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STAMPA TAL-QOXRA:

L-istampa tal-Qoxra turi I-Kwadru
Mirakuluz li minnu I-Madonna Ta’ Pinu kellmet
lit-twajba Karmela Grima fit-22ta’ Gunju, 1883.
Dan, il-kwadru, xoghol il-pittur Amadeo
Perugino, tpitter fis-sena 1619. Din ix-xbieha
tal-Madonna giet inkurunata mlil-Kardinal
Alessio Lepicier fl-1935.
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Il-K elma tar-Rettur

“Missierna li inti fis-smewwiet, jitqaddes ismek, tigi saltnatek”. “Qaddisa Marija Ormm
Alla, itlob ghalina midinbin”: dawn huma Zewg siltiet minn Zewg talbiet, wakida maghimula
minn Alla u I-ofira minn Ommna I-Knisja Mqaddsa; Zewg siltiet li juru éar x’ghandu ffittex il-
bniedem fid-dinja u kemm huma kbar id-diffikultajiet li jiltaga’ maghhom sabiex jikseb dak li
ghalih huwa mahlug. '

Kif ighallimna Sidna Gesa, il-bniedem ghiandu jfittex u jhabrek sabiex Alla li alqu jkun
imfhhar, adurat u rringrazzjat ta’ dak kollu li jaghimel mieghu u ghandu jhabrek ukoll sabiex is-
saltna Tieghu tinfirex kullimkien, fi qlub il-bnedmin kollha. Din it-twissija jew stedina li
ghamel Sidna Gesn lill-Appostli ghiadha 'l bogkod hafna mir-realizzazzjoni taghha, ghaliex
ghalkemm Sidna Gesa gharraf b’mod I-aktar éar in-necessita li t-taghlim tieghu jasal ghand kull
persuna, independentement mill-kulur jew kundizzjoni socjali tieghu, ghad hawn fid-dinja
kwazi Zewg terzi tal-umanita li dan it-taghlim ghadhom ma semghuhx jew semghuh u ma
lagghiuhx.

Briala nsara li diga ngawdu I-frott li jhalli fina t-taghlim li I-Missjunarju taghna wasslilna
minghand Gesu nnifsu, akina wkoll fid-dmir li fié-¢irkustanzi li nkunu fihom, inkabirku sabiex
jitqaddes kullimkien I-Isem t'Alla u Saltnatu tinfirex ma’ kull rokna tad-dinja. Naturalment
mhux kulfiadd huwa msejjahi sabiex ihialli daru jew art twelidu Ralli jafidem ghas-saltna t’Allau
Jorsi nsibuha bi tgila jew nakisbu li mhix fil-linja taghna li afina wkoll nafidmu biex inwettqu din
il-missjoni. Izda dan jista’ jsir b’ghadd kbir ta’ modi. Bla ghadd huma dawk li jistghu jservu
ghalina ta’ mudell. Fosthom naraw tispikka lill-Imgaddsa Vergni Marija. Marija hija I-akbar
missjunarja tas-Saltna t’Alla u l-agwa mudell ghal min ikun irid jafidem ghaliha. Kienet hi I
ewwel persuna li emmnet fi Kristu, I-Iben ’Alla, kienet Hi li hiaddnitu u gabitu lilna fid-dinja,
kienet Hi li haditu ghall-ewwel missjoni tieghu sabiex iqaddes lil Gwanni fi idan Elizabetta,
kienet Hi minn ta’ l-ewwel li ghenitu fil-hajja pubblika tieghu, kienet Hi li assistietu fuq il-
Kalvarju fis-Sagrifié¢cju tieghiu ghall-Umanita, kienet Hi li mliet bil-kuragg lill-appostli li fil-
bidu tal-hidma taghhom ghat-tixrid tat-taghlim tas-Salvatur tagkina Gesa Kristu. U ghad li hija
{lum tinsab tgawdi fis-sema I-frott tal-fiidma taghha fuq l-art, hija ghadha u tibga’ dejjem dik il-
kewkba li tmexxi lil dawk li jwasslu I-A Aibar it-Tajba lill-bredmin, hija tibga’ dejjem dik I-omm
li tghin fit-twelid u fit-taghlim tal-fidili, tkompli ssafifiak il-fidi taghhom u tkun ghalihom ta’
Kenn u konsolazzjoni fid-diffikultajiet u l-persekuzzjonijiet li jistghu jiltagghu maghhom.

