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RAbove: Bebryce mollis, Spiny Lobster.

The fishing season for the popular fish
lasts from mid-August to the end of De-
cember. That is a lot of limestone blocks
and a lot of cables. This type of fishing
ought to be prohibited or at best, regu-
lated, within the extended marine pro-
tected area, though fishing off a moving
vessel can go on unhindered. The big-
gest issue now is convincing people that
this matters.

Fishing is part of Maltese culture and
its economy. For fishermen this is their
livelihood. Pushing through restric-
tions on fishing, and the subsequent
loss of profit, will never be an easy task.

Prof. Deidun is sadly not optimistic.
He calls the five existing marine pro-
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Right: Prof. Alan Deidun Photo by Jean Claude Vancell.

tected areas ‘toothless tigers’ that exist
only on paper. “We believe that all these
proposed measures will never see the
light of day since implementation and
enforcement of management measures
out at sea are practically non-existent in
Maltese waters.

The current situation, he explains, is
due to two main factors. ‘Marine con-
servation enjoys a very low priority
locally, both due to a general lack of
appreciation of the living assets held
within our waters but also due to the
consistent opposition by a number of
marine stakcholders (e.g. recreation-
al fishermen) to any change to the
status quo.
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The environment has always taken

a back burner in local politics. But it is
the tireless work of people like Deidun
and his colleagues that provides the
most compelling evidence for better,
data-driven conservation. The field study
that revealed the black coral forest was
preliminary. More research is needed,
both to further map the sea floor in the
area as well as to determine just how
much damage fishing and discarded gear
has on sea life. The presence of black cor-
al is a good sign—it would not thrive in
an unstable environment. But humanity’s
mark is still clear, our responsibility is to
keep the trash from damaging fishermen’s
livelihoods and our beautiful sea. ®
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