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STAMPA TAL-QOXRA:

L-Istampa tal-goxra turi 1-Kwadru Miraku-
luz i minnu 1-Madonna ta’ Pinu kellmet lit-
twajba Karmela Grima fit-22 ta’ d&unju,
1883. Dan il-kwadru, xoghol il-pittur Amadeo
Perugino, tpitter fis-sena 1619. Din ix-xbieha
tal-Madonna giet inkurunata mill-Kardinal
Alessio Lepicier fil-1935.
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I1-Kelma tar-Rettur

Iz-émien ghaddej, ix-xahar tal-Milied huwae maghna. Dal-
wagt nibdew naraw il-vetrini tal-hwienet illelzxu bil-hajt tal-
fidda u tad-deheb y bi dwal ta’ kull lewn. Kultant naraw ukoll
xi vetring m'mlija pasturi, b’'xi tifel ihares u §ifli biex jara liema
wiehed l-aktar 1i joghogbu halli jixtrin ghall-presepju tieghu.
Ma’ dawn naraw ukoll is-sigra tal-Milied, ghax mhux Ll kull-
radd tghogbu l-ideja li jkollu presepju jew Bambin id-dar fil-
granet tal-Milied. Ikun hemm min ftit tinteressah din il-haga
u jkun hemm ukoll min ikolly xi hbieb li ma jkunux tat-twem-
min tieghu y biex ma jdejjaghomx jew biex jidher sabip maght-
hom jippreferixxzi Ui jroggi lil Gesu fil-genb.

U metq jasal il-Milied nibdew naraw ghadd ta’ djar imzej-
jng Y’xi presepju jew Bambin Zghir. Naraw lil Gesu imfisqi fi
ftit hwejjed, thares lejna, jitbissmilnag u b’idu merfugha biex
iberikna ... qed ikellimna, Qed iwissing biex ma ninsewx Ui hu-
wa twieled ghalina u ghall-bnedmin kollha Ui jinsabu fid-dinja,
ghal tant tfal li qeghdin ibatu l-guh fit-tielet dinja, ghal tant
bnedmin li mhumiex normali, ghal tant Zghaiagh mahkumin
mid-drogi, ghazr-rjuh Ui geghdin imuty u m’ghandhomy min
idur bihom, ghal dawk li huma mmankati, ghal dawk Ui huma
sfruttati, ghal dawk li geghdin isofru minhabbg t;twemmm jew
politika taghhom, jinsabu fejn jinsabu huma ta’ liema kulur hu-
ma.

Ma’ Sidng Gesi spiss naraw wkoll lil Ommu Marija, tik-
kontemplah u tippreientah lir-rghajja, nies li forsi huma dis-
prezzati ghax jghaddu hajjithom mal-annimali, ghaliex biex
jiddefendu d-drittijiet taghhom ma ghandhomzx hlzef_z_l-hatm
li jkollhom fidejhom, nies li gie Ui kienu meqjusa bla 1igi u dbla
Alla,

Min jaf Ui kieku Gest kelly jerga’ jigi illum Uil min kien isej-
jan l-ewwel!!

JAlla t-tifkira tal-migja.-ta’ Gesu fid-dinja tgangal mill-
gdid il-kuxrjenza taghna u timla l-qalbng bil-vera henag mmniss-
la minn imhabba qawwija lejn Allg u lejn ghajrna.

Mons. Benedett Camilleri.
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|s-Santwarju ta' Pinu u d-Devozzjonijiet Marbutin Mieghu

Mill-E.T. MONS. NIKOL G. CAUCHIL ISQOF TA® GHAWDEX

|$-SEHEM TAL-FAMILJA GURGION

FFis-sena 1676, in-nobbli Capitano di Verga
Giovanni Gourgion, flimkien ma’ martu Elena
Muscati, 1i bit-titolu tad-dota taz-zwieg Kkienu
saru possessuri tal-art li fiha kienet tinsab il-knis-
ja zZghira Ta’ Pinu, meta rawha fl-periklu li tig-
garraf, regghu bnewha mill-g¢did, spejjez taghhom,
u tawha xi oggetti mehtiega ghall-kult. (14) Im-
baghad, fit-22 ta’ Settembiru, 1676, ghamlu rikors
lill-Isqgof 1i fih fissrulu x’passi kienu hadu u talbuh
sabiex il-knisja terga’ tinfetah ghall-qima tal-
insara. Il-koppja Gourgion, fl-istess rikors, obbli-
gat runha 1 taghti lill-knisja dak kollu li jkun
hemm bzonn, 1i ssewwi 1-hsarat i jsiru fil-bini,
kif ukoll i taghti annwalment is-sommag ta’ tliet
skudi sabiex tkun tista’ tigi c¢celebrata 1-festa ta’
kull sena.

Il1-Pro-vigarju Dun Gio. Marija Vella, fil-25
ta’ Settembru, 1676, Kiteb relazzjoni favur ix-
xewda ta’ Gourgion. F’din il-kitba, il-Pro-vigarju
gal li huwa sab li 1-bini tal-knisja kien gie rran-
gat, u li hija kellha wkoll il-bieb u ¢-¢imiterju. L-
Isgof ta’ Malta, Fra Lorenzo Asturig (spanjol)
gaghad fuq ir-relagzjoni tal-Pro-vigarju u b'dig-
riet 1i jgib id-data tat-2 ta’ Ottubru, 1676, laga’
t-talba tal-familja Gourgion u rega’ ppermetta 1-
kult fil-knisja, perd bil-kundizzjoni li huma jieh-
du hsieb 1i jhallsu l-ispejjez li jkun hemm. (15)

Sabiex ikomplu l-weghdiet taghhom, Giovan-
ni u Elena Gourgion, fl-atti tan-Nutar Pietru At-
tard tat-8 ta’ Ottubru, 1676, hallew pensjoni per-
petwa ta’ tliet skudi favur il-knisja ta’ Pinu u,
bhala garanzija biex tithallas din il-pensjoni, ipo-
tekaw il-gid kollu taghhom. (16)

Fl-atti tal-vizta pastorali ta’ Mons. Michele
Girolamo Molina (spanjol) maghmula fis-sena
1678, jissemma 1-fatt li 1-knisja giet mibnija mill-
gdid mill-familja Gourgion, kif 'ukoll id-donaz-
zjoni li huma ghamlu favur taghha. Fl-atti ta’ dik
il-vizta, tinsab mhux biss id-deskrizzjoni tal-
mobbli u oggetti moghtija mill-benefatturi 1i sem-
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mejna, izda 1-Isgof vizitatur ordna wkoll 1i jigi
mdahhal fihom bla ma jithalla xejn barra, l-istess
kliem tad-dokument tad-donazzjoni. (17)

Dawn is-sidien tal-art fejn hija mibnija 1-
knisja, meta gew biex izewgu wahda minn ulied-
hom Donna Anna Antonia Gourgion 1ill-Illustris-
s:mu u Nobbli Don Gio. Pio De Piro, kif jidher
mill-atti tan-Nutar Aloisic Dello Pie tas-27 ta’
Settembru, 1693, tawha bhala dota fost hwejjeg
onra, ir-raba ta’ Ghammar, bil-knisja 1i tinsab
fih, bl-obbligu pero li jhallsu tliet skudi fis-sena
lill-Kappillan tal-Knisja parrckkjali tal-Gharb
biex jiccelebra 1-festa f'dik il-knisja. Fl-istess att,
is-sinjuri li taw id-dota lil binthom Anng Antonia
Gourgion, wagafu fidelcommesso perpetwu favur
l-ulied u d-dixxendenti tal-familja gdida De
Pireo. (18)

Is-sitwazzjoni tal-kappella ta’ Pinu hija
msemmija wkoll fl-atti ta’ Vizti pastorali ohra,
bhal ma huma dawk maghmulin minn Mons. Da-
vide Cocco Palmier (kalabriz) £i-1699 u minn
Mons. Fr. Bartolomeo Rull (minn Majorca) fi-
1760. Mill-atti ta’ dawn iz-zewg vizti jirrizulta 1l
l-insara. ta’ dawk l-inhawi kienu jaghtu offerti
sabiex izommu l-lampier jixghel quddiem ix-xbie-
ha tal-Madonna. Jidher ¢ar ukoll 1i fil-jum tal-
festa fil-kappella kienu jigu. écéelebrati 1-Primi
Vespri u 1-Quddiesa Kantata. IlI-Kappillan tal-
Gharb, kien jiehu hsieb li, barra mill-funzjonijiet
li semmejna, isiru zewg quddisiet letti. (19)

Ghad li z-zmien imermer u jegred Kkollox,
izda kull tant kienu jingalghu xi benefatturi 1i
ndahlu biex isalvaw il-kappellg mill-herba 1i kie-
net theddidha. Hekk f1-1834, Tumas Cassar, bil-
fius li hareg huwa stess u 1i gabar minn ghand xi
persuni generuzi, ghamel minn rajh xi tiswijiet
fil-kappella. Is-sies li fuqu kien mibni 1-genb tat-
tramuntana tal-kappella kien fil-periklu i jeiedi
u l-hajt ta’ fuqu kien jista’ jingaleb ghal isfel bi
hsara kbirg ghall-bini.. Sabiex dana ma jigrix,
Tumas tella’ qoxra tal-gebel mas-sies u sahhah
il-bini kollu.

F1-1840, kien jiehu hsieb il-kappella Dun Gu-
zepp Cassar, sacerdot twajjeb li kien jogghod fil-
grib. Dan bena sagristija zghira fuq in-nahg tal-
lvant u b’hekk sahhah il-hajt tal-knisja minn dan
il-genb. L-ispejjez li saru f’din l-okkazjoni, bi¢éa
harighom minn butu u bi¢¢a tawhomlu d-devoti
tal-kappella.
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Zmien wara, jigifieri f1-1862, l-istess sacerdot
ghamel rikors lill-Isqof Mons. Fr. Gaetano Pace
Forno O.S.A. sabiex jinghata I-permess halli
jbiegh certi oggetti tad-deheb, 1li kienu dahlu
bhala weghdi, u 1li juza l-erba’ u ghoxrin skud li
jdahhal minnhom ghat-tiswija tal-kappella. (20)
L-isqof gabel ma laga’ r-rikors ta’ Dun Guzepp
Cassar, talab relazzjoni lill-Arcéipriet tal-Gnarb.

Il-fatt 1i kien hemm xi oggetti tad-deheb,
moghtija b’'weghda, juri li anke £’din 1-epoka, kien
hemm c¢erta devozzjoni lejn il-Madonna ta’ Pinu.

Pero, fl-atti tal-vista pastorali tal-Isqof Mons.
Pietru Pace, 1i saret fis-snin 1883-84, jinghad Iii
kemm fil-knisja, kif ukoll 1-artal u l-oggetti sagri
kienu fi stat hazin hafna u la kien hemm kaléi u
l-angas ilbies tal-Quddiesa. Izda, peress 1i 1-fondi
tal-knisja kienu limitati, 1-Isqof vizitatur ma seta’
jiehu ebda passi biex il-kappella tigi restawra-
ta. (21)

Wara dan it-taglib li gara mal-medda ta’ ik-
tar minn tliet sekli, wara dawn l-epoki ta’ dawl u
ta’ dlam li jintisgu ma’ xulxin, issa Kien imiss li,
ghall-kappella ta’ Pinu, jibda perijodu ta’ dawl
gawwi li jibga’ dejjem jixghel bla gatt ma jintefa.
Meta wiehed izomm quddiem ghajnejh il-grajjiet
u d-diffikultajiet li ghaddiet minnhom din il-
knisja antika, zgur 1i jistaghgeb kif irnexxielha
tibga’ tezisti wara dak iz-zmien kollu u ma nger-
ditx kif ingerdu kappelli ohra li forsi kienu akbar
u iktar fil-gabda minnha. Izda min jemmen, jin-
tebah bla tbatija li, skond il-pjani tal-Provviden-
za t'Alla, din il-kappella kienet iddestinata biex
fiha jitwettqu grajjiet l-iktar glorjuzi, kif ser
nghidu fit-tagsimiet i gejjin.

RIFERENZI:

(14) Dokument konservat fl-arkivju parrokkjali ta’ 1-
Gharb: “Memoria sui Diritti dell’Illmo e Nobile Mar-
chese F. 8. De Piro sulla Venerata, Chiesuola ‘Ta’
Pinw’ ”. Avukat B. Ullo Xuereb, 6 dicembre, 1887.

(15) Can. Farrugia; Op. Cit. pp. 6-7.

(16) Memoria. Avv. B. U. Xuereb.

(17) Atti tal-Vizta Pastorali ta’ Mons. Michele G. Molina

fit-22 ta’ Novembru, 1678; (pag. 72) “Item visitave-
runt aliam Fec.am subtitulo Assumptionis B.V.M.
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18)

19)

(20)

(21)
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: IL-BORD EDITORJALI :
- TAR-RIVISTA

“MADONNA TA’' PINU”

MILIED HIENI
U SENA GDIPA MIMLIJA RISQ
LILL-QARREJJA KOLLHA
U LILL-BENEFATTURI
TAS-SANTWARJU TA’ PINU.
ST

vulgo Ta’ Pinu reaedificatam per Dnum Ioannhem
Gorgion in contrata ta’ Hammar......... in dicta Ecc.a
celebratur missa diebus festivis de praecepto excep-
tis quadragesimae et adventus, ex obligatione supra-
dicti Joannis Gorgion, et ejus consortis facta in
actis Not.ii Petri Attardi sub dei octavo mensis Oc-
tobris XVae Ind. 1676.

“Memorai sui diritti” Avv. B. Ullo Xuereb.
Atti tal-vizta pastorali ta’ Mons. Rull 1760.
“Memoria ...... ” Avv. B.U. Xuereb.

Atti tal-Vizta Pastorali ta’ Mons. Pietru Pace: “Tum
fabricam ipsam, tum altare, tum etiam suppellec-
tilia in deteriore statu versari; calicem etiam et
sacra indumenta deese cognovit. Sed cum redditus
nulli sint ecclesiae, praeter melitensia scuta tria,
quae vix sufficiunt ad Missam, cum cantu ex funda-
tione 15 Augusti singulis annis celebrandam, Do-
minus Episcopus nihil duxit in praesenti praes-
cribendum.”
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IL-MIDALJA RIBARULUZA
150 sena minn meta
Sidtna Marija tat dan

ir-rigal lil Santa
Katerina Laboure’
1830-27 ta’ Novembru-1980

Minn M. F. B.