IZda biex niksbu din I-ghajnuna jefitieg li nirrikorru lejHa, nuru I-fiducja tagfina fiHa biili
nitolbuHa u nitolbuHa ta’ spiss: “Qaddisa Marija Omm Alla, itlob ghalina midinbin”. Zgur li I-
agwa u l-efifef talba ghal kulfiadd hija dik it-talba li gewwa Fatima riedet li jkun it-titlu taghha,
ir-Ruiarju. U biex permezz tieghu akina niksbu qawwa missjunarja u s-Saltna t’Alla tinfirex
kullimkien, jehtteg li ma nghiduhx fix-xahar ta’ Ottubru biss, ix-xahar imsejjahi tar-Ruzarju, iu
li fih isir ukoll talb specjali ghall-Missjoni, imma fil-jiem kollha tas-sena u nghiduh bid-
devozzjoni u I-meditazzjoni li tisthioqqlu.

B’dan il mod inkunu gqeghdin nitolbu ghal kulfiadd, u barra li akina stess nikbru fl-
imfiabba ’Alla, inkunu nservu wkoll ta’ strument u ta’ ghajnuna Falli anke I-bnedmin l-okira
Jjsiru jiobbuH bhalna.
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INNOLOGIJA MARJANA

Mill-
Ecc. T. Mons.
Isqof N. Cauchi

(22a) ll-Madonna fil-Poezija Maltija sa Tmiem is-Seklu Dsatax

Nittawlu fil-gasam ta’ |-istorja tal-Lette-
ratura Maltija, mhux minghajr tixjira biza’,

ghaliex hawnhekk Rafna huma d-diffikul- -

tajiet u ftit wisq il-gwidi li jistghu jmexxu-
na. Tabilhaqg li hemm hafna materjal
siewi dwar il-Letteratura Maltija, ippubbli-
kat f'xi rivisti jew migbur f'antologiji ta’
proza u ta’ poezija, bhal per ezempju,
bijografiji ta’ kittieba tal-Malti, introduzzjo-
nijiet u kummenti dwar ix-xoghlijiet
taghhom, ec¢.; izda ghadu ma giexf'idejna
ktieb miktub f'ilsienna, li tista’ tgisu bhal
storja tal-Letteratura Maltija, imgassma
b’ordni kronologiku u li tigbor fiha, ghall-
inqas it-taghrif essenzjali dwar il-produz-
zjoni letterarja kollha ta’ pajjizna sa miz-
zminijiet |-iktar imbeghda.

ll-hsieb taghna huwa li nitkellmu biss
dwar il-poezija marjana u bil-ghan i
nevitaw omissjonijiet li jistghu joffendu lil
xi hadd, kif ukoll biex ma niehdux wisq fit-
tul, ser inhallu barra apposta, il-poeti
kollha lighadhom hajjin u nillimitawrufina
biss ghal dawk li mietu u li x-xoghlijiet
stampati taghhom gew f’idejna.

L-EWWEL PASSI

Forsi I-ahjar mod kif nidhlu ghas-suggett
taghna, huwa li nikkwotaw dak li jghidilna
dwar il-bidu tal-poezija Maltija, il-maghruf
poeta nazzjonali Dun Karm Psaila, fit-
“Tahdita fuq il-Poezija Maltija”, (GUZE
AQUILINA, “Antologija ta’ Proza Maltija” |
Vol. pag. 92). “Qabel dan iz-zmien li
semmejna, jigifieri I-ewwel ghoxrin sena
tas-Seklu Dsatax, ma kienx hawn poezija
Maltija miktuba u stampata; biss kienu jin-
stemgnu xi ghanjiet mahdumin, imgabblin
mill-poplu, li xi rgiel u xi nisa kienu jghan-
nuhom mal-kitarra jew ma’ xi orgni ta’ i
idejn fix-xtut tal-bahar u f'xi festi popolari
bhal nhar Lapsi. Ghanjiet ta’ mhabba wkoll
kienu jghannu z-zghazagh fil-berah tar-
raba’, fit-trigat jew fid-djar wagqt id-deffa
tax-xoghol."”

Dun Karm isemmi bhala “eécezzjoni
wahda” l-odi jew ghanja qasira f'gieh il-
Gran Mastru Nikola Cottoner, ta’ Gann
Frangisk Bonamico (1639-1680). Maghha
forsi nistghu nzidu eécezzjonijiet ofira bhal
versi ta’ Pietro Caxaro ta’ madwar nofs is-
seklu hmistax (OLIVER FRIGGERI, “lI-
Ktieb tal-Poezija Maltija” | Vol. pag. 39,
167), iz-zewg kurunelli f'gieh San Mikiel u
Sant’Anna, miktubin fi-1730 u fl-1741 (G.
CASSAR PULLICINO, “Kitba w Kitbiet tal-
Malti”’. L-ewwel ktieb p. 14), is-sunett tal-
Kanonku Agius De Soldanis tal-1758 (G.
Cassar Pullicino, op. cit. 75), il-versi ta’
Dun Feli¢ Demarco miktubin fI-1760 (G.
Cassar Pullicino, op. cit. p. 91). Minn dawn
koltha tinteressana biss il-kurunella [il
Sant’Anna peress li fiha xi riferenzi ghall-
Madonna. .

