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lI-Kelma tar-Rettur

“Ifthu I-bibien lill-Feddej”. Dawn huma [-kelmiet Ii bihom il-
Papa Gwanni Pawlu Il ghalaq id-diskors tieghu lill-Kardinali u lill-
Kurja ta’ Ruma, fl-okkazjoni tal-festi tal-Milied.

Din [-ahbar hadet lil kulhadd ghall-gharrieda, ghalkemm
wiehed jista’ jghid li din is-sorpriza ghandhatimla lil kulhiadd bil-ferhi
meta wiehed jithem I-ghan Ii ghalih gie msejjah dan il-Gublew.
“Dan il-Gublew’ qal il-Papa, ““iservi bhala sfida lill-bniedem tal-lum,
lin-nisrani tal-lum, sabiex jifthem dejjem ahjar il-misteru tal-Fidwa,
u jithaddan minn din il-hidma straordinarja ta’ gibda lejn il-
Fidwa...Din il-hidma spiritwali centrali ghandha tkun mghejjuna u
mhejjija mill-Knisja kollha. Ghalhekk ghandna nghixu b’hegga kbira
dan il-perijodu ta’ Zmien hekk importanti”.

It-tnedija ta’ din is-sena tal-Fidwa hija grazzja ohra Ii [-Mulej
ghogbu jaghti lill-bnedmin biex jersqu aktar lejh, jifthmu ahjar il-
kobor tal-imhabba tieghu u fl-istess Ain jaghmlu uzu mill-frott
taghha permezz tas-Sagrament tar-Rikonciljazzjoni.

Imma jekk ghan-nies tad-dinja din hija sejha specjali biex
igawdu I-frott ta’ din il-grajja hekk kbira, ghalina I-Maltin hija sejha
doppja ghaliex tkompli ssahihah I-istedina Ii I-Qdusija Tieghu I-Papa
ghamel lilna fil-ftuh tal-Missjoni Marjana Djocesana bhala thejjija
ghac-celebrazzjonijiet Marjani. Wara Ii I-Mulej tana |-grazzja Ii I-
Papa jilqa’ t-talha tal-Isqfijiet Maltin biex fl-okkazjoni tac¢-Centinarju
tad-Dehra tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu jinzamm il-Kungress Marjologiku-
Marjan f'pajjizna, f'ittra, Ii hadd ma kien jistenna, lin-nazzjon zghir
taghna, bi kliem San Pawl Missierna, wissiena biex niggeddu
b'tibdila spiritwali tal-fehma taghna u nilbsu I-bniedem il-gdid
mahluq skond Alla fil-gustizzja u I-qdusija, u wara li fahifiarna ghall-
fiducja taghina fil-Madonna, huwa halliena tafit il-harsien taghhata’
Omm.

Imiss lilna, issa, gheziez devotital-Madonna, i taht il-patrocinju
taghha, I-ewwel persuna li giet mifdija bil-mertu ta’ Kristu Binha, u li
b'mod [-aktar wahdieni hadet sehem ma’ Gesu fil-Fidwa, Ii
nikkoperaw mas-sejha tal-missier taghna /-Papa. Inkunu ahnaminn
ta’ lI-ewwel Ii nifthu I-bibien kollha taghna lill-Feddej u Ommu
Marija.
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Is-Santwarju ta' Finu- u d-Devozzjonijiet Marbutin Mieghu

Mill-E.T. MONS. NIKOL . CAUCHI, ISQOF T GHAWDEX

FRENC TAL-GHARB

Ir-Rettur Mons Guzeppi Portelli kellu ghajnuna kbira
minn wiehed sekular Rabib tieghiu li Radem bi shil sabiex
titlesta I-knisja, jingabru I-fondi meRtiega ghat-tizjin taghha
u tixtered f'Malta u Ghawdex il-gima lejn I-Imgaddsa
Vergni Marija Ta’ Pinu. Dan kien Frangisk Mercieca
maghruf ahjar bhala “Frenc tal-GRarb”".

Huwa twieled fit-3 ta’ Dicembru, 1892, fid-dar numru
74 Triq il-Blata, |-GRarb. Il-genituri tieghu kienu Salvu u
Benedetta mwielda wkoll Mercieca. Gie mghammed fi-
istess jum ta’ twelidu  mill-Arcipriet il-Kanoniku Frangisk
Saverju Debrincat u kellu bfala parrinijiet tal-Maghmudija
lil Guzepp Mercieca u lil Lonza Mizzi. (63).

Fi tfulitu, Fren¢ wera intelligenza u Rila mhix komuni
fit-tfal ofira; izda iffrekwenta biss I-iskola elementari tar-
raRal mill-1900 sal-1906. Ta’ tlettax-il sena Ralla l-iskola
ghaliex missieru kellu x’jambiR biex ighinu fix-xoghol tar-
raba’, Meta miet missieru fl-1917, peress |li minn Rutu s-
subien xi whud kienu mietu u wiehied kien imsiefer, il-piz
tal-familja waqga’ fug Frenc,li kien jehitieglu jRabrek bil-lejl
u bin-nhar sabiex imantni lil ommu li kienet ghadha Rajja u
2-;ewg Rutu bniet li bagghu fid-dar.

Izda, ghad li I-parti |-kbira ta’ Rajtu ghaddieha jahidem
ta’ bidwi, kien isib zmien fil-ghaxija u nhar ta’ Hadd sabiex
izur il-Knisja I-qadima tal-Vizitazzjoni li hemm fir-rahal u
jaghmel xi xogfhlijiet li kienu miehRtiega fi¢c-¢imiterju, jew fil-
gnien li kien hemm anness mieghu.

Meta fl-1933, infetah fil-parrocta tal-Gharb i¢-¢irklu
tal-Azzjoni Kattolika tai-guvintur, Frenc¢ kien wiefied mill-
membri attivi tieghu. Kien jiefiu sehem fis-sighat ta’
adorazzjoni u fl-irtiri organizzati minn dik |-Ghaqda, anzi
kien iRajjar lill-ofirajn sabiex jattendu ghalihom. Biex
jarahom allegri, kien jorganizza xi attivitajiet tal-palk u
mhux biss kien jirrecita fihom izda gie wkoll li kiteb xi
sketches u poeziji ghal dan il-ghan,

Id-dehen u l-ghaqal ta’ Fren¢ kienu maghrufin sewwa
fir-rahal u n-nies sikwit kienu jfittxuh biex jieRdu pariri
minn ghandu, meta kien ikollhom xi hemm. Indahal
kemm-il darba biex jaghmilha ta’ medjatur u jgib il-paci
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Fren¢ ta’ I-GRarb

bejn xi tnejn li kicnu miggieldin. Ta’ spiss kienu jsejAulu
sabiex meta jkun hemm xi wirt ghall-qasma, jaghtihom il-
parir tieghu u jghinhom sabiex kollox isir bil-gustizzja.

Izda Fren¢ sar maghruf anke barra minn rafial twelidu,
meta xi nies li kienu morda fiequ, wara li gaghdu ghall-parir
tieghu u ghamlu I-kura li qalilhom hu. GRad li gatt ma
studja medicina, f'xi kazijiet, kien jaghti lill-morda li
javvicinawh xi duwa maghmul mill-Rixejjex u kien jinsisti
maghhom sabiex ikollhom fiducja fil-Madonna. Hafna nies
li fiequ, jattribwixxu I-fejgan tagiihom lil din il-fidi gqawwija
li Fren¢ nissel fihom aktar milli lill-medicini li huwa kien
jaghtihom. GRal snin shah, ta’ kull fil-ghaxija, wara li jidhol
mix-xoghol tieghu tar-raba, serbut twil ta’ nies kienu jkunu
jistennewh biex jidhlu ikellmuh u jitolbuh parir x’ser
jaghmlu biex isolvu I-problemi li jkollhom jew biex itaffu t-
thatijiet taghhom jew ta’ grabathom. Frenc kien jingeda
wkoll b’din I-okkazjoni sabiex ighidilhom kelma ta’ gid
ghar-ruh taghhom u mhux wiehed u tnejn kienu dawk li
Fren¢ ipperswadihom sabiex jaghmlu qrara sinciera u
jikkonvertu.
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Huwa kompla dan [-apostolat ta’ kuntatt personali sa [-
ahiRar ta’ Rajtu u bosta drabi dan kien jiswielu sagrificCju
kbir ghax kien itellfu I-mistrief li huwa kien jeftieg hafna
sewwa meta kien ghadu f’safifitu u kien ikun ghajjien bix-
xoghol tal-biedja, kif ukoll, anzi izjed, meta dahal fl-eta u
kellu hu nnifsu I-mard tieghu.

Frenc Mercieca Ralla dan il-wied tad-dmugh fI-20 ta’
Mejju 1967. (64} Sarulu funerali sollenni fil-Knisja
Kolleggjata tal-Gharb u ghalihom attendiet folla kbira ta’
nies li gew mhux biss minn raflu izda wkoll mill-imkejjen
kollha t'Ghawdex u xi whud safiansitra minn Malta. lI-gisem
tieghu huwa midfun fil-qabar numru 70A fic-¢imiterju tal-
GRarb. Ta’ kull sena mijiet ta’ nies miz-zewg gzejjer izuru
dan il-gabar, jitolbu fuqu, izommuh imzejjen bil-fjuri u
jixeghlu xi xemgha fuqu. L-ewwel bijografija ta’ Frenc giet
miktuba mill-pinna tal-istoriku maghruf, Patri Alessandru
Bonnici O.F.M. Conv. u stampata fl-1975, (65)

Nistghu nghidu i I-isem ta’ Fren¢ Mercieca huwa
marbut mal-grajjiet tas-Santwarju Ta’ Pinu ghal tliet motivi:

Meta kienet geghda tinbena |-Knisja Ta’ Pinu, Fren¢
kien ikun minn ta’ [-ewwel li jsieheb mieghu rgiel ofira
sabiex nhar ta’ Hadd imorru bil-karettuni u jgorru I-gebel
mill-barriera ghall-post fejn kienet timbena I-knisja. Dan
ix-xoghol kienu jagiimluh minghajr ebda hlas, imganglin
biss mill-imAabba lejn il-Madonna Ta’ Pinu. Peress |i |-
ispejjez fil-bini tal-knisja, ghal dak iz-zmien kienu enormi,
ir-rettur Dun Guzepp Portelli kull tant kien jorganizza xi
lotterija u Frenc¢ kien jaghti daqqa t'id sabiex jinbieghu I-
biljetti u jingabru offerti ofira,

Fren¢ mhux biss kien izur is-santwarju ta’ spiss, izda
kien iRajjar nies ofira jaghmlu bRalu. Meta kien iservi lin-
nies, li kienu jitolbuh ighinhom biex ifiequ mill-mard
tagfihom, gatt ma zamm flus ghalih, izda kellu kaxxa zghira
fid-dar tieghu li fiha, min irid, kien jitfa’ xi offerta ghall-
Knisja Ta’ Pinu. B’dan il-mod huwa rnexxielu jigbor kemm-
il darba somma sabiha ta’ flus, i mbaghad kien ighaddiha
lir-rettur tas-santwarju biex biha jagfimel xi opra fil-knisja,
bhal ma huwa per ezempiju, il-kwadru tal-muzajk tal-
Vizitazzjoni.

L-afRar raguni li ghaliha isem Fren¢ huwa marbut mas-
santwarju, nistghu nghidu li | Via Crucis li miz-zuntier tal-
Knisja twassal sa fuq il-quécata tal-gholja ta’ GRammar, li
tigi sewwa sew quddiem l-istess knisja. Sa mill-1961, Fren¢
flimkien ma’ xi nies twajbin ofira, fil-ghaxija kienu jitilghu
fuq dik il-gholja u hemmhekk jirrecitaw ir-Ruzarju.
Ghamlu wkoll bRal ni¢¢a zghira bix-xbiha tal-Madonna u
waliflu salib biex jitolbu quddiemhom. lktar tard Rarget I~
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idea li mat-telgha tal-gholja jitgeghdu xi statwi tal-Via
Sagra, sabiex id-devoti wara li jkunu zaru s-santwarju, jimxu
din it-telghRa, jimmeditaw fuqil-Passjoni ta’ Kristu u jaghmlu
xi penitenzi bi tpattija ghad-dnubiet tal-bnedmin. Kien
huwa li beda I-gbir ghal din l-opra. 1zda fil-bidu kien hemm
min Raseb li din il-Via Crucis ser ittellef id-devozzjoni lejn
is-Santwarju Ta’ Pinu u nqgala’ xi tfixkil. Iktar tard pero, dan
it-tlixkil gie mitbuh u I-lsgofl ta’ dak ii-zmien, Mons.
Guzeppi Pace, ta I-permessi meftiega, gie iffurmat kumitat
ghal dan il-ghRan u ttieAdu l-ewwel passi biex tigi mwettqga
din l-opra. Fost |-ofirajn, bit-thabrik tas-Sur Henry Fiteni, li
f’dak iz-zmien kien kummissarju ghal GRawdex, fuq il-
quccata tal-gholja gie mqieghed salib kbir tal-konkrit, fejn
kellu jsir wieRed mill-istazzjonijiet. Bil-generozita ta’ Rafna
devoti tas-santwarju, fosthom ukoll xi whud mill-Istati
Uniti, illum il-Via Crucis, li kienet tant ghal galb Frenc tal-
Gharb, saret rejalta u min izur il-Knisja Ta’ Pinu jista’
jammira fuq il-gholja quddiemha l-istatwi sbief tar-rfRiam
abjad, mahdumin fl-Italja mid-Ditta Temistocle Sarti fuq il-
mudell tal-iskultur GRawdxi Alfred Camilleri Cauchi.

REFERENZI

(63) Liber Baptizatorum (Gharb) t. 5 f. 74.
(64) Liber Mortuorum (Gharb) n. 583 f. 197.

(65) Alexandar Bonnici O.F.M. Conv. “Fren¢ tal-GRarb 1892-1967" Ediz.
Santwarju-Bazilika “Madonna ta’ Pinu”, Gacawdex, 1975.

THE YEAR BOOK 1983

THE YEAR BOOK 1983 (of Malta and Gozo) has, on the occasion of the first
centenary of the Manifestation of Our Lady of Ta’ Pinu, dedicated its frontispiece
picture to the Sanctuary of Qur Lady there. The Gozo Supplement in the same
publication carries an interesting historical contribution on the same Sanctuary
and treats at length the historical event on June 22, 1883, when a farmer
woman from the neighbourhood heard Qur Lady speaking from the main altar-
piece. It was this event that converted a tiny countryside chapel to a National
Shrine of the Republic of Malta.

~ The 31st edition of THE YEAR BOOK (1983), a unique and prestigious
reference work on Malta and Gozo — running into 384 pages — illustrated,
objective, factual and absolutely dependable, is available from booksellers and
from the publishers: De La Salle Brothers Publications, St. Benild School,
Sliema.
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L-GHAZLIET TA’ MARIJA

Minn S8.A.C.