Kien fi-1830 meta 1-Madonng
dehret f'Parigi. Jghidilna Fr. Joseph

- tering, Labore’.

komunitd f’April ta’ 1-1830 kienet
waslet minn Chatillon xebba ta’ 24
sena biex tibda n-novizzjat. Ka-
Din iz-zaghzugha
twieldet f'rahal zghir f’Burgundy,
jismu Fain-les-Moutiers. Missierha,
Pier Laboure’ kien bidwi tat-tajjeb;
ommha Louise Gontard, kienet mara
tajba u omm ezemplari. Katerina,
kif semmewha, tghammdet fit-3 ta’

- Mejju 1806, 1-ghadg tat-twelid. Hi

I. Dirvin CM. fil-ktieb tieghu fuq .

Santa Katerina Laboure’, Sidtna
Mariia ma marretx fil<kobor tal-Ka-
tidral taghha ta’ Notre Dame, imma
fi trig dejga u mwarrba, Rue du Bac,
fejn f'numru 140 tinsab il-Casa Mad-
re tas-sorijiet tal-Karits ta S. Vin-
¢enz De Paul, :

(Smeor) Katerina Laboure’

Fil-kunvent qadim ta’ din il-
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kienet id-disa’ wahda fost il-hdax 1-
anwa La,boure’.i

1I-familjg Lakoure’ kienet gaw-
duta, avolja kbira ghax kulhadd kien
jahdem bil-galb. Il-missier u s-su-
bien ¥kienu jahdmu fl-gheliegi. Fid-
dar Madame Laboure’ kienet tghal-
lem lili-bnizt ihitu, isajru, inaddfu,
kif ma jahlux u kif ifaddlu. Imma s~
salib ma jongosx. F1-1815, meta Ka-
tering kellha disa’ snin ommha mie-
tet. Hi kienet fi-efa’ li tifhem x’kie-
net thsser din it-telfs u ghalhekk
bkietha bil-galb lil ommha. B'dana-
kollu gharfet tikkontrollg id-dwej-
jag u fittxet il-farag taghha 1fil-
Mamma tas-sema. Tghidilng l-istor-
ja taghha li ftit wara l-mewt t’omm-
ha, Katerina telghet fuqg is-siggu,
nizzlet 1-istatwa tal-Madonna 1i kien
hemm fug xkaffa tal-kéing u waot 11
kdiet tghannagha maghhg galtilhg:
“Issg ghaziza Omm mgqaddsa, inti
trid tkun Ommi!” U hekk kien, gha-
liex minn dak inhar 'l quddiem Ma-
rija kienet omm Katerina u hi sa-
ret il-bint ta’ Marija. Ghol Katerina,
il-Madonna %ienet wahda mill-fa-
milja taghha bhal ma kienu missier-
ha u hutha. Wara l-mewt ta’ omm-
ha u warg li ohtha Louise, 1-akbar
fost il-bniet dahlet mas-Sorijiet tal-
Karita, Katerina, tifla ta’ tnax-il
sena saret, il-mara tad-dar. Ma kie-
netx haga hafifa ghal tifla hekk
zehira 1i tiehu hsieb id-dar, imma
Katerina 'kienet taghmel kollox bil-
ghagal. Kienet tqum mat-tbexbix, is-
sajjar, tahsel, issewwi. Kienet tiehu
sehem fil-lagehat tar-rahal, fil-festi
u Kkienet issib #-Zmien izzur Iill-
morda u l-batuti. Imma Il-akbar sfog
taghha kien 1j zzar il-knisja. tar-ra-



hal, Il-hin liberu li kien ikollha, kull
wagt 1li kienet tista’ tehles mill-fg-
¢endi tad-dar, kienet tghaddinh fil-
kapgpella tal- Madonna.

Is-8Sejha ghal Soru -

-T2’ tnax-il sena, wara li tghall-
met sewwa J-Duttrina, ghamlet il-
Precett fil-Knisja ta’ Fain u kull fil-
ghodu, wara 1i kienet thejji 1-kolazz-
jon ghdl missierha u hutha, Kateri-
ng ki:net tmur tisma’ quddiesa, Billi
fir-ranal ta’ Fain ma Kienx ikun
hemm guddies kuljum, hija kienet
tmur fdr-rahal tal-qrib, Moutiers-St.
Jezn, fejn is-Sorijiet tal-Karitd kell-
Fom sptar. Mal-gibda ghall-knisja
fihg kibret is-sejha ghall-hajja re-
ligjuza. Hi gatt ma riedet tkun xejn
nlief soru u ghalhekk kienet tichad
kull proposta ghaz-zZwieg.

Meta ghalget it-tnejn u ghoxrin
gena, hasset Ii dmirha lejn missierhs
kienet gdietu sewwa. Min~-naha 1-
oZra ohtaa z-zghira Toinine kienet
saret xebba gmiela u kellha ghoxrin

2na, ghalhekk setghet tiehu hsieb
hl d-dar. Ghalnekk Katering gham-
let kuragg biex tkellem 1il missierha
fug il-vokazzjoni li kellha. Imma hu
bl-ebda mod ma ried ihalli 1lil bintu
tingafel f'kunvent. Ghalhekk biex
forsi jgeghlha thiddel <fehmitha,
bghatha tandem f’restaurant li hu-
hg, Karlu kellu f’Parigi. Katerina,
meta Kienet isservi fil-hanut ta’ hu-
ha, ma kienetx ti¢éacra mal-klienti,
1zda kienet taqdi 1il kulhadd bil-gen-
tilezzg u bl-akbar misthija u fl-istess
hin titlob lil Alla jehlisha minn dak
il-post.

Din il-prova damet biss ghal
ftit xhur. Mart Hubert, wiehed minn
hutha s-subien, meta rat kemm Ka-
tering, kienet imdejga talbitha biex
tmur -togghod maghha fChatillon,
post mhux boghod minn Parigi, fejn
din il-marg ta’ huha Hubert kellha
skolg, ghat-tfa)llet, Katerina hatfet
din I-okkazjoni, kitbet 1lil missierha
u dan taha l-permess biex tmur.
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Katerina f’Chatillon_

Katerina gatt ma kienet marret
skola, ghalhekk metg marret fl-is-
kola ta’ Chatillon, ghat-tiajliet 1-
onrg k'enet tidher tassew.-injoranta.
ATsbu ftit, xebba ta’ tnejn u ghoxrin
sene ghadha ma tafx l-alfabet. Im-
ma Katering ma gatghetx qalbha
meta shabha kienu jidhku biha; bla
dubju hi kienet thoss galbha tinga-
sam ghal dak iz-zufjett. Izda hi kie-
net ¢erta li dan kien kollu skond ir-
rieda ta’ Alla, 1i riedha . .ghaliH, u
ghalhekk kien gieghed igarrabha.

F'Chatillon, il-vckazzjoni tagh-
hg li tidhol soru aktar thegget. Meta
kienet fid-dar ta’ missierha . darba
kellna holma, li fiha sabet ruhha
fil-knisja tar-rahal, tisma’ quddiesa
li kien ged 1qadd1sha gassis xih, Meta
dak il- -gassis temm il-qucdiesa, dar
lejha u sejhilha. Hi bezghet u telget
tisri 1-barra mill-knisja. F'Chatillon,
mart huha darba haditha ghand is-
sorijiet tal-Karita. Xaterina, malli
dahlet fl-intrata bdiet tghajjat:
“Hemm hu dak il-gassis tal-holmal”
u b’subghajha bdiet turi nkwadru li
kien hemm mal-hajt. “Imma ruhi
galbi” galtilha s-superjura skantata,
“dak, m’hu hadd ghajr il- fundatur
tal-Koneregazzioni taghna San Vm—
¢enz De Paul!”

Katering kellhg tirrakkonta 1-
holmsa taghha lis-sorijiet. Is-sorijiet
gharfu 1i hawn kien jidher id-
driegn t’Alla. Il-konfessur ta’ Kate-
ring gabel ma’ dan meta sema’ 1-
grajia. Ma kienx hemm dubju 1i Alla
xtaghg tidhol soru tal-Karita. Meta
rat dan, mart Hubert Laboure’ kitbet
1il missier Katerina. Ghall-ittrg ta’
mart ibnu, ir-ragel xwejjah rattsb
galbu. Baghat il-kunsens miktub u 1-
barka tieghu lil Katerina. Malli rée-
viet l-ittra hi ma tilfitx zmien biex
tid™ol bhalg postulanta fid-dar tas-
Sorijiet tal-Karitd. Iz-zmien tal-pro-
va taghhg ghaddietu fil-gabra, talb,
penitenza u = fl-osservanza perfetta
tar-regola, hekk 1li f'April tal-1830,



is-Superjura baghtitha f’Parigi halli
tidhol novizzjat.

Katerina fin-Novizzjat

Il-waslg, taghha 1’140 Rue du
Bac, Parigi, fejn kien hemm il-Casa
Msadre tas-Sorijiet tal-Karitd ma
kellna ebda impressjoni speé¢jali fug
il-komunita. Kienet tidher I-istess
bhat-tfajliet l-ohra li kien ilhom
jissiehbu mal-komunita sa minn
zmien San Vincenz, I1-Majjistra tan-
novizzi lagghetha bil-herqga, gharrfit-
ha fil-gasir fuq ir-regolamenti ta’ dik
id-dar, uriethg fejn kienet is-sodda
taghhg u l-post taghha fuq il-mejda
u xejn aktar, hlief li minn dak inhar
'l quddiem kellha tkun maghrufa
Suor Katerina, jigifieri baqghet bl-
haq ras is-serp li kien idawwar il-
globu u b’idejha ilellxu bi ¢rieket
istess isem li réeviet fil-maghmudija.

Imma ghalkemm shabha u s-su-
perjuri ma raw xejn fiha partikulari,
Allg kien ga xehet ghajnejh fuq it-
tjubija u s-safa ta’ Suor Katering,
hekk li mill-ewwel beda jiffavoriha
b'numru ta’ dehriet tal-genna. Di-
fatti, bilkemm kienet ilha gimgha
li mg kellhiex dehra tal-galb ta’ San
Vincenz. Din id-dehra ratha fil-kap-
pella ghalkemm  il-darba, daqqa
thegges bl-imhabba, dagqga miksura
bid-dwejjaq. Matul in-novizzjat kie-
net ta’ sikwit tara wkoll lil Geslu
Kristu nnifsu fug l-altar waqt il-
guddiesa. F'Hadd it-Trinitd lil Kris-
tu ratu fi-ostja kkonsagrata bhala
Re. Wagt 1i l-qassis kien gqieghed
jagqra 1-Vangelu, 1-ilbies ta’ Re wag-
gha minn fug Kristu ghal ma genb
sagajh. - sinjal 1i r-re ta’ Franza kien
ser jitlef it-tron u 1 fil-paijjiz kien
ser ikun hemm faqgar kbir. Dawn il-
vizjonijiet, bil-messagg taghhom ta’
biki u ta’ tama kienu 1-bidu ghal de-
hriet akbar minn ghand il-Madonna.

L-Ewwel Dehra tal-Madonna

Fil-lejl tat-18 ta’ Lulju, lejlet il-
festa ta’ San Vincéenz de Paul, fil-
waqt 1i Suor Katering kienet mitlufa
f'ragda fonda, semghet min isejhilhg

104

ghal tlett darbiet. Qamet u bexxqet
il-purtiera, li kienet madwar is-sod-
da, u b’ghageb kbir rat tfajjel 1-ak-
tar helu, ta’ bejn l-erbg jew il-hames
snin, liebes libsa tal-ghazel abjad
silg, u madwary dija l-aktar kbira.
“Ejja fil-kappella” qalilha “Il-Vergni
Mqaddsa gqeghda tistennik La tib-
zaX; bhalissa 1-hdax y nofs u shabek
huma kollha reqdin, jien nistennik.”

Katerina gqabzet mis-sodda, lib-
set malajr u marret wara t-tfajjel.
Meta waslet fil-kappellg sabet id-
dwal kollha mixghula: It-tfajjel te-
la’ fuq il-presbiterju u waqaf in-
naha tax-xellug tal-altar; Katering
nizlet gharkubtejha hdejn il-kancell
titlob. Warg xi nofs siegha rat gejja
min-nahg tal-lemin tal-altar 1lil Ma-
donna, kollha sabieha, liebsa 1-abjad
u togghod bil-geghda fug is-siggu
tad-direttur. It-tfajjel galilha: “Din
hi 1-Vergni Mgaddsa.” Katering
gnall-ewwel bdiet tisthi. Imbaghad
ghamlet il-kuragg, resqet lejha in-
telget fuqg irkobbit dik is-Sinjura,
poggiet idejha f’hogorha u refghet
harsitha f'ghajnejHa. Il-Madonna
wara li ghamlitilha I-kuragg biex
issofri Dbis-sabar in-nuqggasijiet ta’
shabha, kelmitha fuqg il-fiagelli 1i
kienu ged iaabbtu lid-dinja minhab-
ba d-dnubiet, fl-ahhar galtilha 1i
kellha terga’ tidhrilha biex tafdalha
missjoni mportanti. Imbagchad bhal
dell 1i jispiéca fix-xejn, is-Sinjura
ghabet. Katerina allura gamet bil-
wieqfa u t-tfajiel 1i kien ghadu fil-
grib rega wassalha fid-dormitorju u
malli waslu hdejn is-sodda taghha
sparixxa bhalma kienet ghamlet il-
Madonna.

Id-Dehra tas-27 ta’ Novembru

Warsg erba’ xhur, is-Sibt 27 ta’
Novembru, lejlet 1-Ewwel Hadd ta’
I-Avvent, ghall-habtg, tal-hamsa ta’
wara nofs inhar, Sidtng Marija deh-
ret lil Suor Katerina. Is-sorijiet koll-
ha, sew dawk professi, kemm in-no-
vizzi kienu ngabru fil-kappella ghat-
talb ta’ fil-ghaxija. Katering intilfet
'estasi. Kienet semghet it-thaxwix



tal-libsa tal-harir, 1li gatt na set-
ghet tinsa wara d-dehra tat-18 ta’
Lulju, il-hoss tal-libsa tal-Madonna,
Hawn Kkien ghal darb’ohra u hekk
kienet ir-Regina tas-Smewwiet fugq
in-nafa tax-Xellug tal-altar, wieqfa
fug globu - 1i jiffigura d-dinja - lieb-
sg l-abjad, b'velu abjad li kien jasal
sa. s2q0ajha, b’rigilha tal-lemin jis-
mimlija, b’hagar prezzjuz 1i minn-
hom Kkienu hergin raggi ta’ dawl
ga wwi. Imbaghad, madwar il-Madon-
na fformg ruhu bhal gwarni¢ ovali
u fugu kXien hemm miktube b’ittri
tad-deneb il-kelmiet: “O Marija, im-
mnissla mingnajr ntija, itlob ghali-
ng 1i nirrikorru lejk”.

