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The International Arts Festival 1975
is organised by the
Manoel Theatre Management Committee

on behalf of the Ministry of Education and Culture

Management Committee : Hon. President, G Muscat-Azzopardi

Chairman, A Agius Ferrante

Hon. Treasurer, Miss M L Bonnici, LRSM L.Mus.LCM FLCM

Consultants: Richard England, Michael Ellul and

Victor Castillo

Festival Director of Publicity : Victor Lewis PIPR (Tel. 73912)

Programme cover design by Richard England,
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‘SINGER |

the practical way
fo save money

There must be a reason why
Rothmans is the world’s largest
selling—most wanted —King Size Virginia.
It's simply this: Rothmans extra length,
finest filter and the best tobacco money can buy
give you true King Size flavour.
Rothmans King Size really satisfies.

1)

Available at the Singer

Sewing Centres: Valletta;

Sliema; Birkirkara; Hamrun;

Paola; Cospicua; Zejtun and Victoria, Gozo
and from all Dealers.

Sl NGER takes the trouble to save you trouble

WORLD'S LARGEST SELLING - MOST WANTED - KING SIZE VIRGINIA
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Lyons Maid

Remember how excited you were when they took
you to your first show . .. how you laughed at the
comics and booed at the baddies, how the lights, the
music, the greasepaint all left you spellbound.. . . and
your interval ice cream was part of the magic. . .

Enjoy yesterday today with Lyons Maid.

- INTERNATIONAL ARTS FESTIVAL 1975
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presents

LA COMPAGNIA ITALIANA DI OPEREITE

in a nine-day season of

SIX OPERETTAS
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LA VEDOVA ALLEGRA Franz Lehar
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LA DANZA DELLE LIBELLULE Lehar / Lombardo
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DONNE VIENNESI Franz Lehar
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PAESE DEI CAMPANELLI Lombardo / Ranzato
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PRINCIPESSA DELLA CZARDA Kalman
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i The Manoel Theatre,

* Monday 3 November )
: until Tuesday 11 November*

? For the starting times see appropriate programme pages




a_— Join the Pepsi People

PEPSI .
T feelin’ free!

Authorised Bottlers: The Malta Bottling Co. Ltd., Qormi Road, Marsa

LA COMPAGNIA ITALIANA DI OPERETTE

ALVARO ALVISI  LILIANA CH

Comico Soubrette

- FRANCO FER%AR

ALESSANDRO GALLUZZI — VIVIANA LARII}E — PAOLOD MEHEGOLLI — ANNAMAR:A =
MORELLO — ANUREA MONTUSGHI — VITTORIO BORARY — FANO GALOFARC —
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ERRUCCIO ARTINELLI

Maestro Direttore d’Orchestra:
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Maestro Sostituto
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Direzione Artistica ALVARO ALVISI
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Direttore: PASQUALE DI LORI
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- Furniture kindly lent by :—
\ Alb. F. Santucci, Auctioneer and Appraiser.
-y Benny’s Antiques of Balzan.

g Crystal Chandeliers kindly lent by Palazzo della Luce, Floriana.
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We sell the
world’s first guaranteed®
accurate timepiece. ..

BULOVA
ACCUTRON"

*Guaranteed for accuracy within 1 minute
a month on your wrist

JOHN VELLA (1904)

150 Britannia Street, Valletta.
Tel. 27255
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THE WORLD’S MOST POPULAR
MACHINE

150, 175, 200 cc — 107 m.p.g. TELEPHONE 23819 50, 80, 100cc — 150 m.p.g.

‘Price from £M250 - £M375 Price from £M145 - £M275
(SPARE PARTS ALWAYS IN STOCK)
Duty Free available in 24 hrs Showroom Marina Street, Pieta’

Sole Agent TAN., BORG REVEILLE ENT.
Office 257, ST. URSOLA STREET, VALETTA
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LILITANA
CHIARI

'ALVARO
ALVISI
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Capt. A. Caruana Limited, Kingsway, VYalietta
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Bom 1820 - still going strong

Sole Agents:—
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Its quality features:

@ Brilliant reds

® Wonderful
pastel shades

® Strong blues

® Very good
exposure
latitude

@ Outstanding
definition

The film giving
transparencies ready
for projection

Sole Agents for AGRA-GEVAERT

ATTARD & CO.
67, SOUTH STREET, VALLETTA — Tel. 27555
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MONDAY 3 NOVEMBER, at 7.30 and SUNDAY 9 NOVEMBER at 4 p.m.