Li kieku kellna niegfu ftit u nirriflettu,
kemm dan id-dagsxejn ta’ globu zghir li
afina nsejhulu “id-Dinja”, huwa I-ghaxqga
ta’ Alla u ta’ Ommu Marija Santissima,
kieku zgur li konna nifhmu ahjar il-Aajja
taghna bRala bnedmin f'pellegrinagg li
jwassalna sat-tgawdija ta’ dejjem. Li
Kristu habbna u ghadu jhobbna, ma
nistghux niddubitaw minnu ghax kull fejn
inRarsu, afina nsibu I-ghegubijiet tieghu.
Kollox ikellimna mili-imAabba tieghu
ghad-dinja. Il-Fidwa, il-gaghda tieghu
fostna fis-Sagrament ta’ I-lmhabba, huma
xhieda |-iktar gawwija ta’ din I-imHabba.

Imma din I-imhabba dehret ukoll matul
iz-zminijiet, minn Marija Santissima. Fuq
il-Kalvarju saret Omm il-bnedmin kollha, u
ghax accettat din il-missjoni, Hija tibga’
dejjem taqdiha fil-milja taghha. Gesu
baqa’" maghina fl-Ewkaristija, Marija
geghda magfina bid-dehriel tagfiha.

Taghzel liz-Zghar

Id-dinja taghna tista’ tiftahar ferm bil-
grazzji li hadet minn ghand din il-Hiejga
tassew specjali, imma barra mill-grazzji,
hija kellha wkoll hafna dehriet tal-
Madonna nnifisha. Huwa veru li Rafna
minn dawn id-dehriet ghiadhom ma gewx
maghrufa mill-Knisja uffi¢¢jalment, imma
huwa veru wkoll i f'bosta minnhom, il-
Knisja halliet [i jsiru devozzjonijiet spedjali
li kienu ntalbu mill-Madonna stess.

Fost dawn id-dehriet ahna nsibu li |-
Madonna dejjem ingdiet b’dawk li d-dinja
tpoggi ghall-genb bhala nies bla
importanza, u fl-ebda ckkazjoni ma naraw
lill-Madonna tidher jew tkellem lil xi
princep jew lil xi re kbir ta’ din id-dinja.
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La Salette

F'dan il-post zghir u mwarrab mill-
ghajnejn tad-dinja, il-boghod minn
Grenoble b'madwar 71 kilometru, fid-19
ta’ Settembru 1846, Hija tidher u tkellem lil
zewgt itfal, Melanja Calvat ta’ Amistax-il
sena u Massiminu Giraud ta’ madwar
hdax. Zewg raghajja li waqt |i kienu
geghdin jirghaw in-nghag taghhom fi-
inflawi ta’ La Salette, uriethom il-galb
imdejqa taghha, minhabba d-dnubiet tad-
dinja. Kienu tfal fqar, bla skola, ulied il-
bdiewa, li kienu jafu tassew xi tfisser it-
tbatija u s-sagrificéju ghall-hajja ta’
kuljum. Lil dawn it-tfal sempliéi, il-
Madonna wriethom li Hija tinsab imdejqga
ghax il-bnedmin kienu qeghdin izebilhu I-
ismijiet ta’ Binha Gesu, taghha, u tal-
gaddisin, bid-dagha, kienu geghdin
jipprofanaw il-dum tal-Mulej, billi jaRdmu
kull xorta ta’ xoghol, ihallu barra |-
Quddiesa li hija ta’ obbligu ghal kull nisrani
fil-jum tal-Hadd. Hija ghazlet lil dawn biex
iganqlu, ghat-talb u ghall-penitenza
minhabba fil-qlub iehsa li kellhom, ¢erti
nsara ta’ dak iz-zmien. Huma sofrew
persekuzzjonijiet u zebllh, Imma |-
Madonna kienet ghalihom il-ghajn
wahdanija tal-konsolazzjoni. In-nies
ghaddiethom b’imgienen, ghRajruhom,
zebilhuhom, imma huma kienu I-
maghzulin taghHa, u talli d-dinja ma
semghetx il-ghajta taghhom, waslu fugha
I kastigi koilha li gew ikkonfermati mill-
istorici ta’ dawk 1z-zminijiet.

Lourdes
Rafial zghir, midfun qalb il-muntanji
gholjin tal-Pirinej, kellu jkun i-akbar



prodigju ghad-dinja kollha. Min ma semax
b’Lourdes? Min, meta kellu I-okkazjoni, ma
wasalx wasla sa hemm biex jara
b’ghajnejh u jmiss b’idejh il-qawwa i
ghandha Marija, ma’ dawk l-eluf ta’ morda,
li kisbu I-fejgan sew fir-ruh kemm ukoll fil-
gisem? Dawn il grazzi koliha gew moghtija
permezz ta’ tfajla ta’ madwar erbatax-il
sena, Bernardette, bint Frangisk
Soubirous u Lwiga Kasterot. Familja
tassew fgira ta’ nies li riedu jghixu mill-
mitfina li kellhom, Kien tant zghir il-gliegh
taghhom ii ghai xi Zzmien kellhom ihaliu
Lourdes biex imorru f’'post iefor ghax il-
qligh li kellhom hemm ma kienx bizzejjed
biex ilahhaq mal-familja ta’ ghaxra min-
nies li kienu.

Bernardette, tfajla fgira, bla skola,
marida bl-azzma, ma taf xejn hlief, kemm
kemm tingabar tghid ir-Ruzarju, imma
kienet kbira fil-ghajnejn tas-sema. Lilha u
lilha biss dehret il-Madonna u tatha I-
messagg li kien tant mehtieg ghad-dinja
kollha. Mill-1858 sal-lum, il-mirakli ta’
Lourdes ghadhom isiru, u d-dinja kollha

semghet jew hadet sehem fihom. Grazzi
kbar permezz ta’ tfajla fgira, u marida; hekk
taf taghmel il-Madonna biex turi l-imRabba
taghha lejn id-dinja taghna.

Fatima

Min qatt kien jobsor i fit-tarf tal-
Portugall, in-nafa tat-Tramuntana ta’
Lisbona, kellu jigri dak il-miraklu hekk kbir
fit-13 ta’ Mejju, 19177 Min kellu jkun J-
istrument wahdieni ta’ tant grazzji u
ghajnuniet tas-sema? i¢-ckejknin u I-fgar.
Dawk li maghhom ghadda hajtu Gest
meta kien ghadu fostna. Dawk li bihom
tingeda i-Madonna kull meta tkun trid
taghti messagg lid-dinja u tqajjimha ftit
min-naghsa spiritwali taghha.

Lit-tfal ta’ Fatima narawhom ilkoll gejjin
minn familji ta’ kondizzjoni tassew fqira.
Lucija ta’ hdax-il sena, Frangisku ta’ disa’
snin, u Gjaéinta ta’ madwar seba’ snin,
kienu I[-maghzula tal-Madonna biex

permezz tal-fagar materjali tagfihom,
I-valur

taghtina tal-hena spiritwali i




kellhom. Min jifli sewwa |-istorja, specjal-
mentdik miktuba mill-"“Fonseca’ jista’ jara
sewwa li dawn it-tfal, ghad li Luéija biss
minnhom kienet ghadha gfiamlet i-Ewwel
Tqarbina, kollha flimkien kienu jafu jghidu
xi talb li dejjem kienu jghiduh waqt likienu
jirghaw in-nghag taghhom. Biex zgur ii-
Madonna twettaq il-hsieb taghha, kien
wara dak it-talb li kienu jaghmlu flimkien i
Lucija hasset dik il-fewga friska u ratdik il-
berqa, is-sinjal tas-Sinjura |-Bajda. Haga
tassew tal-ghageb, kif tlitt itfal minn famiiji
tal-bdiewa rnexxielhom ikunu I-
messaggiera ta’ [-Omm taghna tas-Sema.
Hekk taf taghmel Marija, taghzel dak li I-
bnedmin tad-dinja jpoggu fil-genb u
jinsew. Hekk taf tagfimel Marija |-ghazliet
taghha li dejjem kienu dawl kbir fuq il-
globu taghnal

Mhux biss it-tfal mohbija u fqar, kellhom
ikunu s-sinjali ta’ dawk iz-zminijiet ghall-
konverzjoni tad-dinja, imma wkoll il-post li
ghazlet Marija, Kova ta’ Irja, I-inqas biss
jidher fuq il-mappa tal-Portugall, u f'qasir
Zzmien sar maghruf mad-dinja kollha.
Kulhadd jistaghgeb meta jigru prodigi bhal
dawn ghax il-ghajn tal-bniedem qatt ma
tista’ tobsor |i sigrieti u messaggi ta’
importanza hekk kbira setghu jigu
moghtija lil dawk li l-ingas jafu jiktbu
isimhom. Imma hekk jigri fil-Rajja tas-
sema.

Il-Madonna tal-Qalb tad-deheb

Ir-rahal ékejken ta’ Beauraing, huwa

pajjiz mohbi fil-Belgju, li jinsab fil-
provinéja ta’” Namur. Dawn il-hamest itfal,
Fernanda Voisin ta’ Hhmistax-il sena,

Alberto ta’ hdax, Gilberta ta’ tlettax, ilkoll
ahwa, flimkien ma’ Andreina Degaimbre
ta’ hmistax-il sena u Gilberta, ohtha, ta’
disa’ snin; meta kienu dehlin lejn I-
orfanatrofju tas-sorijiet fejn kienu jingabru
biex, ghand l-istess sorijiet. jitghallmu xi
haga ta’ l-iskola u jieklu u jorqdu hemm
ukoll, raw bhal figura ta’ Sinjura Sabiha
miexja fuq il-pont minn fejn kienet tghaddi
I-ferrovija. Ghal din id-dehra, huma Ikoll
bdew ighajtu bil-biza’ tant li meta giet is-
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soru purtinara biex tifthilhom il-bieb,
sabithom ilkoll imbezza’. Is-soru ma rat
xejn minn dak li kien gara, imma t-tfal,
ghiad li kulfadd ghaddihom biz-zmien,
bagghu jghidu u jirrakkontaw dak li raw.
Kellhom bosta dehriet mid-29 ta’
Novembru 1932 sat-3 ta’ Jannar 1933. -
Madonna waia li tkelimet maghihom ghal
bosta drabi (33 darba b'kollox), gatlithom
biex jitolbu u jagfimlu penitenza. Kienf'din
id-dehra wkoll li hija reggRet tenniet i
kienet I-“Immakulata Kuncizzjoni”. |I-
kondizzjoni so¢jali: ta” dawn it-tfal kienet
tidher mill-post fejn kienu jmorru biex
jitghallmu u jieklu flimkien ghand is-
sorijiet. Tant kienu fqar il-familji taghhom
li I-angas biss kellhom biex jitrejqu b'dak li
kienu jaqilghu I-genituri taghhom. Barra
minn dan, huma kienu tfal ta’ familji
numeruzi, imma lkoll kienu mimlijin bil-
biza’ t'Alia li hu I-bidu tal-gherf, u dan |-
gherf mhux tal-bnedmin, imma. t'Alla;
wassalhom ghal dawk id-dehriet hekk
sbieh, li fi kliem I-istoric¢i, waqt id-dehriet
Radd u xejn ma kien jista’ ghalihom. Ghal
darb’ohira, il-Madonna redghet inqdiet bl-
umli u I-mohbija biex tigbed lejha ii-qlub
ta’ tant bnedmin.

ll-Madonna tad-Dmugh

Ghad li hawn ma ghandniex dehra tal-
Madonna, pero nistghu nghidu li anke fil-
biki taghha, il-Madonna ma accettatx li
tibki fi djar tas-sinjuri, imma fi djar tal-
fogra u ta’ nies li forsi ghall-ghajnejn tad-
dinja ma kellhom [-ebda mportanza. Anglu
Gannuso u martu Antoinette Giusto kienu
nies tar-raba’, nies li jridu jahdmu bis-shih
biex jaqilghu I-gurnata taghhom, per6kien
fid-dar taghhom li I-Kwadru tal-Madonna,
ghazel li minnu johrog dmugh ghal tlitt
ijiem mid-29 sal-31 ta’ Awissu, 1953.

‘Fagar u mard kienu l-karatteristi¢ita“ din il-

familja. Dak in-nhar |i beda jidher id-
dmugh fuq wicé il-Madonna, kien proprju
ghaliex, meta r-ragel gie lura mix-xoghol
iebes tleghu, u ra lil martu li marret lura
fil-marda taghha biex ma jhallihiex
wehidha, qabad il-bi¢c¢a tal-Robz likien ser
jiekol u mar jogghod hdejha biex ma



jhallihiex wehidha. Fejn ma seta’ jkun
hemm I|-ebda tama, fegget f'malajr il-
ghajnuna tas-sema. ld-dwejjaq li kienu
geghdin jifnu |-qlub zghazagh ta’ dawk iz-
zewg mizzewgin, issa tbiddlu f'ferfi kbir
ghax ir-rahal kollu taghhom ingabar biex
jaghti gima lill-kwadru tai-Madonna i
kienet gleghda tibki. Minn dar fgira u
mohbija galb bosta ohrajn, saret dar
sinjura bil-prezenza tal-Madonna. Minn
dar minsija u forsi xi ftit ippersegwitaia
minhabba |-fagar li kienet tghix fih, saret
dar l-iktar fortunata li maz-zmien keliha
tinbidel f'santwarju marjan li gajjem il-
gima ta’ bosta nies mili-ltalja kollha. Biex
dan il-feri tas-sema jkun tassew c¢ar u
muri lili-bnedmin, pjazza Euripide saret
centru ta’ lagghat ta’ nies jitolbu flimkien
u saret ukoll centru ta’ mirakli sew
spiritwali kemm ukoll materjali, ghax |-
istess mart Anglu, li kienet iddikjarata
sterili, illum hija omm ta’ zewgt itfal
b’sahfithom iktar minn tfal ta’” mparhom.