F’dan il-wagt Suor Katerina
semghet lehen ighidilha: “Aghmel
medalja fug dan il-mudell: dawk kol-
lTha 1i jilbsuha bil-fidi u t-tama jir-
¢ievu hafna grazzji”. Imbaghad dak
il-gwarnic¢ ingaleb u s-soru f'din in-
naha ta’ wara rat l-ittrs, M kbira u
fugha Salib jistrien fuq faxx li kien
jagsam 1-M min-nofs. Taht 1-M kien
hemm il-Q2lb ta’ Gest imdawwra
bix-xewk u 1-Qalb ta’ Marija minfu-
ds, minn sejf. Mad-dawra tal-Med-
alja kien hemm tnax il-kewkba. Wa-
ra, ftit, il-vizjoni spic¢éat.

Suor Katerina kellha 1-iStess viz-
joni xi xahar wara u kienet l-ghhar
debra. F’din id-dehra 1-Madonna hi
u sejra qaltilha, “Binti, mil-lum ’1
guddiem ma taranix aktar imma tib-
g3’ tisma’ lehni wagt it-talb u l-me-
citazzjonijiet tieghek.”

Katering spiééat in-novizzjat
taghha f'Jannar t31-1831 u giet mib-
ghuta fl-isptar ta’ Eughien, ftit ’il
barra minn Parigi. Hawn il-lehen
kien ta’ sikwit ifakkarha 1i 1-medal-
ja 1li hi kienet mitluba biex tazhmel
kienet ghada ma saritx, “Imma,
omm ghaziza tieghi” kienet twiegeb
Katerina, “Inti taf 1i 1-Patri Aladel
donnu mhux ged jemminni”. Difatti,
wara d-dehrg tas-27 ta’ Novembru,
hija mill-ewwel kienet galet b’kollox
lill-konfessur taghha Patri Aladel,
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izdg wara li semaghha bil-pacenzja,
ftit ta kaz tal-vizjonijiet taghha.
“M3z jimportax”, kien jghidilha il-
leten, “ghad jasal il-jum-1li fih jgha-
mel dak li nixtieq jien.”

Tixrid tal-Midalja Mirakuluza

U hekk gara. I1-Madonna kienet
taf 1i Patri Aladel kien devot tagh-
ha u ftit wara huwa gal b’kollox lill-
Arcisgof ta’ Parigi, Mons. De Quelen.
KRulma zamm mistur kien l-isem ta’
Suor Katerina, kif kienet galtlu hi
meta fdatlu l-messagg ta’ Mariia.
L-Arc¢isqof mill-ewwel emmen dik
il-grazzja. 1 ordna li tinhadem il-
medalja. Ghall-ewwel, f1-1832, inhad-
mu biss elfejn wahda, imbaghad el-
fejn ohra, imbaghad elfejn ohra, im-
bagnad miliuni. I1-‘Medalji tal-Im-
makulata Konc¢ezzjoni’ hargu bhax-
xita mill-fabbriki v xterrdu ma
Fraugs kollhag u imbaghad mad-din-
ia kollra minhabba l-ghegubijiet i
bdew jieru ta’ kuljum, u hafna kienu
I-mirakli ta’ feigan u grazzji li bdew
ig~ilchy dawk 1i kienu jgibu fvabom
il-Medalja. Id-devoti ta’ Mariia
bdew ixerrdu minn id ghall-ohrs

din id-domng bil-kelmiet: “Fuy din
il-Medalja Mirakuluza”.
I1-Medalja Mirakuluzs! Fekk

bdiet tisseiish il-Medalja 1i 1-Ma-
donna tat lil Svor Katerina Laboure’
fi=-27 ta’ Novembru, 1830, Fost il-
mirakli tal-bidy jissemma dak taz-
zaghzugh Lhudi, Alfons Ratisbonne
li wagt li kien Ruma rc¢ieva medalja
minguand il-habib tieghu Teodoru
du Bussiere u wara ftit granet 1i kien
ilu bihg mdendla f’ghonqu, dehritlu
1-Madonng u b’hekk mhux biss id-
deéieds 1i jsir nisrani izda wkoll sa-
cerdot. F1-1836 il-Medalja tal-Kon-
tizzjoni kisbet l-approvazzjoni uffi¢-
jsli u tliet snin wara l-istess Arc¢isqof
ta’ Parigi kkonsagra l-Arc¢idjocesi
tieghu lill-Immakulata Kunéizzjoni
ta’ Marija. Il1-Papa Leone XIII ap-
prova l-festa liturgika tal-Medalja
Mirakuluza u iffissaha ghas-27 ta’
Novembru.



KRONAKA
TAS-

SANTWARJU

SETTEMBRU

(ikompli mial-narga ta’
gabel)

16. Fis-Santwarju ta’
Pinu gie Pellegrinagg
mill-parroé¢éa tal-Gzi-
ra. Il-Pellegrinagg
tmexxa mill-W. R.
Kapp. Dun Guzepp
Theuma.

17. Sar pellegrinagg
mill-Azzjoni Kattolika
fl-okkazjoni tal-Qaw-
mien Spiritwali Mar-
jan. Qaddes I-E.T.

Mons. Isgof Nikol 6.
Cauchi fis-Santwarju
ta’ Pinu.

28, Saret quddiesa fil-
Kappella tal-Madonna
ghall-membri tal-Isti-
tut Sekolari tal-Ispi-
golatrici,

29. TIl-Pia Unione Ma-
donna Ta’ Pinu orga-
nizzat Pellegrinagg
ghal fug il-Muntanja
ta’ Ghammar. Qaddes
ghal dawk 1li hadu se-

hem fil-pellegrinagg
iI-Kan. Dun d&Gwann
Gauci.

OTTUBRU

4. Peress li kien l-ew-
wel Sibt tax-xahar, il-

Ferghg - Ewkaristika
ghamlet quddiesa u
siegha adorazzjoni

ghall-membri ta’ 1-
ghaqda i jigu minn
diversi parroccéi  ta’
Ghawdex. o

. Fost l-attivitajiet

organizzati ghall-kleru
ta’- Ghawdex fl-okkaz-
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joni tal-Qawmien Spi-
ritwali Marjan, illum
saret Via Sagryg ghas-
Sacerdoti li tmexxiet
mill-E.T. Mons. Isqgof
Nikol Cauchi mis-San-
twarju ta’ Pinuy ghal
fug I-Gholja ta’ Gham-
mar. Numru sabih ta’
Sacerdoti hadu sehem
f'dan l-ezercizzju ta’
pjeta.

9. Il-Kan. Dun Karm
Cini gaddes ghal grupp
ta’ Maltin fil-Kappella
tal-Madonna.

11. Bhala parti mill-
programm ta’ attivita-
jiet fl-okkazjoni tal-
Qawmien Spiritwali
Marjan, Mons. Isqof
Nikol Cauchi gaddes
ghall-istudenti kollha -
li matul din is-sena
réivew is-sagrament
tal-Grizma tal-Isqof.

18. Il-Moviment Ew-
karistiku ta’ Ghawdex
ghamel lejl adorazzjoni
fis-Santwarju ta’ Pinu.
L-adorazzjoni kienet
immexxija minn Dun
Ruzar Borg.

20, Il-Kumitat Djoce-
san taz-zZghazagh Or-
ganizza Mixja Marja-
na ghaz - zghazagh
minn hdein il-knisja
parrokkjali tal-Ghasri
ghas-Santwarju tal-
Madonna ta’ Pinu. Fi
tmiem din il-Mixja
Marjana, Mons. Isqof

‘Nikol . Cauchi mexxa
Koncelebrazzjoni flim-
‘kien mas-Sacerdoti Di-

retturi tac-Centri Par-
rokkjali- tad-diversi
parroc¢éi ta’ Ghawdex.



Numru kbir ta’ zgha-
zagh hadu sehem f’din
l-attivita.

NOVEMBRU

iI. Il-Fergha Ewka-
ristika gnamlet siegha
aderazzjoni u quddiesa
ghall-membri taghha
fis-Santwarju ta’ Pinu.

Fl-okkazjoni ta’ ghe-
lug it-30 sena tad-
Dommsg tal-Assunta, 1-
Azzjoni Kattolika
ghamlet pellegrinagg
ghas-Santwarju ta’
Pinu. Il-pellegrinagg
kien immexxi minn
Dun. Gorg Vella, Ass.
Ekk. Djocesan.

2. Saret guddiess,
ghal-Legjunarji tan-
Nadur minn Dun Saly
Pace.

19. Sar Ghasar u
cuddiesa Kantata
mill-Kapitlu tal-Kol-

leggiata ta’ 1-Gharb.

21. Fl-okkazjoni tal-
festa tal-Prezentazzjo-
ni tal-Madonna. il-Pia
Unjoni Madonng ta’
Pinu, organizzat Pel-
legrinagg ghas-San-
twarju ta’ Pinu fejn
saret quddiesa minn
Dun Karm Borg. Peress
Ii f’dan il-pellegrinagg
attendew numru sabih

OASSISIN BARRANIN

© Can. Joseph Theuma; Mons. Giov. Fren-
do; Fr. Joe Vella; Rev. E. Sultana; Dun
Michael
O.F.M. Cap.; Rev. Joseph Borg S.J.; Dun
Salv Muscat; Can. Joseph Grech; . Rev.

Frangisk Debrincat; Fr.

ta’ nies li m’humiex
membri tal-Pia Unjoni,
Dun Karm tkellem
dwar l-iskop ta’ din 1-
Ghaqda  Marjana u
heggeg 1il dawk pre-
zenti biex jinkitbu bha-
la membiri jekk sa issa
ghadhom ma humiex.

27. Fl-okkazjoni ta’
Jum ir-Radd il-Eajr,
1-E.T. Mons. Isgof Ni-
kol Cauchi mexxa
Konselebrazzjoni ma’
diversi sacerdoti
Ghawdxin fis-Santwar-
ju ta’ Pinu. Fdin 1-

okkazjoni Mons. Isqof

tkellem dwar id-dmir
taghna 1i nrcddu hajr
‘1 Alla. ghall-gid kollu
li ghamel maghna.

30. L-Ec¢¢. T. Mons.
Isgef Nikol G. Cauchi
gaddes quddiesa b’suf-
fragju ta’ ruh l-ex
Prim Ministru Gorg
Borg Olivier. Fost dawk
li attendew ghal din
il-guddiesa kien hemm
il-membri Parlamen-
tari = Ghawdxin tal-
Partit Nazzjonalista.

DICEMBRU

2. L-E.T. Mons. Isqof
Nikol &. Cauchi mexxa
Koncelebrazzjoni b’
suffragju ta’ ruh Frank
Duff, Fundatur tal-
Legjun ta’ Marija.
Ghal din il-quddiesa

attendew numru Kbir
ta’ Legjunarji minn
Ghawdex kollu.

R, Saret C:lebrazzjoni
Ewkgristiko - Marjana
ghall-Istudentl Ghaw-
dxin. Fit-830 a.m. ir-
Rettur tas-Santwarju,
Mons. Beneditt Camil-
leri gqaddes ghall-is-
tudentl u wara Mons.
Tsqof Nikol G. Cauchi
ghamel diskors ta’ I-
okkazjoni y gassam il-
premijiet lir-rebbiehg
tal - Kompetizzjoni
Marjana mnedija mic-
Centru Kulturali Mar-
ian ta’ Pinu ’Ottubru
li ghadda.

Peress li kien l-ew-
wel Sibt tax xahar, il-
Fergha Ewkaristika
ghamlet siegha ado-
razzjoni u quddiesa.

7. Il-Kapitlu tal-Kol-
leggiata ta’ 1-Gharb
ghamel Ghasar Kan-
tat fil-Bazilika ta’ Pinu
fl-ckkazjoni tal-festa
ta’ I-Immakulata.

Fl-okkazjoni taz-
Zzmien ta’ Qawmien
Spiritwali Marjan kull
nhar ta’ Erbgha kien
isir - Pellegrinagg mir-
Rabat ghas-Santwarju
ta’ Pinu fejn kienet
issir  quddiesa ghal
dawk 1i jiehdu sehem
fil-Pellegrinagg.

LI QADDSU FIS-SANTWARJU

Agius
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Salv Vella; Rev. Agostino Azzopardi MSSP.;
Fr. B. Farrugia O.F.M. Cap.; Fr. Joe Far-
rugia; Patri V.M. Xerri O.F.M. Conv.; Dun
Karm Hili; Dun Mario Cassar;
Paul Mejlag O.F.M.; Can. John Gauci; Fr.

Fr. Peter



George Borg; Can. Salv. Pace;  Fr. Ant.
Mizzi; Fr. M. Zammit; Can. M’Angelo Xer-
ri; Can. Nikol Vella Apap; Fr. Joe Bezzina;
Dun Mikiel De Giovanni; Fr. William Neba;
Dun Salv Zammit; Rev. P. Albert Micallef
O.F.M.; Dun Guzepp Zammit; Dun Ruzar
Borg; Fr. J. Mercieca OFM. Cap.; Fr.
Mario Azzopardi O.F.M. Cap.; Mons. Gre-
gorip Vella; Can. G. Sacco; Mons. Nikol
Vella; Dun Mikiel Mintoff; Can. Jos. Zah-
ra; Dun Angelo Buttigieg; Pierre Battista
Farrugia O.F.M. Cap.; Mons. Francesco
Borg; Dun Guzepp Bajada; Mons. Anton

Grech Vella; Fr. Benignus Sultana O.F.M.
Cap.; Rev. Fr. Louis Bezzina; Mons. Joseph
Curmi; Fr. Emanuele Bonavia; Fr. John
Camilleri P.P.; Fr. M. Zammit; Fr. A. Ca-
mil'eri S.J.; Dun Mikiel Attard; Dun Mario
Borg; Dun Gorg Mercieca; Fr. Joe Mejlaq;
Dun Manwel Curmi; Dun Gorg Debono;
Can. Salv Camilleri; Fr. Josephus Mallia
O.FP.M. Cap.; P.A. Gatt; Dun Salv Borg;
Dun Salv Grima; Dun Salv Tabone; Dun
Salv Muscat; Fr. Martinian Cutajar O.S.A.;
Fr. Carmelo Portelli; Dun Girgor Grech.

