Jt-Lerrimot ta’ L-1693 - L-Ewwel ‘Deskrizzjoni
bil-Latin tat-Lerrimot tohros mill-Imgabba

Mal-medda tas-snin inhassu
diversi terremoti fdawn il-Gzejjer.
Madankollu ¢-caqliq gawwi ta’ l-art
u l-bahar li nhass fil-Gzejjer Maltin
u fi Sqallija bejn id-9 u 1-11 ta’ Jannar
1693 kexkex u hasseb lil kulhadd.
Il-grajja ta’ dak in-nhar kienet ta’
importanza kbira u nkitbet b’interess
specjali.

F’Malta waqghu hafna djar,
palazzi u knejjes, specjalment fil-
Belt Valletta, il-Birgu, I-Isla u
Bormla. II-Kunvent tal-Kappuccini
li dik il-habta kien jinsab ‘il barra
mis-swar tal-belt, garrab hsarat fil-
hitan tat-tarag principali. Il-bi¢¢a
l-kbira mill-Imdina mibnija kif
kienet fuq it-tafal wara t-terremot
kellha tinbena mill-gdid. Fost il-
bini li kellu jerga’ jinbena kien
hemm il-Katidral.

Ghawdex ma helishiex hafif
lanqgas. Il-knisja Matrici, kif ukoll dik
ta’ San Gorg u bosta djar ohra garrbu
hsarat kbar. Fix-Xlendi, il-bahar bela’
l-art u fl-inhawi ta’ Gebel Sammut
bi¢¢a raba’ tkaxkret mal-halel ta’
mwieg il-bahar. Bosta bjar faru bl-
ilmijiet, waqt li n-nixxieghat u
ghejjun ohra nixfu.

Izda wagqt li fi Sqallija mietu eluf
kbar ta’ nies, fil-Gzejjer Maltin
jinghad li ma miet hadd.

II-Granmastru ta’ I-Ordni ta’ San
Gwann Fra Adriano de Wignacourt
malajr lagqa’ -Kunsill tieghu u fl-14
ta’ Jannar 1693 amar li jsir talb
herqan quddiem l-Ewkaristija fil-
Knisja Konventwali ta’ San Gwann.
Ordna ukoll Purc¢issjoni Penitenzjali
bid-driegh ta’ San Gwann Battista
mill-istess knisja ghall-helsien minn
dak it-terrimot.

F’Manuskritt numru 1012
(Biblijoteka) Memoria Terremotus
Anno Domini 1693 nsibu tifkira bil-
Latin ta’ dan it-terrimot. It-tagsim
f'paragrafi ma jinsabx kollu fl-
originali (mil-Latin ghall-Malti).

“Nhar il-Hadd, il-11 ta’ Jannar
(1693), fis-2.00 ta’ wara nofsinhar,
sehh Terremot kbir u ta’ qgawwa
enormi, hekk li, matul il-hafna sekli
ta’ gabel, gatt ma nafu b’iehor bhalu!
Hafna mill-ibliet ewlenin ta’ Sqallija,

nghidu ahna Sirakuza u Katanja u
Awgusta u bnadi ohra, sfaw
imgarrfa, u jinghad li tilfu hajjithom
hemmbhekk izjed minn mitt elf ruh
(100,000).

Hawn Malta, vhud mid-djar
kbar u sbieh tan-"Nobbilissima”
Belt Valletta hassew l-iskoss tat-
terrimot. F'din il-maghrufa Belt 1-
Antika ta’ l-Imdina, bit-tiZjin kollu
taghha, iggaraf parti mill-Katidral
ferm sabih u maghruf ghall-qedem
tieghu li hu Tempju ddedikat lil
San Pawl. Minhabba li kienu ged
jibzghu 1i hin bla wagqt it-terrimot
jista’ jkollu r-replika u ikun ta’
dannu ikbar ir-Reverendi Sinjuri
Kanonci (tal-kapitlu tal-katidral)
bdew jqaddsu gol-Kappella ta’
Santu Rokku, ta’ hdejn il-bieb
ewlieni jew Porta Maggiore ta’ I-
Imdina. La darba dik il-Kappella
ma tesax wisq nies, il-priedki (jew
ezercizzi) tar-Randan saru fil-Knisja
tal-Karmelitani.