Personaggi

Petit Gris

Il Principe Fon-Ky
Blum

Il regista

CIN Cl LA

Operetta in tre atti di
CARLO LOMBARDO e VIRGILIO RANZATO

Interpreti

LILIANA CHIARI

MARIA RICCI
ALESSANDRO GALLUZZI
ALVARO ALVISI
FRANCO FERRARI
ANTONIO DE VICO
PAOLO MENEGOLLI
ANNAMARIA MORELLO

Cin-Ci-La’
Myosotis

Ciclamino

Una mousme

L’azione si svolge a Macao.

P

QUADRI E DANZE: Le Cinesine Le Rose — Il Giardino dei Fiori

— Il Film — Le Lanterne
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The inhabitants of Macao are distressed by the fact that young, timid Princess
Myosctis and her cousin Prince Ciclamino, who are engaged to be married, are both
50 reluctant to give up the dreams of their childhood. Funchi, the Princess’ father,
decides to put the apathetic couple in the hands of a beautiful French film-star,
Cin-Ci-La, who has just arrived in Macao, accompanied by her manager, Fetit-Gris’
who is in love with her. Cin-ci-La’s love lessons to Ciclanino provoke Petit-Gris’
jealousy. But soon Princess Myosotis is ready to fcrget her dolls and her dreams to
marry Prince Ciclamino and at this good news there is great rejoicing in 2ll Macao.
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It'S
FARSONS

Brewers of fine beers for almost half a century
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LOEWE OPTA T.V.

THE SET THAT WON THE MARKET

B e L R

]

for your well

LINDE Refrigerators

THE FRIDGE THAT IS WINNING
THE MARKET

LOEWE OPTA

TAPE RECORDERS
RADIOS,
RADIOGRAMMES
& STEREOPHONIC EQUIPMENT
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feel
fine
and
settled
with
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Sole Agent: COUNT CONSIGLIO D’AMATO

WESTERN RADIO SERVICE

701, HIGH STREET, HAMRUN.
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(Tel. Dial 28356)

Agents:

159, THE STRAND, GZIRA
SACCONE & SPEED LTD.
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TUESDAY 4 NOVEMBER and SATURDAY 8 NOVEMBER at 7.30 p.m.
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LA VEDOVA ALLEGRA

Operetta in tre atti — Musica di FRANZ LEHAR

Personaggi

Anna Glavari
Conte Danilo
Niegus

Barone Zeta
Camillo de Rossillon
Valencienne

Conte Kromoff
Contessa Bogdanovich
Conte Bogdanovich
Olga

Visconte Cascada
Saint Brioche

De Villery

Interpreti

AMANDA DI TULLIO
FRANCO ARTIOLI
ALVARO ALVISI
FRANCO FERRARI
ALESSANDRO GALLUZZI
MARIA RICCI

ANTONIO DE VICO
VIVIANA LARICE
PAGLO MENEGOLLI
ANNAMARIA MORELLO
VITTORIO BORANI
FANO GALAFARO
ANDREA MONTUSCHI

L’Azione si svolge a Parigi.
1° Atto: All’Ambasciata del Pontevedro a Parigi. 2° Atto: Nel Giardino
della Villa di Anna Glavari. 3° Atto: A ‘Chez Maxim’.

e

QUADRI E DANZE: Le Sirene — La Vilja — Chez Maxim —

Il Grande Valzer.

i Tizil; E;Qn()Ialf|mnmnmnmnmnmnmnmnmumnmnmumnmnmumu

The King of Monrovia is afraid that Anna Glavari, a rich and charming widow,
night marry a foreigner and as a consequence her fabulous fortune would be with-
drawn from the Bank of her country, so he sends an order to the Chancellor of his
Embassy in Paris, Niegus, to do everything in his power to persuade Anna to marry
one of her compatriots. After many headaches and heartaches, Niegus suceeds in
bringing together the Embassy’s Secretary, Count Danilo, and the rich widow, thus
rekindling an old flame. The couple avow their mutual love and decide to get mar-
ried and so, the Bank of Monrovia is saved from ruin.
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Varicose Veins

Scholl
elastic stockings
give such wonderfully
comforting relief

Wonderful how Scholl elastic stock-
ings ease weary, aching legs! Such
comforting, efficient support makes
you feel so different!