TALB F'SURA TA’ POEZIJA -

Rigward il-poezija religjuza miktuba bil-
Malti, nistghu nghidu li ghalkemm |-
eqdem fdalijiet taghha li nafu bihom fi zgur
huma dawk tas-seklu tmintax, izda
m’hemmx dubiju li hija kienet tezisti ferm
gabel. Tabilhaqq li fil-bidu taghha din il-
poezija ma kenitx ta’ livell ghioli, u kienet
tikkonsisti aktarx f'talb jew kurunelli, li
jinghadu jew jitkantaw b'xi ritmu jew -
tagbil.

Guze Cassar Pullicino, (Kitba w Kittieba
tal-Malti; L-ewwel Ktieb, p. 15)
jiddistingwi zewg ghamliet ta’ dan it-talbu
jaghtina ezempju ta’ kull wahda minnhom:
“Hemm f'kull pajjiz, zewg xorta ta’ talb: it
talb popolari li n-nies twajba gie li jsawru
huma nfushom u mbaghad ighadduh lil ta’
warajhom...hemm talb iehor li jinkiteb jew
jinghad | ecwwcl darba mill-qassis jew
mill-bniedem ta‘ I-iskola ghall-gid ta’ I-
erwieh it-twajba”. Il-poezija religjuza
wkoll tista’ tkun dik popolari li tofirog mill-
fantasija u mill-galb tal-poplu nisrani, u dik
li jkun fiha kontenut jew messagg
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teologiku iktar gholi u tkun xoghol ta’ xi
membru tal-Kleru jew nies ofra ta’ ¢erta
kultura. \

Ezempju tal-poezija tradizzjonali tal-
poplu Malti, b’suggett religjuz huma l-versi
jew tagbil li I-antiki taghna kienu jirrecitaw
f'okkazjonijiet diversi, bhal ma huwa t-
thannin, jew strofi li kienu jghannu n-
nanniet jew l-ommijiet biex iragqdu lit-
trabi zghar. F'dan it-thannin (ara dak
migbur minn G. Cassar Pullicino “Kitba w
Kittieba bil-Malti”, lt-Tieni Ktieb, I-ewwel
tagsima p. 13), l-omm u t-tarbija taghha
huma mxebbhin mal-Madonna u Binha
Gesu.

Imbaghad bhRala ezempju tal-ahhar
ghamla ta’ poezija religjuza bil-Malti,
Cassar Pullicino jsemmiina zewg kurunelli
miktubin minn Dun Frangisk WZZINO, li
kien konfessur ta’ I-Isqof Paolo Alpheran
de Bussan. Dawn il-kurunelli jinsabu
f'manuskritt tal-Bibljoteka, Nru. 23 fit-
tlettax-il volum ta’ li ""Stromata Meliten-
sium’’ li kien gabar Ignazio Saverio Mifsud.
(“Kitba w Kittieba tal-Malti”’, L-ewwel
ktieb, p. 14). Ser ingibu xi siltiet zghar miil-
kurunella lil Sant’‘Anna fejn tissemma I-
Vergni Marija:

“Sant’Anna, Omm Marija
ftlob lil Bintek ghalija.
Sant’Anna lil Marija b'halibek
: reddajtha
B’qalbek habbejtha.
Sant’Anna ferhana fl-agunija
Ghax f'idejn Bintek Marija.
Bil-galb inAobbuk o Sant’Anna
Marija ssejjahlek Matri, Gesl
jsejjahlek Nanna.”

POETI TAS-SEKLU DSATAX

Bhala poeti bikrin tas-seklu dsatax,
Mons. Psaila, fit-tahdita |i ghaliha
ghamilna riferenza fil-bidu, (G. Aquilina,
“Antologija ta’ Proza Maltija” I vol., pp. 96-
104), isemmilna erba’: Il-Kanonku
Ludoviku Mifsud Tommasi, li huwa
jsejjahlu ""ic-Chaucer tal-Letteratura
Maltija”, il-Professur Gian Anton Vassallo
(1817-1867), Dwardu Cachia (1853-
1907), u I1-Kavallier Guze Muscat
Azzopardi (1853-1927). Minndawn |-erba’
poeti, giet f'idejna poezija marjana, kemm
minn ta’ l-ewwel tnejn kif ukoll minnta’l-

ahhar wiefied imsemmi,; nghidu ghalhekk
xi haga dwarhom u maghhom inzidu anke
Hl Patri Indri Schembri.

