“Hemm xi hadd marid fostkom? Halli dan isejjah lill-presbiteri tal-Knisja; u halli
dawn jitolbu ghalih u jidilkuh biz-zejt fisem il-Mulej: it-talba tal-fidi ssalva lill-
marid, u I-Mulej iqajmus; u jekk ikun ghamel xi dnubiet jinhafrulu” (Gakbu 5:14-15)

Fr Charles Buttigieg
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Teologija Biblika

Alla u l-Kristologija
ta’ Gakbu

It-titlu ta’ Alla ‘ho theos’
insibuh 16-il darba. It-titlu
ta’ ‘kyrios’ (Mulej) li nsibuh
8 darbiet fl-ittra jirriferi
mhux biss ghal Alla imma
wkoll ghal Kristu. L-ittra
tara lil Alla bhal Hallieq

u Missier ta’ l-univers
(1:16-18). Halaq l-univers
liberalment permezz tal-
kelma tieghu: “Ghax ried
hu, wilidna bil-kelma tal-
veritd, biex inkunu l-ewwel
frott tal-hlejjaq tieghu”
(1:18). L-ispirtu ta’ Alla
jghix fil-bniedem (3:9 u
4:6). Ghal Gakbu Alla huwa
wiehed u veru kif naraw
£72:19: “Inti temmen li Alla
huwa wiehed, u taghmel
sew. U dan ix-xjaten ukoll
jemmnubh, u jitrieghdu”
Minnu johrog biss it-tajjeb:
“Kull haga tajba li tinghata
u kull don perfett jigi mis-
sema, jinzel minghand
il-Missier, I-ghajn tad-dawl,
li fih ma hemm ebda tibdil u
anqas dell ta’ tidwir” (1:17).
Huwa qrib il-bniedem (4:7)
u jisma’ t-talba tal-bniedem:
“Tekk xi hadd minnkom
jongsu l-gherf, ghandu jitlob
lil Alla, li jaghti lil kulhadd
bid miftuha u bla ma jéanfar
lil hadd, u jaghtihulu” (1:5,
ara ukoll 5:15-17). Huwa
twajjeb u jhenn: “Dawk li
zammew shih sal-ahhar,
araw, ahna nqisuhom bhala
hienja. Smajtu bis-sabar ta’
Gob, u tafu kif bl-ghajnuna

tal-Mulej hu ghalaq jiem
hajtu; ghax il-Mulej jaf
jaghder, u hu hanin bil-
bosta” (5:11). Jahfer id-
dnubiet: “it-talba tal-fidi
ssalva lill-marid, u 1-Mulej
igajmu; u jekk ikun ghamel
xi dnubiet, jinhafrulu”
(5:15). Thobb il-gustizzja
socjali (2:7), jaghzel il-foqra
(2:5) u jrid li jkunu rispettati
(2:3-16). Minnu tiddependi
1-hajja prezenti, kif ukoll
dik futura (4:12-15). Huwa
fuq kollox 1-Legizlatur u
l-Imhallef: “Wiehed biss
huwa dak li jaghmel il-Ligi,
wiehed biss I-Imhallef: dak
li ghandu s-setgha jehles

u jeqred. Int min int biex
tiggudika '] haddiehor?”
(4:12). Alla jissejjah ‘pater,
Missier; £'1:17; 1:27 u 3:9
(‘pater ton photon’) brabta
ma’ Alla Hallieq (halaq id-
dawl; ara Salm 136:7 u Gob
38:28). Huwa halaq kollox
u ghamel il-bniedem fuq
ix-xbieha tieghu kif naraw
£’3:9. Hemm xebh ukoll
fil-kuntest ta’ bejn Gakbu 5:4
(‘eis ta ota kuriou sabaoth’)
u Isaija 5:9 u Gakbu 1:10-

