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Overnight transformation 
FRCHARLd 
CAMILLERI, 
O.CARN. 

J-soial1 G3:1Cb·li, JOb: G4::?-i; Psalm S0:2-3, Ji-lG, 
IS•l9: 1 corintltinns J:.!M:t: Mark 13."33-3i 

In 1915, Franz.Kafka published'ffltMclumor• 
phosil;, a no,1:1 a boot Gregor S3msa, a hard• 
working :saletim.m and ouJy b1~d"inner for 
bis t3mily, "t.o one day, upon wa.ki.llg up IJvm 
Slt('p, finds hint.Sclf trans formed into an 
ungr.if.(n-, a mOO!,trow, vtrmin. 

11le Ccm1au term u1191·zkf1~r alludts to boCJ1 
a filth)' and n:pulsh>e insect as to lowly i.ndi• 
viduals of spineless aud dismal disposition. 
'fhe ttnn also had rcligioos wtdo1011cs in tnt"

dil."Yal Gc.-nna.n, referring to an untkan ani• 
mat tliat w.is unlit for :sacrifitial olft~ 

Although Crtgor is changed tM"rnight into 
a vermjn, rathc:r tJ1an becomi.ng like one, 
Kafka i.ns:isted tJiat then- bt no depktion of 
h.im as an in.stet in the book, As he himk lf 
c:onfides to hiS fiancet, the metamorphosis 
tni-erjJcd "in bed in my misery, aud no"" t rou• 
blts,c,pp~ me"ith ilunOS1 inteusity", 

Thcrt arc mrui)·dif1t'l~nt \\".l)'S to iuttrprel 
thiS ttrie book. i11cluding reUgiou.s, Jk)ytho
logicaJ. and SOliofogkal ,iewpoin\$. Some 
rtad it as Kafka's way ol c:xprtmng his rather 

t'Ompla, po11n.ytd in Gregor's pa)'ilig off the 
paternal bankruptcy bills, in tht father's ag. 
gm:sivc handling or him by drJggmg him to 
hi.s 100m, to sn:ioosly injuring him by throw. 
ingapplcsathimina 6tolngf:'. UsingiJ1Sights 
from hi$ LctctT to His Fctlht.r, st,'tr.tl Critics 
highlight how Kafka's u<wcls ru·e fntmtd b)' 
the dysfunctional med1.aniSntS that treated 
ht$ rdaUonship with a ,ocry Strk1 father who 
lacked empathy and afftt1Mty.(..'01uingto rt • 
joct twen his wu 's (~ to litcr.attu-e. 

Whate-vcr Ute iuttq,retati\~ per.spel1:ive, 
Gregor is a .. ictiln ot hi:$ own oollap:Se, lude\-d, 
Kat'ka's tart)· works feature charm1ers who 
artc not vi.gililllt.and who w,: perpetually dis• 
traded to such an extent as to bri1lg about tc:r 
riblc rtp:n-ussions forthemsel,-es. J.n Kafka, 
institutional social s tructm~s enforte also 
Utis mistry and oppn:ssion maki.Jig l)('oplt 
ft't'I helpless, by kttping thtmalitnattcL 

In The Tried. writttn along)ide The Mcca
morphosis. Utt novelist cxplot~!i t'Xll>'tential 
untasim.~ ill the ~101')' of JOSt:ph K., a banker 
who is arrested for an WlSpeci/i('d nime be 
mlb't ha\~ COllllUitted. Arrnted, but not im • 
p1iwntd, he is ltft dt'aling with issues or J,tuilt, 
justi(..-e-.i<lentity,and r1~t:don1, by an intranSi• 
gent and t..'Orrupt legal S)'Stcm until he be
oomcs oonvin(l('d ht must be guilty. Finally, he 
d1>1:sn·t t,~n rtsist bring exc:cuted like a d~ 

It has bttn said or KaJka that ht iS the: poet 
of guilt a11d shame, and in "11o's world tht're 
is no hope or mkmption, Born in Pr ague in 
1883 to a Jewish family, Kalka pa:$Sot'd lr\\.i)' of 
tubtrtulOtiis in Kie1·Lin_g1 Ausoi.l. on June 3, 

In search of wisdon1 

GORDON 
VASSALLO 

"'wisdom is not a product of 
sthooliug but a lifelong attffllpl 
to ac:q_uirt it"'. 

1924, Most of his novels wtre publi.slle:d 
pc)e,'thlUOOU.Sly ag:ai~i bis wUJ, m.akiJ1g him 
one of the nlOS1 sig:niikaut writn-s or the 20th 
ce11tury,. \'arious initiative.s arc bei.ug taken in 
202ft to mark tl1ectntmaty(>( Kafka's deli th. 

