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Meta s-sena l-ohra 1-Kunsill Malti ghall-Ar-
ti fetah sejha ghal progetti ghall-Premju
tal-President ghall-Kreattivita, mohhna gera
mill-ewwel fuq progett li jpoggi 1-kelma fil-qa-
Iba. Inizjamed, matul il-25 sena taghha dejjem
iccelebrat it-thaddim tal-kelma fil-modi varji
taghha, u ghalhekk hsibna ftit iehor u rreal-
izzajna li kelma hdejn kelma ghandha 1-poter
li ssensel grajja u hafna ghandhom il-herqa li
jwasslu grajjiethom.

Meta hsibna ftit iehor, irrealizzajna li minkejja
din il-herqa ta’ hafna mhux kulhadd ghan-
du l-opportunita u l-gharfien li jesprimi dak
li jghaddi minnu fi grajja. Kultant inwaqqfu
lil certi nies f'nofs dak li ghandhom il-herqa
jghidu. Dagstant iehor, mhux kull individwu
jinghata ¢-cans li anki li wara li gheleb I-os-
takli u rrakkonta grajjitu, din il-grajja titwassal
ghand haddiehor. Ghalhekk, hsibna tikka ohra
u hlogna pjan biex niltaqghu ma’ immigranti,
tfal u anzjani, u permezz ta’ workshops nipper-
mettu li grajjiethom johorgu u jaslu ghand tant
nies hemm barra.

Matul il-workshops tul 1-ewwel xhur ta’ dis-se-
na, il-grajjiet l-ewwel li hargu, oralment. Wara,
min hassu ftit aktar komdu, nizzilhom fuq
karta, u minnhom ghandna din il-gazzetta
ckejkna. B’hekk, issa f’isem il-progett, nistghu
nigru bdawn il-grajjiet mal-erbat irjieh. Fdin
il-gazzetta ghandna stejjer ta’ persuni li rrak-
kontaw l-imghoddi, imghoddi li llum jinhass
tant il boghod li kwazi ntesa. Ghandna stejjer
ta’ anzjani li meta kienu tfal intalbu jiehdu hsieb
lil huthom dagslikieku kienu adulti, stejjer ta
persuni li llum jinsabu f’komunita li ppermet-
titilhom jitkellmu fuq l-imhabba li kellhom lejn
kreatura berba’ saqajn meta kienu ghadhom
t'darhom. Maghhom, xi esperjenza jew tnejn
umoristika. U mbaghad ghandna wkoll stejj-
er ta min beda jagsam maghna din l-art ftit
zmien ilu, u ghalhekk ghandu ghajnejn god-
da ghall-uzanzi ta’ din l-art. Ohrajn tarrfulna
fuq il-kumpassjoni u xi tfal urewna s-simpati-
ja taghhom lejn ohrajn billi fil-grajja taghhom
holqu mostru li ma jistmerruhx, anzi habib
taghhom ghax dan flok jiekol il-hut, jilghab
maghhom.

Fl-ahhar mill-ahhar, l-umanita dejjem irrak-
kontat il-grajjiet. Hafna drabi imma l-grajjiet
twasslu minn min kellu xi tip ta’ setgha. Fl-ew-
wel sena ta Nigru Grajja, nittama li hlogna
ambjent li fih kulhadd seta jwassal grajjietu,
lehnu nstema, u bhal kif isem jaghti identita lil
persuna, dawn il-kitbiet ifakkru 1-kwalitajiet u
l-ezistenza ta’ min kitibhom.

Jean Paul Borg

Rabat.
That morning, we walked like newborn children.
The Mediterranean blew bubbles in our ears, waves.
We returned, ghostlike circling catacombs of St Paul’s mysterious abode.
Beneath this ground’s vibrating walls, ripples of Arabic music linger, and shad-
ows drape the sky blue and white. We were home.
An older woman circles an ancient church. Is she looking for something lost?
We were Sweating under the canopy of another country—a Heatwave reminiscent
of a desert crossing.
And we gathered on Roundtable, Colombia, Brazil, Sudan, Nigeria, Wales, and Cameroon.
Answer me. Which of us is born in the desert, and which on alluvial soil?