Makes your legs look different,
too. Ankles neater, contours
smoother, no unsightly veins show-
ing. Shapeliness restored !

Scholl elastic stockings give med-
ically approved support. Correct
two-way control, upwards and
around. Such comfort, too! Soft-
Grip ribbing at top and foot; no
seam, no hem, no ridge. And when
you put them on, such a pleasant
discovery. These are the coolest,
lightest elastic yarn stockings
you’ve ever had!

From your chemist and all branches of
Scholl Feot Comfort Service

gD )
(Scholl
”//,,II c o ,,/I/

"
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ELASTIC YARN STOCKINGS

Trade Enquiries

G. CUSCHIERI & CO. LTD.
63/64 BRITANNIA STREET VALLETTA.
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WEDNESDAY 5, at 7.30 p.m. and SUNDAY 9 NOVEMBER at 8.30 p.m. g
' BERNARDS
DANZA DELLE LIBELLULE '
Operetta in tre atti di THE MANS SHOP
FRANZ LEHAR e CARLO LOMBARDOQ
Personaggi Interpreti
Tutw’ LILIANA CHIARI
Elena AMANDA DI TULLIO
Carlotta VIVIANA LARICE FOR QUAHTY ~AND:  STYLS
et B e s | (00 CANNOT DO BETTER THAN
Piper FRANCO FERRARI I —
Pommery PAOLO MENEGOLLI §
Gratin ANTONIO DE VICO
Puca Carlo di Nancy ALESSANDRO GALLUZZI
Ur inviato FANO GALAFARO
Un maggiordomo ANDREA MONTUSCHI
L’Azione si svolge in Scozia BERNARDS

QUADRI E DANZE: Le Pattinatrici — L’ Olimpo — Les Gigolettes —
Paris Champagne.

TOP QUALITY
CLOTHES FOR MEN
OF ALL TASTES
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The old duchy of Nancy, in Scctland, has been bought by a rich man, a certain
Mr. Piper, who decides to hold a feast in the castle he has just acquired. Carlo, a
handsome and mysterious young man, who has been living for some time at the
“Hotel du Park™ in the little village at the foot of the castle, is turned out of the
hctel by the owner, the beautiful Tutd Gratin, who is furious at the coldness with
which he reciprocates her love. Later, Carlo is caught in the park and is brought
before Mr. Piper and his fianceé Elena. When Piper learns that Carlo is the legiti-
mate heir of Nancy, he asks him to stay and take part, as Adonis, in the choreograp-
hic performance he is preparing for the feast, whilst Elena interprets the part of
/enus. Carlo and Elena soon find out that they are made for each other, and when
the Tribunal declares Carlo as the sole possessor of the duchy and the castle of
Nancy, he asks Elena to become his wife.
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18 THE STRAND SLIEMA
45 ORDNANCE STREET VALLETTA
26 SOUTH STREET VALLETTA
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2 groups of powerful loudspeakers, 2 x 10 watts (mp), 13 FM and 7 AM circuits,

fully transistorized, stereo indicator, tuning indicator, separate controls for bass

and treble, stereo balance and ferrite aerial, AFC and separate FM tuning,
connections for stereo tape recorder and 2 external loudspeakers.

RADIO CHASSIS:

MAINS SUPPLY:
WAVE RANGES:

TRANSISTORS:
DIODES:

RECORD CHANGER:
CABINET:

DIMENSIONS:
WEIGHT:

Sole Representatives:

Stereo Multiplex mod. Arietta, with decoder

incorporated

A.C. 220V + */. 10 %, 50 cs.
FM 87,5 — 108 Mc
SW 56 — 11 Mc,
SWAI 11 — 22 Mc

MW 510 — 1620 Ke.

