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Todn_\"& rooding::: Gc,icsis IS:H:l; 2r:-f.3; Psalm 
1os:1-2. 3-4, S·G. s-:>; cofossions 3:f2•2f or 3:12· 
17 or Hrbrcws I l:S. fM2 , fJ •JO; luke2:22-40. 

Fli9h1 (19'2?). a theatJ~ pieC'4.' by .Mikhail 
Af.amt!i)'evich Bulgakov (189M940), prcswts 
Khloudo,·, a Wh.i tt Arm)' gtnernl who iron.i• 
i:all)' dtl'S the optuing verse or Silueon·s Can• 
tide, round i.n Luke 2:22~0. tOda>•'.s Gospcl 
namth't': .,N~ Master, you may kt )'OlU' St~ 
vant go in peact, according to yow· word. .. * 

But he rtjtt1S the Cd~ or dMne pt-OVidence 
aud protection as the Bolehe,•iks c:Asily 
t:~d the Gulf ofSi\'atth,Sf:t in theoontt.'<l 
of the Russiao Ci,·u War. Ute play pruvidts a 
reflection where remnants or tht' Whitt 
A.mt)'~1<1tdy1'\'Sistcd the Red Aml')I, 

The play was only allowed to be staged iu 
195?, 1, years after Bulgako,•'s demise, as it 
wasc:onsidn:td an anti•SO\'ittspe{Udc,jus­
tif)•i.ug the Whitt' Army'$ resistanc.-e as wclJ as 
that or all those who rd'uscd to comply "ith 
tft-to. demands of tht' Communist regime, thus 
being considt'n:d as ent'mits of the prole­
tariat, Ju tht play, clissenttrs arercprestnted 

by Serafima Kor.;mkhina, uni.vc::rsity profts• 
sor Ser1,'t'i Golubko\• and the two Whitt gm 
tralS Chamota and KhludO\', Bulgak<w, a 
doctor born in K)•i.v and a membet· or the 
\\t'hitt Arm)', p1't'5Cnts the di.s.M:nting c-har:.C­
lt'fS as pitiful, toml('ntcd humans ruarl(t"d by 
failure. l'hc pla)' iii not about ht1'0tS but a 
poignant ckpic.1ion of tht tw·moil and tt'nvr 
rt~ulting from the fall of a nation's rulers, 

The son of a renowocd trn:ologi.an and bail· 
jn_g fivm a fmilly of dodort and prirsts, Bui• 
gakov wrote innO\~th,: plays as "road tin.ma" 
"1icn: char,n1trs, caught in their nation's po• 
litical uphe;wal. Ott to Qimea, Constantino­
pit and Paris, sutfr.r ing t'Xilc and pining to 
rdum home. SlJ't1Ctlu'td in U1efonnor tight 
dn:3m.s, the pl.ii)' devdtes tht road and 0.lght 
im.ager)' to a nt"\,' dimension of rrality, 

In today's Gosptl, the same themes t1Jl(1'gt 
in the l"hat<t<.:te:rs featuring in tht lll lTJth,: of 
Jesus_.s p1-.:sentati<>n in tlit trmple, Simeon 
awaits con~tio n for h is oppressed p«,pk. 
dn:-aming Utt c..'Ontiug o( the messiah. Anne, 
daughttr of Phauuel. awaited redemption 
afkr bn· life 5 m isfortunes, 

Suffe,s·ing- is propbcSitd to Mat')' wbo,,--e 
he.art will be pien:ed by the sword and the 
child is rctognised as the one who will bril~ 
tht ri.Se a.ud fall o( m;iny. Jo)' and sorrow; 
dl1:ams and failw,:s; ,.-onsolation and diSITTSs; 
1'tdeanptiou and bondage - au form pact of 
an)•humanstocy.ooo:.cq,tions.UkeitOf'not, 
",: all ha,,: to shoulder our sh.;u,: in tlie toll()( 
life~ which constantly throws at us thalknges 

Wl1y sl1ould we pay taxes? 
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ckarty: "Submission to authority 
and <.'O•rtSponsibilit)' for the oom• 
mongood milke it mor<J.IJ)•obliga• 
tory to pay taxes ... " 'J'd.Xation 
r.us('s the R\'t:nues nettssary to 
pay for the public nttd.s of society. 
health., edm:ation, pubLic infnLS• 
tnK.1urc and it add.J't:Ssd partic­
ularly tlie basic needll or the poor. 

and diffirultiti over which ,,,: do not al\\<l)"S 
ha,t: ('Outrol, But. t.n'Cd by tJUS 11:ality, we can 
always do our best to dtangc wh.at is in our 
PQ"~r tochangt a.nd to respond in rt~poniil• 
Ne waY5 as th('rt' are no magical fairy talc SO• 
lotions to lifc'sCOJnpkxilies. 

