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Overnight transformation
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Izniah G3:10b-17, 19h; 65:2-7; Penlin 5002-3, 15-16,
18-19; 1 Corinthinms 1:3-9; Mark 13:33-37

Im 15915, Franz Kafka published The Metamsonr
phosis, & movel about Gregor Samsa, a had-
wanrking salesman and only breadwinner for
his family, who one day, upon waking wp from
sleep, finds himself transformed into an
undpesiefer, 3 monstnos vermin.

The German téerm ungezicfer aliades to bath
a filthy and repulsive insect as to lowly indi-
viduals of spineless and dismal disposition,
The term also had religious andertones in me
dieval German, referring to an unclean ani-
mial that was unfit for sacrificial offerings.

Although Gregor is changed overnight into
# vermin, rather than becoming like one,
Kafka insisted that there be no depiction of
him as an insect in the book, As he himself
confides to his fiancée, the metanmorphosis
enverged “inbed in my misery, and now tron-
hles, oppresses me with inmost intensity”,

There are many different ways to inferpret
this eerie book, including religious, psycho-
logical, and sociological viewpoeints, Some
read it as Kafka's way of expressing his father

comples, portrayed in Gregon s payving off the
paternal bankruptey bills, in the fathers ag-
gressivie handling of him by dragging him to
his voomm, Lo sevigusly injuring hinm by theow

ing apples at him in a fit of rage, Using insights
from his Letter to His Father, several crities
highlight how Kaflka'’s novels are framed by
the dysfunctional mechanisms that ereated
his refationship with a very strict father who
lacked empathy and affectivity, coming to re-
et even his son's call to literature,

Whatever the interpretative perspective,
Gregoris a victim of his own collapse, Indeed,
Kafkas early works feature characters whao
are nod vigilant, and who are perpetually dis
tracted bosuch an extent s to bring about ter
rible repercussions for themselves, In Kafl,
institutional social structures enforce also
this misery and oppression making people
feel helpless, by keeping them alienated.

In The Triel, written alongside The Meta:
murphosiz, the novelist explores existential
uneasiness in the story of Joseph K., a banker
whi i= arrested for an unspecified crime he
must have commmitted, Arpested, but not im:
prizomed, e is left deating with ssues of guilt,
justice, identity, and freedom, by an intransi
gent and corrupt begal system until he be-
comes convinded he must be guilty. Finally, he
doesm't even resist being executed like a0 dog,

It hes been said of Kafl that be is the poet
of guilt and shame, and in who's world there
is na hope of redemption, Boin in Pragee in
1883 toa Jewish Family, Kaflea passed away of
tuberculosis in Kierling, Austiia, on June 3,

1924. Most of his novels were published
posthumously against his will, making him
o of the most significant writers of the 20th
century, Various initiatives are being taken in
2024 to mark the centenary of Kafle's death.

Vigilanee, sbeep, wuilt, Btherhood, redenp-
tion, spiritual and moral uncleanliness, all
feature in today's liturgy, In the gospel, as in
Katha's world, alienation is the source of ill.

Jesus presses us: “Be watchful! Be alert!™
not to be struck by ultimate “sudden” trans-
formation while “sleeping”. The eschatologi:
cal underpinnings of Jesus's discowrse in
chapter 13 of the Guspel point to final judge-
ment and transformation, the sutcome of
baoth dhepending on our capacity or failare to
live watehful lives. As the apostle points out in
the First Letter to the Corinthians, through
o wartchidinl awaiting we “are not lacking in
iy sparitual gift™ toarrive at full transforma:
tion in fellowship with Jesus Christ,

Watchiulness includes being aware of hav-
ing “hardened hearts" that kead to sinful atti-
tudes; transforming us inte an “unclean
people”, having “desds like pollated rogs”. The
huphn:tlsamh EOCArEEES s bo be “mindful™
of v conelition before God, who is an em-
powering Father full of compassion, calls us
out of selfimposed wretchedness and isola-
fione, Gl dhoes not ook at ws with Kaflaesque
berror and contempt, but with uncomdition:sl
positive regard inviting us to Aourish and
o b fulfilment,
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