FRAK TA’ STORJA FL-GHARB
1560 -1599
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ll-Popolazzjoni
Fi-1851, |-Gharb kellu popolazzjoni ta’ 1411 (674- irgiel; 737 nisa) (1). Sa ghaxar snin wara 1861, il-popolazzjoni
kienet telghet ghal 1449 (2).

Skont i¢-Censiment li sar fit-3 ta’ Mejju, 1871, I-Gharb kellu popolazzjoni ta’ 1552 ruh ( 745-irgiel; 807-nisa) li skont
l-istess Censiment kienu jogoghdu f’dawn it-toroq:

Trig Total Irgiel Nisa
San Lawrenz 132 64 68
Rocon 64 28 36
Wileg 78 41 37
Wied Merill 72 31 41
Ciangura u Fungus 52 30 22
Torre 35 16 19
Via Casal Garbo 64 30 34
Strada San Pietro 141 64 77
Tat-Trux 190 95 95
Mingur 20 9 11
Tal-Virtu 35 18 17
Birbuba 149 69 80
Blata 186 98 88
Chiesa 105 50 55
Sdieri 50 19 31
Nuova and Pinu 29 11 18
Via Ghammar 148 70 78
Internal Police Force 2 2 0
1552 745 807 (3)

Sa ghaxar snin wara (1881), il-popolazzjoni tal-Gharb
kienet telghet ghal 1630. Sal-1891, il-popolazzjoni tal-
Gharb kienet nizlet b’wiehed ghal 1629. lzda, biex San
Lawrenz sar parrocéa ghalih f1-1893, u b’hekk ingata
mill-Gharb, il-popolazzjoni tal-Gharb f-1901 nizlet ghal
1091 (4).

Servizzi tal-Gvern

Matul dan il-perijodu I-Gharb kellu tliet servizzi tal-Gvern
li kienu : Il-Korp tal-Pulizija, |-Iskola Primarja tal-Gvern
(5) u t-tabib tal-Gvern.

Dwar il-Korp tal-Pulizija, minn rapport dwar il-Korp tal-
Pulizija bid-data tat-3 ta’ Frar 1860, nafu li fl-Gharb
kien hemm stazzjonati zewg pulizija li kienu 1 (1st Class
Constable) u 1 (2nd Class Constable) (6). Mi¢-Censiment
li sar fit-3 ta’ Mejju 1871, nafu li n-numru ta’ pulizija
stazzjonati kien ghadu l-istess, jigifieri, ta’ tnejn (7).

Is-Servizz tat-Tabib tal-Gvern fl-irhula ta’ Ghawdex jaf
il-bidu tieghu fl-1848, meta I-Gvern hatar zewg tobba
ghal dan il-ghan (8). B’effett mill-1 ta’ Dicembru 1859,
Dr Edoardo Sammut inhatar bhala Tabib tal-Gvern ghar-
Rabat u I-irhula tal-Gharb, Zebbug, Sannat u Xewkija (9).
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In-nies tal-Gharb xtaqu li ghas-servizz taghhom ikolthom
tabib li jkollu angas irhula x’jiehu hsieb. Ghal dags tant,
fl-1871, il-Kan. Arcipriet tal-Gharb, Dun F.S. Debrincat,
il-Kantur tal-Katidral Kan. Dun Guiepp Agius u nies
ohra mill-Gharb, fit-18 ta’ Settembru 1871 baghtu talba
lill-Gvern biex jinhatar tabib ghall-irhula tal-Gharb u
z-Zebbug f'Ghawdex. B’risposta ghal din it-talba, nhar
it-3 ta’ Ottubru 1871, I-Agent Segretarju Principali tal-
Gvern, R.C. Leigh, kiteb hekk f'isem il-Gvern lill-Aréipriet
Debrincat u lil dawk li ghamlu t-talba:

“Gentlemen, { am directed by the Officer Administering
the Government to acknowledge the receipt of your
application of the 18th ultimo, on the subject of the
appointment of a Police Physician, for Casals Garbo and
Zebbug in Gozo and to acquaint in reply that the Officer
Administering the Government regards taht he is unable
to entertain your request” (10).