11 ma’ Isaija 40:6-7. Fil-fatt
‘Kurios sabaoth’ (il-Mulej
tal-Ezercti) insibuh 64 darba
fis-LXX, li 52 minnhom
jinsabu fil-ktieb ta’ Isaija.
Rigward I-Ispirtu s-Santu
San Gakbu jirreferi ghalih
meta jitkellem mill-gherf

li jissemma hafna drabi
mal-fidi u mal-hajja morali
tan-nisrani kif naraw

£°3:13 (‘sophos’) u 3:13-17
(‘sophia’). Rigward dan Kirk
jikteb: “we have found a
limited and yet significant

number of passages in which
either Wisdom and Spirit
are directly identified or
they are said to have the
same function, or Wisdom
becomes the supreme and
overriding gift of the Spirit.”
Wagqt li hawnhekk Davids
isostni: “James has a wisdom
pneumatology, for wisdom
in James functions as the
Spirit does in Paul: wisdom
helps one stand, delivers one
from the flesh (‘epithumia’
in James) and produces the
fruit of the Christian life”

Fl-Ittra ta’ Gakbu hemm
riferenza ghal Kristu f’1:1;
2:1; 2:7; 5:7; 5:8; 5:9; 5:14;

u 5:15. Huwa 1-Mulej Gesu
Kristu (1:1), il-Mulej tal-
glorja (2:1), il-Mulej (5:8) u
l-Imhallef: “tgergrux kontra
xulxin, l-ahwa, biex ma
tkunux iggudikati: araw,
l-Imhallef qieghed hawn,
quddiem il-bieb” (5:9).
Il-formula: Kyrios Iesous
Christos, insibuha f’1:1:
“Gakbu, qaddej ta’ Alla u
tal-Mulej Gesu Kristu”, u 2:1:
“Huti, thalltux il-fidi f'Gesu
Kristu, il-Mulej taghna
tal-glorja, mal-harsien lejn
l-ucuh.” L-isem ta’ Gesu
Kristu narawh mela fil-fatt
darbtejn fl-ittra £1:1 u 2:1. II-
fidi (‘pistis’) hija marbuta fuq
kollox kif ser naraw ma’ Gesu’
Kristu, il-Mulej tal-glorja, u
lejn Kristu Rxoxt (1:1 u 2:1).

II-Fidi u 1-Opri

Hemm realta radikata
fin-natura tal-bniedem, li
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l-bniedem ihossu li ghandu
ghatx kbir ghaliha. Liema
rejalta mhix xi wahda
tangibbli, imma hija wahda
traxxendentali u misterjuza.
Dan il-misterjuz ezistenti
huwa fenomenu universali
u fuq kollox, Hu biss jaghti
l-veru sens tal-hajja lil kull
bniedem li hawn fid-dinja.
U hawnhekk, li I-bniedem
jaghraf il-limiti tieghu u
jhoss il-bzonn ta’ rejalta
superjuri li ahna nsejhulha:
Alla. Dan huwa process

ta’ imhabba dizinteressata
min-naha tAlla, li rrivela
“il-pjan kollu mhabba
tieghu” (ara 1 Timotju 6:20;
2 Timotju 1:12-14 u Kon¢ilju
Vatikan II, ‘Dei Verbum),
9.); u ghalhekk qgieghed
jaghmel stedina ta’ fidi biex
il-bnedmin kollha jghixu din
l-istess imhabba. Din il-fidi

biblika naraw kontinwament
f'diversi personaggi biblici
kif naraw fil-Ktieb tal-

Gherf 18: 1-4. Il-Patrijarka
Abraham huwa l-Missier tal-
fidi fejn Alla nnifsu ghaddih
mill-prova tal-fidi meta
talbu s-sagrific¢ju ta’ ibnu
Izakk (ara Genesi 15:6).

Din il-fidi twassal lill-
bniedem ghat-tama fl-
eternita fejn il-bniedem
jghix bl-imhabba mal-
istess Imhabba, li hu Alla.
Il-filosofija griega kienet
imdawla minn diversi
koncetti, per ezempiju: id-
dawl ‘phos, il-ligi ‘nomos’
u l-kelma ‘logos’ Izda fuq
kollox fl-ebrajk insibu
l-kelma ‘aman’ u ‘amin’

li tfisser ‘tkun sod’ jew
‘stabilita, ‘sikurezza’ billi
tistrieh fuq haddiehor, u
li minn hawnhekk gejja
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l-kelma universali Amen’
Kliem iehor ebrajk marbut
mal-fidi huwa ‘munah;
‘hesed;, ‘chasah; ‘yichel,
‘batah) u ‘neeman’ Fl-
assirjak insibu ‘temenu’
(bil-malti ‘temmen) li
tfisser ‘pedament’ u bis-
sirjak ‘temenu’ tfisser ‘hobz
ta’ kuljum’ - (bil-malti
‘toghma’). Fl-etjopiku nsibu
‘amena’ li tfisser ‘fiducja.