Karmni Grima u Frené¢ Portelli

Zewg xhieda ofira tal-ghazliet Ii taf
taghmel! il-Madonna huma tnejn min-nies
twajba ta’ pajjizna, Frangisk Portelli u
Karmni Grima, li kellhom ix-xorti i
jisimghu |-kliem helu hiereg minnfommiil-
Madonna, kienu tnejn min-nies mohbija u
minsija mill-ghajnejn tad-dinja. Nies tar-
raba’, midfuna f'gqiegh |-GRarb, bla ma
Radd kien jaghti kazhom, irnexxielhom,
bhat-tfal ta’ Fatima, ta’ Lourdes, ta’ La
Salette, ikunu zew{ messaggiera tal-
messagg gdid li kellha taghtihom il-
Madonna. Tant kien messagg specjali li fl-
ebda dehra ofra fid-dinja ma nstema’ li |-
Madonna talbet dak i talbet il dawn iz-
zewg erwieh gaddisa. Lil Fren¢ Portelii
talbitu biex ighid 3 Pater, 3 Ave u 3 Glorja,
f'gieh il-Pjaga |-mohbija li garrab Gesu fi

spalltu meta kien tiela’ |-Kalvarju bis-salib.
B'hekk hija stess ikkonfermat dak li kitbu
bosta profeti u stori¢i ta’ zmien Kristu,
jigifieri li Kristu bata tbatijiet straordinarji
ghall-imhabba taghna. Lit-twajba Karmni
Grima galtilha biex tghid tliet Ave Marijiet
f'gieh it-tlitt ijiem li gisimha dam fil-qabar.
Jigifieri, mela, il-Madonna mietel tassew u
hekk solviet il-hafna problemi ta’ hafna
studjuzi akkaniti li kienu jghidu i I-
Madonna raqdet, jew li I-Madonna
ghaddiet minn din id-dinja ghall-Eterniza,
bla ma sofriet il-mewt. Hekk dawn iz-
zewgt erwieh twajbin ta’ gziritna, kienu I-
akbar teologi li qgatt dehru matul iz-
zminijiet. Jekk f'Fatima |-Madonna talbet
il-Penitenza, bhal ma kienet talbet gewwa
Lourdes, u f'La Salette, fil-kliem liqalet liz-
zewq - appostli taghha Ghawdxin hija
tathom messagg ghal kollox singulari.
Mela ghandna ghaliex inkunu kburin ghal
din il-grazzja hekk spe¢jali li tatna |-
Madonna permezz ta' dawn iz-zewg
persuni. Mela, afina [-Ghawdxin, ghandna
nkunu minn ta’ l-ewwel li nressqu t-talb
taghna quddiem dawn iz-zewg(
messaggiera zghar, imma importanti tal-
Madonna ta’ Pinu, biex mill-aktar fis
possibbli, narawhom megjuma fuq [-artali
taghna bFala l-ewwel zewg qaddisin
Ghawdxin, li mill-mofba ta’ Rajjithom
gharfu jwasslu messaggi hekk importanti
lid-dinja kollha.

Hekk taf taghzel Marija lil dawk li hija
tassew thobb u lil dawk li jkunu tassew
ificbbuha b'galbhom koliha. J'Alla dawn il-
ghazliet ma jmorrux fil-bahh tal-minsija,
imma jkelthom il-valuri kollha li tathom il-
Madonna stess, biex kif ghazlet lilhom,
mohbija u minsija, tista’ taghzel ukoll! lilna
billi zzejjinna bil-grazzja mehtiega ghas-
salvazzjoni taghna.

N—

Marija, mhux biss rat lil Binha GesU rxoxt, izda wara 40 jum mili-qawmien

Tieghu mill-mewt, flimkien ma’ I-Appostli, ratu tiela’ s-Sema.
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" MARIJA
C-CENTRU
TA' L-UNITA

i

It-TIENI TARDITA, miktuba minn Padre Toniolo, fl-
okkazjoni tal-gimgha ta’ talb ghall-ghagda ta’ I-Insara, 18-
25 ta’ Jannar 1979, imxandra mir-Radju Vatikan u magluba
ghall-Malti u addattata ghall-istampa minn DUN SALV
GRIMA.

IL-VERGNI OMM

Fl-ahihar ¢ena, wara li habb lil tieghu sa l-ahhar b’dik I-imFabba Rierga minn
galb ii taf thobb b'mod infinit, I-lben t'Alla tahom ir-rigal imprezzabbli tieghu
nnifsu, li bih jibqa“ prezenti realment taht l-ispeci tal-hobz u l-inbid fug !-artali
kollha tad-dinja, sa |-ahfar taz-zminijiet, sakemm jerga’ jigi.

Kien il-mument I-iktar importanti meta Kristu gharaf sahansitra I-qlub u d-
djufija ta’ |-appostli tieghu. Fihom kien qged jara lil dawk kollha li kellhom
jisimghu bih, izda li mhux kollha kienu se jkunu fRaga wahda fih.

“L-ispirtiiiva jrid, imma I-gisem dgRajjef”. (Mt 26:41) “likoll kemm intom se
tithawdu minhabba fija, ghax hemm miktub: nidrob ir-raghaj u n-naghag tal-
merHhla jitferrxu”. (Mt 26:31)

Din it-thabbira kompliet tnissel swied il-galb.

“Ara, ghad tigi siegha, u ga waslet, meta tixterdu kull wiehed lejn daru, u lili
thalluni wahdi. l1zda wahdi m‘iniex, ghax il-Missier huwa mieghi”. (Gw 16:32)

HDEJN IS-SALIB MA’ BINHA:

Is-solitudni tieghu hija mfarrga mill-prezenza gatt niegsa tal-Missier, izda
hija kkonfortata wkoll mid-dehra ta’ prezenza ofira, ta’ I-Omm li, wehidha, ma
titbieghedx minnu u qatt ma thallih. Anzi Asicbha fih, tibqa’ hdejh imsammra,
b’galb mimlija b'imhabba mnikkta, ma’ genb is-salib. Kienet tissiefieb mal-mewt
tieghiu wagqt li tistenna I-qawmien tieghu.
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Sant’Ambrog hallielna miktub: “L-Omm wieqgfa fuq riglejha Adejn is-salib
waqt li |-irgiel harbu. Hija baqghet hemm shifia, tosserva b'ghajnejha mnikkia |-
feriti ta’ Binha li minnu kienet taf li kellha tasal il-fidwa tad-dinja wagqt li hija
stess uriet rufiha bl-istess sentimenti bhial dawk tieghu. L-lben kien imdendel
mas-salib waqt Ii I-Omm kienet issofri l-insulti ta’ dawk |i kienu
jippersegwitawh. Hija kienet hemm biex tmut mieghu ghaliex kienet tittama i
tirxoxta mieghu, ghax hija qatt ma c¢ahdet il-misteru li dak li ggenerat kellu
jirxoxta”.

Hija dixxipla perfetta kif ukoll mudell ta’ kuil nisrani u tal-Knisja ta’ dik I-
ghaqgda ma’ Kristu li ma tinhall gatt, sal-mewt u lil hinn mill-mewt.

Qabel ma dahal ghall-passjoni tieghu, biex isafiRah lil tieghu u jRarishom
minn kull tfixkil jew firda, Kristu gholla t-talba solenni tieghu lill-Missier, |-istess
talba li tissiefeb mal-gejjieni kollu ta’ I-istorja tal-Knisja fid-dinja, bhala
testment, sal-ahfar taz-zminijiet, sakemm kollox jerga’ jmgabar fih ufil-Missier
ghal dejjem bis-sahha ta’ I-Imhabba Inkarnata.

"“Missier, waslet is-siegha: agfiti glorja lil lbnek biex |I-lben jaghti glorja lilek,
bhalma inti tajtu s-setgha fuq kull bniedem biex jaghti I-Rajja ta’ dejjem lil dawk
kollha li inti fdajtlu. Din hi |-hajja ta’ dejjem: li jaghrfu lilek, Alla wahdek veru u lil
Gesu Kristu, li inti bghatt”. Claw 17:1-3)

FIC-CENAKLU MA’ L-APPOSTLI:

ll-Knisja ghamlet I-ewwel passi taghha fi¢-Cenaklu ma’ Marija li fl-ahfar
¢ena baqgghet mofibija. Issa dehret flimkien ma’ I-appostli, anzi f'nofshom, bhala
Omm Gestu. Kristu kien tela’ s-sema quddiemhom u ordnalhom biex jingabru
flimkien fit-talb:

“XRin dahlu I-belt, telghu fil-kamra ta’ fuq tad-dar fejn kienu jogoghdu...U
Ikoll galb wahda kienu jitolbu flimkien ma’ xi nisa u ma’ Marija, Omm Gesu, u
ma’ Rutu”. (Atti 1:13-14)

Kienu I-appostli, in-nisa u I-qraba: Gerarkija u fidili flimkien ma’ Marija f'talb
kontinwu u f'fehma wahda. Huma kienu qed jitolbu I-Ispirtu s-Santu li tieghu
Marija biss kellha erperjenza helwa. Hija |-iktar setghet thejjihom ghall-migja
tieghu. Dik il-grajja keliha ssawwar il-Knisja bhRala wahda qaddisa biex twassal
lid-dinja kollha r-rigal tal-kelma u ta’ I-Ispirtu li jgaddes.

Minn dak inhar ‘il quddiem, |-istess Spirtu, bhal mewgta’ dawl, kellu jixtered
ma’ kullimkien biex isaffi u jittrasforma permezz tal-Knisja u d-dinja koilha u
jghaqqadha fi Kristu.

Fie-Cenaklu I-Knisja hadet I-ewwel sura taghha. lllum ukoll terga’ tirritorna
fl istess Cenaklu biex tissahhah waqt li tiggedded fl-Ispirtu Qaddis, hija u tkompli
turi I-ghaqda taghha, ghaliex kull sagrifié¢ju tal-Quddiesa huwa Cenaklu mill-
gdid li jitkompla fid-dinja kollha u li jghaqqad lill-kotra haga wahda.

Hekk Rallieina miktub S. Injazju t’Antjokja:

"Meta tingabru flimkien, Ralli tkun waFda t-taiba tagfikom, wafida I-fehma,
wahda t-tama fil-imhabba u fil-ferh gaddis, ghax wiehed hu Gesu Kristu, li hu
aqwa minn kulfadd. Ingabru flimkien giskom fit-tempju wiehed ta’ Aila, madwar
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artal wiefied, ma’ Kristu wahdu, li gie minn ghand Alla I-Missier wiehed, u kien
minn dejjem ma’ Alla wiefied u rega’ lura ghand il-Missier Alla wiehed”. (Lill-
insara ta’ Manjesja, 7).

Fuq il-Robz ikkonsagrat, il-gemghat insara madwar |-artal hekk kienu jitolbu
fl-ewwel seklu:

“Bhalma dan il-Fiobz magsum gabel kien imxerred fuq I-gholjiet u issa gie
migbur biex minnu jsir Aaga wahda, hekk ukoll igbor Mulej il-Knisja tieghek mit-
trufijiet kollha ta’ I-art fis-salina tieghiek™.

FEJN HEMM MARIJA HEMM IL-KNISJA:

ll-prezenza ta’ Marija kif inhi rrakkontata fl-Iskrittura tieqaf hawn fi¢-
Cenaklu, jew ahjar tkompli fkull éenaklu fiz-zminijiet kollha, fejn il-Knisja
maghquda madwar i-artal terga’ tghix I-istorja ta’ ghaqda ma’ Kristu. Hawn ukoll
prezenti Marija bhRala I-ghajn |li ma tiegaf gatt li tnixxi d-doni gaddisa halli ma’
Kristu twassal |-ghaqda fid-dinja.

Fl-ghiaqda ta’ mfiabba li I-Ewkaristija tnissel u tghajjex, tigi mharsa wkoll I-
unita ta’ tidi, f'ghagda wahida mal-gerarkija tal-Knisja. Madwar I-Isqof tingabar
il-Knisja lokali u permezz tieghu tasal il-verita sa minn zmien I-appostli.

S. Kromazju t'Aquileia hallieina mikiub li “il-Knisja nghagdet fié¢-Cenaklu
ma’ Marija, Omm Gesu u hAutu kollha, u ghalhekk wiehed ma jistax jitkellem
minn Knisja jekk m'hemmx Marija. Hemm tinsab il-Knisja ta" Kristu fejn jigi
mxandar li Kristu sar bniedem mill-Vergni. U hemm huwa tassew priedkat il-
Vangelu fejn jippriedkaw l-appostli”.

SAR BNIEDEM MINN MARIJA:

Fil-mument importanti tal-bidu taghfiha, il-Knisja sabet rufha xxandar
RAwejjeg li ma kienux instemghu gabel: “Alla sar bniedem”.

Din it-tRabbira gquddiem in-nugqgas ta’ fidi taI—Poqu Lhudi u quddiem it-
taghlim tal-pagani xorta zammet shifh. Alla sar bniedem. li-Vangelu huwa bbazat
fuq dil-verita. Fiha jinsab il-messagg ta’ ferh ghall-umanita mhawda.

lI-Knisja turina b'mod car |I-ghar fejn Kristu twieled, il-pajjiz ¢kejken fejn
ghex u kiber, l-imkien li jkexkex fejn miet imsallab kif ukoll il-gabar li minnu
hareg Raj.

Ommu maghrufa bhRala lhudija fqajra li kienet taqgla’ I-ghajxien tagfiha bix-
xoghol ta’ idejha. lI-Knisja ma tisthix tistqarru dan; ll-Vergni li nisslet bil-qawwa
t'Alla. Anke jekk dan jidher bla sens ghal xi whud, bhala fantasija ghall-pagani
jew bhRala Rrejjef ivvintati skond il-poeti.

Din hija veritad assoluta li Alla nnifsu, li ried isalva I-bniedem, indenja
jghagqad mieghu n-natura umana, billi sawwar gisem haj bil-qawwata’ I-Ispirtu
Santu ghall Keima tal Rajja i Rdan il-guf vergni ta’ Marl)a.

Hekk kiteb San lrenew: “ll-Verb tal-Missier b'imhabba kbira lejn il-Rlejjaq
tieghu accetta li jitwieled minn Vergni biex ighaqqad mieghu u permezz tieghu
nnitsu |-bniedem m'Alla”.

lI-Verb ghaihekk sar i¢c-¢entru mdawwal |i fih saret [-ghaqda bejn il-Missier
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u |-Alejjaq mitlufa billi regga’ lura ghandu I-merhla mxerrda. L-Inkarnazzjoni hija
I-holqa li tigbor flimkien it-toroq kollha tal-bniedem; ii-post uniku u nsostitwibbli
fejn tinkiseb mill-gdid il-nbiberija m’Alla, ma’ hutu i-bnedmin fiz-zminijiet
kollha.

XTERED TAGHLIM QARRIEQ:

Qrib tmiem I-ewwel seklu u matul it-tieni wiefied, il-Knisja ghaddiet mill-
ikbar perikli ta’ I-istorja taghha. Xi taghlim nisrani dwar tifsir ta’ |-iskrittura li
nibet f'partijiet mill-komunitajiet insara, ipprova jaghmel tsara fil-verita billi
nterpreta dawn il-misteri bhala hrejjef u ghalhekk x'ufiud bdew jaqraw u jdawru
ghall-gosti taghhom dawn it-testi sagri. Dan ipprovaw jagfimiuh biex ifittxu iktar
fil-fond u jsibu dawk il-Awejjeg |I-iktar mohbija.

Dawn it-talin bdew jissejhu "‘gnosti¢i”’, jew dawk i-ghorrief bRal Saturnino,
Menandro, Cerinto, Basilide, Marcione, u I-iktar fosthom Valentino, libigrupp ta’
segwaci mieghu nvadew id-dinja ta’ dak in-nhar bil-kwantita kbira ta’ letteratura
taghhom. Kienu konvinti mill-gherf taghhom u ppretendew li huma biss kienu
jhaddnu I-verita mohbija.

