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1 CONTEXT 

▸  The South-East Region is one of the most 
populated and with the highest densities 
in the Maltese Islands. Its density is  24 
times the EU average and comparable to 
European City densities.  

▸  The region is defined as mostly urban 
with sparse rural and semi-rural areas. It 
has an indented coastline which was 
developed in ancient times into harbours 
and ports. The rocky coastline with low 
vertical cliffs around headlands in the 
Grand Harbour and the Marsascala-
Delimara area characterise the coastal 
area. Sparse small sandy beaches are 
located around the coast mostly 
concentrated around Marsaxlokk and 
Marsascala.  
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1 CONTEXT 

▸  area S.E. region: 34.32 sq km area 
Malta: 246.49 sq km  

▸  population S.E. region: 96,316 
population Malta: 417,432  

▸  density S.E. region:  2,806 per sq km 
density Malta: 1,566 per sq km Europe 
average: 116 per sq km 

▸  15 COUNCILS 

▸  2 DISTRICTS 

▸  CAPITAL CITY VALLETTA (WHC) 

▸  28 km of FORTIFICATIONS 
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11 out of 15 Councils in the region are 
maritime with a concentration over the 
harbour area with an annular formation 
of historical sister fortified cities.  

The region does not only encompass 
the most important ensemble of 
fortifications (UNESCO Tentative List) 
it also has the highest concentration of 
archaeological World Heritage sites 
with Tarxien Temples and the Hal-
Saflieni Hypogeum. The UNESCO list 
for Malta includes Valletta both capital 
and World Heritage City.     

These are important resources 
contributing in diversifying the local 
predominantly industrial economy to a 
tourism orientated one. The industrial 
sector still predominates with 4 out of 
10 industrial estates located within 
the region without considering the 
docks, shipbuilding and maritime 
industrial zones.  

increase marina berths: 66%
increase of shipping tonnage: 70% 

increase in sea-resorts: 80%
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▸  CAP 363 LEGAL PARAMETERS 

▸  MISSION 

The South-East Regional Committee (SERC) will 
try to gather all resources possible to direct 
actions for better governance through better 
coordination, increased information and 
communication. The SERC will seek funds to 
sustain research and development to promote; 
management tool development; capacity 
building. SERC will also spur alliances with other 
regions, councils and stakeholders to secure the 
implementation of  the UN Ten Principles.  

▸  VISION 

The South-East Regional Committee (SERC) will 
seek the means to spur actions to guarantee a 
sustainable development for future communities. 
The Councils in partnership will plan, design and 
develop projects to ensure that the communities 
within the region are more liveable. 

2 GOVERNANCE 
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3 OBLIGATIONS 
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3 OBLIGATIONS 
▸  UN Principles  

▸  UNGCCP THE 10 PRINCIPLES 

▸  UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE 

▸  VALLETTA 18  

▸  EU and COR 



NEW TOOLS FOR ASSESSMENT FOR FORTIFIED TOWNS: A CASE STUDY, THE 
SOUTH EAST REGION AND ITS SISTER CITIES – A GEO-SPATIAL APPROACH 

3 OBLIGATIONS 



NEW TOOLS FOR ASSESSMENT FOR FORTIFIED TOWNS: A CASE STUDY, THE 
SOUTH EAST REGION AND ITS SISTER CITIES – A GEO-SPATIAL APPROACH 

3 OBLIGATIONS 



NEW TOOLS FOR ASSESSMENT FOR FORTIFIED TOWNS: A CASE STUDY, THE 
SOUTH EAST REGION AND ITS SISTER CITIES – A GEO-SPATIAL APPROACH 

3 OBLIGATIONS 
AREA OF HIGH LANDSCAPE VALUE 

VALLETTA UNESCO WHC 1980 
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3 OBLIGATIONS 
TARXIEN TEMPLES WHS 1980 

HAL SAFLIENI HYPOGEUM 1980 
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4 ASSESSMENT TOOLS 

Category Format Structure 
Non-Spatial Various 

Databases, spreadsheets, analogue-digital 
Can be built into a model 

Spatial LiDAR, GIS, Remote, in-situ Point, Line, Area, vector-raster 

 
 

 
 
 

Physical Urban, peri-urban, rural Various pre-existing datasets and 
real-time data gatherers 

Social Various sources International, National, regional, 
local 

Thematic Various sources International, National, regional, 
local 
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Category 
City Development Social inclusion 