Coming back to Malta was an overwhelming experience. These exchanges in culture are what bring the world
together. We navigated creative spaces, sharing stories about place, memory, and language. We shared stories
and joked about the millipede, the stick insect and one thousand shoes. I would love to take a moment to say
thank you for arranging such workshops. They go a long way in healing the world. . . . Eric Ngalle Charles

X’tagbad taghmel meta jkollok hames sighat ma’ hamest itfal-kwazi-zghazagh .
li qatt ma tkun iltqajt maghhom qabel? X'tagbad tikteb? Tivvinta? Tohloq? 4#
Tista’ forsi tigri girja, imma mhux fis-sajf. Tista’ ssajjar jew iddoqq jew taqra. (g
Jew tigri grajja. Kif? X’jigifieri tigri grajja? Jigifieri tagbad oggett li hu ghal 22
qalbhom u thallihom jghidu storja fuqu. Fuq l-ewwel darba li qabad kitarra
bidu jew l-ewwel darba li xxuttja dal-ballun u mhux l-iehor ... Hemm tant
stejjer mahzunin fit-tbissima minn taht, hemm tant grajjiet mistura f’boqqa
ilma friska wara 1-hamsa, hemm tant cajt mistohbi fil-harsa li trid tghidilna
“ibqghu tikka ohra u tmorrux u jekk se tmorru qisu li tergghu tigu”. Li nergghu

mmorru qatt ma kienet ghazla, possibilta. Kienet semplicement kmand li tajnieh widen. U issa, xi mkien
fil-kurituri ta’ dar b’hatna djar izghar, ghad hemm ir-ragel griz irid jistenbah, ir-riha friska ta’ pizza tix-
pakka mill-ifran u hafna u hafna stejjer ohra qed jinhmew ... toghma ta’ sajf. . ......... Leanne Ellul

Meta bdejt 1-ewwel workshops ta’ kitba esperimentali mal-anzjani fl-2017, niftakar
sewwa lil anzjana minnhom li qaltli li kienet qamet fil-hamsa ta’ filghodu biex
tikteb paragrafu dwar li konna tkellimna, u li kienet ilha snin ma tikteb xi haga.
Minn hemm bqajt nipprova naghmel workshops mal-anzjani ghax nemmen
bi shih li dawn joftru opportunita mhux biss ta’ socjalizzazzjoni, ta’ validazzjo-

ni tal-esperjenzi ta’ dawn il-persuni u tal-hajja rikka taghhom, imma ghax ukoll
iservu ta’ mezz li bihom ihossu sens ta’ benessri u sens ta’ posterita permezz tal-kit-
biet taghhom. L-istess gara din id-darba fi hdan il-progett Nigru Grajja. Kull grupp hu
uniku, bhal kull partecipant, imma s-sens ta’ herqa u forsi wkoll urgenza biex jirrakkontaw

l-istejjer taghhom, jibqa’ dejjem qawwi u jJdamdam. Grazzi Inizjamed!. . ........... Priscilla Cassar

Tul din is-sensiela ta’ workshops il-partecipanti setghu jesploraw u jesper-
imentaw bghodod differenti ta’ kif jinbena rakkont, mill-personagg indi-
vidwali sad-dinamici li minnhom johorgu deskrizzjonijiet hajjin ta’ post
u xenarju. Filwaqt li kull workshop kien iffukat fuq sett ta’ ghodod par-
tikolari, il-qafas principali li libbes kollox kien wiehed misluf mill-kar-
tografija, ezercizzju msejjes fuq erba’ mistogsijiet logici li jsegwu ma’ xulxin
u li jorbtu kemm mal-individwu kif ukoll mad-dinja ta’ madwaru, kemm \
dik li gej minnha kif ukoll dik tal-gejjien.Il-mistogsijiet-bazi servew biex jix- NG

prunaw lill-partecipanti jirrakkontaw mnejn gew u kif waslu, jiddeskrivu n-nies ‘