\~an<--e-. sltep, guilt, fatlierhood, 11:dtmp• 
tion, spiritual and moral unclt'antint"SS, all 
feature in today's Liturg)'. In tht gospel. as in 
Kafka's worid, alienation is the ww-ct-or UL 

Jesus pn:Ssts us; '"'lk watchruu Be alert!" 
not to be struck b)' ultimate •~uddtn" trans• 
fonnation wbik "sletping". The esc.batoiogi• 
cal underpinnings of Jtsus"s diM'ourse in 
chapter 13 o( tht' Gospel point to finaljudge
ntt'Jll and trausforn:tation. the outcome of 
both dtpending on our capac.il)· or failun: to 
live w,:itchful liVd. As tJie apostle points out in 
tl1e fir$( Lrtter to Ute COrinthiaus., through 
our watd1ful awaiting ~'t ~ not ladting in 
any Spiritual gift'• to w·1ivc at tuU tr.titsfonna
tion in f tUowship with Jesus Chr ist. 

Watchtuhtt'S5 indudc:s being aware of h<I\'· 
ing ''h.ardeo«J h~ru"' that kad to sinful atti• 
tudes; tr.msfonning us into ;-tn "unclean 
peoplt"', having '"<ketls likt polluted r .• g,f', 11Je 
Pt'Ophc:t Isaiah euooura,ges us to be Mmind!W" 
of oor condition t>tro,~ God, who is an tm• 
powtring father ruu ur t.'Ontpas;Sion. calls u.s 
out of self-in, posed "1't'tchedness and isola
tion. Cod dOC'S not look at us with Kafkaesque 
hotTorand(..'Ontcrupt, but with wt1:onditional 
positive rtgard in\'iting U$ to lloul'ish aud 
romc to IW.filmc:nt, 

OIAAIO.tJJ<l~llEDU,KI 

In Holy Soipture (Pro,'t1·bs 
3:13-18) we find that "Blessed is 
the one who t'inds wisdom, and 
the one who gtts understand• 
i.ng1 for the gain from heri:1 btt· 
tcr than gaill from :1iJvtr and 
ht'r profit bttter than gold. She 
is more pn:dous than jewels, 
and nothing )'OU dl';liin: can 
compaJ't with h,e-r. I.bug life is in 
her right hand; in htr kft hand 
art riches and honour. Herw.r)"S 
an wars of pleasantntU, and all 
her path$ an: peace." 

To shed some Ught on the 
thirs t for wiSdom, Pope f riln• 
t: i.S draws OU Ollt of bi~ 
fa,·aurite s.a.inUl, St Therese of 
U.situx. On the 150th annivcr• 
saryof her birth. Pope franc:is 
issued au apostolic exh orta • 
tiou on 'Confidence in the 
merciful love or God.' 

St Therese of Lisieox can help us rediscover the importance of 
s implicitv, the absolute primacv of tove, trust and abandonment. 
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK.COM 

We a.i~ in au age or indiffermc:e 
ru1d se.ll¼bwrption, au age th.at 
m-gd us to t'ucus on oun;tlvts 
and ow· own in tnt.sts. We often 
.spe.a.k or iutelli.gence1 but while 
intdligtitl't is tht abjJjty to a(:• 
qui.I~ and appJ)' kJ1owlNlge. wiS• 
dom is \h(' ab ilit)' to use 
knowledge and cxpctie-uC( to 
make good dt'ci:l..ions and j udge
ments. AS Albert Einstein put it 

Tben:se tcileht'S us "the littlc. 
""a)' of love, self.giving, oont:ern 
for others and tampklt' ll'USt in 
the. met'\)' or Cod," the p,ope said 
ill this uew doc'l1ment. '"At a time 
whtn human being.s arc ob· 
sesscd with grandeur and Ot\'' 
forms af power, Tht'1-..:st points 
out to us the little wa)',• 

Therese inspire,; us to bt mi.S• 
s ionaiy disciplts. captivated by 
the attractiwness of J~us .ind 
the Gospel, There5esbows us the 
be.aut)' of making oo.r lives a gift. 

At a time when the most Su• 
perficial needs and dtsfrts art 
gloriried, she tt-Stifks to the 
radicalism of the Gosptl, 

ln an age ot ind.i,,idualism, she 
makes us discover the value of a 
love that becomes intcn:cssion 
for others. 