ZWIGIJIET LI SARU FIS-SANTWARJU

Angelo Muscat minn Fontana u Grace
Farrugia minn Victoria; Vicky Refalo mix-~
Xagnra u Peter Paul Farrugia min-Nadur;
Frances Sultana mix-Xaghra u Teddy
Vella minn Victoria; Victoria Azzopardi u
Joe Agius mix-Xaghra; Angela Mejlag
min-Nadur u Ganni Galea minn Sannaft;
Emmanuel Galea u Doris Agius mix-Xagh-
ra; Kristinu Zerafa minn Ghajnsielem u
Margaret Bajada minn Sannat; Leli At-
tard mix-Xaghra u Maria Gauci minn
Kercem; Mary Vella u Tony Sacco minn

PREZENTAZZJONWJIET TA’ TRABI LILL-MADONNA TA’

Michael Camilleri — Nadur; Marisa Fal-
zon — Burmarrad; Valery Grech — Ghajn-
sielem; Jaclyn Grima — Xewkija; Marie
Cassar — Sannat; Gail-Marie Galea —
Hamrun; Veronica Vella — Mosta; Fran-
kie Cauchi — Xewkija; Aaron Said — Na-
dur; John-Paul Enriquez — B’Kara; Eileen
Camilleri — Marsalforn; Donald Vella —

Victoria; Michael Xuereb mix-Xewkija u
Rose Buttigieg min-Nadur; Raymond Sul-
tana mix-Xaghra u Natalina Mercieca
minn Victoria; Guzeppa Xerri u Pinu But-
tigieg mix-Xewkija; Rita Mifsud minn
Victoria u Eugenio Mifsud mix-Xaghra;
Sammy Azzopardi u PBernardette Gauci
minn Victoria; Pawlu Sultana mix-Xagh-
ra u Mary Portelli mix-Xewkija; Anthony
Zammit miz-Zebbug u M’Anne Aszzopardi
minn Ghajnsielem; ¢Cikku Galea mill-
Gharb u Carmela Muscat min-Nadur.

PINU

Victoria; Christopher Vella — Gharb,
Blasic Muscat — Nadur; Charmaine Vella
— Victoria; Giovanna Attard — Marsal-
forn; Christine Debono — B’Kara;, Na-
thalie Stellini — Munxar; Patricia Bon-
gailas — Victoria; Marvie Muscat — Vie-
toria; Matthew Azzopardi — Gharb.

ghall-gid taghna.”

“Nagraw fit-Testment il-Qadim 1li 1-Mulej mexxa 1-gens tieghu
mill-Egittu sal-Art Imwieghda b’kolonna ta’ shab bi nhar u b’ko-
lonna ta’ nar bil-lejl. Din il-kolonna tal-ghageb, issa ta’ shab, issa
ta’ nar, kienet xbiha ta’ Marija, u tal-hidmiet differenti li twettaq

Sant’Alfons Liguori.




GRAZZI MADONNA

GHAWDEX:

Gorga Vella; George Zammit; Phyllis
Bonnici; Pawla Bajada; Annette Grima:
Marija Portelli; Toni Pace; John Butti-
gieg; Michael Mejlaq; Rose Vella; Sunta
Cassar; Liza Cauchi; Frankie Cauchi;
Frank Buttigieg; Sammy Mejlag; Marija
Bajada; Marija Bugeja; Consiglia Vella;
Christine Mifsud; Marija Zerafa; Peter
Paul Attard; Maria Bezzina; Angolina Vel-
la; Carmel Tabone; Francis Attard; Rose
Vella; Charlie Cremonsa; Gamri Grech;
Angelo Xerri; John Xuereb; Salvu Xuereb;
Maria Bartolo; Carmelo Zerafa.

Rose Muscat; Maria Apap; Agnes Far-
rugia; Anthony Farrugia; Mary Mifsud;
Loreta Axiak; Grezzja Muscat; Maria Spi-
teri; Rose Axiak; M. Camilleri; Maria But-
tigieg: Anne Caruana; Carmelo Saliba;
M’ Teresa Attard; Giovanna Galea; Gorgi-
na Galea; Manwel Zahra; Mary Grima,; Joe
Vella; Stella Cassar; Maria Farrugia; An-
gla, Curmi; Margaret Portelli; Ganni Por-
velli; M’Assunta Theuma; Anglu Xuereb;
Paola Attard; Francesco Pace; Pawla Cur-
mi; Guzeppa Saliba; Tony Sultana; Gu-
zeppa Sultana; Maria Sultana; Anthony
Grima; Guzeppa Axiak; Mario Azzopardi;
Teresa Galea; Stella Camilleri; Maria Gri-
ma,; M. Portelli; G. Bonello; Rita Tabone;
Paul Grech; Maria Buttigieg; Pawla But-
tigieg; QGina Bajada; N. Cauchi; E. Xue-
reb; Mary Merc1eca

Mario Grech; D: Curmi; Fren¢ Buttigieg;
Sonia Rapa; M’Gwann Grima; Josephine
Curmi;  Doreen Apap; Mr. & Mrs. Vella,
Ruth Spiteri; Carmelo Curmi; Jane Rapa;
Guza Magro; F. Buttigieg; Rosina Cassar;
Mary Said; Carmen Xuereb; Maria Min-
toff; Julian P01telh,, Lonza Carnimolla;
Salving,’ Attard Anng Muscat; Kelina Cau-
chi: Mark Spiteri; Pino Pisani; Maria De-
brincat;- Gorga Azzopardi; . Toni Pace;
Franglska Portelli; Margaret Spiteri; Vicky
Zammit; G&uzeppa Aduilina; Frené Mer-
cieca: Gorga Galea; Maria Azzopardi;
Pawlu Sultana; Maria Micallef; Jane De-
bono; M'Rosa Vella; Maria Camilleri; Jo-
sephine Attard; Mary Portelh

“Paul Sulta-
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GHAX SMAJTNI!

na; Angolina Formosa; Angelo Magro; M’
Anne Piscopo; Mikiel Pace; Lewis Vassal-
lo; Guzeppa Frendo; Guzeppa Formosa’
Mario Vella; Michael Spiteri; Annette Gri-
ma; Maria Cauchi; Maria Spiteri; George
Axiak; Leli Theuma; GuZepp Agius; Ma-
rija Portelli.

MALTA:

Victor Vella; Marija Mallia; Carmela
Saliba; Walter Mallia; Ganni Galea; Fran-
cis Stafrace; Thomas D’Anastasi; John
Aguilina; Maria Decelis; Joseph Debat-
tista; Maria Bezzina; Joseph Caruana;
John Aquilina; Benedit Axisa; Gorg Vella,
Anthony Mifsud; Grezzja Saliba; Francis
Gatt; Frené¢ Cassar; Stella Sultana; H.
Mallia; Salvatore Carter; M’Anne Degab-
riele; Lawrence Grima; M’Anne Tabone;
Mary Vassalle, George Azzopardi; Jessie
Cini; Christina Galea; Michael Grech;
Henry Miller; Mr. Rianco; Mary Leone
Ganado; Roze Galea; Rita Vellag; Lucy
Borg; Catherine Azzopardi: J. Mifsud;
Dolores Gauci; Helen Cassar; Gemma
Scicluna.

S. Attard; Rita Falzon; Gina Galea; Fa-
milja Vella; Francis Vella; Serafina Ca-
tania; Jane Vella; Martin Chetcuti; Ant.
Gauci; M’Anne Pace; Jane Pace; George
Magri; Carmen Attard; Consiglia Mifsud,
Victor Vella; Mary Cauchi; Vincent Debo-
no; Paul Mallia; Odette Cuschieri; Toni
Rajada; Leli Camilleri; Carmen Vella;
Carmen Buttigieg; Guzeppa Casha; Sunta
Micallef; Twanny Farrugia; Esther Briffa;
Linc Micallef; Emma Frendo; Alfred
Mallia.

AWSTRALJA:

Lawrence Azzopardi; Mary Cini; Lora
Xuereb; R. Hili; George Cassar; Twanny
Camilleri; Lily Randich; C. Axiak; Mary
Darmanin; Mary Cauchi; Mary Rapa; Paul
Debrinecat; Joe Gatt.

U.S.A.:

“Mary Camilleri; Martha Bute.



Marija Regina
Tas-sema u ta’ |-art
Lil galbna noffrulek
Fost xita ta’ ward
il-hlejjag madwarek
Kuruna jdawruk
Mahluga minn lbnek
Biex gima jaghtuk.

Ave Marija.

Lil glubna Marija

Zomm Mieghek mghannqin
Bil-herga ntennulek

Maltin u Ghawdxin

Biex inti tharishom
Fil-kenn tal-virtu

Biex noghgbu lil Alla

Lil huna Gesu.

Ave Marija.

Hawn ridt issejhilna

NN“ U lehnek smajnieh
ltenni b’imhabba
Li gatt ma tistrieh
Sakemm lilna tara
I_"_L- Go l-isbah smewwiet

Nitghaxxqu bil-hlewwa
Ta’ l-ohla hlewwiet.

MAD“NNA Ave Marija.

) - Versi ta’
TA Mons. M’Ang. Apap.
; Muzika ta’
P'Nu Mro. Nazzareno Refalo.
1960. -
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FIDI U TIGRIB

KITBA TA’ DUN RUZAR BORG

Il-mard hu dejjem salib izda metg jahkimna fiz-zoghzija hu
salib itgal. Mehtiega fidi u mhabba kbira fil-marid. biex jaccéetta bil-
ferh marda fiz-Zoghzija. Meta Santa Terezina mardet bit-tuberku-
lozi kellhg biss 23 sena. Araw kif accéettat 1-ahbar tal-marda taghha.

Nhar Hamis ix-Xirka baqghet tishar ma’ Gestt sa nofs il-
lejl. Kif im‘baAghad dahlet fis-sodda hasset xi ‘haga tielgha minn
grizmejha ghal go halgha. “Zgur demm!” Bezqet fil-maktur. Billi kie-
net tfiet il-lampa, tghakkset u halliet ghall-ghada “l-ahbar sabiha.”
Kif stembhet, il-Gimgha 1-Kbira fil-5.00 a.m., ftakret 1i ghandha
“bxara, ta]ba,” ressget il-maktur lejn -id- dawl u ghoxiet bil-ferh
xhin rat 1i tassew kienet bezget id- demm ~fsinjal”. tghid hi, “li 1-
Gharus ma kienx fil-boghed.” -

Din hi provg ta’ dak 1li ghidna: min ghandu fidi hajja u mhab-
ba gqawwija, la jinkwieta bil-mard u langas jibza’ mill-mewt. Ir-ra-
guni mag, tridx forza jghid il-gawl Malti. Jekk nemmnu fil-genns u
fit-tbatija bhala mezz indispensabbli biex immorru hemm, melg I-
mewt u t-tbatija jsiru ghalina hwejjeg l-aktar ta’ min 1hobbhom u
jixtieghom,

Santa Tereza ta’ Avila darba qalet: “Jew inbati jew immut”.
Melga, xortih tajba tassew dak il-marid 1i jemmen tabilhagg. Il-jum
mhux ta’ piz ghalih, il-lejl mhux twil y kiebi, izda t-tnejn mezzi biex.

ihobb, jimmerita u jifdi l-erwieh. Wahdga mil-lezzjonijiet kbar 1i d-." -

dinja tghallmet f'riglejn il-Paps Govanni XXIIT kienet 1li nistghu
nitbissmu fl-ugiegh u fl-agonija: “Tghallimna mmutu, tghallimna
nghixu bhala morda’”, galy dawk li kienu madwaru fl-ghhar marda
 tieghu. Izda Papa Gwanni kien bnledem ta’ idi 1i wasslet ghal tlgdld
primaverili fil- KDIS]a \ :

: “Mulej nemmen imma kattar fija 1-fidi!” Hekk ghandna ni-
tolbu fil-mard taghna. Fidi soda tghinng wkoll biex nghixu l-mu-
ment prezenti, minghajr ma ninkwetaw fuq il-gejjieni, ghax moh-
hng Jlstrleh bil-hsieb 1i kif Alla kien maghna §’issa, jkompli jghinna
ghal 1i gej; tghinna wkoll biex inkunu gratl lejn dawk li jduru bina
fil-mard taghna, u hekk inkunu ingas ta’ piz ghalihom; u fil-ahhar-
nett tghinna biex kalmi u sereni nhejju ruhng ghal laggha ma’ Dak
li nkunu habbejna f'hajjitna. Ma ninsewx imbaghad li ahna fis-
~ sema ghandna Omm 1li thobbna: inharsu lejn Marija Sahha tal-
morda u Farrag tal-imnikktin, inpoggu t-tama taghna ﬁHa u zgur
1i Hija taghting dak 1i hu ta' 1-akbar gid ghalina.
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I1-Milied, l-ewwel Milied, ghandu
fost l-ohrajn tliet aspetti. Huwa
grajja 1-Milied, grajja ta’ l-imghod-
di, grajja li ghaddiet bhalma ghad-
dew il-grajjiet 1-ohra, kbar u zghar,
ta’ l-istorja: dan huwa l-ewwel as-
pett. It-tieni aspett: il-Milied huwa
wkoll grajja 1li ghadha sejra, grajja
tal-prezent, grajja ta’ zmienna, ghax
hija grajja 1i dejjem trid titwettag
fina u ma’ dwarna. U t-tielet aspett:
il-Milied huwa grajja tal-futur; irid
il-Milied ihares dejjem lejn id-din-
ja l-ohra, lejn Jum il-Mulej, meta
“Alla jkun kollox f’kulhadd”. (1 Kor
15, 28) Melg 1-Milied mhux biss huwa
grajja tal-bierah 1li ghadda u tal-
lum prezenti, imma wkoll huwa
grajja t'ghada etern: ghax il-Milied
huwa t-twelid fostna ta’ Dak li hu
“il-bierah u Ilum hu I-istess u jibga’
ghala dejjem”. (Lhud 13, 8)

ll-Milied: Grajja ta’ I-lmghoddi:

Din il-grajja hija l-akbar grajja
ta’ l-istorja; ghax il-Milied huwa
dan: “Alla sar bniedem u ghammar
fostna” (Gov 1, 14); San Pawl fl-
Ittra tieghu lill-Galatin, lill-grajja
tal-Milied jigborha f'dawn il-kel-
miet: ‘“meta waslet il-milja taz-
zmien, baghat Alla ’l Ibnu, li sar
minn mara, imwieled taht il-Ligi . . .
biex ikollna l-adozzjoni”. (4, 4) Fil-
Milied Alla sar l-Emmanwel, sar
Alla-Maghna; Alla
f’kollox barra mid-dnub” (Lhud
4, 15): Alla sar jixbahna f’kollox
ghax ried isir bniedem minn mara;
kien jixbahna “barra mid-dnub”,
ghax tnissel y twieled minn 1-Tmma-
kulata. Din il-grajja ta’ l-ewwel Mi-
lied hija l-agwa grajja, hija akbar
mill-istess grajja tal-holgien tad-
dinja, ghax Alla lid-dinja hologha
minhabbg 1-Inkarnazzjoni, kif Hu
holoqg lil Adam minhabba Kristu u

“sar jixbahna ..

