
BllTORY or TBI 
MALTA. POLICE ByM.M.T. Part 2 

The first task aUotited to 
the new Force was the tiaking 
of preventive and remedial 
measures to combat the pla
guie of 1814. Prndamation X 
of 1814 shows how the Force 
tackled this arduous task and 
g•ives the 'Chain of command 
of the corps. This proclama
tion mads: 

1. The Inspector General of 
Police, who wiH receive his or
ders direct from His Excellency 
the Governor, shaU be the 
Head of the whole Police in 
the Island, and shal'I give such 
or.ders and instructions upon 
all points conneoted with the 
Police, as the naturre of the 
case may require. 

2. Under t'he Inspector Gene
neral· there shaU be two Depu
ties, whose orders as coming 
from him are strictl<y to be at
tended to, and in VaHetta there 
shaH be in addition, three Ad
jutiants, the one to be consi
dered as Adjutant for the Ma
rina, and that part of the Town 
to the Southward of S·trada 
R'eale, the second of Strada 
Reale, and the Districts to the 
Northwards, and the third of 
Eloriana ,whos'e orders as com
ing from the Inspector Gene
ral, are equally to be attended 
to. 

3. The Deputy of each Dist
rict has, under the Inspector 
General, the charge of the Po
l!ice in his own D.strict. - He 
shall forthwith with the aid of 
his clerk, make out an accu
rate return of t'he whole of the 
pop,ulati'On within his District; 
and he wHI take care that at 
the door O'f each house there 
be affixed a list of all persons 
residing therein, which list is 
to be corrected weekly, and a 
copy thereof regularly trans
mitted to the Inspector Gene
ral. 

It shaH be the duty of ithe 
Deputy f,requently to call forth 
the inhabit!ants of such houses, 
to see that they are in perfect 
health; and he will take care 
"!!hat the Sick Searcher under 
him be constantly and unre
mittingly emloyed in enquiring 
into the health of the District, 
and that regular reports thereof 
be sent to the Inspector Ge
neral's Office every three days, 
when no case of sickness oc-

curs; but when such does oc
cur, a report must inst!antly be 
made to the Inspector Gene
ral, who will communi·cate the 
same to the Proto-Medico, that 
the necessary measures may 
be fortlhwith adopted to as
certain the nature of the com
plaint; and the l,atter with this 
view, will appoint regular Me
dical p,ractitioners to superin
tend the health o·f the various 
Districts. 

The said Deputy wiM equaHy 
take care that the "Capi delle 
Strade" under him do, in their 
respective streets, make simi
lar visits and regularly report 
to him the occurrences t'hernin. 

Forms of the different re
ports to be made, will be tran
smitted to the Deputies by 
the Inspector General. . 

4. As nothing is more ma
te,riaUy conducive to· the pre
servation of he·alth, and the 
prevenNon of Contag,ious In
fection, than the urt-most atten
tion to cleanliness, the Deputy 
of t'he District is particularly 
charged wi'h thi·s es·sential ob
ject; - and the Sergeant of 
P'Olice under him will consider 
this as a most important part 
of his duty. No dirt is permit
ted to be thrown inlto the 
streets, but must be carried to 
such places as S'hal·I be pointed 
out by the Supe·rintendant of 
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the streets, and sanctioned by 
the Inspector General. 

The Deputy, the Siclk Search
er, and the Sergeant of Police, 
wil·I make frequent visits in,o 
all Lodg,ing Houses, Magazines, 
Stores, Cellars and all low 
buildings, - and report, when
ever they find any such bu:ld
ings not perfectly clean, and 
in proper order, to 1!he In
spector General who is charg
e·d w:ttih enforcing due attention 
to this most important object. 

Members of t'he new Corps 
below the rank of Ac'.ljutant be
came known as s·ergeants of 
police. Incidentally the mini
mum height requirnd to en ist 
in the new police force was 
five feet five inches. 

King Tom then regrouped 
the three Maltese milita,ry con
tingents namely the 'Maltese 
Provincial Battalion', the Mal
tese Veterans' and the 'Ma'.ta 
Coast Artillery into one infant
ry regiment known as the RO
Y AL MALTA FENCIBLE REGI
MENT. Fendble in those days 
meant that the regiment was 
raised for local deifence duties 
and that it was not subj'ect to 
overseas service. 

This regiment which was 
founded in 1815 beside's m:li
tary and coast guard duties 
performed civil police serv:ce, 
the Police Force and the Fen
cible ReQ'iment were under the 
same command, that of Fran
cesco Rivarola and there W"'S 
much flexibil'ity and interchan
geability of duties between the 
two forces. 
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