F'Dicembru 1877, Dr Edoardo Sammut M.D. li issa kellu
69 sena, u li kien ilu mas-servizz tal-Gvern mill-1 ta’
Jannar 1849 talab li jirtira mis-servizz “having declared
himself unfit for further service”, u t-talba tieghu giet
milqugha (11). Minfloku b’effett mis-16 ta’ Frar 1878,
il-Gvern hatar lit-tabib Dr Giuseppe Debono M.D. “to be
dispenser and Police Physician for Rabato, Garbo, Zebbug
and Sannat at Gozo”{12). Dr. Debono kien ghadu ged
jaqdi lin-nies tal-Gharb u tal-irhula I-ohra 1-1902 (13).

Servizzi Privati

Minn petizzjoni li ghamlet f-10 ta’ Settembru, 1860, nafu
li Grazzja Spiteri, kienet gieghda taghti s-servizzi taghha
bhala gabla (Midwife) fl-irhula tal-Gharb u z-Zebbug u
[-postijiet adjacenti (14).

Fir-rahal tal-Gharb, bhal bgija tal-irhula ta’ Ghawdex,
kien hemm hwienet fejn kienu jinbieghu l-inbid u l-ispirti.
Fis-Seklu XIX kien hemm id-drawwa li dawn jinzammu
maghluga f'¢erti granet, f'certu hinijiet filghodu u
waranofsinhar, waqt li kienu geghdin isiru |-funzjonijiet
fil-Knisja Parrokkjali. Dan kien jigi rregolat mill-Gvern
permezz t'avviz fil-Gazzetta tal-Gvern, kif jidher minn dan
l-avviz li deher fil-Gazzetta tal-Gvern tat-28 t’Awwissu,
1868:

“Closure of shops, retail of wine and of liquorous spirits
during Divine Service in the Parish Church on Sundays
and holidays of” intero Precetto
Gozo In the Morning
Garbo In May and the following months
To the end of October from 8.30am -10.00am
And in the other months from 9.00am —10.30am
And in the Afternoon
Garbo In May and the following months to the end of
September
From 3.00pm to 5.00pm and the
Other months from 2.30 pm to 4.30pm

Palace. Valletta. 28.V111.1868 (15)

ll-Problema tan-nuqqas tal-ilma

Is-sena 1867 kienet wahda ta’ nixfa fil-Gzejjer Maltin
(16). lJidher li din il-problema lagtet lir-rahal tal-Gharb
tant li I-Kan Dun Feli¢ Refalo, li kien Arcipriet tal-Gharb
bejn April 1867 u Lulju 1868, fI-24 ta’ Lulju 1867 ghamel
petizzjoni lill-Gvern, li fiha talab provvista tal-ilma
ghar-rahal tal-Gharb (18). Wara petizzjoni |i saret mill-
President tal-Kumitat Distrettwali ghal Ghawdex.

II-Gvernatur permezz t'ittra bid-data tat-22 t'Ottubru,
1867, stqarr li “His Excellency the Governor has been
pleased to sanction the contstrucion of a tank at Casal
Garbo” (19).

il-Kapitlu tal-Kolleggjata (1887 — 1899)

II-Kapitlu tal-Kolleggjata tal-Gharb imwaqggaf fl-1774,
f1-1887 kien ghadu maghmul minn hames Dinjitajiet, u
numru ta’ Kanonikati li wiehed minnhom kellu I-Ufficcju
ta’ Teologi. FI-1887, minbarra I-hames dinjitajiet, il-
Kapitlu kellu sitt kanonci ofra, u kanonku onorarju (20).

lI-Membri tal-Kapitlu tal-Gharb f1-1887, kienu I-Kan F S
Debrincat, Arcipriet (21), Kan M Asciak, Prepostu, Kan
Pawlu Custo, Kantur, Kan Karlu Galea, Tezorier, Kan
Mikiel Micallef, Dekan (22), Kanon¢i Mikiel Mizzi (23),
Giovanni Formosa, Teologu, Frangisku Galea u t-tliet
kanonéi li kienu Vincenzo Custo, M.A. Asciak u Guzeppi
Galea. lI-Kanonku Onorarju kien Dun Fakond Galea (24).

lzda sal-1899, sehhu tibdiliet fil-kompozizzjoni tal-
Kapitlu tal-Gharb minhabba mwiet, rizenji u hatriet ta’
kanonéi godda.