Fil-Gdid Testment il-kelma
‘pistis’ ghall-fidi tinsab 243
darba. Fil-grieg ‘apistos,
‘apistia’ jew ‘apeiseia’ tfisser
‘nuqqas ta’ fidi’ u tinsab

67 darba fil-G.T. Kristu
jibda proprju l-missjoni
tieghu ta’ taghlim sabiex
il-poplu jindem u jemmen
kif naraw f’Mark 1:14-

15: “Gesu mar il-Galilea
jxandar 1-Evangelju ta’

Alla u jghid: “Iz-zmien



huwa mitmum, u s-Saltna
ta’ Alla waslet; indmu u
emmnu fl-Evangelju” San
Pawl jghidilna li 1-fidi

hija f’Alla (1 Tessalonkin
1:8), nemmnu fil-vangelu
(Filippin 1:27 u 1 Tess 2:4),
hija fidi fil-verita’ (2 Tess
2:12-13), nghixu ghal Alla
(Galatin 2:19), fidi fid-
demm ta’ Kristu (Rumani
3:25) u ghalhekk twemmin
fi (bil-grieg: ‘eis; li tindika
moviment lejn) Kristu
(Fillipin 1:21 u 2 Timotju
1:12). San Wistin jghid li
1-fidi ghandha 1-ghajnejn:
‘habet oculos fides’; waqt

li San Tumas jikteb l-istess
fejn jghid 1-fidi li ghandha
l-ghajnejn: ‘oculata fides.
Huwa jghid ukoll: “faith

is the habit of mind by
which eternal life is begun
in us, making the intellect
assent to things that do

not appear”. Ghalhekk hija
mehtiega hafna I-fidi, li
1-Vatikan 1-Ewwel isejhilha:
“the full homage of intellect
and will to God who
reveals” (DS 3008); “The
Catholic Church professes
that this faith, which is

the “beginning” of human
salvation” (see Trent, DS
1532), is the supernatural
virtue whereby, inspired
and assisted by the grace of
God, we believe that what
he has revealed is true, not
because the intrinsic truth
of the contents is seen by the
natural light of reason but
because of the authority of
God himself, the revealer,
who can neither be deceived
nor deceive.” (DS 3008).

Importanti li nghidu li I-iktar
formula antika tal-fidi hija
dik li nsibu fil-Kredu tal-
Appostli, (ara Mt 28:19).

San Cirillu ta’ Lixandra
jikteb: “Il-fidi fi Kristu
tnissel 1-oghla forma ta’
ndiema”. San Irinew ta’ Lyons
jikteb: “Il-fidi hija tezor
imprezzabbli li rridu nibzghu
ghalih u nharsuh bla waqfien
ghax huwa l-ikbar rigal li
réevejna minghand Alla u li
jrid jiggedded u jikber fina
kostantament”.

San Gakbu jaghti
importanza kbira lill-

fidi, izda ghalih element
importanti tal-fidi hija li
ghandha tkun marbuta mal-
atti tal-karita’ u li wiehed
jghin lill-fqir (fidi operattiva;
1:21-27 u 2:14-26). In-
nominattiv ‘pistis’ insibuh
16-il darba fl-ittra, waqt li
l-verb ‘pisteuo’ insibuh tliet
darbiet. In-nominattiv fil-
fatt jinsab f’1:3u 6;2:1u 5

u 5:15 u 11-il darba £72:14-
26. 11-fidi f’San Gakbu hija
marbuta mal-kredu tax-
Shema Israel li nsibu " Dewt
6:4; Salm 33 :12 u Isaija 65:9.
Zgur li San Gakbu ghandu
l-lenti tieghu ta’ kif ihares
lejn il-fidi, ghalkemm dan
ma jfissirx li t-taghlim tal-
fidi tieghu huwa differenti
minn ta’ awturi sagri ohra,
spec¢jalment minn San

