SITTIN SENA ILU

ZMIEN IT-TIENI GWERRA FL-IMQABBA

Kitba ta’ Carmen Lla B. Ed (Hons.) B.A.

Kien it-Tnejn 10 ta’ Gunju 1940
f'xis-sebgha ta’ filghaxija meta I-ftit
Maltin li kellhom radju semghu 1-
ghajjat ta” Mussolini jiftahar bit-
tmin miljun bajjunetti li lesta ghall-
glieda.

Il-filghodu kmieni ta’ I-ghada
stess, jigifieri t-Tlieta 11 ta” Gunju,
Malta kellha l-ewwel attakk mill-
ajru mit-Taljani ftit wara s-sebgha
ta’ filghodu waqt li n-nies kienu
geghdin iqumu biex jibdew gurnata
xoghol. Bombers Taljani ttajru minn
Sqallija ghal Malta. Hadd ma kien
jaf x’jigifieri attakk mill-ajru.
Kulhadd kellu rasu mimija li 1-
bombi ma setghux igarrfu d-djar
mibnija bil-gebla Maltija. Anke
Uffi¢jali tal-Gvern fil-bidu kienu
wissew lin-nies i t-turgien jew xi
arkata tal-gebel kienu xelter
bizzejjed kontra l-bombi. Ghalhekk
dak inhar ta’ l-ewwel air raid, ftit
kienu bezghu. Hafna marru lejn ix-
xoghol bhas-soltu. Ftit wara s-
sebgha ta’ filghodu beda l-ewwel
bombardament mill-ajru. F'dan 1-
ewwel hbit I-Imqgabba sofriet 1-
ewwel vittma tal-Gwerra -
Giuseppe Ellul ta” 36 sena li ntlaqat
fl-inhawi ta’ Portes de Bombes meta
kien ghadu sejjer fl-Uffi¢ju f'Rahal
Gdid fejn kien jahdem bhala Time
Keeper. Huwa ttiehed 1-Isptar
Bugeja fil-Hamrun u miet
hemmbhekk dakinhar stess. Hmistax
wara, fis-26 ta’ Gunju, sfat meqruda
l-familja Ghigo u mietu Angela (55
sena), Giulio (25) u Emanuel (18)
flimkien ma’ tliet refugjati mill-
Kottonera li kienu joqoghdu fid-dar
maghhom. Dawn kienu Carmela
Saliba (3) u z—zewg uliedha zghar
Giuseppa (3) u Polly (6) u tifel iehor
mhux identifikat.

Il-hruxija, gilla u gerda tal-
gwerra bdiet tinhass aktar mal-bidu
tal-1941 meta f’Jannar dehru fuq
Malta ghall-ewwel darba I-
ajruplani Junkers tal-Luftwaffe
Germaniza. Il-biza’ kiber, l-ghatx
kotor u l-imwiet zdiedu.

Is-sena 1942 kienet sena qalilau

L-Istatwa tal-Madonna tal-Gilju armata
fil-Knisja Parrokkjali fi zmien il-gwerra.

kiefra ferm, l-aghar zmien tal-
gwerra specjalment ghan-nies ta’ 1-
Imgabba li ghaddew minn hafna
esperjenzi koroh. Peress li I-
Imgabba kienet qrib hafna t-target
number one l-ajrudrom, bosta djar
iggarrfu. L-imwiet komplew
jizdiedu. Is-Sibt 24 ta” Jannar 1942
miet John Mary Briffa (59). Is-Sibt
21 ta’ Frar , miet Anthony Ghigo
(24). Izda hafna jsostnu li fost I-
aghar jiem tal-Gwerra ghal Malta
kien hemm il-Hamis 9 ta’ April
1942. Fih sar wiehed mill-eqqel
attakki fuq Malta tal-Luftwaffe
Germaniza.