u l-postijiet li ltaqghu maghhom u l-impatt li dawn hallew fughom. Il-partecipanti kellhom l-opportu-
nita wkoll jiddeskrivu l-impatt tal-assenza ta’ dawn in-nies u l-postijiet li ltaqghu maghhom u hallew.
Fl-istess wagqt, tul il-workshop serva wkoll biex il-partecipanti joholqu ritratti u awtoritratti letterarji
li jirriflettu l-istat tal-persuna fil-prezent u fil-gejjien. Biex isehh dan intuzaw ukoll xi ritratti u siltiet
muzikali u awdjo mahsuba biex iqanqlu tifkiriet u hsibijiet asso¢jattivi. Tul il-workshops, il-partecipanti
setghu jagsmu r-rakkonti taghhom u jisimghu tal-ohrajn. .. ...................... Glen Calleja



The Village

And the village was squatting in

the middle of the plain

And it was the bullets that were ploughing the field
And we were so hungry we were eating only bullets!
Time was such that

eye sockets were missing their eyes,

Eyes for landscapes,

Landscapes for defenseless.

And there were people living in

us that we didn’t know!

A little further,

Right in the dry sleep of grasses

They were chewing gum together

The herd of cows!

The silent century

All world wars

start with a bullet,

All love with a smile,

Human with a Kkiss,

And I started with the smile of your kiss.
In a land where

Birds are in the dirt to their throats,
Soil singing the canary’s song!

In the land of locks

I give you my soul’s key

Because every human is a door
Which opens to another door

Hold my hand

A little beyond my veins

Borders are in pain.
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Mas-sebgha ta’ filghodu daqq l-izverjalin u jien qomt
mahsud. Ftakart li llum kelli l-iskola u ghalhekk kel-
li nqum mis-sodda, nilbes u niehu I-kolazzjon. Meta
nzilt, hsilt snieni u Ibist il-basket. U bqajt hemmbhekk
nistenna. Il-vann ma giex ghalija u ghalhekk kelli
nimxiha.

Wasalt l-iskola ghajjien mejjet. Filghodu kelli I-Maths,
l-Ingliz u l-Malti. Kif wasal il-brejk, fil-basket sibt ikel
li xhin rajtu ma tantx ghogobni ghax hsibt li m’ghan-
dux toghma tajba. Imma kelli nieklu xorta wahda.
Wara li kiltu, indunajt li kien vera tajjeb.

Kelli lezzjoni tal-muzika u vera hadt gost. Il-burdata
tieghi nqalbet minn taht ghal fuq. Waqt li filghodu

hsibt li se jkolli gurnata hazina, f’salt wiehed il-gur-
nata kellha nota tajba, bhan-nota 1li daqqgejt fuq
it-tnabar ... waqt il-lezzjoni tal-muzika!

Luca

Hajti

Jiena Emilia, xebba ta’ 79 sena miz-Zurrieq. Twelidt
iz-Zurrieq u bqajt noqghod iz-Zurrieq. Fil-familja
konna ommi u missieri, sitt subien, u tifla wahda,
li hija jien. Domt niehu hsieb lil ommi sentejn u
nofs meta kienet fil-wheelchair. Kull nhar ta’ Hadd
kont nohrog mal-hbieb u mmorru Tas-Sliema jew
Marsaskala. Gieli wkoll morna gurnata Ghawdex.
Jien u l-hbieb sifirna hafna postijiet u morna zewg
cruises madwar il-Mediterran, il-Gre¢ja u t-Turki-
ja. Jiena bniedma retta — irrid kollox sew. Meta
kelli hames snin kont immur I-iskola tas-sorijiet, u
mbaghad meta ghalaqt sitt snin bdejt il-primarja, u
meta kelli erbatax-il sena hrigt mill-iskola. Ghand-
na zewg festi z-Zurrieq - tal-Madonna tal-Karmnu
u Santa Katerina.
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Hajti

