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A gOOd poht1c1an is his try-out worked and The argument that we make lives. They need to be This can only happen if we
. . a majority of youn, about young People not being unswervingly engaged in the have young people voting.
one who is not afraid people participated in fully ‘mature’ is yet again a debate that is happening in the Politics can be beautiful. It is

to take out-of-favour
decisions. Prime

the ballot. T always said

that whilst this was a
ood move it was still half-
aked and that we required

sham. I wonder whose brain is
fully mature! Maybe the ma-

ture ones are those that decide
on their purse? Or those Party

Country. Our politicians will

now have to confer with this

segment of the population.
Second: The fact that 16 and

the art of doing good, of doing
what is right of having cali-
brated communities.

Politics is about discussing is-

Minister Ioseph that young Ipeople be allowed loyalists, blinded by an irra- 17 year olds will be allowed to sues that are at the heart of the
M 1 d thi to vote in all ballots; from tional cf)assion? Maybe we vote will make them more community, about taking the
uscat one this Local Council to MEP elections | should consider exempting aware of the environment, right decisions.

and from General Elections to these devotees from voting be- | their community and social Politics is about identifyin
on a number of Referenda cause their judgment is bagsed wellbeing, d the lacunae we have in our sgo—
occasions in the areas I would like to go a step fur- on the one-way thinking they Third: Young people are gen- | ciety and trying to fill in those
of civil and human t}:ler now. A ?ave, rather than choosing on e;ous anclldbigl—’lhealgtei;:l. 1gland gai\)p?. " "

oung people shou e al- acts. 17 year olds shou e able to olitics is about the en-

I'ightS. In the case of lowed to contest in every type We claim that 16 year olds are ha\;]e the freedom to speak up counter, connecting with each

of ballot. I so believe that they not ‘grown-up’ enough to not only in delimited set-ups other, thinking how to take the
Vote 16, after can ?\e effgctive and give that make and take these decisions. like school, but also have ac- Coun{ry forward, %f bracing

; much needed boost our politi- Of course one could construct cess to public fora. Young peo- | ourselves against the crises and
spearheadmg the cal landscape desperatelx;f an argument around this con- ple are Pfull’ people, ’con‘%p ete’ | difficulties %IE come across.
changes necess in needs. Young people have tention, but what we need to citizens and I believe will vote So in not so many words, why
g ary strength of mind and certitude. | keep in mind is that; young after debating in favour of not?

the law that governs They are not inhibited by tradi- | people are allowed to consume | those side-lined by society like Why not have young 16 and

tion or loyalties. They have alcohol at 17 years, the age of no other segment of the popu- 17 year olds participate in all
the Local Government  their own resolve and will not criminal responsibility is 14 lace would be ready to do. the ballots?

back in 2013, young
people from the age of

be uprooted by the partisan
rubbish that is thrown around.
They are able to process the
data, are keen on what future

years, they can be fully em-
ployed at 15 years, choose
what Intermediate and A-lev-
els to take (that would eventu-

Fourth: Young people have
opinions. They know whether
they want recreational drugs
legalised or not, whether the

More so, why not have them
contest?

This is a challenge we have to
face up to. There are laws that

16 could now start they want for themselves, have | ally steer their careers) at age of consensual sex should may need to be adjusted and
tine in th enough character, personality 15/16 years, can get married be move down from 18 years, possibly introduce new ones to

voung in these and maturity. (and hence have sex) at 16 whether they should work or accommodate these changes.

elections. The lack of belief in young years and the age of sexual not whilst studying, what type | This also entails that we place
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people simply astonishes me.
We just cannot seem to han-
dle the fact that 16 year olds
are well able to ma]Ze judge-
ment calls, decide on what is
good for them and can take re-
sponsibility for their Country
and the community they live
in. We think from our fear (as
adults) and our need to control
these young ones. We are terri-
fied to admit that young peo-
ple have what it takes to decide
on their lives. We have such a
myopie and constrained idea
about youth which is absurd.

consent is being touted to go
down from 18 years. So I really
cannot understand what is the
issue here. I find it strange that
we do not seem to believe in
young people enough to vote
for their representatives, for
those who will be taking the
rulings on how they live their
lives - sounds outlandish to
me!

The benefits of voting at 16
years of age are immense.

First: Young people will start
getting direetly involved in the
decisions that construct their

of environment they aspire to
have and so on and so forth.

This Country needs a drastic
change and young people can
be a vital loop in this.

We need to see politics dis-
cussed at school, openly,
frankly and critically. Politics,
even the one with a big ‘T is
not a dirty word. It has only
turned dark because of the way
‘mature’ adults have messed it
up. The lack of intelligence of
our politicians and constituents
(who happen Lo be adults!)
needs to be watered down.

more responsibility on our for-
mal, non-formal and informal
education programmes to pro-
vide for political instruction.

These are exciting times.

I am four square behind the
Prime Minister on this one.
Well done!

(PS: A great example of maturity
lies in the debate currently taking
place on Facebook about which o
the two main Parties collected the
most money last Sunday. Now
isn’t that u sign of maturity from
our adult electorate!)
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