Pawl (ara Rumani 3:24-26

u Efesin 2:8-9). Hawnhekk
Luteru kiteb ovvjament
bmod mill-iktar zbaljat:
“James is flatly against

St. Paul and all the rest

of Scripture in ascribing

justification to works”.
Sanders ukoll jikteb: “James
misundestands Paul”; waqt li
Ropes jghid: “James show no
comprehension of what Paul
meant by his formula saved
by faith and not by works”
Bultmann ukoll jikteb:
“Paul’s concept of faith is
utterly misunderstood”

Min-naha l-ohra diversi
biblisti gustament jaraw
armonija bejn Gakbu u
Pawluy, fosthom Marxsen

li jikteb: “what James

attacks is the idea that the
Pauline formula should be
accepted as valid with this
interpretation of a faith
without works. The author
brings out what Paul means
by faith by means of an
addition. In other words,
what Paul signifies by faith
can now be expressed only
by faith and works. His aim
is to bring back a Paulinism
that has been misinterpreted
and distorted to the truly
Pauline position” Waqt li
Mitton jghid li: “James is
entirely at one with Paul”
Anke Santu Wistin fil-bidu
tal-knisja, kellu din l-idea:
“the statements of the two
apostles Paul and James are
not contrary to one another
when the one says that a
man is justified by faith
without works, and the other
says that faith without works
is vain. For the former is
speaking of the works which
precede faith, whereas the
latter, of those which follow
on faith, just as even Paul
indicated in many places”
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Townsend jikteb ukoll:
“Where no works exist it
must be supposed that no
works to demonstrate the
reality of his faith, and will
find that such ‘faith’ does
not justify him at all, for it
is not real. After all, it was
Jesus who said, “You will
know them by their fruits’
(Matt 7:16), and James
expounds this emphasis
faithfully”. Wagqtli C. Ryrie
jghid: “Unproductive faith
cannot save, because it is
not genuine faith. Faith and
works are like a two coupon
ticket to heaven. The coupon
of works is not good for
passage, and the coupon of

faith is not valid if detached
from works”. Ghalhekk
mela ma hemm l-ebda
kontradizzjoni bejn San
Gakbu u San Pawl. San Pawl
jitkellem fuq l-opri qabel
il-gustifikazzjoni waqt li San
Gakbu jitkellem fuq il-fidi
wara li l-bniedem ikun diga’
ggustifikat.

Fuq l-istess linja kattolika

ta’ hsieb, Hodges jikteb:

“a body dies when it loses
the spirit which keeps it
alive. In the same way, a
person’s faith dies when it
loses the animating factor of
good works.” Fl-ahharnett
Lenski jikteb: “James by no
means makes works help
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to constitute as if works
were the life of faith, so

that when works are added,
we have ‘fides formata,

while without works ‘fides’
would be ‘informata, the
catholic conception of faith,
which is rather plain work-
righteousness. True gospel
works are the native and

the necessary product of
faith. This faith, which saves
before it ever does a single
work, saves by embracing
Christ and reveals itself by
producing love and works of
love, wherever they appear,
show that real, saving faith is
present”.

Kliem iehor grieg brabta
mal-fidi u l-fudug¢ja li
nsibu fl-ittra huma: ‘peitho’
f’Gakbu 3:3; u ‘moichalis’
f’Gakbu 4:4. Ghal San
Gakbu 1-fidi hi mela attiva
u vizibbli, fidi li tirrezisti
ghall-provi, fidi li tirbah
it-tentazzjonijiet (1:12-16),
fidi li tobdi lil Alla (1:19-
20 u 2:14-26), fidi li tispira
azzjoni (1:21-25 u 2:14-26),
fidi li twassal ghall-kontroll
(1:26-27 u 3:1-12), fidi li
tagixxi fil-gherf (3:13-18),
u fidi li tistenna lill-Mulej
gej (5:7-12). Skont Vouga,
it-tema tal-fidi hija tema
unifikanti fl-ittra, li naraw
id-divizjoni tal-ittra f’1-2-
19a (il-prova tal-fidi); 1:19b-
3;18 (I-adezjoni tal-fidi) u
4:1-5:20 (lealta tal-fidi).