26

14

BSR-automatic stereo 3 speeds
Genuine walnut high gloss polished, medium
colour, with separate compartment for

tape recorder, records etc.
109 x 38 x 68 cm
abt. 38 kgs net

TIP-TOP: Zabbar Rd. Fgura

[eruns

Saqqajja Hill Rabat

Eucharistic Congress Rd., Mosta

Republic Str., Valletta
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The radiogram for monaural and stereophonic reproduction of FM-Multiplex
broadcast and records.
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THURSDAY 6 NOVEMBER, at 7.30 p.m.
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DONNE  VIENNESI

Operetta in due atti — Musica di FRANZ LEHAR

Personaggi

Giannetta
Willy Brand
Clara
Filippo

La suocera
Megledin
Gedeone

Il guidice
Fini

Lini

Tini

1 invitato
2" invitato

3 invitato

Interpreti

LILIANA CHIARI
ALVARO ALVISI
MARIA RICCI
FRANCO ARTIOLI
VIVIANA LARICE
FRANCO FERRARI
PAOLO MENEGOLLI
ANTONIO DE VICO
ANNAMARIA MORELLO
MURIEL ROBSON
CLAIRE THOMAS
ANDREA MONTUSCHI
FANO GALAFARO
VITTORIO BORANI

UG e n e nn THE’ STORY e e

Clara and Willibald Brand, a pianist, are in love and promise each other eternal
faith. Brand goes to America and Clara’s mother, to end her daughter’s infatuation
and marry her to another, gives the news that Brand died during the voyage. Clara
is now free to marry Filippo, but exactly on the day of their marriage, Willibald
comes to life again and such a happening disrupts the newly married couple’s
honeymoon. Other complications ensue, but to find a solution to this impasse,
Willibald is promised 12,000 florins for a declaration that he had married an

American girl. Clara capitulates and Willibald can now marry Giannetta who is in
love with him and to whom he had also promised marriage.

R e e

T



X

x

*

x G
*x

-«

x

*

x

x

X

X

X

x

X

*

-

x

X

:

: )

*

X

*

X

x

*

* :

*x gy
* 3. i3
*x

~)< 2
X |
*x

*x

K

*

X

*

*x

*

+*

¥

:(

*

¥

+*

+

*

*

x

*

*

*

: ‘Ah, unmi !
*

; nMistakaodle
* ' "
+«

*

¥

X

*

,k

+*

x

e
***********************************************************+**********

B R S S R R S SR BRSNS S DA 3L 3 T S SR T v vpvpvpvgvgvavavavevguen

%
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
>*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
%
*
*
*
*
%
*
>*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
3
%
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
>*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
>+
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
>*
>*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
s
*
*
*
*
*
>*

Kk

dixan has programmed its
detergent power!

Now, dixan multi-program combines
so many detergents each

one removing a specific type

of dirt or stains. (2

dixan multi-program

washes extra white
at each
temperature.

1)

By dixan mulli-progrom remaves
‘ many lypes

ﬁ N oldit
LT

Sole Importers: PAOLO BONNICI & CO.

VALLETTA — MARSA Tel. 24069, 21757 29363
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WARREN OATES * ISELA VEGA DIRK BOGARDE 1
and GIG YOUNG in F CHARLOTTE RAMPLING 1
“BRING ME THE HEAD| T PHILIPPE LEROY :
OF ALFREDO GARCIA”| L |“THE NIGHT PORTER” }
at the M at the
COLISEUM s AMBASSADOR
iIN
Released by: The Malta United Film Corporation Ltd.,
\ Y%

CHARLTON HESTON A JACK NICHOLSON
KAREN BLACK L FAYE DUNAWAY
GEORGE KENNEDY L JOHN HUSTON
COLISEUM E “CHINATOWN”
“AIRPORT 1975 T o he
at the A AMBASSADOR

® FOR RELEASE DATE PLEASE SEE DAILY PRESS @
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i* B e R e
>
X Est. 1913 Tel. Central 25123, *
X x
i JOHY CIANCIO — Photograph :
x % i *
+x 3 e
; N CIAN ofographer :
£ ] :
E PHOTO GOODS DEALER *
: :
+*
— %
; THE ROYAL STUDIO *
X >
i X
x 133, Old Theatre Street, Valletta (Palace Square) 5
X %
X AWARDS LOCAL AND FOREIGN MEDALS AND CERTIFICATES g
x SPECIALIST IN PORTRAITURE AND WEDDING GROUPS X
£ TAKES BY APPOINTMENT *
X Xt
£ OTHER ENGAGEMENTS OUTSIDE STUDIO BY APPOINTMENT. i
% ] *
i NO CONNECTION WITH OTHER FIRMS. :{
-+«
: Sole Malta Agents for FIjl PHOTO FILM CO. LTD., JAPAN. %
:**********w******************#*ﬁ**************************************:
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LAMP Digi-Quartz and PENTAGON Quartz
wrist-watch is the World’s very latest in
Wrist-Watches. The Source of power in the
traditional watch of today, the mainspring,
has now become redundant in our watch.