112

(Minn

fuq ix-xbiha ta’ Kristu, kif irid
ighidilna San Pawl fl-Ittrg tieghu
lill-Kolossin: “Hu (Kristu) x-xbiha
ta’ Alla li ma jidhirx, l-ewwel fost
il-hlejjaq kollha, ghax fih mahlug
kollox, fis-sema u fuq I-art . . .; kol-
lox mahlugq bih u ghalih. Hu gabel
kollox u kollox hu fih”. (1, 15-17)

Grajja Storika:
Il1-Milied huwa grajja ta’ 1-im-

ghoddi, u ghalhekk huwa grajja
storika; il-Milied huwa storja u

P. BONAVENTURA M.

CAMILLERI, O.F.M. Conv.)

mhux xi hrafa; anzi 1-Milied huwa
'l fuqg minn kull storja, ghax Kkull
storja ghandha bidu, waqt 1i I-bidu
ta’ l-istorja tal-Milied insibuh “moh-
bi sa minn gabel iz-zmiinijiet fi hdan
Alla”, kif ighid San Pawl lill-Efesin.
(3,9). Hija storja u mhux hrafg I1-
grajja ta’ l-ewwel Milied, ghax din
il-grajja ghandha l-elementi kollha
li jifformaw u 1li fughom tinbena 1-
vera storja: nafu difatti meta grat,
fejn grat, minn min grat u ghalfejn
grat (ara: Matt 1, 1-16; Lg. 2, 1-7;
Gal 4, 4): waqt li I-hrrafa, kull hrafa,
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m’ghandhiex dawn l-elementi, pre-
¢izament ghax hija hrafa. Dan hu-
wa l-ewwel aspett tal-Milied: il-Mi-
lied huwa grajja tal-bierah, huwa
storja. U dan ifisser hafna, ifisser 1-
izjed 1i r-Religjon Imaqaddsa tagh-
na hija mibnija mhux fl-ajru, fis-
shab, imma mibnija fuq is-sod, fuq
grajja verament storika, bhalmg, fug
grajjiet stori¢i nbniet ir-Religjon
Lhudija, ir-Religjon ta’ Abram u ta’
Mose. Ir-Religjon Imgaddsa taghna
nbniet fuq l-oghla u l-agwa mhab-
ba lejna, kif Geslu stess gal lil Niko-
demu: “Iva, Alla hekk habb id-din-
ja, li ta 1-Iben tieghu I1-wahdieni,
biex kull min jemmen fih ma jinti-
lifx, imma jkollu 1-hajja ta’ dejjem”.
(Gov 3, 16) ‘

li-Milied: Grajja attwali:

Il-Milied huwa wkoll grajja 1
ghadha sejra, grajja li kontinwa-
ment titwettaq fruhna y madwar-
na; il-Milied huwa realta tal-jiem
kollha taghna, ghax il-Milied huwa
t-twelid kontinwu ta’ Gesu f’ruhna,
fil-hajja taghna, fl-ambjent taghna.
Ghax tassew: ghalhekk 1-Tben t’Alla
sar bniedem; sar bniedem biex ikun
jista’ jghammar fostna, u jgham-
mar fostna ghal dejjem. Alla 1il
Ibnu tahulna mhux darba biss, kwa-
zi elfejn seng ilu, fl-ewwel Milied;
imma tahulna ghal dejjem, tahulna
biex Ibnu jkun taghna u maghna
tul il-jiem kollha tal-hajja ta’ kull
wiched minna. Gesi stess gharrafna
b’din il-veritd sabiha ftit minuti ga-
bel ma rritorna lejn hdan il-Mis-
sier; qalilna: “Ara, jien maghkom
sa l-ahhar tad-dinia”. (Matt 28, 20)
Ghalhekk, ghalina nsara, il-Milied
ma jigix darba biss fis-sena, imma
kull jum 1li" jisbah, mieghu jisbah
Milied gdid, Milied ferriehi: it-twe-
lid ta’ Gesu f’ruhna permezz tal-



grazzja: dan huwa 1-Milied taghna,
il-Milied ta’ Zzmienna, il-Milied tal-
prezent, il-Milied dejjem attwali;
huwa, bhal l-ewwel Milied, irid im-
mensament iferrahna, ghax irid
ifakkarna li Gestt ghadu prezenti
fostna u fina: Geslu jrid-jibga’ jghix
il- haJJa taghna, il-hajja fgira tagh-
na, il-hajja umli u wieghra taghna;
permezz ta’ dan it-twelid Tieghu
fina Gesu jrid jerga’ jhoss il- faqar
u 1-bard ta’ Betlem; irid jerga’ jhoss
il-ferh u 1l-briju tat-tieg ta’ Kana;
1r1d jerga’ jhoss in-niket u d- dWGJ—
jag tal-Getsemani u d-dlamijiet u 1~
hruxua tal-Kalvarju; irid jerga’
jhoss is-sebh u 1-ferh u l-gieh tal-
Qawmien minn l-imwiet! '

Dan huwa t-tieni aspett tal- Mi-
lied: il-Milied taghna. Il-grajja ta’
l1-ewwel Milied mg setghetx tghib u
tintemm mal-girja u l-qirda taz-
zmien; ghadha hajja din-il-grajja,
dahlet fil-hajja taghna ta’ kuljum:
precizament ghax 1-Ewwel Milied
huwa t-twelid ta’ Alla fostna! Id-
dmir mela taghna kif ukoll il-gieh
kbir’taghna ‘huwa li lil Gestt nhal-
IUH jitwieled fina, indahhluH fl-ir-
kejjen kollha ta’ mohhna u ta’ galb-
na; ghalhekk Huwa hareg minn
hdan il-Missier U nizel fostna biex
ikun jista’ jidhol u jistrien fi hdan-
na. Ma naghmlux bhalmg ghamlu
n-nies ta’ Betlem fil-lejl ta’ l-ewwel
Milied: bagqghu bil-bibien imsakkra,
kif'donnu jrid ighidilna San Gwann
fil-bidu tal-Vangelu:  “Gie’ f’daru, u
niesn ma laqehuhx” (1, 11),  imma
naghmlu bhalma jghidilna " Pawlu
Missierna fi-Ittra tieghu 1lill-Kolos-
sin: “Ghixu mela fi Kristu Gesi,
Sidna, kif tghallimtuh, b-’gheruqkom
fih w hajjitkom mibnija fugqu, im-
wettqin bil-fidi bhalma tghalhm(tu
b’kotra ta’ radd il- ha]r” (2, 6-17 )

- Mlhed Etern::

Il Milied ghandu aspett 1ehor it~
tielet wiehed: irid ihaddan ukoll il-
futur, ihares dejjem lejn id-dinja 1-
ohra; u-ma jistax . ikun  xort’ohra:

. ghax Gesu twieled fostna,
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l-ewwel
aspett, u jrid ighammar fina, it-tie-
ni aspett, biex Hu, bhala t-Triq

taghna, ikun jista’ jmexxina u jwas- -

salna 1-Genna. Iva, Gesl ghad jerga’
jigi, jigi ghall- ahhar darba, y ghall-
a7nar darba nisimghuH 1habba,t fug
il-bieb ta’ qalbna. U meta jkun dan?
FJum il-Gudizzju? Mhux biss dak
in-nhar, imma jerga’ jigi wkoll fil-
mewt taghna; ghax dan huwa x-
xoghol tal-mewt taghna, 1i tlaggagh-
ng ghal dejjem ma’ Gestu Sidna.
Ghalhekk, dment li z-zmien ghadu
f'idejna, nistennewH 1lil ¢estt bhala
s-Sid taghna, bhalma stennih dak
il~gaddej fidil u ghagli, billi nhad-
dmu l-hafna talenti 1i Huwa tana;
nistennewH bhala 1-Gharus ta’ qalb-
na, bhalma ghamlu l-hames xebbiet
ghaglin, nistennewH  bil-musbieh
jixghel f’idejna, jigifieri billi nghixu
dejjem fil-grazzja ta’ Alla; nisten-
newH bhala 1-mistednin tar-Re
taghna, lebsin il-libsa Dbajda tal-
grazzja, mahsulg fid-Demm tal-Ha-
ruf bla tebgha; nistennewH bhala 1i
hu Alla, taghna, nistennewH billi
nibnu hajjitha fuq is-sod, fuq il-
blat, biex meta jibdew ivenvnu l-ir-
wiefen u jqumu l-halel, id-dar tagh-
ng ma tiggarrafx u ssir herba, imma
tibga’ wieqfa u shiha. Dan huwa t-
tielet aspett tal-Milied: il-Milied
Etern! Ghandu dan it-tielet Milied
igenninna bil-ferh, bhat-tnejn ta’
cablu; ghax jekk kienet l-imhabba
bla tarf ta’ Alla lejna 1i 1il Gesl niz-
zlitu u gabitu hemm f'Betlem; u
jekk hija din l-istess imhabba divi-
na li geghda kontinwament tnizzlu
jghammar f'ruhna; ghad tkun ukoll
din 1-Imhabba eterna li jum wiehed
ghad tlaggghu u thaddnu maghna
ghal dejjem' \

Il-Mi‘Iied; Festa tar-rigali

Gesll, fl-ewwel Milied hemm f'Bet-
lem, talabna ntui ir-rigal kbir tagh-
na: in-natura  umana, u ahna dan

. ikompli f’pagna 124



| FUNDATUR
BROTHER O
| TAL-

FRANK DUFF | |
LEGJUN TA’

1889 — 1980 MARIJA

Hekk kif il-Qdusija Tieghu 1-Papa Gwanni Pawlu II sama’ bl-
ahbar tal-mewt ta’ Bro. Frank Duff li grat nhar il-Gimgha, 7 ta’ No-
vembru, 1980, dan kien pront baghat messagg mill-Vatikan lill-Con-
cilium tal-Legjun ta’ Marija £Dublin. It-test ezatt tal-messagg
huwa dan:

“Il-Legjun ta’ Marija madwar id-dinja jibki I-mewt
tal-Fundatur Frank Duff. Jiena ninghaqad mal-
membri fit-talb biex ruhu tistrien ghal dejjem. L-
assocjazzjoni t-hu waqgaf gaghlet lil ghadd kbir ta’
Kattolici lajéi jaghrfu I-hidma indispensabdli tagh-
hom fl-evangelizzazzjoni u l-qdusija ta’ ghajrhom,
u ghenithom jidhlu ghal dik il-hidma biz-2elu u bl-
izjed mod effettiv. Lil-Legjunarji kollha jiena nagh-
ti I-Barka Appostolika biex tqawwihom fdin if-tel-
fa u biex theggdighom fil-hidmiet taghhom tal-gej-
jieni.”

Dan it-telegramm tal-Papa Gwanni Pawlu II ikompli jikkon-
ferma 1-istima kbira li Frank Duff dejjem gawda mill-Awtoritajiet,
tal-Knisja. Bizzejjed nghidu li Bro. Duff kien mistieden biex jatten-
di bhala osservatur lajk fil-Kone¢ilju Vatikan II. Il-Papiet kollha,
minn Piju XI sal-Papa attwali kollha fahhru u bierku l-hidma t1e~
ghu u tal-Legiun ta’ Marija.

Is-Sur Frank Duff, jew ahjar, Bro. Frank Duff, kif isibuh il-leg-
junarji mad-dinja kollha, twieled l-Irlanda f1-1889. Huwsg kien stu-
dent mill-ahjar ta’ Blackrock College. Kellu karrierg brillanti fis-
“Civil Service” Irlandiz, fejn kellu x’jagsam b’mod partikulari mal-
finanzi.
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Sa mill-bidu taz-zoghzija tieghu, kien jiehu parti attiva fis-
Soc¢jeta ta’ San Vincéenz de Paule u membru habrieki fl-Ghagda
msejha “Total Abstinence Association”, ghaqda kontra s-sokor.

Bro. Frank Duff kellu 32 sena meta 1-Providenza Divina mex-
sietu biex jidhol bhala membru-fundatur f’ghagda ohra 1i ssejhet
‘L-Ghagda tal-Madonna tal-Hniena”, grupp ta’ lajéi ordinarji U
jahdmu fi hdan il-Knisja. Kienu jinvistaw il-foqra, il-morda fi-is-
ptarijiet ta’ Dublin. Gara imma, 1i din 1-Ghagda, wara ftit taz-
zmien, bil-hidma ta’ Frank Duff stess, thiddlet u zviluppat f'wiehed
mili-akbar ghegubijiet fl-istorja tal-Knisja; saret il-“LEGJUN TA'
MARIJA”. Frank Duff kien il-hmira ta’ din 1-ghagda 1-gdida 1i kom-
pliet tizviluppa b’'mod tal-ghageb u tixtered ma’ kullimkien. Uffié-
tjalment, il-Legjun ta’ Marija beda fis-7 ta’ Settembru, 1921. Illum,
il-membri attivi u awziljarji tal-Legjun jinghaddu bil-miljuni u
jinsabu mxerrdin ma’ kull parti tad-dinja, anke f'postijiet fejn ir-
religjon kattolika hija ripressa u pprojbita.

Frank Duff iddedika hajtu ghal-Legjun ta’ Marija. Ghalkemm
huwa kellu ¢ans sabih 1i javanza fl-impjieg gholi 1i kellu fis-servizz
eivili, ta’ 44 seng telaq l-impijieg 1i kellu biex jahdem ‘full-time”
zhal-Legjun. Bil-ghajnuna ta’ xi saterdoti zelanti li kellu madwaru.
U fiimkien ma’ l-ewlenin legjunariji, Frank Duff irnexxieluy jikkom-
pila manwal ta’ regolamenti li fuqu jimxu l-legjunarji mad-dinja
ollha. Dan il-Manwal jixhed il-fidu¢ja kbira, il-gima bla gies I
huwa kellu lejn il-Vergni Mbierka.