San Gakbu rigward il-hajja
tal-fidi u l-hajja morali,
jitkellem mil-ligi (‘nomos’)
tal-liberta £1:25 u mil-ligi
regali £72:8: “Love your



neighbour as yourself” u
mil-ligi morali tal-Ghaxar
Kmandamenti £2:10.
Gakbu jibda u jispi¢ca
l-ittra bit-tema tal-fidi kif
naraw f’1:3 u 5:15. Huwa
jorbot il-fidi mal-gherf kif
naraw {’3:17-18: “Ghax
fejn hemm I-ghira u I-glied,
hemm issib it-taqlib u kull
xorta ta’ hazen. L-gherf li
gej mis-sema, qabel kollox
hu gherf safi, imbaghad

hu gherf i jfittex is-sliem,
it-tjubija u l-hlewwa; huwa
kollu hniena u frott tajjeb,
bla ma jhares lejn I-ucuh

u bla qerq” Rigward dan
Brosend jikteb: “James
challenges the reader with
an understanding of faith
intimately and intricately
connected with the whole
of human life. Faith is not
so much ‘known’ by its
works, like the tree by its
fruit, and it is its work, root
and branch as well as fruit”
F2:21-25, Gakbu jurina lil
Abraham bhala ezempju
(exemplum) ta’ din il-fidi
operattiva. Dan il-hsieb
jinsab ukoll £’1 Klement
31:2 “For what reason was
our father Abraham blessed?
Was it not because he did
righteousness and truth
through faith?” Interessanti
li John Calvin jghid: “Faith
alone saves, but the faith that
saves is not alone”.

Ghal Mussner, Gakbu
huwa kkunsidrat bhala
minn tal-ewwel li jishaq
fuq I-imhabba tal-proxxmu
u tal-gustizzja so¢jali.
Ghall-ittra ta> Gakbu, il-

bniedem ghandu bzonn

li jkun bniedem li jpoggi
1-fidi fil-prattika tal-hajja.
L-ittra ta’ Gakbu skont S.
Laws, hija d-dokument
etiku I-iktar estiz fil-Gdid
Testment. Il-perfezzjoni u
l-ligi huma temi importanti.
Id-destinatarji ta’ din l-ittra
jridu ghalhekk jkunu:
“perfetti u shah, bla ma jkun
jonqoskom xejn” (1:4), kif
huma perfetti d-doni tAlla
(1:17), u 1-“ligi perfetta
tal-helsien” (1:25), u 1-fidi
ta’ Abraham (1:25). Perfett
huwa dak li ma jidnibx fil-
kelma (3:1).

Eskatologija u
Soterjologija

L-ittra tghallem li I-ahhar
zmien ta’ l-istorja beda u
l-Imhallef huwa qrib: “he
parousia tou kyrion engiken”,
“Stabru intom ukoll; gawwu
qalbkom, ghax il-migja
tal-Mulej hi fil-qrib” (5:8),
u li I-gudizzju jappartjeni
ghal Alla li huwa I-uniku
Imhallef: “Wiehed biss
huwa dak li jaghmel il-ligi,
wiehed biss l-imhallef: dak
li ghandu s-setgha jehles u
jeqred (4:12). Ghall-gust
hija mwieghda l-kuruna
tal-hajja: “Hieni l-bniedem
li jistabar fit-tigrib, ghax
wara li jkun gheleb it-tigrib,
jaqla’ I-kuruna tal-hajja li
1-Mulej wieghed lil dawk li
jhobbuh?” (1:12). Il-foqra
huma l-werrieta tas-Saltna:
“Isimghu, huti gheziez: mhux
Alla kien li ghazel lill-foqra
ghad-dinja biex jistaghnew

fil-fidi u jsiru werrieta tas-
Saltna li hu wieghed lil dawk
li jhobbuh? (2:5). II-komunita
nisranija hija I-frott tal-
holqgien eskatologiku gdid
taAlla (1:18).