Go l-Imdina, djar u bini, godda
jew qodma, uhud iggarrfu, u ohrajn

" kellhom imdendla fughom it-

theddida li jista’ jigrilhom l-istess.
Tnixxfu n-nies bil-biza’, l-aktar ghax
qatt ma tkun taf x’se jigri izjed.
Ghalhekk ir-residenti, ghonja jew
mhumiex, marru sabu kenn go
griebeg ta’ l-injam, jew go dar
¢kejkna fl-irhula ta’ madwar 1-
Imdina, inkella gol-faqar tal-gherien.
It-tama taghhom qieghduha kollha
fil-hniena kbira ta’ Alla, tal-Vergni
Marija Omm Alla, u tal-Qaddis
Padrun taghhom San Pawl, ghax kull
min ha l-hajja - bnedmin u bhejjem
- Phadd aktar ma seta’ jkollu t-tama
tal-harsien mill-mewt.

Sadattant, bil-lejl u bi nhar, baga’
jinhass il-kastig tal-korla ta’ Alla (it-
terrimot). Ghalhekk, 1-
Eminentissimu u Serenissimu Gran
Mastru u Prin¢ep Dejissimu, b’qalb
ta’ missier, ried li n-nies jirnexxilhom
jerfghu hsibijiethom ‘il fuq, lejn Alla.
Ghalhekk, ma halliex jibgghu jsiru
jew jinhadmu fuq il-palk il-fares
dwar glied fil-Qrati u ipprojbixxa
ukoll kull xorta ta’ tbahrid jew
ballijiet. Qassam fkarita flejjes kbar

fost l-insara I-fqar u wettaq fosthom
opri ta’ hniena, li juru s-sens religjuz
li kellu dan il-Gran Mastru.

L-Isqof ukoll, imkebbes biz-zelu
ghall-erwieh, ried juri kemm Alla hu
ghani fil-hniena maghna lkoll, ghax
ahna fl-ahhar mill-ahhar kien
jisthoqqilna dak il-kastig ghal
dnubietna. U biex naqilghu
minghand Alla l-mahfra, -Isqof ried
li fil-Knejjes jibqa’ jinzamm espost
Gesu Sagramentat. Ordna ukoll li
johorgu diversi purcissjonijiet,
immexxija mir-Reverendu Kapitlu

. tal-Katidral, waqt li jingarru r-Relikwi

tal-Qaddisin flimkien mal-Madonna
ta’ San Luqa kif hallihielna hu mpittra
dagshekk tajjeb. Mistennijin jiehdu
sehem is-Sacerdoti Djocesani u
dawk Regolari, f’dawn il-
purcissjonijiet ta’ wahda kuljum lejn
wahda jew ohra mill-Knejjes tal-Belt
(il-Qadima) u dawk ta’ madwarha.

Pur¢issjoni ohra izjed solenni, li
fiha jiehdu sehem il-Maltin kollha
tad-Djocesi, kellha tibda ssir, minn
Jannar ta’ dik is-sena stess, nhar il-
Festa tal-Konverzjoni ta’ I-Appostlu
Missierna, mill-Imdina sal-Grotta
wisq meqgjuma, jew is-Sagrosanta
Kripta ta’ San Pawl. Ghal kull
pellegrinagg minn dawk kollha,
kellu jintghazel Predikatur mill-
agwa, u n-nies kellha tersaq bl-ikbar
deVozzjoni, kif ukoll bis-sawm u bil-
biki u bit-talb.

L-Isqof nieda purcissjoni ukoll
ghal nhar il-11 ta’ Jannar bis-sehem
fiha tal-Qassisin u 1-Patrijiet - ghall-
ewwel darba biss kellha tasal sal-
Knisja ta’ San Pawl il-Bahar li hemm
fix-xatt, u mbaghad tibqa’ ssir
dejjem, sena wara sena, sal-Knisja
ta’ San Pawl (tar-Rabat) barra s-swar
ta’ I-Imdina.

B’hekk, I-Isqof kien ged jordna
li jibqa’ jinghata dejjem radd il-hajr
lil Alla, bil-kunsens ukoll ta’ kull min
kien jagbel mieghu. Il-megjum
Prefett tal-Belt, li ghandu taht idejh
bla wagfien il-harsien ta’ 1-Imdina,
ried hu ukoll igedded it-tifkira ta’
dik il-grajja, u darba ghal dejjem
zidhielha u naqgaxhielha fl-arma
taghha.
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Dwar it-Terrimot ta’ 1-1693:

Terrimot qawwi u tal-biza’ sar fil-11 ta’
Jannar 1693, u waqqa’ I-Knisja Kattidrali ta’
I-Imdina, iggarrfu bosta djar, korrew in-nies
u l-iskossi damu jinhassu bosta granet Ii I-
biza’ kien kbir.

