
Hekk kif taqbez it-Triq tat-Torri 1-Anmar, int u 
sejjer lejn ic-Cirkewwa, issib it-Triq tal-Gnajn. 
Jekk ikollok tidnol ma' din it-trejqa u tasal fuq 
ix-xifer ta' Rdum il-Oawwi, gnandek tinnota 
nofra enormi fix-xagnra. Din il-toqba fil-blat 
tissejjan il-Latnija. 11-kelma Latnija jew Latmija 
tfisser barriera antika. 1 

lmma 1-Latnija ta' fuq lrdum il-Oawwi ffurmat bi 
process naturali u mhux tnaffret mill-bniedem. 
11-blat u t-tafal Ii kien hemm tant ix-xagnra, bil­
mod ii-mod u wara nafna snin, gie mdewweb 
mill-ilma sakemm il-blat samm ta' fuqu sfronda 
u fforma 1-nofra mdaqqsa Ii naraw ilium. Bnalha 
ezatt, gnalkemm nafna akbar, insibu 1-Maqluba 
fil-Orendi. Sa nofs is-snin disgnin, il-Latnija 
kienet gnadha tinnadem mill-familja tal-Bunker. 
Guzepp Vella I-Bunker kien dejjem isemmi 
kif f'xi manuvri, is-suldati kienu gnamlu nerba 
mill-minzel iccangat Ii mix-xagnra jwasslek 
gnal gewwa din il-nofra. Fl-antik, il-minzel kien 
jingnalaq b'bieba jew rixtellu. Fil-fatt gnad 
baqa' 1-koxox tiegnu fil-bidu tal-minzel, kif ukoll 
il-fdalijiet ta' najt gnoli Ii kien izomm Ii dak Ii 
jkun milli jgnaddi gnal gewwa.2 

Fil-Latnija kien jikber 1-aktar 1-gnajnbaqar Ii 
jilnaq lejn nofs Awwissu, gnalkemm kien hemm 
ukoll xi tin. 11-namrija, kemm minnabba Ii x-xemx 
ma tantx tizreg fuqha, kif ukoll bl-ammont kbir 
ta' ilma Ii jaqa' gnal isfel mix-xagnra fix-xitwa, 
kienet izzomm nafna tirgna. Tant hu hekk Ii 
s-sigar tal-gnajnbaqar, mill-fond ta' hemm isfel, 
kien irnexxiehom iwasslu 1-friegni tagnhom sax­
xagnra fuq. L-art kienet tinnadem bl-idejn, biz­
zappuna jew kruxxun, gnalkemm il-minzel kien 
jippermetti Ii jinzel xi bagnal jew annimal ienor. 3 
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lmma 1-Latnija gnandha storja eqdem minn 
hekk. Fil-fatt, 1-arkeologi Veronika Veen u 
Adrian van der Blom irrappurtaw Ii sabu xi 
fdalijiet pre-istorici f'dan il-post.4 S'issa ma nafu 
bl-ebda dokumenti Ii juru Ii f'dan il-lok kien 
jgnixu n-nies. Pero Dr. Keith Buhagiar, studjuz 
tal-lstorja Medjevali, isostni Ii fiz-Zmien Nofsani, 
jigifieri madwar 600 sena ilu, xi rannala Ii kienu 
jgibu 1-bhejjem jirgnu fl-innawi tal-Melliena, 
kienu jsibu kenn fil-Latnija. Jista' jkun Ii kienu 
jgnixu hemm is-sena kollha. Mal-gnub, gnall­
kenn, tant ix-xfarijet ta' dan id-dagnbien, kien 
hemm bizzejjed spazju biex jgnixu kemm in­
nies kif ukoll il-bhejjem tagnhom. Fil-fatt, dawn 
id-danliet kienu mqassma b'nitan divizorji tas­
sejjien. L-ilma ma kienx problema. Meta tkun 
sena tajba, il-blat kien jibqa' janleb u jqattar 
matul s-sajf kollu u dan seta' jingabar f'garar. 
lmma aktar importani, fil-madwar kien hemm 
nixxignat tal-ilma jgelglu s-sena kollha, kif ukoll 
gnadira tal-ilma, magnrufa bnala 1-Grugruha, 
monbija f'narq tant ix-xifer ta' Rdum il-Oawwi.5 

L-isem Grugruha gej mill-noss Ii jagnmel 1-ilma. 
Jista' jkun ukoll Ii dawn ir-rannala kienu jandmu 
1-gnelieqi tal-madwar, kemm fil-widien kif ukoll 
fl-irdumijiet. 
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Hekk kif il-Latnija gnamlet xi snin mitluqa u t-Triq 
tal-Gnajn giet irrangata xi ftit u ma baqgnetx 
kollha notob u toqob, bdew den I in aktar karozzi 
fl-innawi u din il-nofra saret magnrufa aktar 
minn nies. Fiha bdew isiru bbq's u sanansitra 
festini matul il-lejl. B'hekk, nafna mill-nitan 
antiki nnattu u saru brag. Pero' 1-iskart u nmieg 
Ii jnallu xi nies warajhom qed jigi mnaddaf minn 
Frans Vella tal-Bunker, Ii dan 1-annar rega' beda 
jgnaddi b'idejh 1-gnelieqi ta' familtu fil-Latnija . 
Sfortunatament, izda, issa danlet moda onra. 11-
gnub ta' din il-nofra naturali intlew b'gnexieren 

Riferenzi 

ta' grampun i jleqqu Ii j intuzaw minn dawk 
Ii jixxabbtu mal-blat u Ii veru jistonaw mas­
sbunija tal-post. Hija nasra Ii xi nies, forsi anke 
b'nuqqas ta' nsieb, ikerrhu din il-gawhra naturali 
Ii tista' titqies bnala wanda mit-tezori tagnna 
I-Mellen in. 

Grazzi Iii Sammy Borg tal-gnajnuna ti egnu biex 
inkiteb dan 1-artiklu . 

ls-Sur Jeffrey Sammut 
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Ballut Blacks Ltd. Wied Filep, l/O Naxxar, Malta 
Tel: {356) 21573093, 21572666,21576419, 21487738 Fax: {356) 21575562 E-Mail: ballutl!ba llutblocks.com 

Ballut Blocks, formed in 1951. is one of the earliest to be established in the local building and construction 
industry and was amongst the very first to be registered as a limited liability company in 1964. Over the 
years the Company has expanded, from the production of concrete blocks to the manufacture of all 
types of prefabricated concrete products and to the formation of a comprehensive fleet of 
specialised equipment for earth-moving, rock cutting and other civil engineering works . 
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