Huma ssograw jindahlu fil-Awejjeg sagri bit-taghlim tagfihom billi ghamlu
Rafna distinzjonijiet kif dehrilhom. Sahansitra firdu ‘1 Allafih innifsubilli tkellmu
minn ghadd ta’ sustanzi divini, dagga fi 30 u dagqa fi 300 jew aktar. Dawn kollha
maghzula minn xulxin jissejAu “eoni”.

" Dwar Kristu wkoll tkellmu fuq realtajiet separati, p.e. Gesu s-Salvatur, |-
Ispirtu, I-uniku mnissel, e¢¢. Ghamlu firdiet ukoll fil-Rolgien bejn dak tajjeb u -
iehor hazin. Lili-bniedem bdew jikkonsidrawh bhala gabrata’ gid u deni. ll-gisem
huwa destinat ghall-qerda finali, ir-ruf ghall-paéi u I-ispirtu ghad-dawl.

B’'dan it-taghlim zbaljat taghhom kienu qed jaghmiu Rsara kbira lir-realta
storika ta’ Kristu, billi rriducewha ghal sempli¢i apparenza umana, mhix wahda
vera, waqt li s-salvazzjoni mwettga minnu giet mifhuma bhala sempliéi
konoxxenza.

IT-TWISSIJA TAL-KNISJA:

lI-Knisja kellha twiegeb kontra dawn I-izbalji, |-iktar permezz tal-hajja
awtentika taghha. Ghalhekk S. Injazju martri jikteb: **Jekk bhalma jghidu x'ubud,
nies minghajr Alla ghax bla fidi, li huwa (Kristu) bata biss taparsi, —wagt li huma
ged tassew ighixu bhala sempli¢i apparenza — ghaliex ninsab fil-ktajjen?
Ghaliex gieghed f'kumbattiment kontra I-annimali? Kont immur: ghall-mewt
ghal xejnl Kont naghti xhieda falza lill-Muilej” (1 ill-insara ta’ Tralli, no 10)

lI-Knisja ta’ dak in-nhar wiegbet ukoll billi wissiet lili-fidili biex ma jaghtux
widen ghal dak li kien ged jintqal. Infatti S. Injazju kompla jghidilhom:

“Soddu widnejkom kull meta xi fadd ikellimkom minghajr ma jsemmi lii
Gesu Kristu, li hu min-nisel ta’ David u iben Marija, li tassew twieled, kiel u
xorob, tassew garrab moRqrijataht Ponzju Pilatu, sallbuh, tassew miet quddiem
is-sema u l-art u giegh I-art, li tassew gam mill-imwiet, u gajmu Il-istess Missier
li, bhalma qajjem lilu, lilna Ikoll li nemmnu fih ghad igajjimna fi Kristu Gest, li
minghajru ma jistax ikolina I-hajja tassew’’. (Lit-Tralljani, no. 9)

Din hija I-verita wafida li I-Knisja xxerred mad-dinja kollha u tkompli thares
bl-akbar ghozza biex twassaiha lil kulfadd, kif kien il-bierah anke llum.
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Kienu hafna I-ghorrief tal-Knisja |i Raduhs kontra n-"‘gnosti¢i’: Gustinu,
Melitone, Irenew, Tertulljanu, Ippollitu, Origene u ofirajn maghrufa ta’ dak in-
nhar. It-twegiba taghhom kellha linja preciza: |-istorja tas-salvazzjoni hija
wafida ghal kulfadd, I-ghagda fit-twemimin skond il-pjan t'Alla.

Infatti t-teologija tal Knisja tghallem i-istess pjan wiehed, it-twemmin ta’ |-
unita: unitd u Alla jmorru flimkien; ghaqda fil-pjan tieghu tal-holgien, I-ghaqda
fil-bniedem sa mili-bidu, ghagda fir-Rivelazzjoni u'ﬁ-istorja kollha ta’ I-umanita,
anke jekk din giet imharbta bid-dnub. Fi Kristu I-feddej nergghu naraw |-ghaqda
mill-gdid. *

li-verita hija wahda u ma tistax tigi miftiuma b'iktar minn sens wiefied. Mhix
differenti ghal min ighaliem minn dik ta’ min jitghiallem. Mhix biex tiftiehem mod
min-nisrani komuni wagqt li tiftiehem mod iehor minn dak |i huwa intelligenti.

ll-veritd ma tigix ivvintata, izda accetiata. Gejja minn Alla u mhux mill-
bniedem. Giet mghoddija lilna u mhux misjuba. Mhix suggetta ghall-interpretaz-
zjonijiet skond il-gosti, izda mghassa mill-Knisja fi hdan it-Tradizzjoni li bia ma
tagta’ gejja minn zmien Kristu.

KRISTU WIEHED — VERITA’ WAHDA:

Dan kien il-messadg imxandar mis-Santi Padri, li Kristu huwa é-¢entru ta’
din |l-istorja tas-salvazzjoni, li jghaqgad fih il-bniedem shiR, gisem, ruh, sensi u -
fakultajiet tieghu kollha.

li-Rajja kollha tal-bniedem, sa mit-tnissil tieghu, tibda tgawdi minn Kristu li
bFRala r-ras ta’ kollox ighaddilha mhux biss id-dinjita umana izda wkoll il-Rajja
divina tal-grazzja. Kristu jnissel lil kulhadd fi bnedmin godda kif iridhom il-
Missier. Din hija realta ta’ I-ghageb u kollha mhabba li trid twassal lill-bniedem
Awejjeg divini.

Dwar dan S. Irenew hallieina miktub dan li gej: “Dawk li jzommuh bhala
bniedem biss, imwieled minn Guzeppi, jaraw il-mewt ghax jinsabu fil-jasar tad-
‘dizubbidjenza antika u li ma jridux isiru haga wafida mal-Verb t'Alla I-Missier u
lanqas ma jridu jir¢ievu I-helsien minghand |-lben. Wagqt li jicAdu li I-Emmanweli
twieled mill-Vergni huma jaghzlu li jibqghu mé¢ahhda mid-donj tieghu li hija i-
hajja ta’ dejjem. Billi I-angas ma jridu jacéettaw il-Verb li jhares min-nuqqas ta’
tahsir, huma kuntenti li jibgghu fil-gisem mortali u jkomplu jxerrdu I-mewt
ghaliex ma jkollhomx fihom il-medicina tal-hajja”

F'GHAQDA MA’' MARIJA: VERGNI U OMM:

L-istorja tas-salvazzjoni kollha kemm hi kkoncentrata fuq Kristu, bRala Alla
maghna, u mhux mifrud mill-Vergni Omm. F'Marija wiehed jara |-bazi storika u
x-xhieda tal-helsien li twettaq. Vera Omm, iktar minn kull omm ohra, hija setghet
toffri lill-Verb in-natura taghna |i saret tirrapprezenta I-gens uman kollu.

Hija Vergni mhux biss ghaliex giet imfarsa |-verginita taghha fil-qawwa ta’
mhabbitha 'l Alia u bla mittiefes il-guf taghha, izda I-iktar ghaliex Alla nnifsu,
f'kaz uniku, ghogbu jimliha b’qawwa mill-gholi u nissel fi Aidanha frott divin. Din
il-qawwa divina mhix wahda bis-setgha ta’ ragel jew tan-natura umana, izda
minn Alla biss. lI-Verb sar bnledem u waqgaf I-ghamara tieghu fostna bill sar
salvazzjoni u wassal lil kull bniedem id-doni kollha tal-grazzja.
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li-verginita fekonda ta’ Marija hija sinjal li fl-ahfar twettaq il-pjan etern tal-
Missier ghaliex Alla biss seta’ wahdu jnissel il-frott f'guf ta’ mara. li-maternita
verginali taghha huwa ghalhekk sinjal li I-bniedem shih fl-ahifar gie salvat minn
Alla.

Marija hija u tibga’ s-sinjal dejjiemi tas-salvazzjoni taghina ghax |-ghaqda li
trid tara fina hija wahda dinamika, imxebbha ma’' mixja ‘I quddiem f'dawl
kontinwu, laht il-Rarsien ta’ I-Ispirtu Santu lejn |-gharfien shif tal-mistoru ta’
Kristu.

Sa mill-bidu Marija toffri mudell ii fugu hija mfassla din il-mixja ghaliex il-
prezenza taghiha tghin lill-Knisja tiskopri lilha nnifisha fi Kristu, kollha kemm hi
Vergni u ghal dejjem ikkonsagrata 'l Alla. Hija I-kreatura li tisma’ |-kelma blama
taqta’, id-dixxipla perfetta ta’ Kristu, {i minnu huma mnebbha I-membri kollha
taghha.

Bhala Omm setgﬁana tafit il-Rarsien taghha hafna jsibu I-kenn taghhom.
Hija toffri ezempju nobbli li fuqu jistghu jfasslu Rajjithom I- ommulet kollha li
jridu jghixu fl-imhabba ta’ Kristu.

Ma nistghux ma nkunux fi Adan dii-Vergni ahna li naghmlu parti mill-
membri ta’ Kristu. Hija tat lid-dinja r-Ras ta’ dan il-Gisem, u |-Knisja, bhalha,
min-naha taghha, hija wkoll Omm u Vergni. Turili hijaomm bl-imhabba taghha
lejna u hija vergni ghax izzomm bla mittiefsa I-fidi u I-ghagda m'Alla.

lI-Knisja wkoli taghti i-hajja lill-gnus u taghmilhom membri taft Ras
wahda f'gisem wiehed, Kristu, li tieghu hija |-gharusa vergni li tnissel bhala
wliedha lil dawk kollha li jRaddnu l-verita.

Wahda mid-direttivi pastorali tal-Koncilju, rigward il-kult tal-Vergni
Mgaddsa hija dik li I-insara “imexxu ' quddiem bil-qgalb, il-gima lejn il-Vergni
Mgqaddsa, u jkollhom stima kbira tal-prattiki u l-ezercizzi ta’ pjeta li jsiru lejha,
irrikkmandati tul is-sekli mill-Magisteru tal-Knisja”. Ghalhekk, jekk irridu li
nwettqu t-taghlim tal-Koncilju, jehtieg fost hwejjeg ofira, li I-gima lejn il-
Madonna naghtuha l-importanza li jixirgilha.

Kif josserva I-Papa Pawlu VI, id-devozzjoni lejn il-Vergni Mbierka mhux
biss taghmel parti kbira mill-kult nisrani, izda barra minn hekk “’kull zvilupp veru
li jsir fil-qima nisranija, irid bil-fors igib mieghu zieda xierga fil-gimalejn Ommiil-
Mulej”.

Minn dan nikkonkludu illi jekk f'xi post id-devozzjoni tal-Madonna giet
imnaqqsa jew imwarrba fil-genb, dan ikun ifisser illi f'dak il-post ma kienx hemm
2vilupp awtentiku Lal-kult nisrani.

(Minn “ll-Qima lejn Sidtna Marija’ tal-
Ec¢c. Tieghu Mons. Isqof Nikol G. Cauchi).
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X'TGHID IL-BIBBJA
FUQ IL-MADONNA

Ghall-okkazjoni tas-Sena Marjana se
ngibu f'kull harga tar-rivista taghna 3 noti
ckejknin ta’ studju fug il-Madonna Laht it-
titlu generali ta’ ‘““Min hi Marija?’’ It-
twegiba ghal din il-mistogsija nehduha
dejjem mill-Kotba Mqaddsa, li jaghtuna r-
rivelazzjoni fuq il-misteru ta’ Marija.

ll-programm ta’ tnax-il suggett, tlieta
f'kull Rarga, ikun dan li gej:

1 Marija Omm Alla (generali)

2. Marija fil-prezentazzjoni ta’ Gesu
fit-tempju (Lq 2, 22-38)

3. Marija fit-thabbira tat-Twelid ta’
Gesu (Lq 1, 26-38)

4. Marija fil-hajja mohbija ta’ Gesu (Lq
2, 39-52)

5 Marija fiz-zjara lil Elizabetta (Lq 1,
39-56)

6 Marija fit-tieg ta’ Kana (Gw 2, 1-11)

7 Marija hdejn is-Salib ta’ Gesu (Gw
19, 25-27) s

8 Marija rebbieha tad-dnub u I-mewt
(Gen 3, 14-15)

9 Marija fil-Pentekoste (Atti 1, 12-14)

10 Marija, il-Mara ta’ I|-Apokalissi
(Apok 12, 1-6)
11 Marija, |I-Omm-Xebba tal-Messija

(Is7,14; Mt 1, 18-25)
12 Marija fit-Twelid ta’ Gesu (Lq 2, 1-
20).

Xi whud minn dawn it-tltll geghdin
f'xhur li fihom tahbat xi festa liturgika tal-
Mulej Gesu jew ta’ Ommu Marl|a. Hekk, fl-
1 ta’ Jannar hi s-solennita ta’ Marija taht
it-titlu ta” Omm Alla; fit-2 ta’ Frar, il-festa
tal-prezentazzjoni ta’ Gesu fit-tempju; fil-
25 ta’ Marzu, it-thabbira tat-Twelid tieghu
(I-Annunzjoni). Ghalhekk dawn it-titli
m’humiex fl-ordni kronologiku, imma fl
slkond I-ordni liturgiku.

Dan il-ftit taghlim fug Marija, Omm
Gesu-Alla, illum ghandna bzonnu hafna,
ghax xi setet li nibtu fostna qeghdin
jaghmlu kemm jistghu biexixerrdu taghlim
falz kontra Gesu Kristu u Ommu Marija.
Jehtieg inkunu nafu sewwa min hi Marija,
biex inAiobbuha aktar u nkomplu ngimuha
kif jixirgilha.
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OMM ALLA

(1)

L-1 ta"Jannar, I-ewwel jum tas-sena, hu
ddedikat lil Marija, bhala Omm Alla. Wara
li ghamilna t-tifkira tat-Twelid ta’ Gesu
Kristu, jixraq niftakru f'dik li gabitu fid-
dinja — Marija ta’ Nazaret. U, billi Gesu
m’huwiex biss bniedem bhRalna, imma
wkoll Alla veru minn Alla veru, Marija
m’hijiex biss Omm Gesu, il-bniedem,
imma wkoll Omm il-Bniedem-Alla.

Omm Gesu

Imkien fl-Evangelju jew f'xi partijiet ohra
tal-Kotba Mgaddsa ma jinghad hekk car u
tond li Marija hi “Omm Alla”. Imma
jinghad hafna drabi li Marija- hija Omm
Gesu jew “li minnha twieled Gesu”. (Mt 1,
16; Atti 1, 4). Fl-istejjer sbieh tat-twelid ta’
Gesu, San Lugqa juri dejjem lil Marija bhala
dik li minnha tnissel u minnha twieled, u
jsejhilha “Ommu”. (2, 48, 51).

Fir-raba’ Evangelju, dak ta’ San Gwann,
Mairija lissemma darblejn biss, fl-Istorja
tat-tieg ta’ Kana — ““‘u omm Gesu kienet
hemm™ (2, 1) — u fl-istorja tal-mewt ta’
Gesu fuq il-Golgota — “kien hemm wieqfa
hdejn is-Salib ta” Gesu Ommu” (19, 25).
San Gwann ma jsemmix lil Marija
b‘isimha, imma jsejhilha dejjem “Omm
Gesu".

