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THE MANOEL THEATRE

i MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

in association with

| THE UNITED STATES
| INFORMATION SERVICE

present

LEX MONSON'S
AFRO-AMERICAN SINGERS

at the

MANOEL THEATRE

7th to 10th June 1973

A Unique Experience For Malta”




JUVENA

The famous and successful Swiss Beauty
Preparations now available in Malta!

For the woman whose beauty requires that touch of extra-special care Juvena has created a range
of skin-grooming preparations specifically developed to meet j—
the needs of the'more demanding complexion and to bring P
its natural beauty to full flower: Juvenance by Juvena.

The Juvenance range provides complete skin care
24 hours a day. The discriminating woman will find
here everything she needs to cleanse, revitalize.
moisturize, protect, nourish and regenerate
her complexion. ‘

Juvenance preparations are com- g
pletely free of hormones and all %
other substances not fully com- .
patible with the skin. They are therefore
ideal for all types of skin and especially suitable
for more delicate, sensitive complexions.
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JUVENA

now available at:

rosina depares - Valletta — salon hilton - malta hilton
ta’ xbiex pharmacy and beauty parlour - ta’ xbiex

THE CAST

LEX MONSON (Director) was torn in Pennsylvania. At the age of two his fam11>r
moved to Detroit where hs obta'ned his formal tran'ng. He stu_died voice anq Drran.]a until
he cntered the military. When he left the military he enrolled into the Detroit Institute of
Mus‘c and Drama and studied at the Robert No'an School of Music and became a member.
In Chicago, Monson studied at the renowned Goodman Theatre of Drama and graduatex;l
‘rom the drama department of De Paul University. Mr. Mopson was electe:l. to hgad the
spzech and drama department at the Radio Institute qf ’Chxcago.‘H(.a has (?1r?c'te. many
plays and musicals. He has also headed some of America’s bsst singing Crganizaticns.

ALFRED THOMAS from Philadelphia, Pennsyl‘vania' stuqied at Zeckweré—lehn
Mus:cal Academy and Ornstein Schoo! of Music. He.stud1ed voice with Mada.me;Eba. hvztl}I:i
and he has given numerous concerts in many countries.- He has been guest 'pzan.st I\‘/‘Im’ ;
Central Symphony Orchestza of Philadelphia as well as the C%uartett for Camgezrz} MUS}l{Cila
Rittenhouse Square. In the internationally known company of Lex Monson = it iy
he has appeared under the direction o’ Mr. Monson in “Trumpsts of the Lor “ y a}?'h}j
We'don Johnson and “The Rlack Experience”. In these musicals Mr. Thomg; w%r]l glg.
personal critical acclaim. He is also a famous actor and has appeared in various films.

_ . i = worked from
BETAN CLAUDIO has been singing in Morocco for some time. ‘
1965 to 1970, in Paris, for T.V., Night Clubs and had records made with different South

5 - . h
American folk-groups such as “Los Calchakij, Los Guaranij and Los Condokes”. Now he
lives in Rome.

While GERRY COOPER was studying his
announcing school in Kensas and at the age of 19 he

appeared in many musicals both on radio and Televis . 7
7 € g : ent. “Trumpets
visicn and has toured various countries throughout the European Continen p

; » ¢ icals which
of The Lord”, “Gerico” and the “Black Experience” are but a few}g%iefihehir:zusfg:r fie T
have had the great fortune of utilizing his ta'ents. Mr. Monson se

ici i i and angelic sound of his
musicianship. Critics have lauded Gerry Cooper “for the velvet and ang
enor voice.”

vocal training, he “attended radio
had his own radio programme. He
ion. He has appeared in films, tele-

/ is : : Singer. She has taken part in many
IOHCE B, MEABOWS inw Matl, 400 800 ”gmany countries of Europe with

recent films and concerts. She has appeared in concerts in Bl T mooiicies
Lex Monson’s A‘ro-American Singers. She is also a memb;ar aOft}?;e“S%?ﬁ ISingers”% g
Dubbing Association. She has also formed singing groups suchi as