Hekk iddeskriva l-attakk Dun
Guzepp Micallef:

“Kien l-elfejn u tnejn u erbghin
sinjal ta’ attakk mill-ajru. Is-sirena
daqget fis-siegha nieqes kwart, u r-
raiders passed inghata fis-saghtejn
u tnax-il minuta. Ir-rapport ufficjali
fuq il-hbit, mahrug dik il-lejla, qal
hekk... “...ghal darba ohral-Port il-
Kbir kien it-target ewlieni, imma I-
ajrudromi wkoll gew
ibbumbardjati. Madwar 60 bomber
hadu sehem f’dawn l-attakki, 16
minnhom kienu Junkers 87”. (1)

Ghall-Imgabbin dan zgur kien 1-

aktarjum ta’ gsim ll—qalb fost il-jiem
koroh ta” dawk is-snin. Disa’ Junkers
habtu ghal Hal Luqa u ghall-
ajruport. Wiehed minnhom resaq
fuq l-Imgabba ghal xis-siegha nieges
kwart wara nofs inhar u waddab
hames bombi kwazi kollha qrib il-
Knisja. Wahda minn dawn il-bombi
wagqghet fuq il-Knisja Parrokkjali, li
kienet il-mimmi ta’ ghajnejn 1-
Imqabbin. I-Knisja garrbet hsarat
kbar. Peress li d-direct hit kienet fuq
pilastru tal-koppla, waqghet il-
koppla. Waqghet ukoll parti sew
mill-Knisja nkluza n-nava tal-
Kuncizzjoni u s-sagristija. Dan zgur

~ kien l-iktar attakk ahrax mill-ghadu

fuq l-Imgabba. George Hogan
midhla tan-nahat ta’l-Imqgabba fi
zmien il-Gwerra jiddeskrivi dan il-
hbit ikrah:

“AtImgabba the horrifying raid
took a quarter of an hour and the
bombers came in at lunchtime on
9t April 1942... many of the
country folk had already answered
the siren and were in shelter... The
doctor and the protection officer
were standing alone in a small room
ready to cope with injuries... when
the last few realised the savagery of
the attack and made a dash for the
shelter, not all reached
sanctuary... A stretcher party from
the nearby D Company of the
Hampshire Regiment rushed into
the streets but there was nothing
they could do... The Parish Priest
was in the Church tower when the
bombers struck. They came at a
quarter to one and were gone at
one. A bomb went straight through
the church. The clock tower
remained standing but the church
was an empty shell. The clock died
at exactly 1 p.m. By a miracle the
priest lived and walked down to
comfort his flock”. (2)

Tigrif fil-Knisja
Parrokkjali

Tkissru hafna opri ta’ l-arti fil-
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Knisja fosthom il-pittura tal-
koppla li kienet turi xeni mill-
Inkurunazzjoni tal-Madonna fis-
sena mat-Tliet Persuni tat-Trinit3,
xoghol il-Professur Filippo Venuti,
il-pitturi tal-lunetti li minnhom San
Luga biss kien baqa’ u li kienet ukoll
xoghol l-istess Venuti li kien ghamel
xi zmien ighix ma’ Dun Lorenzo
Zammit fl-Imqabba. L-Imqabba
tilfet ukoll I-artal maggur maghmul
minn irhamiet prezzjuzi u fini
fosthom il-malakite, il-bradella tal-
Istatwa tal-Madonna tal—Gilju, I-
istatwa ta’ San Innocenzo, l-orgni
kif ukoll hafna gandlieri u tizjin li
kien jintuza ghall-festa. Minn got-
tifrik kienu salvati d-damask u I-
paramenti sagri. Mons. Lorenzo
Spiteri D.D., Kappillan ta’ I-
Imqabba mill-1939 sa 1-1945,
jirrakkonta li dak in-nhar tad-9 ta’
April 1942 kienet I-ewwel darba li
dahhal is-Sagrament f'recess fis-
Sagristija u kieku ma ghamilx hekk
kien jitkisser ukoll.