FAURE GIOVANNI. STORJA TA’ MALTA U
GhAWDEX,MALTA, 1916

All the account we have yet of the futher ef-
fects of this earthquake, and the extent of it
to the Island of Malta, is in a letter from
thence, date January 16, published by Author-
ity. On the 9th Instant about ten at night hap-
pened here an earthquake, and another on
the 11th at three in the afternoon. The last
was so violent, and lasted so long, thgt every
body thought this city would have been quite
destroyed. The roof of the Church of Our Lady
de Pelar was thorn down, with part of that of
St. Laurence. The Church and College of the
Jesuits also suffered very much: but the Ca-
thedral and the Church of La Gusmane re-
ceived the greatest damage, and are so ru-
ined, that they can hardly be repaired. Most
of the houses are extremely shattered, and
deserted by the inhabitants, who lie now in
grottos, and under tents in the fields. The
Grand Master of the Order was then abroad
a hunting, and he and all his company were
in great danger by the falling of a mountain
near them. We cannot yet tell the particulars
of the loss this island has sustained, but only,
in general, that ‘tis very great...

SHOWER JOHN. PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS ON THE
LATE EARTHQUAKES IN JAMAICA, ENGLAND, Sic-
ILY AND MALTA. ANNO 1692

Ghall-medda ta’ kwazi sitt xhur
shah, l-Anglu tal-Mulej baqa’ lilna
jsawwatna, ghax waqajna mill-gdid
fl-istess dnub jew htijiet ta’ qabel.
Nitolbu ghalhekk lil Alla jtaffi darba
ghal dejjem il-korla tieghu ghalina,
ahna li ged nibku htijietna. Ghax il-
Mulej hekk jaf jaghmel - dejjem
ihenn, dejjem jahfer. B’hekk, ghall-
merti tal-Passjoni ta’ Ibnu [-Wahdieni
u tal-Kuncizzjoni Immakulata Omm
Alla, qatt iktar ma hu se jiftakar fi
hzunitna, hekk li, lill-Anglu tieghu
li jithajjar jerga’ jsawwatna, Hu jkun
pront ighidlu: “Le!! Zomm! Terfax
idek!”

II-Wisq Meqjum Senat ta’ din il-
Belt halla ghal ta’ warajna din it-
Tifkira, dan il-Monument.

Dan it-taghrif jinsab imnizzel fost
I-Atti tal-Kurja, jigifieri hawn Malta,
fl-Uffi¢ccju tar-Rispettabbli Sinjuri
Gurati tal-Belt ta’ I-imdina jew Citta
Nobile u tal-Gzira kollha ta’ Malta.
Minn hemm jiena, in-Nutar Injazju
Debono, erfajt din il-kopja fisem il-
Manjifiku Nutar C... S...”

Izda l-ewwel deskrizzjoni
dokumentata bil-Latin ta’ dan it-

terremot gawwi harget proprju mill-
pinna tan-Nutar Marc Antonio
Brancato li fdak il-preciz hin inzerta
jaghmel Testment fl-Imgabba.

Fl-Atti Notarili ta’ dan il-Manifk
insibu din id-deskrizzjoni bil-Latin.
L-istess dokument bil-Latin huwa
mizmum fl-Arkiviji tal-Parrocéa ta’ I-
Imgabba bl-isem Un Documento
Storico Inedito. Peress li fl-original
I-Att jibda Fidem facio ego
Notarius. .. u sa kemm jispi¢¢ca huwa
miktub f’paragrafu wiehed,
hawnhekk gie mqgassam f’paragrafi.

“Jiena hawn taht iffirmat, in-Nutar
Konservatur ta’ 1-Atti Notarli tal-
mibki Manjifiku Marcantonio
Brancato, li jinsabu merfugha fl-
Arkivju tal-Belt Valletta, nixhed li fl-
hekk imsejjah testment bla miktub,
kif insibuh fost dawk 1-Atti Notarili,
taht id-data tal-hdax (11) ta’ Jannar
(ta’ l-Indizzjoni ga msemmija) tas-
sena 1693 mit-Twelid ta’ Kristu,
insibu mnizzel x’gara dakinhar haga
b’haga, kif gej:

“Naghtu dan it-taghrif, u nixhdu
ghalih, li s-Sinjorina Grazzja, xebba,
bint Nikol Cassar ga mejjet, li hi minn
dan ir-rahal stess li hu I-Imgabba, u
minni Nutar maghrufa, tinsab
hawnhekk quddiemi, u ghall-grazzja
t'Alla ghadha tgawdi l-uzu tar-raguni
u f’sensiha, f’sahhitha minn
ghajnejha kif ukoll minn mohhha li
ghadu fsiktu, ghalkemm qieghda
fis-sodda ghax il-gisem ghajjien.

