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A MAN’'S CHOICE

1/4d. for TEN @ 2/8d. for TWENTY

THE STORY
ACT I

The scene is Tower Green. Phoebe, daughter of Sergeant Meryll of the Yeomen of the
Guard, has formed a deep admiration for Colonel Fairfax, a prisoner in the Tower who has been
condemned to be executed for sorcery. She in turn is loved by Wilired Shadbolt, the Head
Jailer who taunts her with the Colonel’s approaching doom. A crowd of people and the Yeomen
of the Guard appear followed by Dame Carruthers, the Housekeeper to the Tower, who sings
of her love for the grim old Tower of London.

Sergeant Meryll is an old soldier who has served under Colonel Fairfax and has been twice
saved by him from death. He has hopes that his son, Leonard, who is coming from Windsor
to join the Tower Warders, may bring a reprieve for the Colonel, but when Leonard arrives
there is no reprieve. Meryll, Leonard and Phoebe then form a plan to release Colonel Fairfax
and, with his beard shaved off, to pass him off as Leonard while the real Leonard disappears.

Fairfax now enters and explains to the Lieutenant of the Tower, Sir Richard Cholmondeley,
that he has been brought to this plight by the scheming of a cousin who has the right of
succession if the Colonel dies unmarried. He begs the Lieutenant to help him frustrate his
cousin’s plan by finding him a wife before his execution.

At this point there arrive at the Tower Jack Point, a strolling jester and his companion,

lsie Maynard, a singer to whom he is betrothed. Sir Richard persuades Elsie to marry the
prisoner in return for a sum of money which she needs to help her sick mother, and although
Jack Point is disturbed by the idea he finally agrees. Elsie is blindfolded and married to the
Colonel while Point is engaged as the Lieutenant’s jester.

The plan for the Colonel’s escape is now put into operation and Fairfax is introduced as
Leonard, the new warder. The hour of execution approaches but great is the consternation when
the prisoner cannot be found. Wilfred is blamed for the escape and Elsie now realises that she
is the wife of a fugitive from justice whom she has never seen.

ACT 11

It is two days later, the Colonel is still free and Dame Carruthers is mocking the Yeomen
for allowing their prisoner to escape.

Jack Point and Wilfred are both in low spirits: Wilfred stands in danger of dismissal while
Point is unable to marry Elsie owing to her union with the Colonel. The jester, however, sees
a way out for them both. Wilfred shall discharge an arquebus by the river bank and then say
that he discovered Fairfax trying to swim across the river and shot him. Point will corroborate
the story, Wilfred wiil be restored to favour and Point \.vill be able to marry Elsie.

Fairfax enters still disguised as Leonard. The identity of his bride is revealed to him when
Dame Carruthers comes to warn him to have nothing to do with Elsie as she has just confessed
in her sleep that she is married to the Colonel. Later, finding }.1imse1f. alone with Elsie, he makes
love to her in the character of Leonard but she repulses him, being unaware that he is her
lawful husband. ) o

A shot is heard and Wilfred and Point rush in to tell their story of the killing of Fairfax.
Point now returns to the business of wooing Elsie apd Fairfax undertakfzs to show him how ‘t
should be done, but his demonstration is so effective that he and Elsie embrace each other
ardently to the dismay of both Point and Phoebe. _ . ' '

Phoebe in her desperation confesses her love of Fairfax to Wllfred, forgetting that Fairfax
is masquerading as her brother. Wilfred guesses the truth and is persuaded to keep the secret
by the promise of Phoebe’s hand. Dame Carruthers has also guessed the truth and obtains
Sergeant Meryll’s promise to marry her as the price of her silence. '

Preparations are now made for Elsie’s marriage to _Leon‘ard when the Lieutenant enters
and tells her that Fairfax is alive, reprieved and is coming to claim her. The Colonel enters
but she cannot bear to look at him as she begs to be released from her marriage. She at lasti
raises her eyes and realises that the Colonel is the man who had wooed and won her as Leonard.
Point is still deeply in love with Elsie and the sight of her with Fairfax breaks his heart as

he falls insensible at her feet.
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MUSICAL

OVERTURE

Introduction and Song (Phoebe)
Chorus (People and Yeomen)
Song (Dame Carruthers and Yeomen)
Trio (Phoebe, Leonard and Meryll)
Ballad (Fairfax)

Chorus (Crowd, Elsie and Point)
Duet (Elsie and Point)

Trio (Elsie, Point and Lieutenant)
Song (Point)

Song (Elsie)

Song (Phoebe)

Finale

Chorus and solo (People, warders and
Dame Carruthers)

Song (Point)
Duet (Point and Wilfred)
Ballad (Fairfax)

Quartet (Kate, Dame Carruthers,
Fairfax and Sergeant Meryll)

Scene (Elsie, Phoebe, Dame Carruthers,
Fairfax, Wilfred, Point, Lieutenant,
Meryll and Chorus)

Trio (Elsie, Phoebe and Fairfax)

Quartet (Elsie, Phoebe, Fairfax
and Point)

Duet (Dame Carruthers and
Sergeant Meryll)

Finale
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ACT 1

When maiden loves.

Tower warders under orders.
When our gallant Norman foes.
Alas, I waver to and fro.

Is life a boon?

Here’s a man of jollity.

I have a song to sing, O.

How say you maiden, will you wed?
I’ve jibe and joke.

“Tis done’. I am a bride.

Were I thy bride.

Oh, Sergeant Meryll, is it true—.

ACT II

Night has spread her pall.
Oh! A private buffon.
Hereupon we’re both agreed.

Free from his fetters grim.

Strange adventure!

Hark! What was that, Sir?

A man who would woo a fair maid.
When a wooer goes a wooing.

Rapture, rapture!

Comes the pretty young bride.



MANOEL THEATRE MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

Colonel G. C. GATT — Chairman.

Notary Dr. V.M. PELLEGRINI, LL.D. — Hon. Treasurer.
Mr. A. AGIUS FERRANTE, L.P. — Hon. Secretary.

Mrs. INES BONELLO CASHA

} Members.
Mr. GRAHAM BINNS, M.A. (Oxon)

Mr. MICHAEL KISSAUN —- Manager.

Smoking is not permitted in the Auditorium, in Boxes, and in the Gallery.

The Management reserve to themselves the right to vary or omit any part of the pre-
gramme without previous notice.

Patrons are reminded that the taking of photographs during the performance
is not allowed.

All seats bookable in advance (including gallery).

Seats can be reserved for organised parties on application.
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