II-Kanonku Ludovik Mifsud Tommasi
twieled fBormla madwar is-sena 1795.
Lahaq sacerdot kif ukoll kanonku tal-Kol-
leggjata ta’ Bormla u iktar tard Monsinjur
tal-Katidral. Barra mill ghallem fis-Seml-
narju ta’ I-lmdina u wara f'dak ta’ San Kal-
¢idonju tal-Furjana, Mifsud Tommasi fl-
1834 fetah skola fil-Belt Valletta ghat-
taghlim tal-Filosofija, Letteratura u lingwi.
Kiteb mhux biss poeziji bit-Taljan, kif
kienet moda fi 2zmienu, izda wkoll bi
Isienna. Beda jistampa kurunelli bil-Maiti
sa mis-sena 1835. Hu kien ihallas ghali-
hom minn butu u mbaghad igassamhom
lin-nies, aktarx b'xejn. (G. Cassar Pullicino,
“Kitba w Kitbiet'" Il ktieb, | Tagsima, p. 47).
FI-1853, ippubblika {-ktieb “L-Inni
Maaddsa” u kellu lest ktieb iefior li baga’
ma stampahx, “L-Ghana tan-Nisrani".

Rev. Dr. Ludovico Mifsud Tommasi

Kompla jippubblika l-poeziji tieghu fil-
"“Habbar Malti”’ sal-1878, ghad li kien
ghama fi xjuhitu. Miet fl-imdina fit-23
t'Ottubru 1879. Guzé Cassar Pullicino, fl-
ewwel tagsima tat-tieni kiieb, li kkwotajna
hafna drabi {pp. 68-72) jaghtina lista ta’
kurunelli miktuba mill-Kanonku Mifsud .
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Tommasi. Minn dawn hemm iktar minn
ghaxra ddedikati lill-Vergni Marija, tafit id-
diversititli li bihom hija megjuma. Fosthom
hemm waflida lil Sidtna Marija Vergni
mwegggha fid-Dar taghha ta’ Loretuy,
titular tal-parrocca ta’ Ghajnsielem fil-
gzira t'Ghawdex (1872).

Gananton Vassallo twieled il-Belt
Valletta, fis-6 ta’ Gunju 1817. ll-genituri
tieghu kienu Vincenzo u Marija Vassallo.
BRala ghalliema kellu lil Dun Pietru Pawl
Psaila, u Dun Guzepp Zammit Brighella.
Kien jaf jitkellem u jikteb b’diversi ilsna
fosthomit-Taljan, il-Franciz, u I-Gharbi. Ha
[-lawrja ta” Avukat mill-Universita ta’
Malta fejn kien ghamel il-kors tal-Ligi u
temmu fl1-1842. GRiamel xi xhur imsiefer fl-
Egittu. Gie mahtur surmast tat-Taljan fil-
Liceo fl-1850 u tlettax-il sena wara Hha -
kattedra tal-istess lingwa fl-Universita.

Gananton Vassallo

Beda jikteb poeziji bil-Malti fI-1842. Bhala
xoghlijiet ta’ proza bit-Taljan u bil-Malti,
jittratta dwar I-istorja ta’ Art Twelidu u
dwar l-istorja Sagra tar-Rabta |-Gdida.
Miet fit-28 ta’ Marzu 1868 u difnuh fil-
Knisja' tal-Karmnu. Huwa l-agwa poeta

liriku Malti ta” Zzmienu, izda huwa maghruf
hafna wkoll ghall-poema epiku “li-Gifen
Tork” miktubfl-1842 u ppubblikatfl-1852.
(G. AQUILINA, “lI-Muza Maltija”, 4 ediz.,
p. 13).

Dan il-poema jirrakkonta I-grajja ta’
meta xi Isiera Maltin li kienu gaddiefa fug
xini torka rnexxielhom jaharbu, wara |i
ghamlu weghda lill-Madonna tal-Melliehia
u kif bl-ikbar gima, wettqu I-weghda tagh-
hom. Minn din il-poezija nisiltu t-talbata’ |-
ilsiera lill-Madonna:

“Ja Madonna tal-Mellieha,
Isma’ t-talb ta’ {-imjassrin!
Li nehilsu minn dal-jasar
Itlob 'l Ibnek il-Hanin!
Agfimel int, ghall-Aniena tieghek,
L'ahna nibgghu rebbehin!
Hadd ghalxejn Lilek ma talab,
Gmiel u hena tas-smewwiet!
Quddiem Alla, ja Marija,
Kelma tieghek dejjem swiet.
Lil min b'galbu talab Lilek
lt-thennija dejjem giet.