PADRICA MENDEZ was born in Jacksonville, Florida (U'fs'l?.:ch%farrs;linpgutlg :tft:grzig
at an early age. On comp'etion of high school, she received a }I;A in music and music
Bethune-Cookman Co'lege and four years later graduated with a B.A. ot i
education. She studied with renowned teachers and coaqhes and ‘Cur_rc?n yboth in America
Cavaniglia in Rome. Miss Mendez has appeared on radio and Fe.‘ff\illsm-n every instance.
and Europe. The concerts she has given have been acclaimed critically 1mn

LAINE BAKER a well known

The Lex Monson’s Afro-American Singers also include E ; leanmes {n 1hs ‘Gromp,
contralto who presently lives and works in Germany. Like e CO{ ] & iée and masterly
Miss Baker has been widely acclaimed in Europe for her dellg};]tu vcoeived the acclaim
interpretations. She has taken part in various musical shows and has re

of the European and American Press.

Miss GLORIA ROBERTS accompanies Lex Monson’s
the piano.

A‘ro-American Singers on



LET US PRAY

Prayer Is The Keyv — Ensemble arm

I Couldn’t Hear Nobody Pray — alr.
Padrica Mendez and Ensemble

Standing In The Need of Prayer — Ensemble

Everytime I Feel The Spirit — Ensemble a

SONGS OF SORROW

Steal Away To Jesus — Ensemble ar

Trio: Nobody Knows The Trouble I've Seen —
Alfred Thomas

There's A Man Going "Round Taking Names —
Padrica Mendez

PROGRAMME

. L. Monson

H. Jchnson

traditional
rr. C. White

r. R.IN. Dett

Precious Lord Take My Hand — Joyce Meadows arr. L. Monsen

I've Been Buke And Scorned — Ensemble arr. H. Johnson

Soon One Morning Death Came Creeping — arr. H. Roberts
Ensemble

Negro Spiritual Medley for piano — arr. G. Roberts

Gloria Roberts

SONGS OF JUBILEE

So Glad I'm Here — Ensemble arr

Slavery Chain Done Broke At Last — ari
Joyce Meadows and Ensemble

Come And Go With Me To That Land — Ensemble

Eziekel Saw The Wheel — ari
Alfred Thomas and Ensemble

INTERV AL

. H. Roberts

~. A. Thomas

traditional

. A. Thomas

Black Is Beautiful (World Premiere) — Padrica Mendez L. Monson

At Gonna Stuudy War No More — Ensemble traditional
Come By Here — Ensemble traditional
Over My Head — Ensemble traditional

Joshua Fit The Battle of Jerico — arr. A. Thomas

Alfred Thomas
Certainly Lord — Ensemble
Oh, Freedom — Joyce Meadows and Ensemble

arr. L. Monson
arr. A. Thomas

Medley :

I Shall Not Be Moved
We Are Soldiers

My Mind On Freedowm — Ensemble arr. L. Monson

We Shall Overcome — Ensemble arr. Pete Seeger

END

Singers: Female

JOYCE MEADOWS — Soprano
PADRICA MENDEZ — Sopranc
ELAINE BAKER — Contralto

Singers: Male

JERRY COOPER — Tenor
CLAUDIO BETAN — Bass
ALFRED THOMAS — Baritone

Pianist — GLORIA ROBERTS
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The face youw’ll never forget. ..

...comes on a Seiko watch

precision timepiece for

years of dependable service.
T'he man or woman who
owns a Seiko watch never

The beauty of a
jewelled-lever Seiko
watch is easy to see.
But inside is the real
beauty Anti-magnetic
hair springs. Unbreakable
mainsprings. Shock-
resistant operation

And nontillered balance
wheels for greater
accuracy. That’s why
every Seiko watch is a

gifts, either. Seiko from the

owned manufacturer of

international sporting events.

