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Debate & Analysis 

DANIEL XERRI 

On a day in 
November, a dozen 
SO-year-old trees in 
Mosta Square were 
stripped bare of all 
their branches and 
transformed into 
naked trunks to be 
pulled out of the soil. 

I 
t was the latest in a long se­
ries of tree massacres that 
our islands have witnessed 
over the past few years. 
Until a last-minu te change 

of heart prompted by public out­
cry. the plan was to relocate these 
ficus trees elsewhere, this being a 
big gamble that would not have 
guaranteed their survival. While 
ficus are hardier, hundreds of 
trees that experienced such trau­
matic uprooting as part of the 
Kappara and Central Link projects 
eventually died. The same will 
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Esplora Interactive 
Science Centre first 
opened its doors to a 
world of wonder and 
discovery seven years 
ago. 

W
estartedanamaz­
ing journey of sci­
entific inquiry and 
community par­
ticipation since 

this historic day Today. we are proud 
to celebrate our seventh year an­
niversary with you, our cherished 
community.and we invite you to join 
us for a celebration during this 
weekend between 9am and 5pm. 
This special event is dedicated to our 
esteemed visitors, who have been 
the heart and soul of our mission to 
bring the magic of science to our 
communities. 

The event reflects our unwa­
vering ded ication to creating a 
better world through science 
and education. We firmly be­
lieve that by uniting our efforts, 
we can identify innovative ways 
to act towards a more sustain­
able and environmentally con­
scious future. 

During these two-day celebra-

The inconvenience of trees 
probably happen to the trees that 
are being uprooted during the 
widening of a stretch of the Pem­
broke-Swieqi main road. 

The relocation of trees is symp­
tomatic of a disturbing attitude 
exhibited by those who seem to 
see mature trees as an inconven­
ience and come up with all kinds 
of excuses to get them out of the 
way. Sometimes they even try to 
convince us that new trees will be 
planted instead of the cut or up­
rooted ones. Ian Borg - a tree cut­
ter par excellence when he was 
the minister responsible for up­
grading Malta's road infrastruc­
ture - even bragged that for every 
tree his underlings cut down, they 
planted many others. As if trees 
grow to a majestic size overnight. 
Pull the other one! 

The mutilation of the ficus in 
Mosta was part of yet another 
embellishment project, one of the 
many that seem to be causing 
havoc in most towns in Malta in 
the name of some misguided 
sense of progress. Just consider 
what happened to the large trees 
in Rahal Gd id Square. As inhabi­
tants of a warm and arid country, 
the last thing we should be doing 
is chopping down trees. And yet, 
we seem to prefer pouring as­
phalt over the soil and paving 

"The relocation of 
trees is symptomatic 
of a disturbing 
attitude exhibited by 
those who seem to 
see mature trees as 
an inconvenience 
and come up with all 
kinds of excuses to 
get them out of the 
way." 

every speck of green. Our idea of 
open spaces seems to be consis­
tent with a barren landscape on 
which the sun beats down merci­
lessly 

One of the most poignant sights 
that accompanied the butchering 
of the trees in Mosta was that of 
hundreds of sparrows and other 
birds returning to their nests to 
roost in the evening only to find 
their homes gone. Videos of these 
birds circling around the bare 
trunks in distress were shared by 
many on social media. When one 
considers that this happened in a 
country where the majority of 
people voted to preserve spring 
hunting in a national referendum, 

it was ironic to come across loads 
of comments expressing outrage 
at the fate of the poor homeless 
birds. 

What is it about trees that makes 
us see them as inconvenient? Why 
have we become a nation ob­
sessed with clearing all traces of 
the natural environment to make 
space for our hideous buildings, 
piles of cars, and concrete-loving 
throngs. Those dimwits responsi­
ble for such depredation seem not 
to give a damn about Franklin D. 
Roosevelt's prescient words: "A 
nation that destroys its soil de­
stroys itself... Forests are the 
'lungs' of our land, purifying the 
air and giving fresh strength to 
our people:• And why would they? 
The only time that matters is the 
present. The only thing that gives 
them strength is the cash in their 

pockets. 
Rather romantically Herman 

Hesse said that "Trees are sanctu­
aries. Whoever knows how to 
speak to them, whoever knows 
how to listen to them, can learn 
the truth." As a nation governed by 
opportunistic tree cutters whose 
dream is to turn this country into 
some kind of kitschy Dubai 
wannabe, we are not only being 
deprived of the ability to interact 
with the environment but we are 
also being sold the false narrative 
that this is all for our own good 
and that our country will tum out 
better in the long run. The loss of 
our trees is allegorical for the loss 
of the sanctuary that once was the 
country in which we felt at home. 

Daniel Xerri is an educator 

Celebrating seven years of scientific excellence 
with Esplora Interactive Science Centre 

tions, we're thrilled to bring to­
gether environmental NGOs, 
dedicated researchers and sci­
entists who are working tire­
lessly to find innovative 
solu tions for a sustainable fu­
ture. During the event, visitors 
can discover pract ical ways to 
reduce their carbon footprint, 
learn about the latest advance­
ment in climate science and en­
gage with local research 
initiat ives aimed at preserving 
our p lanet. 

Milestones and achievements 
Throughout these last seven 

years, our centre has grown, 
boasting over 200 interactive 
exhibits that have captured the 
imagination of curious minds 
of all ages. But our journey 
goes beyond our walls; it ex­
tends into t he heart of our 
community. We've been fortu-

nate to fos ter valuable partner­
ships that have enriched our 
commitment to science and 
Steam education. 

Esplora Interactive Science 
Centre has evolved to become 
an integral part of our commu­
nity, hosting numerous events 
and outreach programmes 
aimed at spreading the love of 
science. We've gone in to local 
schools, engaging with eager 
young students and visited eld­
erly homes, bringing the joy of 
science to older generations. 
We've actively taken part in 
local festivals and activities, 
making science a part of the 
celebration. Our mission is to 
make science accessible to all 
and your unwavering support 
has been the driving force be­
hind our journey. 

Esplora' s dedicat ion to inno­
vation, education and scientific 

achievement is steadfast. To­
gether with you, our esteemed 
visitor s, we look forward to cel­
ebrating and moving forward 
on our path to a better, sustain­
able future. We appreciate you 
being a member of the Esplora 
family and we are eager to 
share our celebrations with 
you. Our journey is far from 
over and we are excited about 
the future. Here's to seven 
years of scientific excellence 
and to many more years of ex­
ploration, wonder and discov­
ery. 

During these two day celebra­
tions, chi ldren under 10 enter 
free of charge, while those be­
tween 11 and 15 years pay only 
€4. Adults pay €8. 

Olaf McKay is senior director at 
Esplora Interactive Science 

Centre 
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