“Hi taf 1i xi darba, hin bla waqt,
ghad irridu nidhru quddiem Alla li
jiggudikana. Taf ukoll li l-mewt tigi,
izda xejn m’hemm izjed incert mis-
siegha u l-hin li l-mewt tigi fugna.
Ghalhekk, bil-fors il-mewt,
tbezzaghna, u naghmlu sewwa lkoll
li nibzghu minnha.

“Ghax ghadna kemm rajna
b’ghajnejna u kwazi missejna
bridejna 1-Gudizzju t'Alla dagshekk
fil-grib! X’hin kellna malajr inkiss
inkiss l-esperjenza kerha tal-mewt
li tant nistkerrhu u tant nistmerru.
Mela, f’xis-saghtejn ta’ wara
nofsinhar (2.00 p.m.), it-testatri¢i
kienet ghadha kemm bdiet
tgharrafni u turini x’riditni nnizzlilha
fit-testment, u jien kont qed
inwaqqaf widnejja nismaghha gabel
nibda nikteb...

“Izda x’gara?! Instama’ hoss qisu
ta’ raghad ikarwat xi mkien fil-
boghod, inkella bhal ta’ karru gej
ilebbet lejna u, aktar ma wasal grib,

instama’ aktar tal-biza’! Fkemm ili
nghidlek, id-dar, fejn konna, hasset
u trieghdet, u bdiet ticcaglaq u tmil
lejn naha u ohra. Kienet gisha xi
bastiment mitluq fnofs ta’ bahar,
imwaddab ‘1 hawn u ‘1 hinn mir-rih
u [-mewt.

“Sadattant, jien u dawk kollha ta’
madwari, bilgieghda god-dar fejn
konna, sthajjilna ruhna qed
ningarru... issa fuq bastiment. .. issa
go benniena... Id-dar innifisha,
b’ghajnejna ¢c¢assati madwarna,
rajnieha kollha kemm hi tixxengel
gisha pendlu. Harisna lejn xulxin:
konna lkoll wi¢éna minn lewn il-
garsa tax-xema’, xofftejna bojod
karti, ghajnejna jdemmghu bil-biza’
tal-mewt! Il-biza’ li hakmitna, ghax
gie fugna ghall-gharrieda, mill-
ewwel ¢cahhadna mis-setgha li
nlissnu mqar kelma .ohra, u bqgajna
mbikkmin, galbna thabbat sitta sitta.
Id-dinja thezzet mill-giegh, bit-
terrimot mhux mistenni.

“Malajr ghamilna l-qalb u
nxtehitna gharkobbtejna. Waqt li
ftakarna dnubietna u gietna s-
soghba ghalihom, bl-att ta’ l-indiema
tlabna lil Alla jahfrilna. Tennejna
kemm-il darba t-talba li biha I-Angli
jfahhru ‘1 Alla tliet darbiet u jghidulu:
“Alla Qaddis! Alla Qawwi! Alla
Immortali! Ikollok hniena minnal”

Tlabna ukoll bir-responsorju ta’
Sant’ Antnin ta’ Padova: “Si quaeris
miracula”, u tennejna xi talb iehor,
biex nagilghu hniena minghand Alla
bl-inter¢essjoni tal-Vergni Marija
Omm  Alla, il-Kuncizzjoni
Immakulata, kif ukoll bl-ghajnuna
ta’ Sant’ Antnin ta’ Padova, halli Alla
jtaffi l-korla tieghu ghalina, imkebbsa
bi dnubietna: ihenn ghalina u
joghgbu jzomm wieqgfa d-dinja u ma
jhallihiex tiggarraf. U meta, ghax Alla
hanin, glajna minghandu kulma
tlabna, lill-Hallieq Divin u Feddej
taghna raddejnielu hajr minn qgalbna.

“Malli gheb xi ftit il-biza’ li kellna
fugna, komplejna fejn hallejna:
issokktajt innizzlilha I-lista ta’ kulma
xtaqet thalli fit-testment...”

Hajr lir-Rev. Dun Gwakkin
Schembri B.A. Lic. D., L.S.S. ghat-
traduzzjoni mil-Latin ghall-Malti

1. In-Nutar Marc Antonio Brancato,
Nutar Malti, li ghex bejn is-sekli XVII-
XVIIIL.
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