Education 
Health and Wellbeing 
Food Security 
Social Welfare 
Community and Culture 
Employment and Labour Rights 

Category 
City Sustainability Environmental Sustainability 

Water 
Agriculture and Land Use 
Energy 
Mobility 
Waste 
Climate Change Adaptation 
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Category 
City Governance Transparency and Accountability 

Resources and Leadership 
Justice and Anti-Corruption 
Community Participation 
Economy and the Private Sector 
Urban Development and Planning 
Public Safety and Security 
Risk Management 
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CITY DEVELOPMENT 
1) Social Inclusion 
Availability of inclusion programmes and/or facilities for vulnerable groups (incl. women, children, elderly, disabled, 
LGTB, the poor, etc.) 
Availability of inclusion programmes and/or facilities for migrants, refugees and other ethnic gropus 
Access to inclusion programmes and facilities for vulnerable groups and/or ethnic groups 
Resources available for social inclusion programmes and/or facilities 
Efficacy of social inclusion policies and/or programmes 
Level of respect and promotion of vulnerable groups' rights 
Level of acceptance of cultural/ethnic differences 
Issues with discrimination based on age, race, religion, gender, sexual preferences, ethnicity, etc. 
 
Issues with poverty 
2) Education 
Availability of education facilities and/or programmes of all levels for all population groups 
Access to education for all population groups 
Equal access to education for vulnerable groups 
Free and/or affordable education at all levels 
Financial aid for students 
Quality of education services and/or infrastructure 
Efficacy of educational policies and programmes 
High levels of educational attainment 
 
3) Health and Wellbeing 
Availability of health care services and/or infrastructure 
Access to adequate health care services for all population groups 
Availability and/or access to preventative care services 
Availability and/or access to maternal and child health services 
Affordability of health care services 
Affordability and/or access to medicines and vaccines 
Quality of health care services and/or infrastructure 
Efficacy of health care policies and programmes 
Level of healthy and active lifestyles 
Level of wellbeing and life satisfaction 
4) Food Security 
Availability of sufficient, safe and nutritious food 
Access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food for all population groups 
Accessibility to adequate food outlets 
Food affordability 
Quality of food 
Efficacy of nutrition policies and programmes 
Issues with nutrition and/or related diseases (under-nourishment, obesity, diabetes, etc.) 
Sustainable food supply chains and food waste reduction 
5) Housing and Shelter 
Availability of housing and housing services 
Access to adequate housing and/or housing services for all population groups 
Availability and/or access to public or social housing 
Housing affordability 
Quality and adequacy of housing 
Efficacy of housing policies and programmes 
Issues with homelessness and/or informal settlements 
High levels of sustainable practices in the household 
High levels of sustainable practices in the housing industry 
6) Social Welfare 
Availability of social protection and welfare programmes and/or services 
Access to social protection and welfare programmes and services 
Life affordability (balance between income and costs) 
Quality of welfare programmes and services 
Efficacy welfare policies and programmes 
Level of income distribution and equality 
Level of support for deprived and vulnerable groups 
7) Community and Culture 
Availability of community, leisure and/or cultural programmes and facilities 
Availability of cultural and/or natural heritage protection programmes 
Access to community, leisure and/or cultural programmes and facilities for all population groups 
Affordability of community, leisure and/or cultural activities 
Resources available for community, leisure and/or cultural activities 
Quality of leisure and/or cultural offer and/or infrastructure 
Level of presence and support for artistic and cultural expression 
Level of support and respect for arts and heritage 
Level of promotion of tourism and local culture 
Level of community's sense of identity and belonging 
8) Employment and Labour Rights 
Availability of policies and programmes that promote and ensure fair employment conditions and opportunities 
Availability of health and safely policies and programmes 
Access to local employment for all population groups 
Availability and access to employment services and benefits for all population groups 
Provision of equal and fair pay, and benefits for all workers 
Efficacy of fair work policies and programmes 
Quality and/or efficacy of employment services 
Level of protection and promotion of labour rights 
Level of protection and promotion of the right of association and collective bargaining (i.e. trade unions) 
Level of unemployment and/or underemploymentin the city/region 
Issues with exploitation, slavery and/or forced labour (incl. child labour) 
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5 THINKING GEO-SPATIALLY 
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TO INSERT TABLE SHOWING DIFFERENT DATA SETS 
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6 APPLYING & DOVETAILING 
NEW TOOLS  
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