Jiena Louis Saliba, twelidt f1-1938 u meta kelli hames
snin kont immur il-Muzew biex wara nkun nista’
naghmel l-ewwel tqarbina. Ghamilt l-ewwel tqarbina
u wara ghamilt il-Grizma tal-Isqof ukoll. Kont immur
l-iskola privat il-Marsa, tal-Muzew. F1-1953, dhalt it-
tarzna bhala apprentist. Wara sitt snin sirt haddiem
regolari u hadt il-full-pay. Sena wara lagtitni l-marda
tal-paralizi u haduni 28 gurnata Lazzarett, fejn hadd
ma kien jista’ jidhol hdejja. Kont nikkomunika biss
bl-ittri, 1i kienu jigu ppurfumati biex ituhom lil mis-
sieri ghax tal-familja ma kinux jistghu jidhlu hdejja.
Meta hrigt mill-isptar ta’ Lazzarett, kont immur
l-isptar tal-Furjana biex jaghmluli l-messaggi u kienu
jaghtuni x-xokkijiet f’'wicci.

FI-1962 mort l-ewwel darba Londra. Wara din
l-ewwel mawra, bdejt immur f’din il-belt ta’ spiss
minhabba li t-tifla z-zghira tieghi kient tahdem
l-Air Malta u ghalhekk ghal stand-by ticket konna
nhallsu hames liri biss. Ma konniex indumu haf-
na, naghmlu tlett ijiem u nigu lura, wara li nkunu
xtrajna hafna affarijiet. Darba minnhom dhalna go
hanut u lit-tifla serqulha 200 lira. Wara li ghamilna
rapport lill-pulizija u hadilna l-particulars, qalulna li

ma jistghux ilahhqu mas-serq li hemm f’din il-belt.
Konna né¢emplu biss biex jaraw kif ahna. Wara din
il-burraxka hadna t-taghlima u meta konna nsiefru
konna ninxurjaw lilna nfusna.
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Boat’s eyes

I never imagined that a Japanese girl would be my
best friend in Malta. We walked all over the island,
talking about different cultures and joking all the
time. Once, we were walking around Marsaxlokk
and when we saw a typical Maltese boat she asked
me, “Do you know why boats have one eye?”

I didn’t know and was probably waiting for another
prank.

“In order not to get lost at sea, they can see the way
back home,” she said.

I laughed and said, “But this boat needs glasses and
a cane because it looks old.” I put on my voice like
an old man and said, “Where are my glasses? Oops,
I think I see land over there. We're almost there!” My
Japanese friend was very serious and asked why I was
laughing. “Because a boat with eyes is so much fun!”
And she said, “But it’s true. My son is a fisherman
and I feel afraid every time he goes to sea.”

I immediately understood that she was relying on it
even though she told me before that she had no reli-
gion or any kind of belief.
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Qomt nghajjat kemm niflah imma ma kien hemm
hadd. Dakinhar rajt film tal-biza’. Kien hemm
mostru daqs qarnita kbira u kien ged joqtol in-nies.
Il-kulur tieghu kien orangjo.

Wagqt li kont ged nara I-film bdiet niezla xita gliel.
Tghidx kemm bdejt nibza’ u tgeddist taht il-lizar.
F’daqqa wahda rajt xi haga tghaddi mill-kuritur. Kienet
orangjo u kienet tixbah lill-mostru tal-film. Imbaghad
tlaqt ’il barra. Ix-xita baqghet niezla imma jien ma qta-
jtx qalbi. Bqajt nigri sal-Hamrun u qtajt nifsi. Ma kienx
mument li rajt film tal-biza’ ghax ixxarrabt minn rasi sa
sagajja. Dak il-hin iltqajt mal-mostru!




Kien tajjeb. Qalli li jghix taht l-ilma u kien ihobb
jilghab bil-hut. “Jien ma nhobbx il-hut biex nieklu,”
qalli I-mostru. “Tghidx kemm nithassru!”

Darba qalli li kienu jghixu t-tfal mieghu u xi darba
qalli li se jehodni fejn jghix hu. Min jaf meta?