Int reggghana gewwa Malta,
Bint Sant’Anna, u Omm Hanina!
Biex inkissru dawn il-ktajjen
SahhRa, galb u gawwa tinal
Biex nehilsu minn dal-jasar
Inti biss trid tkun ghalinal
lI-Ralib tal-hniena tieghek
Dejjem xtered ghall-miskin
Qatra minnu biss jixtiequ
Fuq irjushom I-imjassrin!
Qatra minnu tkun bizzejjed
Biex inkunu mehlusin”!”

Indri Schembri twieled Hal-Luga fl-1 ta’
Settembru 1805. Gie ordnat sacerdot fl-
1839 u wara mar jistudja Ruma u sar
Gizwita. Mill-1845 sal-1852 kien ighaliem
fil-kullegg 1 I-Gizwiti kienu fethu fl-
Imdina. Imbaghad siefer lejn {-Algier biex
iweltag xoyghol pastorali fost f-emigranti
Maltin ta’ dik il-belt. Kiteb innijiet u poeziji
bil-Malti biex ighin lil hutu [-Maltin
izommu |-Regga ta’ twemminhom nisrani.
FI-1864 ippubblika dawn il-versi fi ktieb I
jgib I-isem “Gemgha ta’ Kliem Imgaddes
li jinghad mill-Maltin ta" I-Algier”. |-
poeziji tieghu jixbhu hafna lil dawk ta’
Mifsud Tommasi u bhalhom ghandhom

tkompli fpagna 119
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It-Twelid tal-Madonna

fil-Liturgija

Wahda mill-festi kbar tal-Madonna hija
tat-Twelid Taghha, li I-Knisjati¢celebra fit-
8 ta’ Settembru.

Ir-raguni ghaliex il-Knisja ticcelebra din
il-festa tat-Twelid fit-8 ta’ Settembru
wiehied assoltament ma jafx. H-bidu
taghha bhall-festi |-kbar Marjani nsibuh
fil-Lvant, probabbli fil-Palestina, u forsi
f'Gerusalemm.

lt-Twelid u I-Rajjatal-Madonna mhollijin
mill-Vangeli hallew nies hergana biex
ikunu jafu aktar dwar il-Madonna. Biex
wiehed isewwi dan in-nuqgas twieldu
Aafna Apokrifi differenti, I-iktar li tispikka
ghal xi zmien u ta’ importanza huwa I-
maghruf ProtoVangelu ta’ San Gakbu
ghall-ahiRar tat-tieni seklu. Imma fi zmien
Santu Wistin, zgur li ma kenitx tezisti I-
festa liturgika u partikulari tat-Twelid tal-
Madonna (Sermo 292, de Sanctis: PL. 38,
{320).

Mill-lKAN. DUN NIKOL VELLA APAP

Ftit wara |-Kon¢ilju ta’ Efesu (431) u ta’
Kal¢cedonja (451) ix-xbieha ta’ "Deipara”
{Omm Alla) dehret quddiem ii-Knisja fil-
kobor taghha, u giet mal-festi Marjani
Magguri anki dik tat-Twelid Taghha.!

Id-dic¢itura “‘Tal-Martirologju Geronim-
jan’’ “Nativitas S. Mariae, Matris Dei"" juri
bic-car il-kobor tar-raguni teologika ta’ din
i¢-celebrazzjoni. Hafna priedki patristici fl-
ewwel post I-Orjentali jfahfru t-Twelid tal-
Madonna (izda mhux kollha huma
awtentic¢i). -Hekk San Proklu ta’
Gerusalemm {m. fl-447) PG. 65, 680sgg)u
Romano |-Melode, minn fost il-poeti kbar
liturgici-Bizantini (ca. 560) ifissirha b’versi
skond il-Protovangelu ta’ Gakbu (J.B. Pitra,
Analecta Sacra, |, Venezja 1876). Ghal S.
Andrea ta’ Kreta (740) il-festa tat-Twelid
tal-Madonna hija ta' tradizzjoni qadima
{ara L-4 Sermoni ghal din il-festa. PG. 97,
805-82).2

Zuccari: 1t-Twelid tal-Vergni Marija. Fil-Knisja tal-""Madonna del Piano"’, Capramica
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ll-festa tat-Twelid tal-B.V. Marija bdiet
fil-Lvant u b'hRafna probabilita f'Gerusa-
lemm lejn is-seklu V fejn dejjem kienet
Rajja t-tradizzjoni tad-Dar fejn twieldet il-
Vergni Marija. ll-festa bdiet probabilment
bit-twaqgqif ta’ knisja il Marija RAdejn il-
pixxina Probatika fejn it-tradizzjoni
tingabar mas-Santwarju tal-lum ta’
Sant’Anna.’