Fit-tigrif tal-Knisja nqabdu fil-
Kampnar il-qassisin Dun Gelard
Mangion u Dun Eugenio Mallia, is-
Sagristan Toni Mallia u Karmnu

Magro. B'xorti tajpa hadd minnhom
ma wegga’. Xi Mqgabbin ohrajn ma
kienux dagstant iffortunati. Fl-istess
attakk bomba ohra li giet fil-pjazza
u fethet bokka fonda f'nofsha u
qatlet lil Ganna Busuttil (41) u
wliedha Mary (15) u Salvina (14). L-
ghada mietu Pawlina Borg (31) u
Lawrence Mangion (61). Nhar it-
Tlieta 23 ta’ Gunju komplew mietu
wkoll Catherine Saliba (72). It-Tnejn
31 ta’ Awissu mietu Emanuel
Zammit (7) u Joseph Zammit (6).
B’kollox mietu dsatax-il persuna
minbarra I-familja Saliba.

Propost1 biex
tissewwa l-hsara

L-1942 kienet sena kerha ghall-
Imqabba. Wara l-attakk tad-9 ta’
April 1942 in-nies ta’ I-Imqabba,
ghajjenin u bil-guh, raw it-tama
taghhom titbaxxa. Barra minn hekk
kellhom quddiemhom bi¢¢a xoghol
delikata. II-Knisja Parrokkjali kienet
fi stat perikoluz ferm u ghalhekk il-
funzjonijiet religjuzi ma setghux
jibqghu jsiru fiha. Riedu jaraw x’se
jaghmlu immedjatament. Dan kien
zmien kiefer u
ta’ biza” kbir

Reverendissimo Sigoer Parrocen,

27 agosto 1942

Sea Eeeelleaza Reverendissima Mons. Vicario Generabe mi dirige a pregare Mofto Revexdissima ¢
VRlastrissimo S;gnor (.n wlin Galizia ALC. come mesebri defla Giunta Diccesana per la Tutela

delta Anlichita’ E he @ valer facchusa &
relatare salfa medesina.

Gradisca | mier piu” distinti essequi ¢ mi creda

da ded Parroco delias Miabita ¢

Cortamente dovrannno recarsi sul luogo ¢ alke spese oftre che ad un onorno pensers’ la Caria,

ghall-poplu
tar-rahal. Il-
Kappillan ta’
dak iz-zmien
M o n s

Lorenzo
Spiteri D.D.,

Suar Reversndissimo Servi ha kull ma

Sac Angela Vels, seta’ fil-Knisja

Sepsaltio, ta’ San Bazilju.

2 Ortobre 1942 Huwa jiftakar

A Sua Eccclicnza Reverendissima i f'dak iz-

Mons. Emanucls Galea, Vicario zmien “1-

Generale Istatwi ma

Eccellenza Reverendissima, hargux minn-

Revtoni Sty A Vo, Sogwane Oy G,  sssonsiy saminas o mogo L proges  |KOLLOSE BRI B 1=
propusts, I'uno dal Parrecco d ‘Micabiba ¢ I'altro dal Procuratore della Chicsa deils stessa hom” s

parrocchia od ascoltati gh stess proponenti od altn membn del clero nonche’ il maestro muratore a I 1 - f i e

cui 5" intende affidare esecuzione degh stessh progettl. osSequIosICHIc S3pongono -

{1} Now essere desirdemabile che fa L‘lucsa di San B:asxlm sia privata dal sacrano con Ia fabhrica di
una sala sulks stesso site; @ e, pr prr alla antichita’ defla stessa chesa

2 Che la Chuesa di San Basiho offre spazio sufficionte per gl incontri defle Madri Cristiane, delle
Fighe di Mania ¢ di altre congregaziont. Percio’ Ia fubibrica di una sala sul sacrano della ehiesa, o
tale scopo, ¢ superflua,

{3) Che una sala, come quatia coneepita dai proponent: delta stessa, non @ sufficientemente adatta
per le funzioni religiose

€1} Che Ja mancanza di v luoga sacro, sulficientements decorvet per le funzion religosa, per un
fango periodo di tempo, potrebhe edsere causa di detnmenio dello spirito religicso

(33 Che il progetto proposto dal parroco, oltre ad essere esegib i fodevol gl
di permettere al poprlo di assistere ale funzioal rehgiose con dbu)m

{6} Percio’ 1 sottoscritti propongono che st approvt il progetto proposte ¢ presentato dal Mol
Reverendo Parmocen.