A. VELLA
48, Britannia Street (corner with Strait St-.)
Valletta

BY APPOINTMENT TO
ADMIRAL the EARL MOUNTBATTEN OF BURMA

CARMELA CASSAR

(Est. 1893)

Malta Lace Manufacturer
18, KINGSWAY, VALETTA

TEL. ADDRESS ALEMRAC MALTA DIAL 24654
ANTIQUES. JEWELLERY. GOLD & SILVER FILIGREE WORKS.
SOLID SILVER & E.P.N.S. GOODS. GUBELIN WATCHES, SPORTS
CUPS. MARCASSITE. CULTURED & POMPADOUR PEARLS. ROYAL

GRAFTON BONE CHINA., PEWTER TANKARDS., CROSS PEN SETS.
Tel: 24654 No connection with any other firm

forgets it. Dont’s forget it for
world’s largest independently-
jewelled lever watches, founded

in 1881, and the producer of
the official timers for various

e e e e e e T T e T e e e e T e T T e e T e e e T T e T T e e e e e e e e e T e T e e e e e e e e

T e e e e e e e e e T,

o e ™ ™ ™

f:h'-"-‘-f'\-'u'd'-'-'-'-'-J'-'-'-"-F-"'-"\-‘-"-"-‘-'-"-'-"-'-‘-'-'-’-w-'-"\-'-F-'-'-"-"-'-'- e e e e e e T

-F-'-'-'-F-F-F-"-“-'-"-‘-‘-F-F-'-"-‘-"-’<

§MW-FJ‘-'M‘-F-%‘H-F.F-‘-‘-F—'-‘-‘-‘-‘-‘-‘

“BLACK AND PROUD”

(NEGRO SPIRITUALS AND SONGS OF PROTEST)
Presented by

THE LEX MONSON AFRO-AMERICAN SINGERS

This production is prepared with the hopz of offering the public spirituals and Gospels,
as sung by the Biacks of North America. The singing of these songs, specially selected,
will give a keener and truer insight as to why the Blacks struggle so persistently for
equality. These songs were derived from the toils and tribulations experienced by Negroes,
hundreds of years ago. The Negro Spiritual, i.e. “Songs of the Spirit”, were freely sung
by the captured and kidnapped A‘ricans who were forced to go to an unknown land of
hostile masters and overseers.

That part of American history cannot be told better than in the songs sung by the
Blacks of that period. There are some in this modern world. who feel singing of the “Lord”,
“Land of Milk and Honey”, “Sweet Chariots” and the fires of hell. should be discarded
because they are now thought of as songs which “Uncle Toms” sang. In many cases, how-
ever, “The Drinking Ground”, “Gonna Meet My Mother”, “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”,
etc., were songs with double meanings. The Blacks were not allowed to beat drums, so
they devised the method of singing what news they had to “broadcast™. These songs spoke
o’ escaping to the North, to freedom.

Every nation in the world has some sort of national music and/or dance and costume.
Why then should the American Blacks be ashamed of singing the only songs which really
link them to their enslaved, foreparents? The purpose is to perpetuate the spiritual and
gospel songs so they will never die. The second half of the program is devoted to songs
of “protest” against the oppression of all minorities of this world. The colour of the skin,
the mixture of the blood, the tightness of one’s hair or the size of his lips or nose is not
important, “He is no less than I; therefore he is my brother and she is my sister’.

LEX MONSON.
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MANOEL THEATRE BOOKING PLAN

Late comers will not be admitted to the Auditorium.
Smoking is not permitted in the Auditorium, in Box es and in the Gallery.

The Management reserve to themselves the right to vary or omit any part of the
programme without previous notice.

Patrons are reminded that taking of photographs during the performance is not
allowed.

Children, even when accompanied by their parents, will be required to occupy
a seat.