1be Cl\rist story Shatters aoydlildbh mag• 
kal bdie:f systt-m, as the in\•isiblc God 'up 
thew-e' btcame a hdplesshumau bl.'iog.shoul• 
dtritlg His Sha!,: in lift's toll. 

The apoS,tle t:dto11s Colossian Cht·isti.an.s to 
"put ou, as God's chosen On('$, holy aud 
btluved, heartfelt compassion. kindness, hu• 
ut.ilitf, gentkness, and patience, b,:aringwith 
one another and forgiving Ont auothtr", 
putting to, t: o,-er everything, allowing "'the 
peace or Christ oontrol our hearts". ln this 
naanntr.a flnu oomm.itmt ut to that which is 
b·ue, ad.ntirable and good is requirtd tu ooun­
ltrM.1 tJ1c dreadful absurdities: of lift, 

Abr.tham's sto1')' in the first n:w.ling of 
today's litull,.')' ttad1:es us t11at fajth in God 
and baSic trust iii the human capacity for 
goodness is actually an at.'t a( rigbttousness 
whkh can tr.msfom1 dcadJy S'tatt of affairs 
into life-giving cir(.'tln~'tanccs. Tht Ld1C'I' to 
the Hebrews credits the laitl1 of Abraham ro1· 
Utt' birth of a new pwpk. 

ln a wot·ld on tht brim of St'lf.dtiitJ'llc..1ion 
through t(.'Ologie.al di!>a.stt1-s, ongoing amwd 
conflicts. wars.. displaec,ment c,f ptopks, 
gmoddts, a.s wtU as miSf ortund and erimd 
of sons, people of good "ill arc-c.-alkd to ketp 
the bith and plant Sctds for a llt!\\' hwnanity. 

Wt' ha,,: a moral duty to pay 
taxes. Comidc,r tJiis in the con­
text of Malta. wbtrt tax t"V'.&~ion 
iS rainpant. The informal econ­
om)' dtnks the State of millknts 
or euros that can be dil't<.1cd to• 
wards support to .soc:iety. In ee:i~ 
tain countrk5-, tJ1c site or U1e 
iliformal tto11omy can be more 
than'20 percent of GDP. 

To.xation shoold be structw'td 
on the ba$is of progn:ssivily, 
whtl't the Wl-altl1.ic-r ln sotic:1.y 
pay hlghtr taxt'Sand those bdow 
the po,'i'11)' Liut arc extmpttd 
from payiugtax.alion, 

What happens in familv homes is critical in creating honourable 
citizens. PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK.COM 

A media n:port 1-e\'ralcd that 
the government lS chasing t92S 
million il1 ov,'Cd ta.xtS, If )'OU add 
VAT, t:4..5bniS left unpaid, with 9'l 
pc,r ec11t oonsidtn:d un<.vl• 
ltt'table. The European Conuni.s• 
s i<)n n:ported that Malta has one 
or the highest avtrage ot 1-e,"tnue 
losSt$, which amountt'd to 2.M 
per cent of GDP betwcm 200r' 
and 2016, nie report stated thal 
the majority of tJicse losses "-'trt 
a m;ult or tax erasion, amounting 
to t:180 ntillion, 

C..tlwlil's arc mo.-all)' obliged to 
pay taxi!'$, Tiie Catechism or lhc 
Ca:tholit Church speUs this out 

Pope Fnutci.s spoke on taxation 
being "'done wt-.1..1" if it is a sign o( 
lt>galit)• andj~tic:c, inanaddreu 
to the Italian Revt'-ltut Agency in 
the: beginning of last ye.a.r: "It 
m~t f.l\'oor the 11:clistlibution of 
w~~th, looking out for the di,g• 
nity of the poorest," The pope 
pointed out that kgaUty in fl.Seal 
matt en m'VNI to "'balan<le SOlial 
rdationshiµs, 11:movi.L1gstrtngth 
from oon·uption, il)jUStiet"s and 
il1equalitid ", Ht S.Ud that impar• 
tiality in ta.'l collection is a must 
as "110 liti.icns an: better based 
Oil lhtirsocia.l das,.,but f:\'tl")'OUC 
is tntJ·usted in gootl faith to be 
faithful builders of SOCiet)'". 
Transparency is a.nothtr ilnp(>J .. 
tant oonsidn-ation. especla.11)· in 
the wily tht government ~ptn<ls 

money, "1Jt'the:r on htalthca1-e. 
edm:ation orinfrastrus:turc. 