Ta’ spiss kien jinsisti 1i l1-legjunarji ghandhom ikunu ‘Isiera’
tal-Madonna — ghamla. ta’ devozzjoni (imsejha 1-Vera Devozzjoni}
sponuta ghall-ewwel darba mill-gaddis Lwigi Maria de Montfort.
Darba, Bro, Duff qal hekk: “M’hemm l-ebda gienh li jista’ jinghatali
uli ]aghtzm sodzsfazzyon ikbar milli wiehed ighidli li jien serv tal-

Madonna”, S A

It-taghlim 1i kien johrog pesrjo*dikament‘ mill-pinna ta’ Frank
Duff biex jifforma 1-Legjunarji shabu kien xi haga li timmeravilja,
kemm ghall-volum- ta’ kitba kif - ukoll ~-ghall-profondits ta’ ghert
dommatiku u-marjologiku. Sa kemm miet-kien hu li dejjem kiteb 1-
‘articolo di fondo’ tal-“Maria Legionis”, il-perjodiku -ufficejali tal-
Legjun ta’ Marija. Bro. Duff kiteb hafna kotba wukoll; fosthom in-
semmu “Miracles on Tap” u “Baptism of Fire”, fejn -insibu- storja
vera u dettaljata ta’ 1-‘attakk’ erojku u t- trnonf tal~ Lngun ta’ Ma-
rija man-nisa tat-toroq f’ Peyton Place

Bro. Duff kien imzejjen ukoll b’ “sens of humour” ﬁn kapam
i jorganizza u li jaghmel hbieb ma’ kull min jiltaga’ mleghu Sa ftit
granet gabel ma miet (avolja kellu 91 sena), kien ghadu kapasi
jaghmel tandidiet n konferenzi twal, diskorsi bl-amment b’mohih 1-
aktar luc¢idu bhal ta’ ragel li-ghadu fl-agwa ta’ hajtu. Sa ftit gabel
ma miet, kien ukoll ghadu jirkeb ir-rota li Kkienet mezz ta’ traspors
ghalih biex jinvista ta’ spiss ¢entri tal-Legjun ‘ta> Marija - ¢ighidul~
hom praesidia) fl-inhawi ta’ Dublin, g
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Ta’ min ighid li Frank Duff kellu wisq ghal galbu I-Legjun ta’
Marija f'Malta u f’Ghawdex. Ta’ spiss kien jibghat it-tislijiet tieghu
spec¢jali ghal-Legjunarji ta’ dawn il-Gzejjer. Ftit gimghat gabel ma
miet, huwa kellem lil Dun Ruzar Borg, id-Direttur Spiritwali tal-
Legjun ta’ Marija f’Ghawdex u qallu dwar l-interess 1i huwa ghandu
li Malta sservi bhala ghajn i minnha johorgu appostli biex jikkon-
verty lill-Musulmani. Qallu Frank Duff: “Filakru dzjjem li s-sejha
taghkom il-Maltin hi 1-konverzjoni tal-Musulmani”, u kompla:
“l-Gharad nakmu fuqkom ghal bosta snin, issa, ta’ insarg li intom,
pattulhom billi ddahhluhom fil-knisja”.

Lis-Sinjorina Felicia Saliba, uffi¢éjal fil-Legjun ta’ Marija
f’Ghawdex, esprimielha kemm-il darba x-xewqga kbira li huwa kellu
1i nahdmu mal-Musulmani. B’serjeta liema bhalha, darba gqalilha:

Nixtieq kelli l-ispazju halli nikteb dwar I-impressjoni ta’ legju-
narji ohra Ghawdxin li 1tagghu u kellmu lil Bro. Frank Duff. Nis-
picea b’kelmtejn zghar li qalilna s-Sur Carmelo Formosa, persuna
minn San Lawrenz, Ghawdex, 1i wkoll kellu x-xorti jkellem fit-tul
lil Bro. Duff. Is-Sur Formosa qal hekk: “Tiltaga’ ma’ bniedem darba
i jaghmillek impressjoni tul hajtek kollha. Hekk ghamilli Bro. Duff.
It-tiieba, l-umlita, l-esperjenza kbira kbira (jinaghad i wara 1-Vati-
kan, l-iktar informata fuo id-djocesijiet tal-Knisja hu l-Legiun ta’
Marija), insomma tkellimt, kilt u ghamiltha ma’ QADDIS. Is-sem-
plicita fi kliemu, fl-ikel, fil-mod li jghix, impressionawni, Jien qatt
ma smajt u rajt bniedem jitlob ahjar minnu: ghall-isem ta’ Gesu fi-
‘Ave Maria’ kien ibaxzxi rasu kull darba.........

Bro. Frank Duff kien strument denn f'idejn. Gesu u Marija ¥
permezz tieghu waqafu wahda mill-agwa (jekk mhix l-agwa) arma-
ta fid-dinja 1li bhala xoghol ewlieni ghandha li tkebbes ma’ kull rok-
na tad-dinja n-nirien ta’ 1-Imhabba t’Alla u l-gima lejn il-Vergni
Marija.

ronrsvwwwerrrweers X ITBA TA’ ANTON FARRUGIA St

Min-natura tieghu, ir-Ruzarju jitlob minna ritmu ta’ skiet.u
hsieb li jgeghilna nimmeditaw aktar bi profitt fug il-misterji tal-
hajja ta’ Gesu fid-dawl ta’ Marija 1i hi tant qrib lejH u li fih jinfetah
ghana spiritwali. (Pawlu VI).

Is-Sekulari kollha ghandhom jonoraw lill-Madonna bl-akbar
devozzjoni u jafdaw fil-harsien taghha ta’ omm il-hajja u l-aposto-
lat taghhom. (Digriet: ‘Apostolicam Actuositatem’, 4).
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\'S PLACE IN GHR

BTIAN LIFE

(Continued from last issue)

A second type of devotion, less
well known but extremely fruitful
is the offering of one’s daily actions
in her honor. This does not require
that extrg activities be added to our
programme, but simply that an ex-
tra intention be introduced into the
motivation of our actions, Instead of
doing them merely because they are
the right thing to do, we do them
with the purpose that Mary may be
honored through them. This does
not consume any time, and takes
very little additional effort; yet it
gives our works a new order of mean-
ine and value, by making them enter
into the great chorus by which the
whole universe does homage to its
Quesn. Offering up to our Lady
actions that would have been per-
formed anyhow is not a matter of
mere words, but it belongs to the bas-
ic intention motivating our activity;
and in the spiritual order, the inten-
tion counts more than anything else.

St. Louis De Montfort, who is the
greatest and the most reliable guide
for devotion to Mary, recommends
that all our actions be performed
taus, for the honor of our Lady. This
is a mode of life possible only to one
who is constantly mindful of her; and
such remembrance is as pleasing to
her maternal heart as it would be to
any mother. It cannot fail to win her
blessing on our endeavours. It does
not mean that we are acting for Mary
rather-than for God; on the contrary,
it is g way of acting for God and the
most effective way of doing so, The
thought of Mary will not burden our
intention, but will introduce a note of
sweetness and gentleness into our
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duties, countzracting their drabness,
and helping to keep us faithful when
weariness tempt us to falter.

But paying honor to Mary is only
the first step in true devotion to her.
As long as we think of her primarily
as one to be honored by us, rather
than as one on whom we depend, our
attitude fails to measure up to the
reality. For in relation to her, we are
not like g:own-up sons and daughters
paying their respects to their “dear
little mother”; but rather like chil-
dren who still need a mother’s help.
While Mary does indeed receive hon-
or from us, she is much more one
from whom we receive grace, light,
ard all that is necessary for spirit-
ual growth. Hence, besides honoring
her, we ought constantly to seek her
help. In all our needs, temptations,
and urdertakings, we should have
confdent recourse to her as the one
best suited to obtain God’s blessing
for us, and whatever degree of suc-
cess he wishes us to have. No case is
too difficult or too desperate for us
to invoke her help. On the other
hand, nothing is too small to trouble
her about. As a mother, she takes an
interest in all that we do, and does
not want to be left out of any part of
our lives.

St. Louis de Montfort describes
tais practice as the performance of
our actions through Mary and with
Mary. Performing them through her
means, first of all, asking her for
ligtt and guidance, before undertak-
ing anything, with the resolution to
do only that which she seems to want.
It seems secondly, relying on the



help that she gives us, rather than
our own strenght or wisdom. Cer-
tainly, we must maike use of what-
ever natural power we hake; but
on the help God gives us through
Our Lady,

Acting with Mary means look-
ing upon her as the model for our
actions. 1t will lead us to do not on-
ly wnat she wants, but in the way
she wants it. For, when we try to
imitate, as far as we are able, the
manner in which she served our
Lord, she herself reaches down, and
maakes delicate refinements in the
manner and tone of our actions
which would never have occured to
us, but which greatly enchance their
atility to pleas:z her Son.

" This kind of devotion is marked
by an abiding sense of our Lady’s
presence in our lives. That is one
reason we can be said to do all with
her. The dominant note in our at-
titude is one of trust and confidence
in her Lelp; for this reason we are
said to do everything through her.
Wren someone is concerned merely
with honoring her, his predominant
attitude is one of faith. He pays
homage to her because of what, by
his Catholic faith, he believes her
to be. But trust in Mary makes the
faith “come alive” in actual relian-
ce on her. Honor paid to her is a
declaration of faith in her spiritual
motherhood; trust and reliance is
the living of that faith by acting
in the spirit of a child towards her.

Beyond these first two degrees
of devotions to Mary, lies g third,
which is quite mysterious. It is
known to us through the writings
of some of the great Marian saints.
St. Louis de Montfort describes it
as living in Mary. He compares her
to the Paradise in which Christ, the
New Adam, was pleased to abide,
and which he opens to admit his

119

closest friends to share it with him.
The attitude demanded here is not
merely that of a child trusting in
its mother, but that of -the tiny in-
fant who knows no one but her,
wrose life is wholly encompassed
by her, and who has no term of
reference outside of her. He goes
on'y where she takes him and lives
only by the nourishment she pro-
vides him.

In this degree of devotion to -
Mary, the sense of her presence is
greatly intensified; but here, it is
not so much that Mary is with us,
but we are in her. We seem in a
sense, to have vanished, and to have
left place only for her. The desire
to work for her honor, and the trust
in her help that dominates the two
previous stages are immeasurably

stronger, but the dominant note no
longer comes from them, but from
the spirit of love. All other attitudes




are swallowed up and engulfed in
this - not so as to be suppressed, but
rather to be transfigured. The saying
of St. John taat ‘God is love, and he
that abides in love gbides in God
and God in him’, takes on its full
meining here; and at the same
t'me it becomes clear to what a de-
gree of God has made the Blessed
Virgin an associate in his love.

Trere is no need to speak at
great length about this mysterious
Ioving union with our Blessed Lady.
A true understanding of it will come
only with, the experience of it, to
whatever degree God sees fit to
give it to us. But it is useful at least
to be aware of what the saints have
told us about it, because this devo-
tion of theirs, which appears so
strange in contrast with our work-
aday attitudes, is not in any way
fantastic; it is simple realism. It is
tne only attitude which corresponds
adequately to the ftruth of Mary’s
fun:tion in the- economy of salva-
tion. Hence it makes ug realize how
far our ideas fall short of grasping
the full meaning of her mother-
hood. )

There is one way in which de-
votion to Mary i the opposite of
t e cnild’s affection for his earthly
mother. In human life, we begin as
children and grow to adulthood;
and our attitude towards our mot-
hers changes correspondingly. A
grown man may love his mother
every bit ag much as he did when
a child; but it is with a different
sort of love. Devotion to the Blessed
Virgin also undergoes development,
but in the opposite direction. It us-
ually begins with a rather adult at-
titute towards our Lady: but as it
grows it becomes more and more the
attitude of a child. Thus, spiritual
maturity is a stage of spiritual
childhood, snd the more attitude
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towards Mary resembles that of the
tiniest infant towards its mother,
the more truly it corresponds to the
reality of our dependence on her in
the plan of God.

Finally, we must note the close
connection tketween devotion to
Mary and the apostolate. It is based
on t.e fact that the Christ-life,
whica the apostle seeks to commu-
nicate by his words and example, is
tae very same life which Mary com-
municates interiorly by grace. A
new member added to Christ’s My~
stical Body is a new son or daugh-
ter kborn in Mary’s spiritual family.
When one who has gone astray is
brougnt back to the fold, an erring
child is restored to his mother’s
embrace. Everytime a Christian be-
gins to realize more fully the poten-
tialities of his faith, it is the life
received from Our Lady that is de-
veloring in him,

Hence genuine devotion to Mary
does not let piely take the place of
vigorous apostolic effort, It would
be false to speak affectionately to
her, while disregarding her most
earnest wish. Likewise, it would be
a misguiced apostolate that neglec~
ted to turn to Mary for inspiration
and collaboration. Those engaged
in apostolic labors are employed in
her service, whether they are con-
scious of it or not. They are her
asents, - emi:saries whom she sends
to her straying children and they
nzed rer cooperation, without which
their efforts would be vain. But they
can also count on the powerful sup-
port of her maternal love, which
will spare nothing to gain or reclaim
the children God has destined for
her; and they can be sure of her
speciil affection for themselves in
t e task accomplishing her dearest
work.



CEKLEM CEKLEM SA TA’® PINU

Novella ta’ J.C.

li-ganpiena l-kbira tax-Xaghra kienet ghadha kemm — habbret
il-Paternoster meta Furtun u Lonza hargu mir-razzett taghhom fin-
naha ‘Tal-Ghejjun’ u éeklem c¢eklem, fuq karettun migbud minn
nmara, bdew trigthom lejn ta’ Pinu biex ikomplu weghda 1i Lonza.
'mument ta’ biki u qtiegh il-qalb, kienet ghamlet mal-Madonna Ta’
Pinu meta xi xhur gabel, Bertu, il-pulizija tar-rahal, kien gie gabil-
ha l-ahbar hazina li binha Pawlu kien gie rraportat nieges wara
attakk mill-Germanizi fuq il-frejgata 1i fugha kien imbarkat.