Meta nkiteb ir-raba’ Evangelju f'eghliuq
| ewwel scklu tal Kristjanizmu, habta tas-
sena 100 W.K,, il-gima ta’ I-insara lejn
Gesu Kristu u I-fidi taghhom fih kienet
kbira hafna. Ghalhekk ukoll kienet kbira
hafna I-gima taghhom lejn Marija, li
minnha twieled Gesu. Kienu aktar ihobbu
jsejhulha bit-titlu ta’ I-oghla gieh taghha —
“Omm Gesu’" — milli b’isimha.

MIN HI
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| MARIJA

T SPITERI, OFM Cap.

Omm |-lben ta’ Alla

“Meta waslet il-milja taz-zminijiet, Alla
" baghat lil Ibnu, imwieled minn mara”. (Gal
i 4, 4). B'din il-kelma San Pawl fehem
ighallem li I-lben ta’ Alla, li kien ma’ Alla
gabel iz-zmien, gie mibghut minnu fiz-
t zmien u sar tassew Bin il-Bniedem, ghax
twieled minn mara, minn Marija ta’

Nazarel.

Meta Marija wildet lil Binha fiz-zmien li
kien minn dejjem I-lben ta’ Alla qabel iz-
zmien. Ahina nemmnu li Marija hi Omm
Alla, ghax nemmnu li Gesu Binha, hu
tassew Alla, ““Hu li ghad li kellu n-natura
ta’ Alla, ma gaghadx ifittex tieghu li hu
dags Alla, izda xejjen lilu nnifsu billi Aa n-
natura ta’ Isir; sar jixba lill-bniedem u
deher min barra bhala bniedem”.

Dan hu I-Kredu taghna, il-Kredu ta’ i-
Insara. Din hi I-fidi taghna. Gesu hu Allal
Mela Marija, Omm Gesu, hi Omm All! Hi
“Omm il-Mulej”. (Lq 1, 43).

MARIJA FIL-[’REiENTAZZjONI
TA’ GESU FIT-TEMPJU (2
(Lq 2, 22-38)
Wara |i ghalgilhom iz-zmien ghall-
purifikazzjoni taghhom skond il-ligi ta’

Mosg, haduh Gerusalemm bleXleprezen-
tawh lill-Mulej.

“ll-ligi ta” Moseé kienet trid li I-mara,
meta jghaddi z-zmien ta’ I-indafa taghha
ghal tifel jew tifla, iggib haruf ta’ sena
ghas-sagiificcju lal-hirug u bec¢cun ta’
hamiema jew gamiema ghas-sagrifi¢¢ju
tal-purifikazzjoni u taghtihom lill-qassis...
Din hil-ligi ghall-marali tiled tifel jew tifla”
(Lev. 12, 6-7). LIgI ohira kienet tghid: ““Kull | 0 : !
tifel li jitwieled I-ewwel jigi kkonsagrat lill- N G o AR
Mulej”. (Es 13, 12) 5



Marija obdiet din il-ligi; fl-erbghin jum
wara t-twelid ta’ binha Gesu haditu fit-
Tempju ta’ Gerusalemm u pprezentatu lill-
Mulej Alla.

Is-Sagrificéju ta” Kristu

li-prezentazzjoni ta' (Gesi fit-lempju
tfisser il-missjoni tieghu. Hu gie fid-dinja
biex joffri lilu nnifsu lil Alla bRala vittma
ghall-mahfra tad-dnubiet tal-bnedmin
kollha; biex ibati u jmut u jaghti hajtu ghall-
fidwa tal-kotra. lI-ligi tal-prezentazzjoni ta’
I-ewwel iben fit-Tempju kienet tfisser li
dan |l-iben kien ged jitgieghed fl-istat ta’
vittma quddiem Alla. lI-ligi kienet li "kuli
ma jitwieled |-ewwel fost ulied Israel, sew
tal-bnedmin u sew tal-bhejjem”, kellu jigi
ssagrifikat lill-Mulej Alla. (Es 13, 1).

Imma billi I-Israelin ma setghux jogtlu 'l
uliedhom b’sagrifié¢ju, kif kienu jaghmlu |-
Kanghanin, kellhom “jifduhom™ billi
flokhom joffru Raruf u be¢cun. U jekk il-
mara kienet tkun fgira, seighiet toffri biss
“zewg gamimiet jew zewg bcieCen tal-
Ramiem”. (Lev. 12, 8).

Marija tat I-offerta ta’ omm fgira. Imma
tat ukoll l-aqwa cfferta: ressqget quddiem
Alla lil Binha Gesu fit-Tempju kif imbaghad
aktar tard kellha toffrih tassew fug il-
Golgota ghall-mahfra tad-dnubiet.

Vittma ma’ Kristu

F'dik l-okkazjoni Xmun qal lil Marija:
“Ara, dan se jgib il-waqgha u l-gawmien
ta’ hafna f’israel; se jkun sinjal li jmeruh —
u int ukoll sejf jinfidlek ruhiek!”

Din kienet it-thabbira tad-duluri ta’
Marija. Kienet it-thabbira li “I-Messija
kellu jbati”. Kien se jkun hemm minn dawk
li jilgghuh, u ghal dawn hu kien se jkuniil-
gawmien; u kien se jkun hemm dawk Ii
~jwarrbuh, u jmeruh. Dawn ta’ l-ahhar
wkienu se jwassluh sal-mawt fug is-salib.

Marija, Omm il-Messija li jbati, kellha
tissieheb ma“ Binha fit-tbatija. Hu kien se
“jbati fil-gisem u hi kienet se tbati fil-qalb
~minhabba fih. Is-sejf tieghu kellu jinfdilha
qalbha. )
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ll-profezija ta’ Xmun sehifiet meta Marija
keinet hemm fuq il-Golgota wiegfa hdejn
is-salib ta’ Gesu. (Gw 19, 25) Dak il-hin
offriet tassew lil Binha bhala vittma ghall-
mahfra tad dnubiet, bRalma fil-bidu ta’
hajtu kienet HRaditu fit-Tempju u
ppiezenlatu lill-Mule|.

MARIJA FIT-THABBIRA TAT-
TWELID TA’ GESU 13/
(Lg. 1, 26-38)

"Meta waslet il-milja taz-zminijiet, Alla
baghat lil Ibnu, imwieled minn mara,
imwieled taht il-ligi, biex jifdi ‘| dawk li
kienu taht il-ligi, biex ikolina {-adozzjonita’
f-ulied”. (Gal. 4, 4-55)

L-Iben ta” Alla twieled bhala bniedem
“minn mara”. Mill-Evangelju nafu lidin il-
mara kienet Marija ta’ Nazaret. Bl-istorja
sabifia tat-Thabbira tat-Twelid ta’ Gesu
San Luga mhuxbissigharrafna li Marijata’
Nazaret hi tassew Omm Gesti, imma jitfa’
wkoll hafna dawl fuq il-misteru ta” Marija.
Di l-istorja tirrivelalna li Marija kienet
mahbuba minn Alla u minnu maghzula
biex tkundik li minnha Ibnu [-mafibub kellu
jiefu I-gisem u jsir bniedem.

li-Mahbuba ta” Alla

Aktar milli mahbuba minn Alla, Marija hi
“il mahbuba ta” Alla”. Din tfisser il kelma
Griega kecharitémene. ARna nittraducuha
“mimlija bil-grazzja". Din m’hijiex traduz-
zjoni ezatta, ghalkemm fis-sens taghna
tfisser l-istess haga. ll-kelma “grazzja”
(charis) fil-Bibbja hi d-don ta’ |-imhabba
t'Alla lejn il-bnedmin, hi l-espressjoni tar-
rieda tajba tieghu lejnom. Ghalhekk, meta
nghidu li Marija hi “mimlija bil-grazzja”,
inkunu nifhmu li Alla lejn Marija wera |-
imhabba u t-tjieba tieghu fl-oghla grad,
kemm seta’ jkun.

Dan fi kliem iehor stqarritu hi stess,
meta qalet: “ls-setghani ghiamel mieghi
RAwejjeg kbar’ (Lq ?, 49). Meta seilmilha, |-
anglu ma sejhilhiex b’isimha, imma bit-

tkompli pagna 404



““L-Appostlu ta’ I-Immakulata’’

San Massimiljanu

Maria Kolbe
0.F.M. Conv.

minn M.F.B.

Nhar il-Hadd, 10 ta’ Ottubru, il-martri ta’
Zmienna, il-Patri Massimiljanu Kolbe O.F.M.
Conv., gie ddikjarat qaddis mill-Papa Gwanni
Pawlu Il {'¢erlmonja solenni fil-pjazza ta’ San
Pietru quddiem folla straordinarja ta’ nies
migbura hemm mid-dinja kollha biex tqin: lill-

Protettur ta’ dan is-seklu difficli.

ll-Hajja tal-Qaddis fil-Qosor:

Patri Massimiljanu Kolbe twieled
f'Zdunska Wola qrib Lodz, fil-Polonja, fit-8
ta’ Jannar 1894, minn Marija Dalrowska
mizzewga lil Gulju. Fil-maghmudija gie
moghti I-isem ta’ Raymond. Fit-tfulija kien
fug ruhu mhux hazin imma ommu kienet
tghid li fost hutu huwa kien |-aktar wiehed
uddibjenti. L-ghaxga lieghu kienet i
jogghod idur m'ommu jghinha fix-xoghol
tad-dar.

Id-dar kellhom artal zghir u Raymond
spiss kien imur Rdejh jinzel gharkubbtejh u
jitlob. Darba mar fejn ommu u qalilha:
“Ma, dehritli I-Madonna!l” Ommu qaltlu li
kien ged johlom. “Veru, ma”, qalilha
“dehritli. F’idejha kellha zewq kuruni,
wahda bajda u l-ofira hamra. Imbaghad

stagsietni jekk kontx irridhom.... II-
Madonna qaltli li I-kuruna |-bajda tfisser
is-safa u l-kuruna |-Ramra tfisser il-

martirju. Jiena b'ferfi kbir ghidtilha li
xtagthom it-tnejn”,

FI-1907 dahal is-Seminarju tal-Frangis-
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kani Konventwali u l-imhabba lejn ii-
Madonna ma nagset gatt fih. Raymond
kien weghdha ii jkun il-Kavallier taghha
biex jirbah u jressaq aktar erwieh lejha.
Xhin kien lest biex jibda n-novizzjat,
Raymond gie moghti I-isem ta’
Massimiljanu. Huwa gie mibghut Ruma
biex ikompli I-istudji ekklezjasti¢i fl-
Universita Gregorjana u fil-Kullegg
Seraficum tal-Ordni tieghu.

Meia kien gRadu student waqgaf i-
istituzzjoni maghrufa bhala I-Milizja ta’
Marija Immakulata. Ordnat qassis fit-28
ta” April, 1918, irritorna fil-Polonja u beda
l-apostolat Marjan tieghu, speéjalment bil-
pubblikazzjoni ta’ kull xahar ta’ “il-
Kavallier ta’ I-immakulata” i sa |-1938
lahaq mai-miljun kopja.

FI-1927 fil-Polonja waqqaf il-beit ta’
Marija Immakulata, ¢entru ta’ hajja
religiuza u diversi forom ta’ appostolat
b’'mod spedjali ta’ I-istampa. Fi-1930 mar
il-Gappun fejn waqgqatf belt ofira bhalha.



It-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija

Meta rega’ lura fil-Poionja, iddedika I-
Rin tieghu kollu ghal dax-xoghol b'diversi
pubblikazzjonijiet ta’ xejra religjuza. It-
tieni gwerra dinjija sabitu jmexxi wahda
mill-aqwa stamperiji fii Polonja, meghjun
minn shabu Patiljlet.

F'Settembrutal-1939, kien arrestat mill-
Germanizi u Raduh Il-ewwel Lamsdorf
(Germanja), imbaghad fil-kamp tal-
koncentrament f’Amtitz. Wara li helsuh fil-
festa tal-immakulata, 8 ta’ Di¢embru
1939, rega’ lura fil-belt ta’ I-lmmakulata
fejn rega’ beda x-xoghol tieghfiu bla
wagfien. Gie arrestat ghal darb’ohra fl-
1941 u gie mitfugh il-Rabs ta’ Pawiak
f'Varsavja, imbaghad hRaduh fil-kamp ta’
Oswiecim {Auschwitz).

Wara li offra Rajtu biex imut minflok
missier zaghzugh, li kien ikkundannat
ghall-mewt ma’ disgha ofra bhAala tpattija
ghall-Rarba ta’ wiehRed mill-prigunieri, gie
maghluq fil-bunker Ralli jmut bil-guf. FI-
14 ta’ Awissu 1941, lejlet il-festa tat-Tlugh
fis-sema ta’ Sidtna Marija, hajtu ntemmet
b'injezzjoni tal-velenu u Ra l-afiRar nifs,
wara li kien assista u kkonforta lil shabu li
kienet messithom |-istess xorti hazina.

Gismu safa mahrug. Miet martri ta’ I-
imhabba. Wara 1i pprattika s-safa fil-
vokazzjoni tieghu u |-professjoni religjuza,
sofra wkoll il-martirju ghall-imhabba ta’
Alla fil ghotja ta’ Rajtu ghal ghajru. Id-
dehra taz-zewq kuruni sehhet.

Il Kult ta’” Mailja Immakulata

Jekk it-tmiem ta’ hajtu mmeritalu |-gieh
tal-martri, hekk li issa I-Knisja tgharfu
bhala San Massimiljanu Marija Kolbe
Martri, zgur i din il-glorja mmeritaha
minhabba I-gima lejn il-Madonna. li-Papa
Pawlu VI, fid-diskors tal-Beatifikazzjoni
tieghu li sefifiet fis-17 ta’ Ottubru 1971,
ighidiina: “Massimiljanu Kolbe kien I-
appostlu tal-kult lejn il-Vergni Mgaddsa,
hekk kif tidher fis-sbuhija ta’ dak l-ewwel
privilegg: |-lmmakulata Kunéizzjoni. Hu
impossibbli li tifred l-isem, l-attivitd u I-
missjoni ta’ Kolbe minn dik ta’ Marija
Immakulata....”

“Hu maghruf tajjeb kif [-umli u twajjeb
Frangiskan, b'kuragg i ma jitwemminx u
b’genju organizzat, zviluppa u ghamel id-
devozzjoni lejn 1-Omm ta’ Kristu murija
bHRala I-imlibbsa bix-xemx (Apok 12, 1) il-
punt prinéipali ta’ l-ispiritwalita, |-
apostolat u t-teologija tieghu”.

—
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titlu: kbir taghha. Flok “Sliem ghalik
Marija” qalilha “Sliem ghalik, mahbuba
(minn Alla)”’. Dan it-titlu sabii ha post
isimha u sar qisu isimha, biex ifisser li
Marija hi “ll-Mahbuba ta’ Alla”. Alla
jhobbna lkoll (Kol 3, 12). Imma lil Marija
Rabbha b’'mod specjali, ghax hil-maghzula
tieghu biex tkun Omm lbnu [-mahbub.

