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A
one would expect, 

his time of the year 
ends itself to remem
ering this public fig
re, greater than life 

itself, who journeyed some 2,000 
years or so ago. 

Naturally, I will not write any 
theological treatise, logically, be
cause that is not my area of com
petency, but what he 
accomplished ages ago is a polit
ical statement worth taking cog
nisance of, especially in the 
high-strung political circum
slam:es we live in (and wtth an 
election beckoning). In a way 
the story of Jesus Christ could 
bemmi> a framework that one 
can reflect on when setting out 
the political agenda as the mo
mentum gathers for the forth
coming general election. I will 
mention some of my favourite 
stories of this Guru (that might 
come in handy): 

Turning water into wine 
lbis is probably the favourite 
story of many. It is indeed a sit
uation no one wants to be in, 
that is hosting a party and find
ing yourself without enough 
food or drinks to go around. For 
me this remains an important 
story because it shows that Jesus 
was interested in the individual 
needs of people - politics is 
about that, no? It is about look
ing into the narrative of every 
individual, trying to dig up 
what people need - it is about 

It is indaad a situation 
no ona wants to ba in 

equal opportunities but also 
equal rights to access those op
portunities. 

Calming the stmm 
When Jesus was with his disci
plines crossing the Sea of Galilee 
a storm caught up with them. 
Those on the boat, the story 
goes, were indeed frightened -

who wouldn't? Beyond what 
the authors of the story wanted 
to convey, I believe that good 
politicians are those who lead 
when the storm gets too danger
ous or too much to handle. We 
have enough circumstances and 
situations in our society that stir 
turbulence and create tensions 
in our existence. What we need 
now is that people in leadership 
give direction, show possible 
ways around puzzling circum
stances and help the populace 
deal with the challenges to re
dress these imbalances. 

Pool of Bethesda 
Life ill very challenging, we all 
know this, but this story depicts 
autonomy, self-reliance, re
silience when people put their 
mind to it. If we want this 
country to move forward we 
need to appreciate and realise 
that it will happen only if we 
take the proverbial 'bull by the 
horns' . People in this country 
cannot be led blindly by family 
tradition, by the media, by 
pseud-loyalties to political par
ties but by a sense of justice, a 
clear conscious and a strong 
pronouncement to take control 
over their own lives - this story 
is also about this. 

Feeding the 5,000 
lbis story has excited people re
peatedly. The same thought of 
having so many people listening 
to him and running out of food 

is enough to get everyone's 
knickers in a twist. This exciting 
plot has some very insightful 
lessons that we can draw from. 
What is interesting is that Jesus 
in this story gives a clear mes
sage that even though he might 
have been riding the crest his in
terest in the crowd was vital. 
He had this fundamental princi
ple that the basics need to be 
taken care of. Whatever dream 
politicians come up with there 
are ABCs that need to be taken 
care of because with all the ex
citing projects that political par
ties conceive, at the end of the 
day, what matters most are the 
C'flflrnnil.15 for /lmvivnl; nnmrly, a 
sense of community and belong
ing, nourishment and safety. 

The prodigal son 
lbis is the story of all stories. 
We all know what a dilemma 
and a conundrum this account 
gets us into. On the one hand 
we are keen to go with what dad 
does and his sense of celebration 
that his 'naughty' one has come 
back to the fold. On the other 
hand, our sense of justice that 
those who have done the right 
thing should be safeguarded, 
awarded and supported comes 
into the equation. lbis I suppose 
should be what politicians are 
struggling against; justice and 
solidarity, balancing out serenity 
and support rather than just fo
cusing their time on digging up 
dirt and grime about each other. 