© 0606060000000 0 0 0 00 ]AKESTON

Kullu

Ghandi kelb fox-terrier jismu Kullu. Semmejtu
ghall-familja taghna ghax ahna Coleiro. Darba wah-
da, meta Kullu kellu xi seba’ xhur, jien kont fil-bitha
nirranga l-bieb tal-k¢ina. Kullu kien fuq il-bejt u
malli rani, gera lejja, waqga’ t-tliet sulari u ghadda
mill-bieb li kont qed nirranga.

Hadtu ghand il-vet u qalli li siequ miksura. Il-vet tani
l-parir li I-kelb ghandi nraqqdu. Huti li whud minn-
hom kienu jghixu mieghi gablu mieghu. Imma jien
ma gbiltx. Ghidt Kullu jhobb il-hajja u zgur li jip-
preferi jghix bi tliet sagajn milli ma jghix xejn.

Dan gara hmistax-il sena ilu, u Kullu ghadu jghix
sal-lum.

Dan Kullu, dagskemm ihobb il-hajja, ihobb lil hutu
klieb ohra. Darba kont ma’ Kullu f’ghalqa fejn kont
niehdu biex joqghod jigri u jzomm ruhu attiv. Darba
kien ’il boghod u bdejt nghid jien qed nara sew, Kul-
lu qisu ghandu zewgt irjus? Imxejt lejh u indunajt li
hemm zewgt iklieb, it-tnejn fox-terriers. Mid-dehra xi
hadd abbanduna lil dan il-kelb f’nofs ghalga u Kullu
ghamel habib gdid. Illum, Monkey ged jghix ma’ Kul-
lu, u ma jghaddux minghajr xulxin.
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L-imhabba ta’ kelb ghal sidu

“No man is an island.” Veru, il-bniedem ma jistax
jghix wahdu f’din id-dinja. Imma kultant issib ruhek
b’xi kelb jew qattus li veru jafu jhobbu u jaghtuk wens
kbir. Dan il-kelb li kelli kien meravilja, specjalment
kif kien igib ruhu mieghi. Kien ihobbni immens, ma
kienx ihallini minuta. Dejjem jilghab mieghi ujagbez
biex jaghtini bewsa. Meta jsir il-hin biex norqu, kont
nghidlu, “Tommy, immorru norqdu” u kont tarah
jizzegleg ghal go kamartna. Kien l-ewwel jigi hde-
jn wicci biex jaghtini bewsa, u wara kien imur hde-
jn saqajja biex jorqod. Malli jhossni ni¢¢aglaq kien
iqum jigri ghax jahseb li qomt. Naghlaq ghajnejja u
jerga’ jmur jorqod. Il-mossi tieghu veru kienu qishom
ta’ bniedem u l-imhabba tieghu bhal ta’ bniedem li
jithmek f’kollox. Meta beda jikber fiz-zmien beda
jhossu ghajjien u dejjem irid izjed hin ghal kollox.
Kellu difett wiehed — meta jkun imissu li jiehu banju
kien dejjem jahrabli, u jien minhabba l-ugigh li kel-
li f’saqajja dejjem kont nibza’ li ghad iwaqqaghni xi
waqgha.

Imma l-imhabba li kellu lejja ma nista’ ninsieha qatt.
L-akbar daqqa go qalbi kienet meta f'Gunju ta’ tli-
et snin ilu zviluppatlu gisha soghla. Ghall-inqas jien
hekk hsibt, u filghaxija wara nofsinhar kont sejra
ghand il-vet bih. F’xi nofsinhar kont qed nistrieh, u
hu hareg gol-bitha u beda jisghol izjed. Sejjahtlu biex
jigi hdejja, u mexa b’harsa ta’ hniena lejja. Pogga fuq
it-tapit ta’ hdejn is-sodda u flok bhas-soltu qaghad
ihares lejja, hares in-naha l-ohra. Minghajr ma ind-
unajt kien ged jiehu l-ahhar nifs.
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“Compassion is a healing to a wounded heart.” Put-
ting yourself in my shoes will only make you feel my
pain but it will never make you understand my pain.