In an age that casts aside so 
man)' of our brothers an d sis• 
ter.s, she te.al'hes llS the beaut)' 
uf l'onc:crn and respOnsibilit)' 
for one a.tJothcr, 

At a time of great (..'Ontplt:<lty. 
.she can help us redi:scovn· the Ur,. 
portaJK't of simplkil)', the abso• 
lute primat.')' of 10\'t' .. trust and 
abandorunctlt, a.i1d thus move be· 
yond a legalistic or moralistic 
mindset tltal would ta:U tht Qui$. 
tirui IU'e with rule.s and reguJa,. 
lions and C"aUSt the jO)' of the 
COSPf.'I to grow col(I. 

It is confideucc and nothing 
but confidence that IU\b't lead us 
to Jo,~. Her boundlc!iS mlltdmc:e 
n,i:ow-..ges all who fed fnUI, Lim• 
itt:d and sinful to kt themsel\'cs 

be tlevated and trausronned in 
01-der to rcadlgrtatn: heights. 

As the pope says iii his t'.Xhoi1a• 
tion, "if all wtak .and imperfect 
souls Mt what tJJt: kast or souls 
fcc::(s.that is, U1esool of your little 
~~ no one would despair ol 
miclling the :rununit of the 
mount of 10\'t', Jesus docs not de
mand grc,at ac:tions Crom us, but 
simpl)' surrender and gra titudt'·, 

ASJOhn Udris ,,,it~ in Uol)• Dar, 
ll\l]. it is ooufide:ru:ie that c:h~ to 
oome out of hiding, to givt 0 11t:$Cll 

up lo Dltr(Y, b'UStiJlg "ildl)' in the 
pron\.ise or sa.h-ation r.tthtr than 
letting onC$tlf be ttawrist:d by the 
heart of t.•undcmuation, 

QUOTES &NEWS 

Thlt popo's addre.ss during the 
Sunday An~us on the ftt.ist of 
Christ the King was read by an 
offitiat of the Sccret.iriat cf 
State. He reflected on Matthew 
ZS:31•46. 

"The go.spe-1 today tells us 
th.it tho 'bfossed" are those 
\\m respond to theS4 funns Qf 
poverty with love. withMrvice: 
not by turning .rnay, but b)' giv,, 
ing food and dririt. clothing, 
sheltering., visi ting; in a word, 
b)' bcing close to those in need.. 

So, brodwr& and sistC'l's, let 
us ask oul'HM!s.. do we belieYe 
that true kingship consists in 
rMrtyl Do we believe in tho 
~ of lOV97 Do we be4ieve 
that charitv is the most kflglv 
manifttstation of man. and is a, 
indispensable requirement for 
the Christi.in r" 

'Unbrotherly love' 
Bishop Georg Batting ol Lim
burg, pAtSid('nt of the German 
bishops' COflfet~nce, lam
basted commonts by Atct... 
bishop Stanislaw Gadecki of 
Poznan. Pofond. who recentlv 
lotd Catholic World Report 
that "the Churd, in Germanv is 
in the greatestCMis since the 
Reformation .. , The latter also 
wrote CO the pope to critic;ise 
the Gorman bi$hops. 

Bishop Batting aro.t&ed 
Gooecki of "unbrodll:lrly be
ha-Yiour" whoo he wrote to Pope 
Francis to say I.hat lh.e German 
initiativt? Mdangered the trity 
of the Church, The German 
bishops' le.ider s.iid that Ardr 
bishop Gadecki was '"enor
mous-Iv overst~ his 
authoritv" by making "false 
, i,,;m," aboutlhe Svnodatl'a<h. 

Bishops praise law 
The bishops o4 Pffl.l praised a 
new .. Law that Recognises 
R9lts of Uw Conceived". This 
law, which was approwd by a 
strong majority, tstabliGhes 
that "human life begins with 
conception. The hc.nN;tn person 
is .i subject of law from Ws «in

ception. The ~ruvian st.at• 
reco{Jlise:s and guarantees re,o 
spcclfor the d9iity of the air,-, 

c'1'ivoo chil.4 as well as its right 
to Ul'-8, mvidual identily, meo-
tal and physii&al integrity, as 
Wi!ll as to frcety dewtop in the 
womb U,e .. without e.Ktemal n
terfermceJ. • 

The bishops said that this 
new law .. c:on.slitutes an i"1)0!" 
tam slt'p towards the constN> 
lion of a society that re$p8Ct$ 
aod defends tunan ure inf 
overcomes a oAture of death". 

(Compi/<d by Fr Joe Bo,g) 
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