The LAMP Digi-Quartz and PENTAGON Quartz
wrist-watch is operated by the power of tomorrow, the
small-size Silver Battery, and it includes parts
developed and refined in Specialist Electronic
Factories in Japan.

A A A A

Available at Malta’s Leading
Watch Dealers
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MAYFAIR HOLIDAYS

THE INEXPENSIVE WAY T0 VISIT
LONDON
IN COMFORT FROM £M56 FOR ONE WEEK

Including return air fare, accommodation with breakfast, and coach transfers.

ALL FLIGHTS ARE BY AIRMALTA
UNTOURS also offer you

A comprehensive travel service to all parts of the world.
APEX fares to U.K., US.A,, and Canada with Insurance against cancellation.
And a major concession in Travel Insurance — a comprehensive cover with no
restrictions on PRE-EXISTING PHYSICAL DEFECT OR INFIRMITY.
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Programmes, bookings and information from:

UNTOURS LIMITED

WORKERS’ MEMORIAL BUILDING BRANCH OFFICE
OLD BAKERY STREET, VALLETTA. 66, TOWER ROAD, SLIEMA.
TEL: 23640 — 24451 — 21966 TEL: 36477 — 36478
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QUADRII E DANZE: Le Lattaie — Le Violette —

I Cadetti — Le Inglesine.

Dewars White Label"

it never varies

4lmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmnfzqyla‘gqqglg)/iwmmwmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

Once upon a time, there was a sweet little village in Holland, in which all the

houses had a miniature belfry on their roofs and every time a village girl betrayed

her husband or her fiance¢, the little bells pealed out. One fine day, a battleship

entered the harbour of this village and the cadets lost no time to go ashore and

start courting the fishermen’s wives. This caused a lot of trouble in the once

tranquil village; but when the battleship leaves the harbour, peace returns again in

the charming ““Village of the Bells”.

Sole Distributors:

P. CUTAJAR & CO. LTD.

:44&**)&*)@¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥4¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥4¥¥¥¥¥¥4¥4¥:¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥4§

FRIDAY 7 NOVEMBER and MONDAY 10 NOVEMBEK at 7.30 p.m. E g

s

PAESE DEI CAMPANELLI :

X 3

1L Eok ELL Free! A superb :

Operetta in 2 tempi di LOMBARDO e RANZATO X 1 - 99 ¥

Personaggi Interpreti E ‘lvll:lllt{e L?bel — g

3 :

Bombon LILIANA CHIARI : WIISKY glass. | :

Nela MARIA RICCI E Buy a bottle of Dewar’s i

X “White Label” o

La gaffe ALVARO ALVISI x Scotch Whisky *

* and receive a superb ¥

Hans FRANCO ARTIOLI E whisky glass to 3

Attanasio FRANCO FERRARI £ drinic it In. Free! i
B%

Pomerania VIVIANA LARICE E %

Tarquinio PAGLO MENEGOLLI : :

Basilio ANTONIO DE VICO : :

Tom ANDREA MONTUSCHI X

John FANO GALAFARO :

Nansen VITTORIO BORANI : 3

Ethel ANNAMARIA MORELLO : :

wr Toh Ll b

L’Azione si svolge nel Paese dei Campanelli. E — x

S : \ :

:

x

x

:

x

x

X

2
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All Kinds of Wearing Apparel for Ladies,
Men and Children, as well as Carpets
Bed Sheets, Curtains, Towels, etc. . . .

f
e

X%

From The “ST. MICHAEL"’ Shops At
THE STRAND, SLIEMA

and

THE PALACE SQUARE, VALLETTA

A WIDE RANGE OF FOODSTUFFS AND

OTHER HOUSEHOLD GOODS FROM

The Airline with th happy face

The friendly way to fly is by Air Pilots come from Germany,

ST. MICHAEL’S SUPERMARKET

R R R B S S S S R T TR T T LT LT e T svivvivvivm

Malta. To London, Manchester, Scandinavia and Pakistan. Cabin
Birmingham, Rome, Amsterdam, crews are exclusively Maltese. THE STRAND, SLIEMA
Brussels, Paris, Frankfurt and Some of whom have already had
Tripoli. many years flying experience, and

] and all of whom are ready to give
Air Malta's flight crew are an you a traditionally warm Maltese THE MINI-MART
experienced international group. welcome as soon as you step aboard.