Kemm kienet bkiet u ghajtet f’dak il-jum ikrah. Ghalxejn Bertu,
u wara anhke l-Ar¢ipriet kienu fehmuha li mhux bil-fors li binha
kien ghereq kif kienet deffset f’monhhha hi. Ghalxejn kienu ppruvaw
ifehmuha li binha seta’ qabad ma’ njama u tkaxkar mal-kurrent.
‘Imma kieku ma sabuhx?”’ kienet stagsiet b’jiesha magtugh Lonza.
“Binti”, kien galilha 1-Arcipriet, “il-firxa tal-bahar hija enormi u
mhux lakemm iddurha u la darba m’hemm l-ebda xhieda li Pawlu
gie Korrut waqt l-attakk, ghad hemm it-tama l jinstab gawwi u
shih...... Aghmel kuragg u jekk Alla jrid, bil-ghajnuna ta’ Ommna
Marija Bambina, Pawlu jinstab gawwi u shih” kien temm igawwilha
galbha 1-Arcipriet.

Kien l-isem ta’ Marija li nissel tama f'qalb Lonza u f’dak il-hin
ftakret fil-Madonna ta’ Pinu u fil-grazzji kbar 1i diversi devoti kienu
jsemmu li gew maglugha minn din il-Madonna. F’dan il-mument,
L: nza ghamlet weghda li, jekk binha jinsab gawwi u shih, hi tmur
Ta’ Pinu tinvista lill-Madonng u toffrilha flixkun zejt biex jinxteghel
fil-lampier tal-Kappella. U galbha gqawwija fil-Madonna, Lonza
damet granet, imbaghad gimghat 1 wara xhur tibki u titlob 1ill-
Madonna biex issalvalha lil binha Pawlu. Imma donnha l-Madonna
ma riditx tisma’ 1-biki taghha, u jum wiehed inghalget quddiem
santa tal-Madonna u fethet galbha izjed mis-soltu: “Int taf Madon-
na l1 jien m’ghandi ’1 hadd hlief 1il Pawlu ... jekk ma ggibulix lura
int min jista’ jgibu Madonna? ... salvah int Madonna ... ismaghni u
salvah” u nfexxet tibki bhal tarbija imcéanfra minn ommbha.

Sewwa sew f’dan il-mument ta’ swied il-qalb u fl-istess hin ta’
tama, instemghet tahbita goffa fuq il-bieb u vuci ta’ ragel tghajjat:
~“Lonza ... Lonz ... Lonza ... iftah ghax ghandi ahbar tajba ghalik ...
Lonz ... Lonz ...” Ghall-ewwel Lonza bagghet issummata mhix ¢erta
jekk semghetx tajjeb min isejhilha, imma mbaghad bhal galbha
hebritha, meshet ghajnejha bil-fardal u griet lejn il-bieb ta’ barra.
Kif fethet sabet 1lil Bertu b’karta f’idu li bi thissima, beda jghidilha:
“Pawlu orrajt, Pawlu orrajt Lonz, sabuh, gieghed Lixandra, 1-Egittu”.

“Pawlu ... Pawlu...”, bdiet ittemtem Lonza.
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~YIya Lonz, gawwi u shih, hawn ara gie issa t-teleforn, issa issa
rrhadhom kemm ¢emplu minn Malta u gejt nigri ngmdlek”

Lonza langas sahha, tirringrazzja lil Bertu ma kellha avolja has-
set 1i kellha taghmel dan, ghalhekk mill-gdid, bid-dmugh f’ghaj-
nejha, griet ghal fuqu u ghangitu maghha wagt li minn taht 1-ilsien
odiet tgedwed, “IlI-Madonna ta’ Pinu semghetni u salvatu.”

Avolja Bertu kien golf m’ghola hawn, qabizlu d-dmugh ghall-
emozzjoni ta’ dik l-omm wi¢éha mixruk bin-niket. Imbaghad tap-~
tpilha fuq spallitha u beda jghidilha, “Issa aghmel kuragg, Longz,
l-agwa li nstab gawwi u shih.” ‘U-kif-ingibdet  lura' minn mieghu.
stagsieha fejn kien Furtun biex 1mur jaghti ‘l-ahbar it-tajba lilu
wkoll. E T

“Le, ... le, immur jien, immur jien."’, sabet bhal f'dagga 1-kliem
Lonza, u bla kliem u bla sliem, telget tigri lejn Ta’ Gajdoru fejn Fur-
tun kien gieghed jizra’ I-ful.

Fl-ghalga stess, Lonza qalet 1lil Furtun bi]:—weg'hdéc 1 kienei
ghamlet lill-Madonna u kompliet, “issa ghandi seba’ mitt sena sa-
kemm immur Ta’ Pinu.” :

“Immorru ...” kienet 1-unika kelma li seta’ jlissen Furtun x’hin
rass mieghu lil martu, ghadma u gilda.

“Immorru nhar 1-Erbgha li gejja stess”, kompliet hergana Lon-
za, “immorru fil-ghodu biex nisimghu Il-quddies u nitgarbnu u, bil-
hagq, niehdu flixkun zejt lill-Madonna ghax hekk ghamilthg 1-
weghda jien” kompliet theggu Lonza b’wi¢tha mixghul bi thissima,
haga li Furtun kien ilu ma jara izjed minn sitt xhur.

U hekk waslet 1-ghodwa tal-Erbgha, jum il-Madonna. kif kienu
jeghidu l-anzjani taghna, meta Ghawdex bi hgaru kien izur il-Ma-
donna Ta’ Pinu. Furtun u Lonza langas kellhom sabar jorgdu minn
nofs il-lejl ta’ sbih dan il-jum u spec¢jalment ILonza kienet il-hin
kollu tissemma’ l-arlogg tal-parroc¢ca li ma jmorrux igummu tard.
Ghall-habta tat-tlieta qamu, libsu I-ilbies tal-knisja u armaw il-
hmara ghal-lest fi-isqaq. Imbaghad, kif kienu bilgieghda fl-intrata
iistennew il-hin ighaddi, Lonza gieha f’'mohhha kif kienu ser igas-
smu t-talb u ruzarju matul it-triq.

“Li- a,hjar” bdiet tfiehem 1lil Furtun, “li nghidu t-tliet Ruzarii,
nghidu l-kurunella tal-Vitorja u tal- Karmnu ghax dawk it-tnejn
tal-Parroééa taghna”.

“Dak inhalli f’idejk Lonz”, irrisponda Furtun, “ghax jien hlief
it-talba ta’ San Guzepp u tal-gaddis tieghi San Furtunatu ma naf
xejn.” :

Kienu hekk mehdijin jitkellmu fuq it-talb meta “booom?”, hab-
bret il-Paternoster il-qanpiena sabiha tax-Xaghra. Minnufih Furtun
u Lonza hargu jigru ghad-dawl ta’ lampa tar-rih 1i dendlu taht il-
karettun biex ma tidhirx mill-ajru, rikbu, tkebbu l-wiehed f’ kapott
ta’ abbord u l-ohra fl-ghonnells u xall 1swed li t-tifel kien gabilha
minn Gibilta, u bil-kuruni flidejhom u bl-“Alla taghna, isma’ t-talb
taghna” taw bidu ghall-pellegrinagg ta’ -xi siegha u nofs-lejn 1-
Gharb fi dlam ¢appa u kesha fina ta’ gabel is-sebh.
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Kien hemm tajjeb 1 t-trig kienet tat-torba tbajjad. fid-dalma u
hekk wiehed, ghalkemm ma kienx jara l-boghod izjed minn tefgha
ta’ gebla seta’, bl-ghajnuna ta’ ftit dawl taht il-karettun, jivvjaggja
minghajr biza’ li jiekol xi hajt jew isib ruhu go xi ghalga. Ghax billi
kisnet il-gwerra, ma kienux permessi dwal gawwija. Il-pulizija kie-
net tippermetti biss lampa b’dawl bati mohbija bhal ta’ Furtun u
Lonza, b’ordni stretta li jekk jinstema’ xi hoss ta’ ajruplan, anke’
dan id-dawl kellu jintefa’ minnufih.

Rekbin fuq il-karettun bil-hmara tpassi, malajr ghaddew mit-
Taflija ghal tal-Qacécéa u sabu ruhhom ta’ amet meta kienu diga
galu l-hamsa tal-Glorja. Hawn hdejn il-kappella tal-Karmnu: Lonza
adiet il-kurunellg tal-Karmelu (kif kienet tghid hi). Furtum fakkar-
e wkoll fl-erwieh billi £’dik in-naha hemm ukoll. i¢-¢imiterju tal-

armil u hekk, b’dan it-talb, ghaddew it-triq kollha tdl-Imghajjen
sakemm waslu hdejn dik id-dar il-hamra mlaggma bhalg Tal-Eares
fejn Lonza hegget lil Furtun biex jitolbu hafna ghal ruh. il-hares
ghax ommha kienet ghallmitha 1i 1- haves ma k1enx ghajr x1 ruh
tlggerra 1i kellha bzonn ta’ hafna talb.

Hdejn 1-imtiehen Tal-Erba’, bdiet it-tieni ruzarju, tal-Ferh. Forsi
ghazlet tal-Ferh ghax Lonza hadety ir-ruh meta ghaddew minn hdejn
id-dar tal-hares u la raw lozor bojod u lanqas semghu krib jew
hsejjes strambi ta’ barrg minn hawn (kif kienu jmexxuha dawk 1i
kellnom kull interess li hadd ma jersaq lejn dik id-dar imwarrba).
Billi issa kienet gejja t-telgha tat-tigrija, Furtun gqal lil Lonzga biex
kemm tista’ tersaq ’il quddiem u hu nizel jimxi biex” il-bhima ma
thatix u fl-istess hin isahhan ftit sagajh li kienu ibbisulu mdendlin
fuq is-salib tal-karettun. Kif telghu t-Tokk, ir-riha tal-kafe f’dik
.. is-sirda ta’ fil-ghodu, lil Furtun gasmitlu- qalbu u -“Long, tridx nieh-
du kafé minn ghand Ta’ Gwann‘J” gal lil martu bla ma ried.

“Mela ma tafx li rridu nitgarbnu, Furt?”, hatfitu Lonza.

“Iva, iva, Lonza, kompli r-Ruzarju u, bil-hagq, issa la tispiééa
tal-Ferh ftakar f’dawk il-gaddisin t’hawn, San Gakbu, San Gorg u
nsomma 1-ohrajn tal-knejjes l-ohra tar-Rabat”, irranga ftit is-sit-
wazzjoni Furtun li issa kien rega’ rikeb. Naturalment Lonza obdietu
u, kif spicéaw tal-Ferh, hdejin il-haddied ta’ Karlu, bdiet tghid xi

" paternoster f'gieh il-gaddisin 1i kien semmielhg Furtun. Imbaghad,
taht Ta’ San Guzepp, Furtun beda jghid it-talba ta’ dan il-gaddis
protettur tal-agonizzanti, liema talba kien tghallem minn Peppi billi
dan kien ighidha kuljum wara r-Ruzarju fil-parroéca gabel il-barka.

Issa kienu gqorbu lejn tal-Hamimiet fejn, fug in-naha tax-xel-
lug hemm il-Madonna, tas-Sokkors f'Ta’ Ker¢cem u Lonza galet hmis-.
tax il-avemarija f'gieh din il-Madonna. U billi fuq in-naha l-ohra,
A-Ghasri, hemm il-Corpus, il-Gisem tas-Sinjur, Lonza qalet ukoll il-

kurunella tas- -Sagrament 1i wasslithom ftit 1lil hemm mit-telgha tat- .~ =

Torri fejn Lonza, fakkret lil Furtun f’San Mitri gewwa 1-Gharb, 1i-
kien salva t-tifel ta’ Zgugina, u San Pupulju, l-ewwel isqof, 1 ghan— :
du l-kappella ftit 'l hemm minn ta’ Pinu. It-talpb lil dawn il-gaddisin

wassal il-pellegrini taghna sa ras it-telgha taé-Cimpli.

Hawnhekk kienu waslu fl-ahhar biééa u Lonza biddlet anke x- -
xejra 1i 1-pellegrinagg kien ha s’issa. Malajr nizlet minn fuq il-ka-
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rettun u qalet lil Furtun jaghmel l-istess ‘“ghax s’issa ghadna ma
shamilniex ftit penitenza” galtlu waqt li anke nezghet minn sagajha
gorq iswed 1i kienet liebsa biex thoss il-kesha. Furtun ghamel 1-istess
u tghidx kemm sofra. billi kellu x-xqug tas-safra. Imbaghad it-tnejn
‘ntefghu quddiem ras il-hmara u Lonza bdiet tat-Tbatija.

Mas-Salve Regina waslu quddiem iz-zuntier. Hemmhekk rabtu
l-bhima, tfew il-lampa u jitolbu skond il-fehma tal-Papg u hafna
intenzjonijiet ohra, dahlu l-knisja fejn baqghu telghin fil-kappella
flimkien ma’ haing devoti ohra li kienu gew gabilhom. Hemmhekk
komplew Litanija tal-Madonna u, wara li ghamlu vista, Furtun mar
fis-sagristija bil-flixkun taz-zejt fidu u, wagqt li ta dan iz-zejt 1il
Toni s-sagristan, wera x-xewqa tieghu u ta’ martu i jgerru. Dun
Guzepp Portelli malajr mar hafrilnom dnubiethom u hekk setghu
jisimghu l-quddies u jitgarbnu.

Billi kienet 1-Erbgha, kien hemm hafna guddies, u flok quddiesa
semghu tnejn, ghax Lonza riedet toffri quddiesa ghall-bzonnijiet
tal-paci, haga 1i kellhom bzonnha wisq dawn il-gzejjer fil-bidu tas-
snin erbghin. Meta lestew kollox u Lonza ghal elf darba talbet ghal
binha u ghal elf darba irringrazzjat lill-Madonna talli kienet salva-
tilhg 1lil Pawlu, u regghet talbet ghall-paci biex binha jigi lura, u
ghall-midinbin u ghal dawk 1i mietu fil-gwerra, u invistat 1il Karmni
ta’ Pori fil-kappella tal-Kun¢izzjoni u ghamlet ma nafx kemm-il
riverenza u haslet mohhha bl-ilma mbierek, u tefghet ftit soldi fil-
kaxxa ta’ hdejn il-bieb, id-devoti taghna hargu mill-knisja u, meta
I-arlogg tal-Gharb kien gieghed idoqq is-sitta u nofs, qabdu trigthom
lurg lejn ix~-Xaghra ferhanin li kienu gdew dmirijiethom.