ll-festa tat-Twelid tal-Madonna nibtet fl-
Orjent. lI-Papa Sergio (687) isemmiha fost
I-erba’ festi ta” |-lmgaddsa Vergni Marija u
li kienet tezisti fi zmienu u li I-lmperatur
Mawrizju (5682-602) kitibha ma’ dik ta’ I-
Annunzazzjoni, Purifikazzjoni, u I-
Assunzjoni. San Bonifa¢ju dahhalha fil-
Germanja.*

L-iktar dokumenti godma li jfakkru din il-
festa jigu mis-seklu VI. San Romanu I-Kbir
liriku ekkiezjastiku tal-Knisja Griega, kiteb
innu (Card. Pitra “Hymnog. Graeca. Paris
1876, 199) poetiku tal-vangelu apokrifu ta’
S. Gakbu. 8. Romanu kien minn Emesa fis-
Sirja, djaknu ta’ Berytus, u wara fil-knisja
Blachunae fKonstantinopli. Dan I-innu
kien kitbu bejn is-snin 536-556 (P. Maas f'
“Byzant. Zeitschrift”, 1906).

li-festa setghet originat ruhha x'imkien
fis-Sirja jew il-Palestina fil-bidu tas-sekiu
Vi fejn wara I-Kond¢ilju ta’ Efesu, taht I-
influwenza ta’ “Apocrypha”, il-kult lejn
Omm Alla kien Rafna mifrux |-iktar fis-
Sirja.s

F'Ruma, il-festa dahilet iejn nofs is-seklu
VII, bil-festa tal-Purifikazzjoni, Annunzjaz-
zjoni, u Assunzjoni ta’ Marija, bil-hidma
tal-Monac¢i Orjentali li f'din [-epoka
emigraw fi gruppi minn artijiet tal-Lvant
minfiabba |-hakma Mawmettana.®

Fi Franza nsibu mnizzlafil-kalendarju ta’
Sonnatius, Isqof ta’ Reims (614-631).
F'Ruma, is-Sacramentarju Gelasjan (Il, 54,
ed. Mohiberg nn. 1016-1019) igib tliet
talbiet tal-quddiesa. II-"‘Liber Pontificalis”
{ed. Duchesne, I, 378), f'nofs is-sekiu Vil
jikkonsidraha diga tezisti.”

Bhala test tal-vangelu sar generalment
il-grajja tal-Vizitazzjoni (Lc. |, 39-47),
mghejjun wara bil-geneologija ta’ Mt. |,
1.16. ll-lezzjoni tbiddlet hafna sa S. Piju V.
fi-tixrid tal-festa mexa bil-mod u mhux

kullimkien l-istess. Fil-Martirologju dahlet
dritt. Isemmiha Beda fil-Martyr. Poeticum
u dak Storiku (PL. 94, 605, 1037). Adone
fil-"Libellus de Festivitatibus SS. Aposto-
lorum (PL. 123, 201-202), Usuardu fil-
Martirologju tieghu li huwa bazi ta’ dak
Ruman (Acta SS. Junii, Anversa 1715, p.
486). Fil-Can. 20 tal-Kon¢ilju ta’ Reims,
taht Sonnazio (630} it-Twelid tal-Madonna
huwa mnizzel bhala jum ta’ festa. (Mansi,
X, p. 599), hekk ukoll fis-Sinodu ta’
Reisbach-Frisinga (791). Can. 10; Hefelc-
Leclerg, lll, p. (107); waqt li tonqos fl-
elenku tal-jiem ta’ S. Bonifacju, u fil-
Koné¢ilju i-Kbir tar-riforma ta’ Magonza,
tas-sena 813. Anki Amalario, fil-kitbiet
tieghu numeruzi ma jsemmi xejn.8

Sant’Andrea ta’ Kreta fil-bidu tas-seklu
VIl ippriedka hafna Omeliji fuq din il-festa
{Lucius-Anrich, “Anfange des Heiligenkul-
tus, Tubigen. 1906, 468). Ma hemmx provi
ghaliex giet maghzula t-8 ta’ Settembru
bhala data. lI-Knisja ta’ Ruma bdiet tuzaha
ghas-seklu VIl u originata mil-Lvant.®

Sergio | (687-701) ghamel il-litanija u I-
purcissjoni ghal din il-festa (PL. CXXVIIL
897 sqq.).