Pioneers Road, Bugibba
anI n Telephone: Sliema 31745 Valletta 24304
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Going out to make friends

LONDON - BIRMINGHAM - MANCHESTER - AMSTERDAM - BRUSSELS -
PARIS - ROME - FRANKFURT - TRIPOLI
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TUESDAY 11 NOVEMBER at 7.30 p.m.

I e

LA PRINCIPESSA DELLA CZARDA

Operetta in 3 atti — Musica di E. KALMAN

Personaggi Interpreti

Silva Varescu AMANDA DI TULLIO
Principe Edwino Carlo FRANCO ARTIOLI
Conte Boni Canscianu ALVARO ALVISI
Contessina Stasi LILIANA CHIARI

Il Prinape di
Lippert-Weylersheim PAOCLO MENEGOLLI

Principessa Anilde VIVIANA LARICE

Fery di Kereskes FRANCO FERRARI

Von Szereny ALESSANDRO GALLUZZI
Tenente Rohusdorff ANTONIO DE VICO

Kiss, notaio ANDREA MONTUSCHI
Julisko ANNAMARIA MORELLO
L’Ambasciatore McGregory VITTORIO BORANI

Un maggiordomo FANO GALAFARO

Un invitato ANDREA MONTUSHI

L’Azione ha luogo a:

1° Atto: All’Orpheum Variete di Budapest. 2° Atto: Al Palazzo di Lipert — -

Weylersheim a Vienna. 3° Atto: In un Grand Hotel di Vienna.

QUADRI E DANZE: Le Ungheresi — Orpheum’s Girls — Marcia Musicale.

U THE STORY IR nn o

Sylva Varescu, a fascinating chanteuse known as the “Princess of the Czarda”
has all the titled and rich young men of Budapest after her, but she is deeply in
love with a young Austrian Prince, Edvino of Weylersheim, who, all of a sudden,
has to return to Vienna, to obey his father’s orders. Broken-hearted Sylva learns
from Count Boni, one of Edwino’s friends that her lover was engaged to Princess
Stasi. To avenge herself, she persuades Boni to accompany her, feigning he was her
husband, to a feast held at Edvino’s Palace. But in the end she finds that the young
Prince is still faithful to her and his father gives his consent to their marriage. At
the same time Count Boni and Princess Stasi announce their engagement.

|

Qe a a e p g g

I=

SO

X

WORLD CALLS FOR
FUJI FILM AND FUJICA CAMERAS

AND ALL PHOTOGRAPHIC PRODUCTS

Sole Malta Agents :

THE ROYAIL STUDIO

133, OLD THEATRE STREET, VALLETTA.

DIAL 25123
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THE BRITISH
HOTEL & RESTAURANT

St. Ursula Street Valletta (Telephone 74730, 29022)
When holidaying in Malta stay at the British Hote!

and enjoy peace and comfort
plus the legendary friendly service at prices you can afford
or just enjoy lunch or dinner
in the attractive restaurant
commanding an unparallelled view of Grand Harbour

offering genuine Maltese Cuisine.
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FESTIVAL
DIARY FOR NOVEMBER

14 to 16. The MALTA AMATEUR DRAMATIC CLUB will
present the play, THE CURIOUS SAVAGE (in English)
by John Patrick MALTA
17. BENEDETTO MAZZACURATI (Cello) and
VAIRA FOGOLA (Pianoforie) in a DUO RECITAL

ITALY

21 to 23. The MALTA THEATRICAL COMPANY presents a

Maltese play, ‘F’'DAR HADDIEHOR MALTA
24 to 25. ROB VAN REIJN WITH HIS DUMB

SHOW HOLLAND
27. ORCHESTRAL CONCERT (Manoel Theatre

Orchestra)

Soloist: CONNIE SULTANA (Pianoforte) MALTA
28. ORCHESTRA DA CAMERA OF SOFIA

(Details to be announced later) BULGARIA

29. (until 7 December) CARL CLOPET PRODUCTIONS
will present TWO ENGLISH PLAYS GREAT BRITAIN

(Details to be announced)

——

DECEMBER EVENTS will include an ARMENIAN QUARTET,
the GERMAN STATE BALLET, a recital by a distinguished

FRENCH PIANIST and a play in Maltese by the Manoel Theatre
Dramatic Group.