Jagbad minn pagna 114

ir-rigal tajnihulu permezz ta’ Mari-
ja Vergni, 1i hija l-agwa u l-isbah u
1-eqdes frott ta’ artna u ta’ gensna.
Pit-tieni Milied, cioé fit-twelid Tie-
ghu f'ruhna, Gesu jtina r-rigal kbir
Tieghu: in-natura divina, jaghmil-
na wlied Missieru, ‘ulied id-dawl
ulied il-jum, kif San Pawl ihobb
isejjah lill-insarg (ara: 1 Tess 5, 5;
Efesin 5, 8). U fit-tielet Milied, fil-
mewt taghna Huwa jtina l-eredita
ta’ Missieru u Missierna, il-FHajja
Eterna, il-Genna, Kkif irid jaccerta-
na San Pawl meta jghidilna A-Ittra
tieghu lir-Rumani: “Jekk ahna
wlied, ahna wkoll werrieta, werrieta
ta’ Alla, werrieta ma’ Kristu.” (8, 17)

Dawn huma t-tliet aspetti tal-
Milied: twelid ta’ Gesu f’Betlem,
Gesu jissebbah bin-natura taghna;
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huwa dan it-twelid grajja storika:
It-tieni agpett: it-twelid ta’ Gesl
f'ruhna permezz tal-grazzja: ahna
nsiru nixbhu Lilu, insiru wlied adot-
tivi ta’ Alla: huwa dan it-twelid
realtd sagramentali. U t-tielet as-
pett: Gestt jiltaqa’ ghal dejjem
maghng fil-mewt taghna permezz
tal-Glorja: hawn isimna jitnizzel,
biex gatt ma jithassar, fil-ktieb tal-
Hajja, kif jizgurana San Gwann fl-
Apokalissi: “Min jirbah, jitlibbes bl-
abjad, u ma nhassarx ismu mill-
ktieb fal-hajja”. (3, 5; ara: 21, 27)

Fl-ewwel Milied Gest strieh fil-
maxturg ta’ Betlem; fit-tieni Milied
Geslu jistrieh fil-maxtura ta’ qalbna
u ta’ mohhna; u fit-tielet Milied
Gesl jrid iserrahna fil-maxtura tal-
glorja eterna tal-Genna!



F'Ta’ Pinu ukoll ghandna:

Centru Kulturali Marjan

Wt
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Ftuh ufficejali u therik ta¢c-Centru, Kulturali Marjan ta’ Pinu
mill-E.T. Mons, Isgof Nikol G. Cauchi

Nota karatteristika tad-Duttrina Kattolika ta’ l-ahhar seklu
kienet l-interess kbir fl-evuluzzjoni tat-taghlim dwar il-Madonmna.
Bid-definizzjoni tad-Doemmi tal-Imimakulat Konéepiment u tal-As-
sunzjoni ta’ Marija, flimkien mal-hafna dokumenti Papali }i jirrig-
wardaw il-Madonna, fid-dinja kiber mhux biss it-taghlim dwarha,
imma 1-insara komplew jintlew bil-fidi u l-imhabba lejn din 1-Omm
taghna tas-Sema.

HTIEGA TAT-TAGHLIM

Il-Protestanti, li minn dejjem ippruvaw ixejnu Il-pozizzjoni ta’
Marija fil-misteru tar-Redenzjoni, hafna drabi hassewhom offizi
meta raw b'liema heffa kien ged jixtered il-kult lejn il-Madonna.
Anki xi Kattoli¢i Imentaw dwar il-gima kbira li kienet bdiet tin-
ghata lill-Madonna, ghax hasbu li b’hekk kienet ser tonqos il-gima
li tmiss lil Alla, wahdu. Biex dawn l-idejat zbaljati ma jinxterdux u
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biex tikber fost il-fidili d-devozzjoni awtentika lejn Marija hemm
bzonn ta’ taghlim teologiku sod. U allura minn hawn tidher il-htie-
ga tal-Libreriji u ta¢-Centri Marjani.

CENTRI U LIBRERIJI MARJANI FID DINJA o A

i e RO TGy e Sl SRR RS Fhepai Ralis e S0
I1- pljumer ta dawn i¢-Centri Marjam, 11 Ilum huma mxerrda
f'bosta pajjizi fid-dinja, jidher li kien José Maria Escold Cugat, mis-
sjunarju li 1-1862 waqqgaf l-ewwel Centru Marjan £'Lérida, fi Span-
ja. Dan i¢-Centru llum zviluppa f’istituzzjoni ta’ famsg internazzjo-
nali, i tippubblika u ti¢c¢irkula bi prezzijiet 1-aktar baxxi kotba dwar
il-Madonna, torganizza kompetizzjom]let Marjani u ghandha hafna
membri, sahans1tra barra minn SpanJa l-aktar fil-Venezuela u fil-
F111pp1n1

‘u—g

L-ideja tal-librerija Marjana nistghu nghidu li prattikament
bdiet fl-1904 bit-twaqgif tal-Librerija Marjana gewwsa Ruma. Din il-
Librerija twaqqfet mill-Patrijiet Serviti ta’ Marija bhalg tifkira tal-
Gublew tad-Deheb tad-definizzjoni tad-Domma tal-Immakulata
Koncezzjoni. Din il-Librerija famuza kellha tkun in-nukleu 1i mad-
watha, f1-1945, inbena ¢-Centru Marjan Internazzjonali 1i jippubbli-
ka hafna xoghlijiet Marjani.

Dawn il-libreriji Marjani llum insibuhom f’hafna pajjizi. Jezis-
tu f’Pontmain, Vauban, u Dreux fi Franza; f’Banneux fil-Belgju u
’Benburg fl-Irlanda ta’ Fuq. Fil-Kanada nsibu is-“Centre Marial
Canadien” u librerija, marjana maghrufa hafna. Ta’ min isemmi
wkoll il-Librerija Marjana fl-Universita ta’ Dayton, il-“Mullen Lib-
rary” ta’ 1-Universitd Kattolika ta’ 1-Amerika, il-Librerija Marjana
i tinsab fil-Kullegg Marjan ta’ Poughkeepsie N.Y., u ma’ dawn ukoll
ié-Centru Marjan u 1-Librerija li twaqqfu fi New York mill-Karmeli-
san Fr. Donald Maria O’Callaghan fis-sena 1954. ¢entri Marjani ohra
minghajr librerija nsibuhom anke f’Bay Shore N.Y. u ©'Chicago.

LENTRU KULTURALI MARJAN F'TA’ PINU

¢entru Marjan u Librerija ta’ din ix-xorta nfetah ukoll f’dawn
I—ahhar snin fid-Djocesi taghna ta’ Ghawdex. Ghalkemm i¢-Centru
Rulturali Marjan ta’ Pinu ilu biss tliet snin 1i gie miftyh uffi¢ejal-
ment diga nistghu nghidu li wettag diversi hidmiet biex Jllnaq 1-
rskop ewlieni tieghu: li jinxtered it-taghlim u jkabbar il-gima u 1-
mhabba lejn il-Madonna.,

Fi¢-Centru Marjan ta’ Pinu, insibu Librerija, Marjana. Ghal-
kemm il-Librerija Marjana taghna ghadha relattivament Zghira
hafna meta nipparagunawha ma’ Libreriji Marjani ohra li nsibu f
Franza, fil-Belgju u fl-Amerika, pero fil-ftit snin li din il-librerija
ilha. tinbena, digd ghandha numru sabih ta’ kotba dwar il-Madonna
bil-Malti, bl-Ingliz, bit-Taljan, bil-Frané¢iz u b’diversi lingwi ohra.
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Fi¢-Centru Marjan ta’ Pinu nsibu wkoll numru ta’ filminiu films
Jwar il-Madonna. Sa issa, dawn ghadhom f'’numru zghir, pero hemm
1-hsieb 1 jkollna aktar minnhom ’il quddiem.

dawn l-ahhar snin, i¢-Centru Kulturali Marjan ta’ Pinu orga-
nizza diversi attivitajiet ghat-tfal u l-istudenti. Fost dawn, ta’ min
isemmi in-Nofs ta&’ Nhar Flimkien ghat-Tfal Ghawdxin li sar is-
Sibt, 7 ta’ Dicembru, 1979, fl-okkazjoni tas-Sena Internazzjonali tat-
Tfal; il-Kompetizzjoni Marjana u ¢-Celebrazzjoni Ewkaristiko-Mar-
jana li gew organizzati matul is-sena 1980 1i kienet sena tal-Qaw-
mien Spiritwalli Marjan.

Perd l-akbar u l-aqwa inizjattiva tac-Centru Kulturali Marjan
ta’ Pinu hija dik 1i issa, bhac¢-Centri Marjani 1-kbar tad-dinja,
ghandu r-Rivista tieghu i ntlagghet ferm tajjeb mhux biss f’Malta
u Ghawdex, imma anke f’pajjizi ohra fejn intbaghtet barra minn
Malta. L-iskop tar-Rivista “Madonna Ta’ Pinu” huwa dak 1i fil-glub
tal-insara tikber dejjem aktar il-fjamma tal-imhabba lejn Ommna
Marija. Aktar ma tikber fi-insara l-imhabba lejn Marija, aktar dawn
jikbru fl-imhabba taghhom lejn Binha Gesu.

Ghalkemm i¢-Centru Kulturali Marjan Ta’ Pinu ilu diga miftuh
tliet snin, dan ghadu, nistghu nghidu, fit-twelid tieghu.
Nisperaw li, bil-ghajnuna tal-Madonna, bil-koperazzjoni tad-devoti
taghHa u bil-generozita tal-benefatturi, dan i¢-¢entru ghad ikabbar
l-attivita tieghu biex hekk jilhaq 1-iskop li ghalih gie mwagqgaf.

W MIH H . iﬂiﬂﬂmf% | lj{”
o] l
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Therik tal-Librerija Marjana mill-E.T. Mons. Isqof Nikol G. Cauchi
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IS-SLIEM GHALIK

Id-Dinjita ta’ Omm Alla tigi immedjatament wara

dik ta’ l-istess Alla.
(S. Albertu 1-Kbir).

O Marija, o zbejta i mhawnx Dbhalek, int Il-oghla
kreatura, il-gmiel tieghek jisboq lil kwalunkwe dmiel
iehor; inti wahdek tghaddi lil kollha kemm huma l-gerar-
kiji celesti!

« (S. Girgor Nazjanzenu).

Fit-Testment il-Qadim kienet haga kbira illi 1-Angli
jidhru lill-bnedmin, u kien unur kbir ghal dawn (l-
bnedmin) Ii jgfmuhom. Ghalhekk il-Genesi fil-Kap. XVIi
vers 2 igib, b'tifhir 1il Abram, il-fattli dan laga’ lit-tlitt
Angli u tahom il-qima tieghu. Imma li Anglu offra 1-
gima tieghu lill-kreatura umana ma nstama’ gatt gabel
Gabriel sellem lil Marija u bil-gima qalilHa “AVE”.

(S. Tumas).

Il-gerq ta’ Eva gieb il-mewt: il-kunsens ta’ Marija
ta lid-dinja s-Salvatur. Permezz ta’ Marijg jissewwsa dak
kollu li kien intilef permezz ta’ Rva.

(S. Gwann Grisostmu).

Sliem Gralik Marija! Kliem ta’ rassenjazzjoni nisra-
nija. Kliem Ui jghallimna i ghandna nilgohu it-tbatija u
s-sagrificéju bhala sigill tal-imhabba t’Alla.

(Mons. Salv Bartoli Galea).

Il-privileggi kollha ta’ grazzja, moghtijin lill-chrajn
kellha, gew moghtijin lil Marija b’'manjiera aktar per-
fetta u abbundanti ghaliex dawn jinsabu migburin kol-
Iha fid-dinjita stess ta’ Omm Alla,

(S. Albertu 1-Kbir).

Marija hi t-tezoriera b’Gesu bhala t-tezor taghha.

Hu Gesu Nnifsu li tippossiedi u lilu Nnifsu 1i hi taghti.
(S. Pietru Guljanu Eymiard).
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WARDA il W/ADONN/A
LSORIC
“‘“@i&%sﬂc””
KULL ABBONAMENT HUWA WARDA LIL MADONNA.

AKTAR ABBONAMENTI: AKTAR WARD LIL MADCNNA.
L-ABBONAMENTI HUMA TURIJA TA’ QIMA LIL MADONNA.

1gbor Abbonati

 Ghar-Rivista

“Madonna ta’ Pinu”

# XERRED DEJJEM L-ISTAMPA T-TAJBA

® HAJJIAR LILL-ORRAJN JAQRAW LETTERATURA
MARJANA.

N.B. Tinghata tifkira tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu lil min jibghatilna
aktar minn zewd abbonamenti godda.

Ibghat l-indirizzi ta’ l-abbonati I-godda lil:
Amministratur,
“Madonng Ta’ Pinu”,
Centru Kulturali Marjan,
Ta’ Pinu — Ghawdex.
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IS- SANTWARJU TA’ PINU MIBNI WARA LI L- MAD()NNA KELLMET LIL KARMNI GRIMA.

“Il-Vergni Marija li mit-thabbira tal-Anglu laqghet fqalbha u fgisimha [-Verb t Alla u
gabet il-hajja lid-dinja, hi maghrufa u unurata bhala vera omm ta’ Alla u tar-Redentur. Hi
stess mehilusa b’mod sublimi, in vista tal-merti ta’ Binha u Mieghu marbuta minn rabta iebsa
li ma tinkallx, hi mghonija bufficéju l-aktar gholi u bid-dinjita ta> Omm tal-Iben ¢ Alla, u
ghalhekk bint mahbuba tal-Missier u tempju tal-Ispirtu s-Santu : u It minkabba dan id-don
tal-grazzja l-aktar gholja tisboq b’mod kbir lill-kreaturi I-ofira kollha fis-sema u fl-art. Hi
madanakollu marbuta flimkien mar-razza ta’Adam mal-bnedmin kollha fi htiega tal-fidwa,
anzi hi ““tassew omm tal-membri (ta’ Kristu)....ghaliex tkkooperat bl-imhabba ghat-twelid
tal-fidili tal-Knisja, Ui ta’ dak ir-Ras huma membri”. Ghal dan hi maghrufa wkoll bhala
l-membru singulari u ewlenija tal-Knisja u figura taghha u mudell l-aktar perfett ta’ fidi u ta’
karita, u [-Knisja Kattolika, mghallma mill-Ispirtu s-Santu bl-imhabba ta’ pietd ta’ bint
tivveneraha bhala Omm l-aktar mahbuba™.

( Mill-Kostituzzjont Dommatika < Lumen Gentium™ )
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