Meta wasal iz-zmien biex I-lben ta’ Alla
jsir bniedem ghas-salvazzjoni tal-
bnedmin, Alla Rares lejn ix-xebba Marija
ta’ Nazaret, habbha u gRazilha biox
minnha Ibnu jieAu |-gisem ta’ bniedem.

Vergni u Omm
Bid-djalogu bejn l-anglu Gabrijel u
Marija, San Luga fehem ighallem ukol! il-

miraklu tat-tnissil verginali ta’ Gesl jew li
x-xebba Marija ta’ Nazaret nisslet Iben
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t'gutha mhux bl-opra ta’ zewgha Guzeppi,
imma bil-qawwa ta’ | Ispirtu s Santu.
Ghad-diffikultd ta’ Marija “’Kif ikun dan,
ladarba ma naghrafx ragel?”, l-anglu
wegibha: “L-Ispirtu s-Santu jigi fugek, u I-
gawwa tal-Gholi tixhet id-dell taghha
fugek”. Dan il-kliem ifisser b'mod ¢ar li
Marija kellha ssir Omm bla ma titlef
xbubitha, “ghax ghal Alla ma hemm xejn li
ma jistax isir”’. Qatt ma nstema’ li mara
saret omm u baqgghiet xebba. Dan kien biss
privilegg ta’ Marija, ghax hi giet maghzula
biex tkun Omm I-lben ta’ Alla.

Imbaghad qalet Marija: ““Ara, jiena |-
qaddejja tal-Mulej ha jsir minni skond
kelmtek!” u ghall-kelma taghha “il-Verb
sar bniedem u ghammar fostna’". (Gw 1,
14).



U I-Gibs Deher Jié¢éaqlaq

Minn PETER PAUL VELLA

Ralph, guvni Ii fejn tarah aktarx issiby mhasseb, qabad il-ka-
rozza tal-linja 1li kellha twasslu Marsalforn. Kellu jiltaga’ ma’
siehby Alfred, biss dan baga’ ma deherx. Mat-tokki tal arlogg ta’
San Frangisk, ir-roti nhallu u ftit mumenti wara Ralph u l-bgija
tal-passiggieri sabu ruhhom jagsmu l-hdura tal-eghlieqi taht sema
mghajjeb ki shab baxx u sfig. Ix-xita kienet imdendla u Rglph
hejja ruhu f’kaz ta’ xi tixriba.

L-cewwel lemha tal-bahar dahhlity f'goxortu. Qatt f’'ghomruy ma
kien ra tant qilla, Tassew 1li llum il-bahar ried jibla’ l-art. Ir-raxx
kien ged jagsam it-trig biswit il-bajja u t-trambil tac¢-c¢aghak hu u
jofrogh tistrajlu sparar tal-bajunetti fil-gwerra. Rakba 1-kolp u
b'girja wahda ghamel ghan-nahga 1-ohra tal-port fejn basar 1 se
jsib 1il John 1li ghal xi zmien kien il-boss tieghu, jonhor fis-sular ta’
fug ir-Restaurant. Deler jahsibha qabel ihabbat. Hu kien gie appos-
ta biex jitlob pja¢ir y tajjeb kieku ma ddardarx l-ghajn li trid tixrob
minnha. Sar jaf ’il John madwar sentejn gabel ghax il-kilba 1i kellu
biex isib xozhol matul is-sajf u hekk ma jitgax f’sagajn ommu Xkie-
net kbira w'sq, Stenng ghaxar minuti jitlajja minn genb ghall-iehor
sakemm gieh hsieb 1i jistagsi lill-gara tahdem il-labar waqt 1i tghar-
rex minn wara purtiera tal-gasab. Sabha iebsa biex inizzilha li kien
ha dik it-trig ghalxein ghax John ma kienx ged jogghod Marsal-
forn imma tela’ mal-familja x-Xaghra. Il-mara ssoktat tghidlu li
waqt btala gasira li kien ghadu kit gie lura minnha, John safa
korrut u jinsab marbut fil-gibs. Din l-ahbar ixxukkjat ferm lil Ralph
tont 11 ma ried ikun jaf wxejn aktar, imma qataghlha fil-gasir, sgl;F.
milha u b’pass hafif biex ma jinhakimx mir-raxx rega’ mexa fug il<
pass] tleghu,

Il-karozza kien fadlilha nofs siegha ohra biex titlag u ghal-
hekk mar 1-ghassa biex jara jéempilx id-dar ta’ John. Heqq, ghall-
ingas ikun jaf kif inhu. Dak il-hin beda jpingi lil John kif kien
sentejn ily meta b’rabja ta’ ljun kien gallu biex ma jinzilx ghax-
xogu:ol izjed, f'ikclma wahda kien keécéieh kiesah u biered hla warn-
ings u xeyn.: Ralph hass ghafsa ta’ galb gnax hu ma Kkienx nagas
minn dmiru biex gab dik it-tkec¢c¢ija. John ordnaln joqghod overtime
u Ralph raha mpossicbli li jogghod ghax kellu x’jagnmel id-dar u
lill-gen.turi ma kienx infurmahom. John kien imdaghdagh ghax
nahlg 1i nzertat kienet tittajjar ndejn hieb ir-restaurant ghogobna
tmur fug imnieher John li kien ghadu gej minn Malta fuq il-Yama-
ha 275 u taghtu xewka. Ralph 1i kien qed iservi xi klijenti fuq if-
terrazzin f'galou ghoxa bid-dahk jara munieher John jihmar u jleqq
gisu tadama. Imma d-dahk malajr sar imrar ghax min kellu jghidlu
lit Ralph 1i wara tant pjaciri 1i wettaq fix-xahar 1li dam jahdem,
kellu jisfa mkecei,
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Dahal I-ghassa u bla ma sellem, wagaf quddiem Il-iskrivariija.
Il-pulizija kien tant minn taghna li mhux biss sablu n-numru fug
id-direttorju, imma wkoll offriely t-telefon ta’ gquddiemu biex
jingeda bih. Bla ma nduna Ralph dahhal ¢apap tal-hamla li 1-bahar
imgalla’ ghogbu jitfa’ fit-trig. Meta ntebah b’'li ghamel, wic¢e il-
guvnott beda jitfi lewnu. Imma sab li ma setax inaddfu ghax ma’'
kull pass i jaghmel, it-fracéi joktru Biss ragel 1i kien dahal gabln
ghall kenn ta’ dik id-dwejra malajr gab kollox f'postu h’danaa ta’
mopp. ‘Hello ... ma’ min ged nitkellem, Joan ... kif int ... jiddispja-
¢ini ghal dak 4 garrabt ... Jien Ralph ... ghamilt xi Zmien nahcem
mieghek ...... nista’ nigi narak ghax ghandi bzonn favur ... galuli li
kont San Luga ... inti tista’ tikteb? ... Tajjeb mela nigi narak ... 1-
indirizz gieghed fuq id-Direttorju ... 22 Ghajn Qatet le? ... O.K.
Caw.’ Ralph irringrazzja lil dawk iz-zewg Ghawdxin dhulin, sellem
u hareg, lt-temp galeb ghall-aghar. Irhielha g¢hal ghong it-triq wieq-
fa 1li tiehu ghal dak ir-rahal. Wara hafng nfieh sab ruhu biswit jeep
jistagsi 1lil ragel mleflef f’gakketta mnejn irid iterraq. Kienet bdiet
toohghu 1-ideja tat-turista u b’sadisfazzjon ittenda 1i 1-iehor wiegbu
pbil-Malti fiok bid-djalett. Min jaf x’hasbu ghaddej f'tant maltemp
bis-suitcase f'idu. Ghax tghid fejn kont tara ’1 Ralph barra r-rahal
ikun spiss b’xi haga f'idu. Gibed b’pass hafif lejn in-naha 1i wrielu
dak sa ma bwieb is-semga nfethu u l-imsejken sab ruhu ma jafx fejn
se jaghti rasu. Qabad igharrex °1 hawn u’l hinn gnhal imkien kenni.
L~ewwel girja ghal-lemin u ra li tgarrag, imbaghad qasam ghan-
nahg l-ohra y b’herga dahal f’¢ens taht il-pal tal-bajtar. Kemm dam
hemm gieh nhsieb iehor u ghamel f'mohhu 1 jiswielu x’jiswielu
jwettqu.

‘Min jaf kieku lil John nehodly pakkett gallettini kif jehodha?’
Ralph kien ghadu jhoss taht ilsienu 1l-gares tal-misthija li kien
garrab, Hu gatt ma kien se jasal ipattilu 1il John bl-istess arma u
f’qalbu hafirly kemm-il darba. Imma xhin gie biex jinsa u jidfen
kulma gara sabha 1 fug minnu. Dik ié-¢amata 1i kien dabbar qud-
diem shabu, li sa dak inhar kienu jzommuh fuq 1-idejn, bagghet
tidwi f'widnejh. Andgas zied jinzel Marsalforn biex jaqta’ kull assoé-
jazzjoni ma’ dik il-grajja. Qalb Ralph baqghet tippompja demm fug
ticghu 1 ma kicnx bi hsiebu jmejjel rasu bilgri, Ix-xita issa battiet
u wara titwila lejn l-ajru mimli, iz-zaghzugh ra li x-xita se tehda u
ghandha mnejn thallih jasal fejn ghandy jasal. Allura hareg mill-
bejta u hassu jehlas ghad-dehra tal-madwar imdandan bil-gtar li
lgedded ilhajja. Hdurg li kellha tghatti l-inxufa 1li halla warajh
is-sajf shun u niexef. Ralph kien qataghha u bil-boééi ta’ ghajnejh
svelti beda jgharrex ghal xi hanut tal-merc¢a. In-nuééali kien neh-
hieh minn gquddiem ghajnejh ghax ix-xita kienet tappnitulu,

Dahal f'garaxx 1i kelly indana kaxxi tal-kartun mal-gnub u
stagsa Jil min kien hemm gew jekk kienx ibiegh oggettl ta’ 1-ikel. L-
iehor resaq hdejn R=Iph u b'idu l-leminija wrieh mnejn seta’ jsib
biex jitrejjag u l-istrangier bla kliem u bla sliem ghaddas rasu u
baga’ sejjer ghal wi¢é ir-rih 1i issa kien ged ivenven gmielu. Issa da-
hal fi trig 1i ma, kenitx gdida ghalih ... kienet dik 1i tiehu ghall-ghar
ta’ Kalipso u malli dar il-kantuniera jsib il-hanut ma’ wiéén. Ezatt
kif stha‘lu hu ... kellu purtiera tal-isnag imdendla titbog il-bieb,
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tghatti 'l min hemm gewwa minn ghajn in-nies u tostor id-dizordni
11 f’dan il-lok kienet tirrenja bi shih! B’xorti tajba tal-hanut kienet
gewwa thawwad il-bormsg, 1i kienet ged tarmi riha tiftah Il-aptit u
Ralph kellu ¢ansg jaghzel X’l-ghjar jixtri bil-flus 1i kellu f'butu. Jew
pakkett galleitini kif ippjana fil-bidu jew tnejn Crackers u billi 1-
kwantita dejjem ghelbet 'mohh Ralph, ghazel 11-Crackers, Ofllra U
jnizzilrom hu minn fuqg l-ixkaffs gholja u l-mara ma hallitux ighid
darbtein. Hallas u rega’ gahad miexi Trrealizza 1i t-triq issa kienet
bahh u I-fatt li hassu wahdu ghamlu hieles mill-hars neffied ta’
taht il-persjani. Rg isem it-trig Ghajn Qatet ... kien gorob u 1-
ghadd tan-numri wrieh li n-numry li kien hazzez fugq bicca karta
ken erta’ rassi biss ’il boghod. Hawn hu! Tela’ xi turgien y habbhat
bil-habbata artistika li kien hemm imdendla mal-bieb prinéipali, T-
ebda hoss. Rega’ habbat izjed bil-gawwi u din id-darba giet mara
helwa ghalkemm imdahhla fiz-zmien. Jiftakar li kemm dam jahdem
kien ¢empel xi darbtejn ghand omm John u minn lehinha gharafha.

Il-manjieri taghha kienu dhulin dagskemm id-dehra taghha
kienet issahhar. Il-mistieden xtaq jighed it-tahdita aktar fit-tul,
immsg hi dzhret ghandha x’taghmel u wara 1i nfurmat 1il binha Ui
kel'u n-ntes iridu jarawh, hadet 111 Ralph fil-kamra, tas-sodda. John
kien f'gazhda li mhux fac¢li tpingija. Ghalkemm mghotti bil-lozor
wiened seta’ jara li minn ghongu sa kuxxztejh l-imsejken John kien
imsakkar go gagga tal-gibs.

M’ghandniex xi nghidu, John ukoll ingata’ ghad-dehrs ta’ Ralph
1i sal-lum kien twal u twessa’. Ma ghadux aktar dak il-wiéé lixx
imma issa kienet imbezqget il-lehja u n-nemex 1i kien jizghad f'wiccu
gheb ghal kollox, John. offrielu siggu u ghal x1 hin wagghet hemda
kbira li t-tnejn hassewhsa tghaffighom tahtha, Ralph, biex jaghmel
xi haga, rogga 1-Crackers fil-Wall Unit u mbala’ ftit xhin ra indana
statwi tal-Madonna u ta’ xi gqaddisin. John allura baga’ perswaz li
kellhom jibg:hu hemm avolja kienu jzuruh hbieb 11 d-dagha ghali-
hom sar kalmanti u 1-ghatba tal-knisja mhux zgur bagghet tifta-
karhom. Bil-mod il-mod bedg jissawwab id-diskors.

“Allura, John, kif thossok? Jien dal-ghodu smajt b’li gralek”

“Fih, Ralph, dik 1i hemm warajk helsitni”, qallu hu u jurih stat-
wa tal-gibs tal-Madonna ta’ Lourdes, “Id-dagga.- tal-kaxxi fuq dahri
kienet rizzej,ed biex tfarrakli x-xewksa ta’ dahri. Hekk galuli 1-Pro-
fessuri Taljani.”

“Ma kenux vaganzi! Ilek tigri dagshekk bl-iscrambler gatt ma
ngrift u meta nftamt ghal ftit minnu kellek tkorri. Ara 1-béejje¢ kif
jigu. Imma, issa ged thoss wisg ugiegh?®”

“Ugiegh isill-ingas kieku. Imma minn ghongi sa kuxxtejia ma
nistax nitharrek u angas kieku stajt nitharrek, il-gibs izommni.”

“Melg, veru li hlistna ghal xaghral... Se d'dum bin dak il-gibs?®”
kompla Ralph billi m’gharafx x’se jagbad ighid.
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I1-Professuri xtaqu jzommuni Ruma biex nibga’ taht ghajnej-
hom, immasa jien xbajt l-isptar u gejt lura Malta, Ghamilt jumar
San Luga imma baghtuni basta mmur gimgha ohra ghac¢-Check-up.”