THE MANOEL
THEATRE

T IS VARIOUSLY CLAIMED that the Manoel Theatre in Valletia,

focal point of this International Arts Festival after the opening
concerts in Mdina, is ‘the third oldest theatre in Europe’ and
‘the oldest theatre in the Commmonwealth’. However tha_t may
be, the fact is it dates Fuck to the earlier decades of the eigh-
teenth century, when the Grandmaster of the Knights gf 5t
John of that time, one Antonio Manoel de Vilhena, decided one
March day of 1731 to build a public theatre — mostly out of
his own pocket — ‘for the honest recreation of the people’, -

a purpose which is recorded to this day in a Latin inscription
above the main entrance.

That there was a demand for such an institution was certain, for

drama and opera had flourished — and conti{z{,led 10 f[ou’nsh

— through all the years of the Sovereign Military Order J
rule over the island. The vows of charity and chastity to }vhzch
the Knights were committed did not prevent them from indulg-
ing in theatrical activities and it is on record that at the
various Auberges (headquarters), and in the open, pageants,
operas and dramatic offerings were put on by amateurs and
professionals and a love for the theatre had spread through
the population.

Grandmaster de Vilhena was no time waster and the building of the

theatre started the very day the deed of transfer for the site
was signed. In ten moihs the job was finished. le.e 0r1g{17al
interior, constructed entirely of wood, was similar in design
to the Palermo theatre of that time and is generally bellevgd
t0 have been modelled on it, being semi-circular with straight
sides projecting to the stage. There have, of course, been many




alterations through the yeurs, bringing the auditorium to its
present effective oval shape.

Originally it was called, prosaically, ‘Public Theatre’. Later it bore the

title of ‘Theatre Royal’ but eventually and rightly, in 1866, in

tribute to its founder, it became and has remained the
Manoel Theatre.

The first night of all first nights was on 9 January 1732 with a

presentation of ‘Merope’, a grand tragedy in the classic style, by
SCZPPiQI1e Maffei. The setting was designed by Francois
Mou.dzon, who was the architect of thr Order of St John,

and it was played by the Knights.

The theatre was run by a Senior Knight of the Order, who bore the

title of ‘Protettore’ and managed the house generally, approved
each season’s programme of plays (in the mani lyric opera and
Fre'nch tragedy), acted as censor and dealt with ‘difficulties’
which arose from time to time betwixt impressario, performer
and subscriber. Maltese playrights and opera composers
gradually earned their place alongside foreign authers and it
was a Maltese — Nicolo Isouard, also known as Nicolo di
Malta — who eventually became Commissioner (new name

for Protettore) during Napoleon's siege of Valletta in the last
two years of the eighteenth century.

Despite his great faith in the power of the stage Isouard was

fighting a losing battle. For a time the theatre carried on
notwithstanding the near starvation of the garrison and the
besieged population, and ‘despite the occasional shots from the
Maltese mortars that passed over the roof of the building’.
But there came the time when the players could no longer
‘bear the strains of war as their dwindling wages proved
insufficient for survival, let alone for the rigour of singing and
acting. An amateur group, fired by the desire to keep up
morale, took over and ‘the show went on’ until the siege was
raised. But dark days followed for the Manoel.

With the arrival of the British the Theatre came to life again and

throughout the first half of the nineteenth century there was
a nine-months season of opera each year from September to
May. There were nights of splendour, like the fourth of
December 1838, when this jewel-box of a theatre shone in
all its pristine glory when Queen Adelaide, widow of King

William 1V, came with cheers, anthems and a guard of honour
to see a performance of ‘Lucia di Lamermoor’.

