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OPINION

Danzel Xern

Morbid voyeurism

RECENTLY I observed a group
of elderly men at a café look-
ing at the photo of a woman’s
face shorn off by a shotgun.
They passed the phone around
and gawped at the image. They
seemed blind to the fact that
before her life was taken from
her, that woman was someone
loved by her children and rela-
tives, a human being worthy of
respect even in death.

One of the worse violations of
a person’s dignity is probably
that of gaping at their mangled
corpse after they have been
killed in a horrific accident or
grisly murder.
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the ordinary — does not really
concern them nor deserve to
be documented by them. They
are trampling over the victim’s
dignity by giving themselves
the means to gawk at the grue-
some scene whenever they
wish to do so.

Social networking sites and
messaging apps have helped
nurture many people’s pen-
chant for sharing photos that
record their daily experienc-
es — whether ordinary or not.
Those bystanders who use their
phone to create a memento of
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tragic end. In many cases, there
is ample time to do so before
the emergency services and law
enforcement are on the scene.
This puts the bystander in the
position of having to decide
whether to perpetuate their
intrusive stares by snapping a
photo or else shield the corpse
from the morbid voyeurism of
their peers.

When bystanders choose to
take a photo of what is proba-
bly the victim’s most vulnera-
ble moment, they are making a
conscious decision to souvenir
an event that — while out of

cumstances.

Observing
those men studying the snap-
shot taken soon after a horrific
femicide reminded me of those
other instances when I had
heard of photos of dead bodies
making the rounds, a woman
blown up by a bomb and a biker
crushed by a truck. It made me
think of the people I love and of
how I would feel if their death
were to be documented and
shared on strangers’ phones
just because of someone’s de-
cision to give in to voyeuristic
tendencies rather than exercise
empathy and show respect to-
ward others.
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