U 1-kliem bhac-¢irasa, wahda g¢ib l-ohra sakemm Ralph deherlu
li z-zjara kienet twalet bizzeiied u John ikun irid jistrieis. Beda
jahsch kif se jaghlaqg it-tahdita u ftakar 1i ried jitlob lil John jiffir-
malu 1-kUieb tax xoghol. John mhux bisy adécéctta bil galb immu
wkoll cffra 1i jaghmillu certifikat sabih kiex jirrakkomandah mas-
sidien il-gofda bhala haddiem habrieki. Ralph hassu se jtir bil-ferh
u wara li sellem lill-marid, haffef il-barra.

Kif halla l-ahhar targa, sfilata hsibijiet remghu ghaddejiin
minn quddiem mohhu li wassluh ghall-konkluzjoni li tassew 1i 1-
Madonna nqdizt bil-giks 1i ¢éa~lag biex gab is-sliem kejn dawn iz-
zewg zghazagh. Hareg Ralph ifqar fil-flus Imma ferm izjed sinjur fl-

esperjenza.

“llkoll galb wahda kienu jitolbu flimkien ma’ xi nisa u ma’ Marija, Omm Ges
u ma’ futu”. Kienu jithejjew ghall-migja tal-Ispirtu s-Santu fosthom.

(Atti ta’ I-Appostli).

{l-Pentekoste hu ghal Marija,jum ta’ferh, ghaxratil-Knisja I-gdida ta’ Kristu
tifforma rufiha. (A. Merk).

Qabel il-Pentekoste naraw lil Marija titlob id-doni ta’ I-Ispirtu s-Santu li
fugha kien ga xehet dellu fit-thabbira ta’ |-Anglu. (M.A. Enard).

Ghalkemm il-Vangelu ma jsemmix id-dehra ta’ Kristu Rxoxt lil Marija, is-
Santi Padri u l-insara jemmnu li Hu taha d-dehra tal-glorja Tieghu rxoxt.

(A. Merk).

Filwagt Il berlkhom, Imteddu fl-art jaghtuh gima u, mimlijin bil-feth, regghu
lura lejn Gerusalem. (S. Luga).

Fic-Cenaklu, fic-Centru tal-Knisja, fejn insibu 'l Marija, ix-xoghol taghha hu
li tirrifietti fuq il-Fidi u li zzomm fil-qalb tal-fidili lil Kristu rxoxt. (M.A. Enard).

Hdejn is-Salib Marija hija 1-Eva I-gdida i “‘tissiefeb” mas-sagrificéju ta’
Adam il-gdid — Gesti. (Lumen Gentium).

Marija hija miftuha ghall-ferf tal-Qawmien mill-mewt ta’ Binha: hija wkoll,
bhala kieatura mifdija I-ewwel wahda, giet, bil-gisem u bir-ruh, fil-glorja la-
sema. Hi t-tip perfett tal-Knisja fuq l-art u tas-sema. (Pawlu VI).
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ANGELUS MESSAGE FOR
NEW YEAR'S DAY 1983

Mary,
be the
Mother
of the
salvation
of the
world

At noon on New Year’s Day Pope John Paul
appeared at his study window to greet the people
assembled in the Square and to recite the Angelus
with them. He delivered the following brief
discourse.

1. “Through Christ, with Christand in Christ, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honout and gloiy Is yours, Almighty Father .

On this first day of the New Year 1983 we render
honour and glory to the One and Triune God in the
name “of all creation’”

Glory and honour which he receives in Christ.

We do this in every Holy Mass. And we desire to
do so every day as we come together for the
Angelus at this noon hour. The time that lies before
us — this new year — we wish to direct towards
God because he alone: "'Is the beginning and end
of all things™'.

2. We also rejoice today "for the Divine
Maternity of Mary”. We address to her again, as
always, the words of the angel’s greeting:

"Blessed are thou among women and blessed is
the fruit of your womb, Jesus”. (cf. Lk 1:42).

Today is the octave of the Solemnity of the
Nativity of the Lord. On this very day, “he was
named Jesus, the name which the Angel had given
him before he was conceived in the womb of his
mother’. (Lk 2:21).

The name “‘Jesus” — it means “God saves”
{(Jeho-shua). It means "'Saviour”. By this very
name the world is saved. In this name man is
saved.

in the namec of Jesus may the Most Holy
Maternity of his Mother be blessed.

“Mary’" Most Holy, be the “Mother ot our
salvation”.

Be the Mother of the salvation of the world.

3. And finally — on his first day — we turn
again to the time which lies open before us, the
ycar 1983, and we say together as in the liturgy:

“The Lord bless you and keep!

The Lord let his face shine upon you, and be
gracious to youl

The Lord look upon you kindly and give you
peacel” (Num 6:24-26) :

May these ardent prayers and good wishes of
ours be heard by the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit — One God — in the Most Holy Name of
Jesus, through the intercession of her whose
Divine Maternity we venerate today.
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MARY THE VIRGIN

By Joseph A. Breig

“Fiom this day forward all generations
will call me blessed.” Surely that was one
of the most astonishing prophecies ever
uttered by human lips. And to understand
more fully how astounding it was, we need
to see Mary the Virgin, from whose tongue
it came, as she really was. Not as we see
her in a mental picture derived from
looking upon hundreds of statues and
paintings representing her. No, we need to
think back 2,000 years In time, and in
space to the Holy Land, the Land of Israel,
and to the environment and the customs of
the time and place when the Virgin Mary
was bodily on earth.

She was a teenager. She was perhaps
fourteen years of age; hardly more than a
child, as we think of youngsters nowadays.
Were she living in America now, she
would be attending junior high school, or
maybe entering a high school as a
freshman. Marriage might be something
vaguely in her thoughts for a time some
years in the future — if it were in her
thoughts at all.

Yet Mary the teenager, who lived in
Nazareth, in Galilee in the Land of Israel,
was betrothed, no doubt through arrange-
ments made by her parents, as was the




custom of the time. Yet according ic
ancient belief among Christians, marriage
for Mary was not intended to be what it
normally is, because Mary had
consecrated her virginity to God. And the
conviction of many Christians is that
Joseph her betrothed had dedicated
himself in the same manner, by an
inspiration from God who had chosen him
to be the adoptive father and protector of
the Messias.

That Mary had so consecrated herself is
indicated by tha question she put to the
Ange! Gabriel when he appearedtoinform
her that she had been divinely chosen tobe
Mother of the Messias. “"But how can this
come about,” she asked, "since | am a
virgin?”’ To me, this means nothing less
than that Mary had vowed her virginity for
life as a special consecration to herself to
God — and that in Joseph she had found
(or there had been found for her) a spouse
similarly vowed. For if Mary had intended
her marriage to include the normal
physical relations of wife and husband,
why would she have asked Gabriel how
she coulid possibly become a mother?

In her virginal consecration of herself,
Mary had shown forth the spiritual
littleness, the deep-deep humililty, which
went with the hiddenness of her life in
Nazareth with her father and mother. The
greatest honor to which a woman in Israel
could aspire was to be chosen to be mother
of the Saviour to come. And even apart
from that, motherhood was the honor of
womanhood among the Israelites.
Childlessness was (as in the case of Mary’s
cousin Elizabeth) a “reproach”. To chose
childlessness through virginity, therefore,
was the profoundest of self-sacrifices.

Such was the self-immolation which
this teenager, Mary, had offered to God. In
doing so, she mirrored in herself her
selflessness, the immolation, the utter
self-giving of God, who, in St. Paul’s
words, ‘‘emptied himself” in his
incarnation, not considering his divinity,
his godhood, something to cling to, but
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“taking the form of a slave’ and entering
into humanity for our redemption.

it was not only for our redemption that
God made himself man, humbled himsglf
to take upon himself our humanity. It was
in the very nature of God's infinite
goodness, hls boundless love, that he
should “empty himselt of his divinity”. His
incarnation was the ultimate, the highest,
the greatest, the profoundest showing-
forth of his holiness, his unselfishness.
That is why his priests sing of Christ in the
Mass, “Through him, and with him and in
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ali giury
and honor is yours, Almighty Father,
forever and ever.”” And Mary, filled with
grace from the first beginning of her life,
was divinely inspired to mirror that divine
sacrifice in her own human way.

Such was Mary, the child-woman, the
virgin teenager. Such was her littleness,
her selflessness, her humility. Yet no
longer after she reveived Gabriel's
message, we see her standing in the houss
of her cousin Elizabetih, mother ¢f John the
Baptist, who was to prepare the way for
her Son, and she is saying astonishingly,
“From this day forward all generations will

-.call me blessed!”

It was an astounding, dumbfounding

prophecy — a teenage girl asserting that to
the end of time, to the end of the human
race, her name would be heid in
benediction. But she was not speaking of
her own mind — she was uttering the mind
and will of God; she was inspired. And now
we see how the strange prophecy has
endured for 20 centuries. All generations
since the. death of her son on a cress have
called Mary blessed. ’

She is the Blessed Virgin Mary. She is
the Blessed Mother of God. For 2,000 .
vears, saints and poets and composers and
the people everywhere have sought wavs
of singing her praises — ways of calling
her blessed. And this will go on to the end
of time, because it is the Church — the
Christian people around the world who call
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DICEMBRU:

2. ll-Kurja Marija Imma-
kulata, tai-Legjun ta’
Marija organizza Pellegri-
nagg ghall-Awziljarji
ghas-Santwarju tal-
Madonna ta' Pinu. Saret
gudiesa bl-omelija u talb
iehor.

4. ll-Fergha Ewkaristika
ghamlet bhas-soltu |-
taggha taghha fis-
Santwarju ta’ Pinu.
Numru sabih ta’ nies ha
sehem f'din il-laggha ta’
taib.

11. H-Moviment Ewka-
ristiku organizza lej!
adorazzjoni. Dan il-iej ta’
talb tmexxa minn Mons.
Ruzar Borg.

12. Dun Manwel Curmi,
segretarju tal-Kummissjo-
ni Assistenza Sodjali tal-
Kurja gaddes ghal grupp ta
xjuh GhRawdxin fl-
okkazjoni tas-Sena ta’ I-
Anzjani.

16. Peliegrinagg mill-
Grupp tal-Patrizji tal-
parrotéa taz-Zebbug.

18. Grupp ta’ zghazagh
mill-Kommunita ta' Taize
ghamlu zjara lis-Santwar-
ju ta” Pinu fejn iltagghu

wkoll ‘'ma’ xi zghazagh
Ghawdxin.
JANNAR:
4. |li-Legjunarji tax-

Xewkija ghamlu Pellegri-
nagg ghas-Santwarju ta’
Pinu fejn imbaghad saret
siegha adorazzjoni |Ii
tmexxiet
Gwann Mizzi.

6. L-Ec¢c. Tieghu Mons.
Isqof Nikol Cauchi
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minn Dun .

mexxa Koncelebrazzjoni
f'eghlug il-Gimgha tal-
Familja li kienet organizza-
ta mill-Moviment ta’ Kana
f'Ghawdex. Fi-omelija
tieghu, Mons. Isqof
tkellem dwar il-qdusija
tazewieg nisrani u | mezzi
ghall-ghaqda u i-paci fil-
familja. Numru kbir ta’
mizzewgin Ghawdxin ha
sehem f'din il-funzjoni.

12. Pellegrinagg mill-
Ispigolatrici ghas-Sant-
warju ta’ Pinu. Qaddes
ghalihom Dun Karm Hili.

FRAR:

4. Pellegrinagg mis-
Seminaristi Maitin ghas-
Santwarju tal-Madonna
ta’ Pinu. Qaddes ghas-
seminaristi r-Rettur tas-
Seminarju ta” Malta Mons.
Lawrence Gatt.

6. Ftuh tal-Gimgha tal-
Azzjoni Kattolika. Fil-5.00
p.m. I-Asst. Ekk. Djo¢esan
tal-Azzjoni Kattolika
gaddes u ghamel I-omelija
tieghu dwar: “L-impenn
tleghi ghal Kristu. F'din
il-quddiesa, Radu sehem
membri tad-Direttorju
Djocesan. Kantaw il-
memberi tal-Azzjoni
Kattolika u kienu akkum-
panjati miill-Grupp tal-
Kitarri tal-istess Ghaqda.

18. Saret Celebrazzjoni
Penitenzjali . ghaz-Zgha-
zagh fl-okkazjoni tas-
Sena Centinarja tal-
Madona ta’ Pinu. (dra
ritratt u dettalji fi tmiem il-
Kronaka).

19. L-Léc. Tieghu Mons.
Isqof Nikol G. Cauchi mexx



Isqof Nikol G. Cauchi
mexxa Via Sagra mis-
Santwarju tal-Madonna
ta’ Pinu ghal fuq I[-Gholja

23. Pellegrinagg mill-
parrocca tal-Katidral. [I-
pellegrinagg tmexxa mill-
Arcipriet Mons. Carmelo

27. L-Arcipriet Dun
Alwig Vella mexxa
pellegrinagg mill-parrocc¢a
taz-Zebbug ghas-Sant-

warju ta’ Pinu. Wara saret
Koncelebrazzjoni h
tmexxiet mill-istess
Algipriel.

Scicluna |i mexxa wkoll
koncelebrazzjoni fis-
Santwarju.

ta’ Ghammar. Numru
sabih ta’ GRawdxin ha
sehem f'din il-Via Sagra.

CELEBRAZZJONI PENITENZJALI GHAZ-ZGHAZAGH

Bhala parti mill-programm ta’ attivitajiet fl-okkazjoni ta¢-Centinarju tad-Dehra tal-
Madonna ta’ Pinu, Sotto-Kumitat ghaz-Zghazagh organizza celebrazzjoni penitenzjali
ghalihom, nhar il-Gimgha, 18 ta’ Frar, fis-Santwarju tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu. Dan ir-Rit
Penitenzjali kien jikkonsisti f'ezortazzjoni ghall-indiema |i saret minn Parti ligolin Xerri
OFM. Cap. u kant addattat ghal dan iz-zmien tar-Randan immexxi mill-Ispigolatri¢i. Wara
thejjija xierqa, iz-zaghzagh gew imhedga jersqu lejn Kristu fis-sagrament tar-
Rikon¢iljazzjoni.

Ghadd kbir ta’ zghazagh minn Ghawdex kollu attenda ghal din i¢-celebrazzjoni u mijiet
resqu ghias-sagrament tal-qrar. Ta’ min ighid |i ghalkemm iz-zghazagh fil-maggoranza
taghhom resqu ghall-grar, il-funzjoni ma haditx fit-tul peress li kien hemm numru sabifi ta’
sacerdoti li voluntarjament taw is-servizz taghhom biex jisimghu I-grar.