Fit-18 ta’ Gunju 1890 miet il-Kan. Teologu Dun Gwann
Formosa, fl-eta ta’ 67 sena. Huwa kien gie ordnat
sacerdot fit-18 ta’ Dicembru 1848 (25) u f1-1870 inhatar
bhala Kanonku Teologu tal-Kolleggjata (26). Fl-1ta’ Lulju
1890, Dun Salv Portelli mill-Gharb gie mahtur bhala
Kanonku Teologu tal-Kolleggjata (27).

Fl-istess sena (1890), il-Kolleggjata keilha Kanonku
gdid Dun Anton Galea, iben Francesco u Maria nee
Zerafa. Imwieled f’ T3’ Sannat, fejn gie mghammed fl-4
ta’ Ottubru 1870 (28). Huwa gie ordnat sacerdot fil-21
ta’ Dicembru 1845 (29). Fid-9 ta’ Marzu 1891 miet il-
Kanonku Prepostu M.A. Asciak fl-eta ta’ 94 sena. lben
Felic u Maria, twieled fir-rahal taz-Zebbug fejn gie
mghammed fil-11 ta’ Frar 1798. Inhatar Kanonku fl-
1812 u Kanonku Prepostu 1842. Wara mewtu sar Kan
Prepostu il-Kjeriku Nazju Asciak (30).

Fil-15 ta’ Marzu 1893, il-kontrada ta’ San Lawrenz saret
parrocca u bhala l-ewwel kappillan wara konkors inhatar
il-Kan Teologu Dun Salv Portelli li ha l-pussess fil-21 ta’
Mejju 1893. Minfloku bhala Kononku Teologu nhatar is-
suddjaknu Guzeppi Grech mill-Ghasri li ha I-pussess fl-1
fa’ Lulju 1893 (31). '




Fl-4 t’April 1894, il-Kan Mikiel Micallef rega ha |
ta’ Kanonku Dekan tal-Kolleggjata. Huwa kien inhatar
Kanonku fl-1863 meta kien ghadu suddjaknu u sar
Kanonku Dekan fl-1873. FI-1892 halla d-Dekanat u ha
Kanonikat Sempliéi. lzda fl-4 t'April, rega ha |-pussess ta’
Kanonku Dekan (32).

Fit-30 ta’ Gunju 1894, l-ewwel kappillan tal-Parrocéa
ta’ San Lawrenz, Dun Salv Portelli, gie moghti Kanonku
Onorarju tal-Kolleggjata (33).

Fil-15 t’April 1899, miet il-Kanonku Dun Anton Galea fl-
eta zghira ta’ 28 sena . (34)

ll-Festa Titulari

F'din is-sena il-Festa Titulari giet i¢celebrata bhas-
soltu fit-2 ta’ Lulju. Il-funzjonijiet principali jigifieri
il-Primi u Sekondi Vespri u l-quddiesa solenni tal-
festa tmexxew mill-Kan. Prepostu Dun Nazju Axiaq,
filwagt li [-purcissjoni tmexxiet mill-Kan Arcipriet Dun
F. S. Debrincat. Fl-okkazjoni tal-festa zzanznu tuzell
gdid, kanopew irrakmat, gandlieri tas-sekondi u zewg
gradenzini. Ghat-tuzell thabat hafna I-Kan Teologu Dun
Guzepp Grech. Fil-festa ta’ barra kien hemm il-mixeghla
u programm mill-banda “Leone”. Gazzetta lokali fahhret
lill-Kan. Dun Guzepp Galea (1858 — 1921) “illi jiehu hsieb
li ta’ kull sena din il-festa tirnexxi mill-ahjar”(35).
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