One day a lady was found in the middle of the forest,
crying like a lost child. The forest guards Pity, Empa-
thy and Compassion had no idea how to make this
lady stop crying or go back home, so they decided to
take turns to try comforting the lady. Even Compas-
sion, the youngest guard, whose name is hardly ever
mentioned, who is known by very few people and is
rarely asked to help, agreed to support the others.

The first to approach the lady was Pity. As the lady
looked up and saw him approaching she continued
to cry, screaming “I just broke my toes, I cannot walk
back home.” As Pity got there, he replied, “Oh my
dear, I am really sorry, it looks really bad.” When the
lady heard that, she continued to scream on the top
of her voice. Pity got bored and went back home.

Then, Empathy approached the lady, and again as
the lady saw him approaching she cried out “I just
broke my toes and I cannot go home.” Empathy went
closer to her and sat by her looking into her eyes and
told her, “I can’t imagine the pain you're feeling right
now, but I got some plaster to cover the wound.” He
brought out the plaster and covered up her wound.
He then asked her, “Is there any particular reason
why you cannot go home, apart from the fact that
your toes are broken?” The lady replied, “No” because
she did not trust him. Empathy replied, “Do not wor-
ry, if you need anything, just let me know, I am here
for you.” He left, but as soon as the sun began to set
down, the lady’s cry grew even stronger and louder.
At that moment, Empathy realized that perhaps her
pain wasn’t coming from her broken toes or maybe
she needed more than empathy.

The last to approach the lady was Compassion. As
soon as the lady saw him coming she started crying
again “My toes are broken and I cannot go home.”
Compassion stopped for few seconds, and said to
himself, “It seems her problem is how to go home.
Why is that?” He took a deep breath in and moved
closer to the lady, sat next to her and told her, “My
dear, you seem really afraid to go back home with
broken toes.” The lady did not respond, she turned her
face looking away, but Compassion still talked to her
again. He stood up and told her, “Listen dear.” This
did the trick as the lady turned to look at him. Having
the lady looking at him, he cleared his throat and told
her, “Give me your hand.” The lady started trusting
him and she gave him her hand. With her hand in his

hand, Compassion told her, “Let me help you to stand
on your feet.” As he helped her, he looked into the la-
dy’s eyes and quietly told her, “Let me walk you home,
do not be afraid, I will walk side by side, holding your
hand till you arrive home.”The lady burst into tears
again, but this time these were tears of joy. She then
hugged Compassion and told him “You have healed
my wounded heart, thank you”.

e o0 000000 o o o PRECIOUS OROGUN

II-Mahbuba Tieghi

II-mahbuba illi ghandi
bhalha zgur ma ssib imkien
ghandha gilda fina w roza
illi tibqa’ tul ta’ Zmien.

Ghandha hwejjeg bil-bizzilla
tal-harir u tas-satin

u dufrejha dejjem homor
par xuftejn qishom peprin.

Ix-xaghar taghha tal-artisti
bil-gardenia bajda tfuh

u kull meta nkun hdejha
tassew jiena niehu r-ruh.

Par ghajnejn ghandha celesti
u l-imnieher zghir grazzjuz
wiccha ghandha bhal tal-pupi
li jistiednek lilu tbus.

Hi fil-banju tuza fwejjah

li jinxtamm xi ftit mill-boghod
u xhin jiena nersaq lejha

ta’ kull darba jien nirtoghod.

U xhin forsi tkun imdejqa
xi ftit biss u mhux kuljum
hemhekk inti trid tara lili
kemm inzieghel biha ndum.

Ooooooooooooo&]OSEPHSCERRI

Li kieku siehbi kellu jsir ghasfur, x’naghmel jien?
Heqq! Kieku ninkwieta hafna ghalih ghax nibza’ li
xi darba xi kac¢catur jisparalu. Min-naha l-ohra, ikun
tal-genn li siehbi jkun ghasfur ghax ikun jista’ jehod-
ni mieghu fis-sema u nkun nista’ ntir fis-shab.

