The Malta Independent | Wednesday 6 November 2019

Reflections

Allow me to share a
couple of episodes
from my childhood
as we struggle with
the scars that we are
inflicting on our
country/side.

Cohandi,ohid g

Prof Andrew Azzopardi

recall with a lot of nostalgia

the time our extended fam-

ily, would meet up in front

of my parents’ house and a

cortege of some four or five
cars would head out on an
early Sunday morning to either
Kennedy Grove, Ta’” Qali or
some other exquisite location
to spend time playing in the
countryside as my parents and
relatives chew over what life
was throwing at them.

I also recal%, when I played in
a semi-abandoned field close to
home with my friend Mark.
We used to play ball till our
toes turned blue. When tired
of the ‘beautiful game” it was
time for the bike and the usu-
ally squirming away as we
blandly rang the doorbell of
some old lady.

The lushness of fresh air, the
smell of the carob trees, I
would dare say, even the
waste, found in the country-
side, smelt pleasant. I still
have a memory of each and
every scent. I loved the envi-
ronment and we learnt to re-
spect it whether it was
restraining of our over-zeal-
ousness to catch frogs from
Chadwick lakes or to dispose
responsibly of our leftovers.
The respect was there - the
ecosystem gave us and we
gave it back. In fact, at the
time there was no talk about
balancing acts and sustainabil-
ity because it would just hap-
pen.

around the corner, are un-
happy and life for them is an
uphill struggle. Not out of
their own choice they were
dealt a bad hand.

Most of us are privileged to
have been brought up in a fam-
ily that thought us not the fear
of God but the beauty of godli-
ness.

Most of us have benefitted
from an educational system
that understood what is good
for us and helped us flourish.

Most of us have profited from
the tender, loving care of the
community that embraced us.

Most of us might not have
had to struggle, and if at some
point our life took a bit of a
twist we had in us enough re-
serves in the form of resilience
to take us forward.

Reflection 3:
Too much violence

I am not one to be nostalgic.
It's true the 50’s for me is now
a conspicuous marker, but
much as I value the beauty of
the opportunities that sit
around us, as I look into the
crystal ball I see things that are
starting to trouble me and
quoting Dante Alighieri from
his epic work, The Divine
Comedy;

In the middle of the journey of
our life, I came to myself, in a
dark wood, where the direct way
was lost.

As a matter of fact, instead of
a communily of peace we have
187,000 people in Malta who

butchered a journalist, people
had their homes pulled down
by the excavator and remain
homeless and a person was
slaughtered because of his skin
colour.

Quoting Saint Pope John
Paul 2, “Violence is a lie, for it
goes against the tru th of our faith,
the truth of our humanity. Vio-
lence destroys what it claims to
defend: the dignity, the life, the
freedom of human beings.”

Reflection 4:
Bastions of defense

However, the silver lining is
here for all of you to see.

The Bastions of defense that
stood up to our persecutors in
the past are symbols giving life
to social champions that sit
around us. People like Peppi
Azzopardi, Dr Marie Briguglio,
Mons Philip Grech, Dr Maria
Pisani, Jeremy Camilleri, Jes
Saliba, Cami Appelgren, Dr
Michael Briguglio, Oliver Sci-
cluna, Hon. Evarist Bartolo
MP, Hon. Claudio Grech MP,
Dr Andrea Dibben, Prof.
Arnold Cassola, to mention
just a few, are important voices
and the designers of our social
fabric - people dedicated to so-
cial justice. T might not agree
with all they say, but they
bring comfort and provide me
with serenity with their zeal
and passion to make the World
tick.

They might have chosen /e
road less travelled’, as Robert
Frost’s 1920 poem goes - and

fluence.

Over two millennia ago, the
Ancient Greeks were already de-
bating different conceptions of the
good life, and low it mnay be fos-
tered, albeit a debate for the privi-
leged in ancient Greek society. In
his Nichomachean Ethics, Aris-
totle speaks of three bases for hap-
piness: sensual pleasure, honour,
or true happiness, which results
from a philosophical approach to
life. For Aristotle, true happiness
is a lifelong endeavour and not a
fleeting feeling; it is the objective
result of rational thought and vir-
tuous action. His eudaimonic vi-
sioin of happiness is often
contrasted with a hedonistic ap-
proach... (Vella, Falzon & Az-
zopardi, 2019).

I salute these architects of a
national agenda to support
equality, people who have
dedicated their lives to better-
ing the existence of others.
Their success is noted in the
building of coalitions and con-
sensus. They remain grounded
in real-world concerns. Their
visionary melding of the
human makes them lovers of
social justice.

Their reputation is founded
on integrity, they are selfless
and steadfastly dedicated to
their communities.

Herbert Marshall McLuhan,
a Canadian philosopher, when
interviewed by The Playboy in
1969 is quoted as saying;

... want to map new terrain
rather than chart old landmarks.

These people inspire us to do
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this piece, children and young
people, possibly living just

We hand over a society that
has in the recent past

Let’s be inspired by these
good spirits for their social af-

it means the right to tell people
what they do not want to hear .
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