Yet, mart)' catholics t'\'ildt tax­
ation. Many argut that it "ill uot 
make a diJfn,:nce if one pays 01· 
not as th!;)' arc a tiny cog in the 
wbtcl. 01.hm point at the wastt. 
br ibery, corruption and fraud 
committed b}' politicians and 
go,,,:mment oflld:ills; bcld plan• 
uiug, irresporu.i.ble and n:ckltSS 
expenditw·e on mcga,projec:ts 
whtn Uicn:-art' priorities in 9)(f­
ety that at,: not being addressed, 

Thtrc is the ntC'd for a diauge 
iu c:uJtun:, whru·e dtiztt1s are 
smsitistd to th(' importance and 
relt,•auet: of not e,.idlog taxa♦ 
lion. nlis ori_ginatt'S f1vm the 
ram.ii)' and mo,'tS on to school, 
ing. What happr.us in family 
homes is critical in creating 

honour.tbk dtm'LtSand schools 
$hould rtinl'orte the dt,'tlop• 
mcnt of good dtiZttlS, 

Meanwhile, democr::h.')' a.llows 
the dectorate to dtl'ide 011 who 
gu,'('-rns them dt'pending on 
how "'tlJ their goVt'rnments 
protect the State's pOS$tsSions 
and Oil hOw tJlt}' Spend public 
money. Govtrnmt'rtts are 
t'lt-cted by dti:c.tns and, in a 
woriung demon.u:y, they tan be 
tast awa,· if they do not dtlh-t1· 
on the exp«tation or legalit)· 
and tldnspan:ucy and if t11ey 
a.re found to be corrupt. 

Taxation iii only "'done wtU" if 
each one o( us (OIi tributes by pcl)'­

ing tax to a State thatspmdS JJUb• 
Uc money wisd)· and h(l(te$ll)', 

.JXZAJIV,@SURliEADVISORY,CON 
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War: a defeat 
without victors 
In his O'lristmas O;ry me$-> 
sagit, lhe pope desaibed war 
as .i defeat without viiclOr&: 

"To s;ry 'yo,• to the Pmc9 
or Peacci means ,aying 'no' 
to war, Md to do so with 
courage, to the vvry mind:.et 
or war, an aimless voyage, a 
dtfe.at without victor$, an in­
excusable foitty. To sav 'no' to 
war mean;. 5aying 'no• to 
weaponry, The Ml.in. heart 
is weak and Sl'lfJutsive; if we 
find instn.rnenl$ of death in 
<NI hands, sooner or late.r we 
will use them: 

Bread not 
weapons 

Pope Francis also spoke of 
the puppet•stm{JS of war: 

• roday, as at thct time of 
Ht'fod, the evil that opposes 
God's liilrt hatches its plots 
in the shadows of hypocri5v 
and «inetatment. How ndl 
violenc-tt and killing takes 
plaa .amtd <kafening 5i• 
lcnce, urt.eknOYtflSt to many. 
People, who de-sire not 
wHipons but bfead, ~ 
r.tNggte lo make end;. mi:,qt 
and desin:i only l)(?ace, have 
no idea how many public 
funds a111 boing spent on 
arms. It i1i something they 
ought to Slnaw, It , houtd 00 
talked .and writtoo about. to 
briog: to light tho interests 
anct the profit'S that move the 
P',q)Clt'4tringsof war.• 

Great suffering 
In theit Christmas m05sage, 
the heads and patriarchs of 
the Churches said: 

"Even when Jesus was 
born, there was 'the kilting of 
<hitch,, and milit.lry occupa­
tion', At that t ime, Christ 
himsetr 'was bom and lived 
amid great suffering' and 
'suffered for our sake, even 
unto dcl.ith upon a crws, in 
order that the light or hope 
\\•ould shine into the wortd. 
overcoming the dtlffll"less'. 
Even today, in the time of 
new Gsasters that tear en-­
tire people5 apart, hope, (or 
the whole world will indeed 
I>@ born once again, begin-­
fling in Bethlehem and •ex.• 
tending rrom Je:rusalem to 
the ends of tho earth•, to .-... 
,tore light ewn lo those who 
are now 'in dalWll!ss .and 
'$hadowof death'." 

lCompiled by Fr Jw Borg} 
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