Darba wahda, ghidt bejni u bejn ruhili waqt li ommi



tkun rieqda, jiena mmur fis-shab ma’ siehbi l-ghas-
fur. U fil-fatt morna! Hemmbhekk, rajna aljen. Fraht
hafna meta rajt l-aljen u dan hadna fl-ispazju. Wara
xi tliet sighat mieghu, l-aljen ghosfor u mergajtx raj-
tu imma xorta kont kuntent li ltqajt mieghu. Ftit nies
qatt iltaqghu ma’ aljen.

Wara, jiena u siehbi l-ghasfur morna norqdu qgabel
il-mama regghet qamet. Imma l-mama mhux veru
kienet rieqda. Kienet qed tistennieni u ghaddiet
minn quddiemi u hadt qatgha zul minn hemm.

OoooooooooooooooﬁjUSTIN

Imhabba antika

Dags sittin sena ilu, ahna l-guvintur u t-tfajliet konna
nqattghu I-filghaxijiet taghna nippassiggaw fi Strada
Rjali, il-Hamrun.

Fost it-tfajliet li kienu jkunu jippassiggaw kien
hemm wahda li kont niffansja — ¢erta Margot, li biex
ninkuha konna nsejhulha Gerit. Darba minnhom,
iddecidejt li nghidilha biex nibdew nohorgu flimk-
ien bis-serjeta. Imma malajr hadt xokk. It-twegiba
taghha kienet li sejra lejn I-Awstralja. Imma xorta
wahda stqarret mieghi li mhu se tinsieni qatt.

Kif jghidu, iz-zmien ma jistenna lil hadd. Sena wara
l-ohra, minn dakinhar 'l hawn ghaddew sittin min-
nhom. Bil-mod il-mod, il-ffamma tal-imhabba bdi-
et tnin ghalkemm xorta wahda minn zmien ghal
zmien kont niftakar f’Margot. Ukoll, kont nispera
li minn Zmien ghal Zzmien anke Margot tiftakar xi
ftit fija.

Xi xahar ilu kont il-pjazza tal-Hamrun inpac¢pa¢ ma’
erba’ anzjani bhali. Inhsadt meta fid-daqga u l-hin,
mara tampari bdiet tersaq lejja ma’ tifel ta’ xi tnax-il
sena. Ma kinitx kwalunkwe mara, u t-tnejn li ahna
gharafna lil xulxin mill-ewwel. Kwazi bid-dmugh
t’ghajnejha qaltli li nanna ta’ seba’ neputijiet u l-ghada
kienet se terga’ tmur lura lejn I-Awstralja.

Hadna b’idejn xulxin - dik I-ghafsa kienet tiswa daqs
volum ta’ tifkiriet, ghafsa li kien fiha hafna memorji
taz-zghozija tal-imghoddi.

Bid-dmugh f’ghajnejna nfridna ghall-ahhar darba u
hassejt li mhabbti regghet tkebbset mill-gdid.

Issa, kulma fadalli hu li nohlom.
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Jiena Ken u llum se nghidilkom I-istorja ta’ meta
kont gieghed il-bahar nagbez u nilghab mal-hbieb.

F’dagqa wahda bdejt nibza’ ghax hsibtni spiccajt wahdi
izda r-radju beda jdoqq il-muzika favorita tieghi.

Dawwart rasi u rajt ragel bir-radju f’idu u jkanta.
Dan ir-ragel qatt ma kont rajtu qabel imma lehnu
gieli smajtu ghax joghgobni jkanta. Ghamilna hbieb
u bdejna mixjin flimkien sakemm wasalna go ghar
kbir u sabih. Kellna nibqghu hemmhekk ghax bdiet
niezla hafna xita u bzajt li niehdu xi tixriba. Bdejna
nilaghbu flimkien u marru ghajnejna bina u rqadna
raqda twila.