Billi I-grajja tat-Twelid hija maghrufa
biss mill-ghejjun Apokrifi, il-Knisja Latina
mxiet bil-mod biex taécéetta din il-festa
Orjentali. Hija matidhirx f'hafna kalendarji
li fihom il-festa ta’ I-Assunzjoni e.g. il-
Gotiku, dak ta’ Luxenil, il-kalendarju
Toledan tas-sekli X, u I-kalendarju Mozara-
biku. li-Knisja ta’ Angers fi Franza tghid li
S. Mawrilju waqqaf il-festa fAngers
f'konsegwenza ta’ rivelazzjoni madwar is-
sena 430. Fil-lejl tat-8 ta’ Settembru ragel
sema’ I-Angli jkantaw fis-sema u meta
stagsa r-raguni huma qalulu li geghdin
jifirAu ghaliex twieldet il-Madonna f'dak il-
lejl. Imma din it-tradizzjoni mhix imsahha
bi provi stori¢i.°

Mis-seklu Xl din il-festa bdiet tikseb
dejjem importanza, hekk li kellha ““Ottava’’.
Din giet imwaqgfa mill-Papa innocenzju IV
fl-1243 fuq vot li ghamlu I-Kardinali fil-
Konklavi tal-1241 meta ghal tliet xhur il-
Kardinali eletturi gew mixhuta I-habs u
mizmuma prigunieri minn Federiku Il 1i-
Papa Girgor XI fl-1378ghamel il-vgililil din
il-festa u ftit wara ¢-c¢elebrazzjoni taghha
ghamilha solenni. ™
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F'Ruma, il-festa tat-Twelid tal-Madonna
baqghet solenni Rafna sa nofs is-seklu Xill
(Ordo rom. XI, ta’ Beneditt, Kanonku. PL.
78. 1052), u l-quddiesa Solenni Papali
kienet tigi ¢celebrata f'S. Adriano; fI-Ordo
Rom. XV, hija qalb il-festi li jeskiudi |-
Kongistorju (ibid. 1230).

Pietru Amelio (Ordo Rom. XV, Kap. 126,
ibid. 1344-45) jinnota wkoll il-vgili. Imma
fiz-zminijiet ‘imqallba ta’ Avignone, i¢-
¢elebrazzjoni Papali spicéc¢at.

Sistu V li rega’ ordna l-kappelli Papali
wagqgqgaf wahda ghat-8 ta’ Settembru, fil-
knisja ta’ S. Maria del Popolo li damet sa
mewtu (1590).

Alessandru Vil {li I-familja tieghu kellha
f'dik il-knisja |-kappella bil-qabar), rega’
wagqggaftha wara li spiccat il-festa tal-1665
u nzammet sal-1870.

‘Fil-Knisja ta’ S. Maria in Via f'dan il-jum
kien jitqassam I-ilma frisk minn bir li skond
it-tradizzjoni dehret tghum ix-xbieha tal-
Madonna fejn hemmhekk kienet
meqjuma.’?,

Ta’ min jinnota li I-lezzjoni tat-Tieni
Notturn li tinsab fil-Brevjar hija ta’ Santu
Wistin (Sermo 18 de Sanctis) minflok ta’ |-
Abbati Antperto Ambrogio (c. 787, cfr. Enc.
Catt. Vol. 2. Coll. p. 499-500).

lI-Papa Piju X ghamel il-festa Sempliéi,
bit-trasferiment tal-festa tad-Duluri fil-15
ta’ Settembru.13

I-Kopti fl-Egittu u I-Abbissini jicceleb-
raw it-Twelid ta’ Marija fl-1 ta’ Mejju u
jkomplu [-festa taht l-isem ta’ “lz-Zerrie-
gha ta’ Gakobb' ghal 33 jum. {Anal. Juris
Pont. XXI. 403). Huma wkoll jaghmlu t-
tifkira fl-1 ta’ kull xahar. H-Kopti Kattoligi
adottaw il-festa Griega, imma jzommuha
fl-10 ta’ Settembru (Nilles, “Kalman"’, I,
696, 706).14

Ir-riforma I-gdida fil-Kalendarju wara I-
Konéilju Vatikan Il tiddistingwi rufiha fi¢-
celebrazzjoni tal-Qaddisin fi tliet gradi.
Solennitd, Festa, u Tifkira Obbligatorja jew
Fakoltattiva.

