
make - Imperative; as in halef, he swore, ahlef, swear.
Fewma, opinion, and hene, happiness; as |in zehla,
throw, and helu, sweets. | '

V - DIPHTHONGS

A diphthong is a combination of two vowel sounds and
T 8 St ;



R. 30

Ex.
R. 31

Ex.
R. 32

Ex.

R. 33
Ex.

R. 34

Ex.
R. 35

Ex.

36

in Maltese there are no real diphthongs. However the
letters e, aj, aw, ow, ja, wa are often heard, so an
explanation about them is not out of place.

= Ie is frequently derived from a long @ and should be

considered as representing one letter and pronounced
like a long 7, equivalent in English to a long e.

Bieb pronounced Bee-ep - Vide Rule 10.

Aj, aw, ow, ja, wa being composed of a vowel and a
semi-consonant, cannot be considered, therefore, as
diphthongs.

Sewwa, truth. Ejja, come. Gew, they came. Haj, living.
When an ¢ or a % follow the consonant g% they are
pronounced @j and ow. ;
Tieg#i, mine, pronounced in Maltese tieg7Zaj, which
sounds in English like fee-i. G7#uda, a piece of wood,
pronounced ‘in Maltese g#owda, which in English
sounds ow-da.

VI - SYLLABLES

A word can have one or more syllgbles.

1. Dar, house; 2. Ri-#a, smell; 3. Twis-si-ja, warning ;
4. Cag-lem-bu-ta, see-saw ; etc. etc.

A syllable can consist of one vowel or a vowel with
one or more consonants.

I-kel, ara, fih. e T 1

It therefore follows that in each syllable there should
be a vowel and only one vowel y
Bir, well; qat-tus, cat; gis-sir-nihom-lu, we broke them
for him; tunl tall, and not thil (VldC Rule’ 2) ;, cong,
maumed, and not ciong; Zu-za, head of halr and not
Tu-ia, S
Between the vowel of a syllable 'and that of another
syllable there should be a consonant.

Tar-bi-ja, baby, and not tar-bi-a. £
The consonant between a vowel of a syl ybé and that
of another syllable may be the aspirated #and should
not be confused with the consonant _//z/ér semi-conso-
nant J.

De-hebd, gold ; bluhe, foohshn 55 : f‘i-hﬂ; in it, and. not

fi-gha or fi-ja.
— g P



R 38 =

Ex./.

R. 39 -

e
{

If a word which begins with ¢ or #%, is preceded by a
“word which ends by a vowel the @ and the % shall be
exchanged by the semi-consonant 7 and w.

Malli jqum, as soon as he wakes, and not malli iqum.
Hafna wcuh, several faces, and not %Zafna wcuh.

If however the .initial vowel is accented or the word
derives from a foreign language, the exchange does

" not apply.

Ex;: /wd

R. 40 -

B
R. 41 -

Ex. -
R. 42 -

Ex, ‘e
R. 43 -

B . SO
R. 44 -

R. 45 -

| 3 ¢ P

R. .46 -

By, =
R. 47 -

Aghtini idek, shake hands, and not ag#htini jdek.
Mara ingliza, an English woman, and not mara ngliza.
A word of two syllables is divided immediately after
the long vowel.

Ra-gel, a man; qra-ti, tribunals; mie-ta, tariff.

The liquid consonants !, m, n, 7, 9%, go with the long
vowel when they occur before another consonant.
Diel-ja, vine; %ar-su, look; giegh-da, she is situated.
The liquid consonant 2 goes however with any of the
liquids immediately following it.

Do-mna, devotional medal.

Compound words consisting of a word and a suffix
beginning with a consonant, are divided by separating
both words.

Had-hom, he took them; ras-ia, our head.

A suffix consxstmg of only one consonant goes with

“the last syllable in the division of words.

Haldih, leave him.

A wordhof two syllables having a short streseed vowel
in the\hrst syllable.is divided from the consonant im-
mediately following the stressed vowel.

Jig-bor, he_tollects; déh-er, he appeared= qag*-od, he
stood ; qas-ba, eape..

A word of twao syllabies” hqvmg a long or a short ¢
accent on the last syllable, i§ divided after the consonant

‘ following the unstressed v%wel of the first syllablc

Sub-ien, boys; git-an, devil, ghod-ost,.I dived.

A word of more than two Syliables is ! divided by the
principle. of counting the syllables rhythmically. Fou
words ending in a suffix apply also Rule 44.
Twis-si-ja, warning ; gho-tor-n@, we stumbled ;
7iat-tej-nih, we demolished it
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