Strangely it was the very prosperity of the latter years of the

nineteenth century which brought the eclipse of the Manoel
Theatre. The large garrison, the fleet, and an increasing number
of tourists, rendered the theatre inadequate. In 1861 it became
private property. With the proceeds of the sale a new Opera
House was built and Grandmaster Antonio Manoel de Vilhena's
little house fell into disuse. For a period it was a dosshouse

for begars. And then, suddenly, some of the old glory returned
when the Royal Opera Ilouse was destroyed by fire in 1873.
Grand opera replaced the evicted beggars until the Opera House
was reconstructed and then the once loved little place

in Theatre Street looked to be on its deathbed. It served, fitfully,
as dance hall and, in this century, as cinema.

But then, once more, the fate of the Opera House brought revival

to the Manoel. The former was completely destroyed in the
Second World War. Dreams of bringing the Manoel back to
life turned to reality when the Malia Government acquired
the building in response to public appeals. Experts from Britain
and Italy were called in and under their supervisioi: and with
loving care the delicate process of restoration was carried out
by Maltese artisans.

All sorts of technical improvements were made on stage and back stage,

Came

with the lighting and an enlarged orchestra pit. Comfortable
stalls replaced the old wooden seats and there was a rearrange-
ment of boxes. But, in particular, the once lovely decoration
of the auditorium was restored from behind the grime and
whitewash and even paint which had for so long hidden the
theatre’s beauty. Inch by inch the great ceiling with its 22 carat
gilding was restored; the dozens of tiny attractive panels and
paintings which decorated the tiers of boxes were brought to
life again. This jewel box of great warmth and beauty glowed
with a radiance deeply moving to those who had seen their
theatre in distress. More than two hundred thousand pounds
sterling were spent on re-acquisition and restoration.

one splendid December night in 1960 and a grand opening
performance — the famous Ballet Rambert company’s pre-
sentation of ‘Coppelia’. And on all sides there were gasps of




delight as the audience walked in to find this new and shining
jewel in Malta’s national heritage.

‘The Manoel’ is now officially Malta’s National Theatre. The duties

of the early Protettores are now entrusted to a Management
Committee who run the theatre on a non-profit basis. Under
their guidance the theatre has maintained a very high standard.
International celebrities who have graced its stage include the
like of Yehudi Menuhin, Rostropovitch, Boris Christoff,

Leon Goosens, Richter, the Berlin State Opera Ballet; Sir
Donald Wolfit, Margaret Rutherford, John Neville, Louis
Kentner, Moura Lympany, John Ogdon, Ram Gopal and a

host of others, to say nothing of a great deal of local talent

including distinguished concerts by the Manoel Theatre's
resident orchestra.

By the end of this International Arts Festival a whole gallery of famous

names will have been added to those who have graced the Manoel
— solo performers and companies from many nations taking
part in this Festival organised for the Ministry of Education and
Cultuure by the theatre’s Management Committee whose only
reward is the satisfaction of their devotion to the furtherance of
that enterprise first created by Grandmaster Manoel de Vilhena
‘for the honest recreation of the people’.

Victor Lewis.

Are you visiting
the city today...

. and want
somewhere to
meet your wife

or business associates.
Then why not
choose the Pegasus
Bar, where the world
reputedly passes
by-being at the
centre of all that’s
best in life on
the Island,

Drink in the cool
atmosphere of the
Pegasus — and enjoy a
light snack.

Hotel

PHOENICIA

One of the great hotels of the Mediterranean

The Mall, Floriana
Telephone 25241
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Whatever
your air freight problem,
we can solve it.

Clearing and —J
forwarding agents
Insurance and travel agents

Ships agents

Automobile association
representatives

IATA approved agents

Thos. C. Smith
and Company Ltd.
12 Christopher St, Valletta

Telephone 28180-25071

Telegrams Smith Malta
Telex MW272
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Pongale
soda,poca
omucha,
dalo
mismo
con |

Eche el Vat {9

y déle al sifon.

Por muchas burbujas
que se formen
permanecerd intacta la
combinacion sutil de
sabores que hacen de
este whisky escocés
algo fuera de lo |
corriente i

i
VAT G9)

BLENDED SCOTCH WHiISKY 86.8
Distribuidores :

Distributors:

JOHN PORTELLI & CO.
47, CROSS ROAD MARSA.

Branch:
175, MERCHANT STREET,

VALLETTA.
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Australia
Bulgaria
Gzechoslovakia
Denmark
France
Germany
Holland
India

-

e i

Israel

Italy
| Malta

Roumania
(Bucharest)

Spain
United Kingdom
USA
Venezuela