L-imghallmin li ma
jisthoqqilhomx dan it-titlu
jghaddu minn gudizzju
iebes: “Huti, la ssirux hafna
minnkom ghalliema, ghax
tafu li ahna li nghallmu
nkunu ggudikati breqqa
akbar” (3:1). It-tnax-il tribu
ta’ Israel huma l-ewwel
frott (‘aparche’) ta’ Israel
il-gdid. Huma I-ewwel frott
tal-kreaturi (‘ktismaton’)

ta’ Alla. Il-kelma ‘ktisma’
nsibuha hafna fil-kotba
tal-Gherf, ghaliex proprju
l-awtur ta’ din l-ittra ukoll
irid juri l-veru gherf sabiex
wiehed jasal ghat-tama
eskatologika lejn ‘Alla tad-
dwal; ‘pater ton photon’ (ara
Genesi 1:14-15, ara wkoll
Testment ta’ Abraham 7:6
‘pater tou photos, ‘father of
the light’). L-gherf jghin lin-
nisrani jirbah it-tentazzjoni
li tigi mill-konkupixxenza u
mhux minn Alla (1:13-15).
Dak kollu li hu tajjeb hu gej
minn Alla: “La titqarrqux,
ahwa gheziez tieghi. Kull
haga tajba li tinghata u kull
don perfett jigi mis-sema,
jinzel minghand il-Missier,
1-ghajn tad-dawl, li fih ma
hemm ebda tibdil u anqas
dell ta’ tidwir” (1:16-17).

F’Gakbu 5:7-11 naraw li
l-parusija tal-Mulej hija fil-
qrib: ‘eos tes parousias tou
kuriou; il-Migja tal-Mulej
bhala Mhallef. Gakbu jsemmi
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wkoll lill-profeta Elija (ara

1 Slaten 18:36-40) li huwa
persuna eskatologika per
eccellenza. II-mahfra mid-
dnubiet hija megjusa fl-ittra
bhala don eskatologiku kif
naraw £’5:15: “it-talba tal-
fidi (‘he euche tes pisteos’)
ssalva lill-marid, u 1-Mulej
igajmu; u jekk ikun ghamel
xi dnubiet, jinhafrulu”, waqt
li I-foqra jirc¢ievu ‘il-kuruna
(‘stephanos’) tal-hajja

(‘tes zoes’) £’1:12: “Hieni
l-bniedem li jistabar fit-tigrib,
ghax wara li jkun gheleb
it-tigrib, jagla’ I-kuruna tal-
hajja li I-Mulej wieghed lil
dawk li jhobbuh” (ara ukoll
Zakkarija 6:14), u werrieta
tas-saltna £°2:5: “Isimghu,
huti gheziez: mhux Alla kien
li ghazel lill-foqra ghad-dinja
biex jistaghnew fil-fidi u
jsiru werrieta tas-Saltna li hu
wieghed lil dawk li jhobbuh?”
In-nisrani quddiem it-tigrib
ma ghandux jaqta’ qalbu
imma jikkontrolla lilu nnifsu

(1:14). San Gakbu jghallem

li t-tigrib ma jigix minn Alla:
“Wagqt li nkunu mgarrbin,
araw li hadd ma jghid: Alla
qieghed igarrabni, ghax Alla
ma jistax igarrab ghall-hazin,
u anqgas ma jista’ jiggarrab”
(1:13).

Ghalhekk I-ittra kollha turi
li min jemmen gieghed
ihares lejn il-futur ghat-tama
eskatologika tas-salvazzjoni
(eskatologija maghquda
mas-soterjologija). C.B.
Amphoux jghid li l-ittra hija
¢centrata fuq is-soterjologija.
Ghalhekk I-ittra ssejjah
ghall-perfezzjoni (‘teleion’)
kif insibu £’1:4 kif diga

rajna. Skont Nickelsburg
f1-1977 jikteb: ‘in the epistle
of James the future calls

the oppressed community

to faith, courage and joy

in the present”. Aktar milli
deskrizzjoni apokalittika,
fl-eskatologija gakobina,
iktar insibu sejha ghall-etika,
ghall-imgiba tassew nisranija
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u riflessjoni fuq it-Torah, li
taghmel mill-ittra ta’ Gakbu
wahda sapjenzjali fil-Gdid
Testment. L-eskatologija
ghalhekk tfissrilna

l-ferh quddiem il-prova
(‘peirasmos;, 1:2 u 1:12)
fid-dawl tal-premju etern,
‘eschatologische Vorfreude,
‘anticipated joy’ (J. Thomas).
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