Dehra taz-zghazagh
waqt ic¢-celebrazzjoni
Penitenzjali li saret
f'Ta’ Pinu nhar il-
Gimgha, 18 ta’ Frar,
1983.
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GHAWDEX:

Gorg Grima; Carmen Borg;, M'Jane Rapa;
Catherine [Portelli; Lora Camilleri; Anthony
Farrugia; Salvina Spiteri; M’Anne Azzopardi;
Margerita Camilleri; Maria Portelli; Mary
Sammut; Victoria Agius; Golina Camilleri;
Pawiu Portelli; Carmela Zammit; John Galea;
Ganni Grech; Vicky Sultana; Roza Cefai
M'Assunta Grech; Agnes Refalo; Grace
Formosa; Francis Calleja; Michael Pace;
Michel Piscopo; Louis Agius; Golina Grima;
Maria Zammit; Frances Debrincat; Maria Vella;
Mary Jane Attard; Theodora Formosa; Mary
Cini; Toni Camilleri; Tar¢isja Grima; Toni Apap;
Miriam Attard; Carmela Camilleri; Guzeppa
Bonello; Maria Sacco; Roza Buttigieg; Rosaria

Cassar; Nicholas Formosa; Edna Walker;
Michaelina Gatt, Carmela Cauchi; Gina
Suitana; Pinu Bugeja; Rose Cefai; Censu
Zammit; Michael Masini; Michael Grima;

Kelina Galea; Mary Aittard, Nazju Falzon,
Victoria Sultana; Joseph Buttigieg; Joe Vella;
Austin Borg; Martin Stellini; Maria Galea;
Salvina Camenzuli. )

Teddy Vella; Mary Rapa; Filomena Calleja;
Ganni Gauci; Pawlu Grima; Golina Vella; John
Vella; Natu Camilleri; Guzeppa Vella; Stella
Axiaq; Maria Grima; Guzepp Said; Maria
Assunta Attard; Maria Xiberras; Maria
Buhagiar, Joyce Bugeja; John Azzopardi;
Frances Falzon; Frené Buttigieg; Guzepp
Grech; Tony Muscat; Miriam Attard; Frances
Spiteri; Rita Zerafa; Maria Buttigieg; Jean
Sladden; Mary Sammut; Joseph Ellul; Gorg
Grima; Mario Azzopardi; Guzeppa Mercieca;
Jane Grech; John Schembri; Victor Sultana;
Rita Sammut, Assunta Apap; Girgor Grech;
Frances Portelll; Anna Attard; Guzepp Abela,
Joseph Muscat; Giacinta Farrugia; Doreen
Cordina; Guza Cauchi; Salvu Azzopardi; Mary
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Azzopardi; Antonia Sultana; M'Stella Borg;
Fren¢ Buttigieg; Carmela Buttigieg; Carmelo
Muscat; Giovanna Debrincat.

Christina Muscat; Marinton Meilak; John
Xerri; Grazzja Aquilina; John Vella; John Cini;
Mike Cauchi; Gorg Mercieca; Guza Vella; C.
Portelli; Anton Camilleri; Frank Camilleri; Fredu
Sultana; Angela Tabone; Joe Tabone; M'Anna
Muscat; Maria Tabone; Carmel Muscat; Maria
Grima; Tarcisja Saliba; Pawlu Muscat; Gorga
Saliba; Carmela Saliba; Rosaria Sultana; Sika
Attard; Carmela Vella; F. Rapa; M‘Louise Gauci;
Katerina Galea; Antonia Attard; Rose Bugeja;
Mary Camilleri; Frans Mifsud; Rita Cauchi;
M'Gwann Galea; Rita Azzopardi; Joe Vella:
Maria Bajada; Toni Pace; Lonza Xuereb; Ganna
Spiteri; Joe Said; Rita Debrincat.

MALTA:

Alfred Borg; Mary Borg; John Grech; Mary
Bugeja; Elija Grixti; Pawla Portelli: Jane Borg;
Robert Vassallo; John Xiberras; Cintia Rapa;
Nazju Debattista; Nellie Caruana; Arthur
Bezzina; Katerina Galea; Mary Camilleri; Louis
Micallef; Helen Gauci; Helen Cachia: Yvonne
Agius; Lela Borg; Sammy Attard; Maria
Mangion; Guza Grech; Guza Borg; Mary
Cauchi; M'Anna Gauci; Victor Magro; Carmel
Ciantar; Manwel Grima; Martin Abdilla;
Monica Briffa; Margaret T. Kirk; A. Busuttil;
Carmen Grech; Valent Galoa.

AWSTRALJA:

Karistu Sultana; C. Cllul; Vivian Sultana,
Angela Sultana; Gregory Buttigieg; Salvina
Formosa; J. Attard; Frances Vella; J. Zammit; C.



Bugeja; Charlie Attard; Rose Camilleri; Grace
Gauci; Carmen Cauchi; Marija Mintoff; Maria
Spiteri; G. Axiag; Mary Buhagiar; Tancred
Sultana; Elia Galea; Rose Curmi; Dolores
Chetcuti; V. Farrugia; Joe Vella; Tessie
Cuschieri, Kielor Downs, M. Vella.

QASSISIN LI

Rev. Jos. Camilleri; Fr. Joe Bezzina; Fr. Anton
Saliba; Dun Manwel Curmi; Fr. Anthony
Caruana SDB.; Can. Nikola Vella Apap; Dun
Gwann Mizzi; Rev. Gorg Mercieca SDB.; Can.
Joseph Grech; Mgr. Joseph Buttigieg; Sac.
Angelo Buttigieg; Dun Karm Hili; Can. Salv
Borg; P. Francesco Xavier Mifsud OSA. Can.
Anton Meilak; Arcip. Carm Mercieca: Sa¢é. J.
Sacco; Can. Coronato Grima; Can. Anton
Buttigieg; Fr. Joe Portelli; Dun Guzepp Bajada;
Fr. Martinjan Cutajar OSA.; Arélp. Glus. Borg
Attard; Mons. Gius. Curmi; Can. Joe Mejlak;
Mons. Lawrence Gatt; Kapp. Mikiel Borg;
Mons. Rosario J. Borg; Can. Joseph Said; P.

U.S.A.
Jane Haber; Anthony Casha; Rita Meilak;
Klementa Portelli; Mary Rose Muscat;

M'Angelo Cassar; Kelina Vella; Maria Grech;
Francis Azzopardi; Gorga Azrzopardi

QADDSU FIS-SANTWARJU

Paul Galea; Arcipriet Dun Salv Muscat; Can.
Salv Pace; Dun Gorg Vella; Dun Manwel
Cutajar; P. Diego Theuma OFM Kap.; P. Alfred
Xerri OFM.; P. Joseph Russell OFM Conv.; Fr.
Albert Sammut OFM Conv,; Fr. Joseph Tabone;
Can. Carmelo Cini; Arc¢ip. Mons. Carmelo
Scicluna; Mons. George Tabone; Mons. Gius.
Farrugia Dimech; Kan. Koad. Giuseppe Gauci;
Mons. Gregorio Vella; Fr. Victor Degabriele SJ;
Fr. Peter Paul Cachia OSA; Can. Luigi Camilleri;
Aré. Eucaristico Sultana; Arcipriet Luigi Vella;
Dun Karm Borg; Dun Anton Dimech; Dun Salv
Tabone.

PREZENTAZZJONIJIET TA’ TRABI LILL-MADONNA TA’ PINU

Frank Galea — Zebbug; Jason Falzon —
Melbourne, Awstralja; Philip Cachia —
Victoria; Anna Maria Grima — Victoria;
Dorianne Attard — Ghajnsielem; Magdalene
Schembri — Victoria; Gorgianne Cachia —
Victoria; Charlene Galea — Victoria;
Maximilian Meicieca — Victoria; Joseph
Bugeja — Victoria; Stefan Azzopardi — Gharb;
Louis Portelli — Victoria; Joseph Mifsud —

Victoria; George Attard — Victoria; Sonia Marie

Debrincat — Kercem; Mark George — Hamrun;
Matthew Mallia — Fgura; Miriam Vella —

Keréem; Valerie Cini — Zebbug; Natasha
Formosa — Ker¢em; Dorianne Cini — Zebbug;
Christopher Scott — Hamrun; Ccnrad

Montebello — Zejtun; Christian Grech — San
Giljan; Charmaine Mercieca — Xewkija, Brian
Portelli — Victoria; Fiona Portelli — Zebbug;
Raymond Abela — Qala; Silvana Abela — Qala.

ZWIGIJIET LI SARU FIS-SANTWARJU

Consiglio Farrugia minn Sannat u Loreta
Xerrri minn Ghajnsielem; Andrea Azzopardi u
Helen Hili mix-Xewkija; Ganni Saliba mix-
Xewkija u Doris Cutajar minn Fontana; Gorg
Xuereb mix-Xewkija u Frances Muscat min-
Nadur:; Pauline Saliba mill-Munxar u Salvu
Camilleri mir-Rabat; Leli Mercieca minn

Victoria u Marlene Debono mill-Qala; Joe
Bugeja mix-Xewkija u Maria Axiak minn San
Lawrenz; Frank Buttigieg min-Nadur u Carmen
Mercieca minn Victoria; Joe Bajada mix-
Xaghra u Maria Saliba mix-Xewkija; Andrea
Vella u Antonia Xuereb mix-Xewkija; John
Tabone u Josephine Spiteri mix-Xewkija.

MAGHMUDIJIET LI SARU FIS-SANTWARJU

Loretta Vella bint Karmnu u M'Rose neé
Cassar minn San Lawrengz; Charlene Galeabint
(org u Annunzjata neé Caruana minn Victoria;

Stasienne Galea bint Joe u Michelle
nee Tabone.
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MARY THE VIRGIN

her blessed; and her son, who is God, has
promised that the Church will endure to
time’s closing.

The first person to call Mary blessed was
Gabriel the Angel. The second was her
cousin Elizabeth, mother of John the
Baptist. It was an arduous journey: that
Mary the Virgin undertook to visit
Elizabeth. One may easily guess at her
motives for the trip. Her cousin would
appreciate that help of a young woman
relative, because Elizabeth was far
advanced In years, and to carry John the
Baptist under her heart must have been
difficult for her. Further, Mary was a
prudent person who wanted to be totally
sure that Gabriel’s prophecy to her had
been no illusion; he had cited the aged
Elizabeth’s pregnancy as a sign of the truth
of his words. And finally, in helping in the
preparations for the birth of John the
Baptizer, Mary would learn much that
would be helpful in preparing for the
arrival of her own son.

An arduous journey it was indeed from
Nazareth to the birthplace of the Baptist.
Israel, to the surprise of many visitors, is a
country of steep hllis and deep valleys.
Seldom does the modern pilgrim find
himself oor herself walking or motoring on
the level ground. Travelling is a going up
and a going down. And the village which
was the Baptist's birthplace is in a deep
valley folded into steeply descending and
ascending hillsides. It was far from easy for
Mary to travel from Nazareth to that
village; it is good that she was young and

(jagbad minn pagna 411)

vigorous, a teenager with a teenager’s
endurance and energy.

""Blessed Mother of God’’, the
generations have called her, and continue
to call her. It is indeed a strange-enough
titte. How can a human being, a crature
created in time out of nothingness — how
can any women, a woman who did not so
much as exist a few years earlier, how
could she be “"Mother of God"'? — mother
of the infinite Uncreated One? She is
Mother of God because the Son who was
divinely conceived in her womb, and whom
she brought forth at Betlehem on the first
Christmas day, is God Incarnate.

He is God, he is also man. He is man, he
is also God. He is Mary’s son as a human
being, but this human son of hers is God
who has taken from her the humanity in
which he redeemed humankind from
enslavement to sin. He is God-man, heisa
Person of the undivided and indivisible
Trinity, and in him and through him is
shown forth the greatest glory of God —
God's infinite goodness.

“From this day forward”, sang Mary in
the inspired words of her Magnificat in the
house of John the Baptist, "'all
generations will call me blessed” And
blessed indeed we continue to call her —
Blessed Virgin, Blessed Mother of God,
Blessed Mary. We will continue to do so as
long as there are human beings on Planet
Earth. She is the blessed teenager through
whom God entered among us as one of us
to make our Christmases and all our days
blessed

e e -
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WARDA L  MIZADONNA

KULL ABBONAMENT HUWA WARDA LIL MADONNA.
AKTAR ABBONAMENTI: AKTAR WARD LIL MADONNA.
L-ABBONAMENTI HUMA TURIJA TA' QIMA LIL MADONNA.

1gbor Abbonati

Ghar-Rivista

<y e

“Madonna ta’ Pinu”

® XERRED DEJJEM L-ISTAMPA T-TAJBA

® HAJJAR LILL-OHRAJN JAQRAW LETTERATURA
MARJANA.

@ TRID TOFFRI RiGAL UTLI LIL HABIBEK?
ABBONAH FIR-REVISTA “MADONNA TA’ PINU",

Ibghat l-indirizzi ta’ [-abbonati [-godda lil
Amministratur,
“Madonna Ta’ Pinu’”,
Centru Kulturali Marjan,
Ta’ Pinu — Ghawdex.

e e e e e e e e e P e e P e 2 o P P ottt Pt et P PP Pt A P e o . %

'Ww e e e e e T T T T T T T T TTTVwTTTwwwewws
A A R R B R . P R O R R R R R R NN SRRy



24 "‘"‘

I e T
H ?_“ ‘;h":“ A;;, !l ‘ "‘ r-/(-v\
“I ‘ S 4 ,,,:,.-v"‘ VR biaibees 'WM

/X)"

IS-SANTI"WAR A’ PINU MIBNI WARA L] L-ADONNA KELLME1 .ll. KARMNI GRIMA.

“Il-Vergni Marija li mit-tAabbira tal-Anglu lagghet fqalbha u f'gisimha I-Verb t’Alla u gabet
il-hajja lid-dinja, hu maghrufa u unurata bhala vera omm ta”Alla u tar-Redentur. Hi stess
mehlusa b’mod sublimi, in vista tal merti ta’ Binha u Mxegﬁu marbuta minn rabta icbsa
li ma tinhallx, hi mghonija b uffthu l-aktar gholi u bid-dinjita ta> Omm tal-Iben t’Alla, u
ghalhekk bmt mahbuba tal-Missier u tempju tal-Ispirtu s-Santu: u li minAabba dan id-don
tal-grazzja l-aktar gholja tisboq b’mod kbir lill-kreaturi l:-ohAra kollha fis-sema u fl-art. Hi
madankollu marbuta flimkien mar-razza ta’ Adam mal-bnedmin kollha fi Atiega tal-fidwa,
anzi hi “tassew omm tal-membri (ta’ Kristu) ...ghaliex ikkooperat bl-imhabba ghat-twelid
tal-fidili tal-Knisja, li ta’ dak ir-Ras huma membri”. Ghal dan hi maghrufa wkoll bhala |-
membru singulari u ewlenija tal-Knisja u figura taghha u mudell l-aktar perfett ta’ fidiu ta’
karita, u l-Knisja Kattolika, mghallma mill-Ispirtu s-Santu bl-imhabba ta’ pieta ta’ bint
tivveneraha bhala Omm [-aktar mahbuba”.

(Mill-Kostituzzjoni Dommatika “Lumen Gentium”)
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