Hlomt li Itqajt ma’ mostru u hadni f’dinja ohra.
F’daqqa wahda, ergajt smajt l-istorbju u ftakart li
kont gieghed ma’ dan ir-ragel wahdi. Dan sar l-ikbar
habib tieghi u qatt mhu ha ninsieh.
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Il-gallinar

Meta kelli xi erbatax jew hmistax-il sena, il-mama
kellha bzonn tmur l-isptar u qabel ma marret ghall-
mitni naghmel il-brodu, il-minestra, l-istuffat, inqa-
Xxar iz-zunnarija, il-patata u l-gidra. Qabel ma mar-
ret qaltli wkoll biex nitma’ lil kulhadd.

“Tihux hsieb, kollox naf naghmel,” wegibtha u fil-ji-
em li kienet l-isptar, lil huti tmajthom tajjeb u anke

hallejt ghall-papa ghal meta jigi mix-xoghol.

Meta I-mama giet lura mill-isptar, bi kburija ghidtil-
ha li kollox mar sew.

Ftit wara, telghet fuq il-bejt u sabet it-tigieg mejta.

Nizlet tigri t-tarag u bdiet tghajjat, “Mela t-tigieg ma
tmajthomx?”

“Eeee, insejthom, ghax m’ghidtlix,” wegibtha.

“Dazgur, li ghidtlek,” wegbitni l-mama, “jien ghidtl-

ek itma’ lil kulhadd! Mhux dejjem hekk naghmlu
s-soltu, l-ewwel nieklu ahna, imbaghad mit-tilqit tal-
ikel, nitilghu fuq il-bejt u ntuh lit-tigieg?”

“Ghal darb’ohra, ma,” ghidtilha. “Hekk jew b’hekk,
il-gallinar hemm se jibqa'”
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Meta kont se nixtri Hyundai Pony

Mela darba, kont il-kamra ta’ San Vincenz fejn kont
nahdem, nitkellem mal-kokijiet u nic¢¢ajtaw flimk-
ien. Ghidtilhom li rrid nixtri Hyundai Pony, imma
ghandi problema ghax m'ghandix fejn naghmlu.
Wiehed mill-kokijiet qalli, “Mhux kemm issib rokna
fil-garaxx, dak malajr joqghod.”

Kok iehor kien ged jissemma’, u l-ghada gie fuqi, u
qalli, “Illum, ghall-10 mur hdejn il-Main Gate, ghax
gej ragel b’Pony.” Jien mort kif qalli, imma hdejn il-
Main Gate ma rajtx Hyundai wahda. Kulma kien
hemm f’rokna, ragel b’Shetland Pony, kien armat
minn rasu sa saqajh, kellu rixa frasu u l-getti ma’
saqajh. Jien ersaqt lejh u ghidtlu, “Inti ged tistenna
lil xi hadd?”

Wegibni, “Kellu jigi wiehed biex jixtri pony.”

Dak il-hin, mill-ewwel thimt x’gara, u wegibtu, “Jie-
na pony karozza rrid, Hyundai Pony, mhux Shetland

Pony.”

Meta mort nghid lill-kok x’gara, qalli hsibtek li trid
tixtri pony ta’ veru.

Ghall-inqas, tani storja li ghadni nirrakkontaha sal-
lum!
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Kien hemm ragel griz kien jismu Funny Teeth.
Kien hemm ragel iehor li kien joqghod il-Gzira
u kien jahdem ta’ pittur. Kien jismu Aaron.

Biex imur ix-xoghol kien jagbad tal-linja.

Darba pitter siggu iswed li Funny Teeth kien bil-
gieghda fuqu u din il-pittura saret famuza hatna.
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Nigru Grajja ged jittella’ minn Inizjamed.
Dan il-progett huwa meghjun mill-Premju tal-President ghall-Kreattivita,
gestit kongunt mill-Uffic¢ju tal-President ta” Malta u 1-Kunsill Malti ghall-Arti.

IL-PREMJU TAL-PRESIDENT
GHALL-KREATTIVITA

UNSILL
MALTI
GHALL-ARTI

S Saint Vincent
De Paul

SUDANESE COMMUNITY MALTA

St Joseph's
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