Baciando if sagro ancllo, con profonda stima, & raffeaniano.
Devoassimi Scrvitors
Parroca Sac. C. Farrugsa
G. Galizia
1M

jonijiet relig-
juzi ghal xi
zmien bdew
isiru fil-
Kappella ta’
San Bazilju
izda 1-
Kappella
kienet zghira
wisq biex
isservi ghall-
htigijiet relig-
juzi kollha tal-
popolazzjoni
ta’ dak iz-

zmien u ghalhekk kien hemm hafna
nies li ma kenux geghdin joqoghdu
gewwa l-Kappella. Ghalhekk riedet
issir xi haga malajr kemm jista’ jkun.
II-Kappillan iddiskuta x’kellu jsir
mal-Prokuratur tal-Knisja
Parrokkjali kif ukoll mal-Kleru tar-
rahal. Hargu zewg proposti —
wahda li jitella’ hajt u saqaf
provizorju fil-Knisja Parrokkjali
jew/u tinbena kamra ohra mal-
Kappella ta” San Bazilju u dan kellu
jsir billi jissaqqaf iz-zuntier/
¢imiterju li jinsab quddiem din il-
kappella.

Fil-Kurja Arciveskovili nsibu
korrispondenza dwar dan. Fis-27 ta’
Awissu 1942, Dun Angelo Vella li
kien is-Segretarju tal-Gunta
Djocesana ghaz-zamma ta’ I-
Antikita Ekklezjali nforma lill-
Kappillan ta’ 1-Imgabba Dun
Lorenzo Spiteri li I-Vigarju Generali
Mons. Emmanuele Galea kien
inkariga lill-Perit Godwin Galizia
bhala membru ta’ l-istess Gunta
sabiex jezamina t-talba ta” I-istess
Kappilan. Ghalhekk kien mehtieg li

~ l-istess Perit jezamina din it-talba

billi jmur fuq il-post. Ghall-ispejjez
kellha tiehu hsieb il-Kurja.

I1-Perit Godwin Galizia
mbaghad baghat lill-Kurja r-
rapport tieghu dwar ix-xogholijiet
li kellhom isiru fil-Knisja
Parrokkjali.

Fit-12 ta’ Ottubru 1942 il-Gunta
Djocesana kitbet lill-Vigarju
Generali fejn intqal li I-Perit u
membri tal-Gunta kienu marru fuq
il-post sabiex jezaminaw iz-zewg
proposti maghmula, wahda mill-
Kappillan l-ohra mill-Prokuratur.
Wara li semghu minn dawn dwar
x'seta’ jsir, instemghu wkoll is-
suggerimenti ta’ membri ohra tal-
Kleru ta’ l-istess rahal. II-
konkluzjonijiet li hargu li kienu
influwenzati hafna mill-mastru
bennej li kellu jiehu hsieb ix-
xogholijiet, primarjament kienu
jghidu 1li ma kienx xieraq li 1-
Kappella ta’ San Bazilju jittiehdilha
z-zuntier sabiex tibena kamra fuq
l-istess sit u dana minhabba 1-
antikita ta” l-istess Kappella. Kieku
kellha tinbena din il-kamra, xorta
ma kenitx tkun adattata sabiex isiru
I-funzjonijiet religjuzi gewwa
fiha.

Ghalhekk fortunatament ghall-
istorja ta’ 1-Imqabba ntghazel il-
progett li kien propost mill-
Kappillan u b’hekk ma saret I-ebda
hsara lill-Kappella ta” San Bazilju.
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