Qabel ir-Riforma, i¢c-Celebrazzjoni tal-
Qaddisin kienet tinghazel bil-kelma
“Klassi”, espressjoni li ghalkemm hija
cara kienet hafna sekulariska.

ll-lum fil-Kalendarju, it-8 ta’ Settembru
“lt-Twelid ta’ I-Imgaddsa Vergni Marija”
hija maghduda bhala “Festa’” u wahda
mit-23 festi bid-data fissa.'®
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INNOLOGIJA MARJANA
Jjagbaq minn pagna 116

skop religjuz. Patri Schembri miet fis-26
tab Settembru 1872. Barra mit-traduzzjoni
tal-""Ave Maris Stella”, u |-ghanja popolari
tal-Milied “Ninni, ninni, la tibkix izjed",
Indri Schembri kiteb diversipoeziji marjani
originali. Din is-silta li gejja, hija mehuda
mill-poezija “‘Tifhir lill-Madonna” (G.
Cassar Pullicino, op. cit., it-tieni ktieb, I-
ewwel tagsima, pp. 63-66):

“Tant tixraglek u toqghodlok,

O Marija, din iz-zina,

Ghaliex inti I-Omm minn t'Alla,

GHhaliex int I-isbah Regdina.
Ghaliex Inti l-aktar_pura;
Ghaliex Int I-omm tad-duluri;

" -Ghaliex |-akbar qaddisa;

Jixirqulek dawn il-fjuri. _

Int zejjinha I-galb minn taghna,

O Marija, bil-qdusija, -

Hekk kif afina nzejnu lilek,

B’dawn il-fjur, o Marija.
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Zmien li Tizra’ u Zmien li Tahsad

Darba wiehed ragel stagsa lil wiehied bidwi xi jfiobb I-
iktar jekk hux li jizra" inkella jafisad. Dak wiegbu bia tlaglig
li jobghod jaghimilhom it-tnejn. Qallu wkoll ghaliex job-
ghodhom it-tnejn. Kemm biex tizra” u kemm biex tafisad
trid tbati.

Kemm biex tizra’ ukemm biextahsad huiebes imma jekk
ma tizrax ma tahfisadx u jekkk ma tafisadx ma tiekolx, ghax
ma ssib xejn mahzun. li-hsad hu zmien mehtieg ghall-
bniedem u f'hafna kulturi u anke festi ta’ religjonijiet
diversi jezistu sa minn zmien antik ¢celebrazzjonijietta’ ferh
u ta’ radd il-Rajr lil Sid il-Rolgien ghall-wi¢é tar-raba’. Anke
fil-Kotba Mgaddsa niltagghiu ma’ ligiiiet u festi marbuta
mal-hsad. Insibu lill-istess Kristu jitla” t-tempju ghal dawn
ic-celebrazzjonijiet. >

Ghalkemm il-bidwi ta’ l-istorja taghna gal i jobghod
jafisad imma zmien il-Asad hu Zmien ta’ ferh ghaliex dan
gisu l-premju ta” kemm wiehed ikun bata biex irnexxielu
jigbor il-wice.

Dan kollu nistghu nxebbhuh. mal-Rajja taghina ghaliex
bhal zerriegha li giet mizrugha trid tinAasad meta jasal
zmienha izda hemm ukoll Zmien ta’ stennija biex dak li
inzera’ JIKBER u mbaghad jinhasad. Ha nerga nigi ghall-
istorja li bdejt biha ghax ghadni ma rrakkontajthiex kollha.
-bidwi li kien jobghod jizra" u jahsad gal lil min kien
stagsieh: taf x'messek stagsejini wkoll? Ma’' dawn iz-zewg
hagiet jekk infobbx inkabbar dak li zrajt biex hekk nahisdu.
lzda Ra nerga’ nwiegbek, kompla l-bidwi, anke din il-Raga
nobghod naghimilha, imma i-aktar li nobghod minn dawn
it-tlieta hu li nkabbar. Tizra’ u Tahsad ma ddumx kieku
imma Tkabbar trid tbati u tistenna.

Tkabbar hi i l-iktar tieRAu zmien imma din turina wkoll
kemm sabifi u sinjur ser ikun il-Rsad, u nigi ghat-tkabbir
tal-Rajja taghna. Anke din irid f'hafna éirkustanzi Zmien
twil u fiafna drabi iebes biex tilhaq il-gofol taghha. li-bidwi
li jkabbar jara z-zerriegha li zera’ tinbet flimkien ma’ hafna
fiaxix hazin iefor. lsaffiha kemm-il darba, jaghzagha,
jisgiha, jikkuraha u din ix-xitla tibda tisbieh u trabbi r-rimja
tal-frotta taghiha. Meta |-frotta tibda tilRag, ix-xitla tibda
tisfar izda I-bidwi jghid dalwagt jasal il-hsad ghax il-ghan
tieghu ma kienx li jkollu xtieli sbieh imma frott sabif.

lt-tbatija tal-gisem anke tejn jidhol mard u xjufija,
tnixxef ix-xitla ta’ hajjitna izda fil-frieghi taghha tohrog il-
frotta taghha li ghalkemm tinfasad bii-tbatija imma
tingabar bil-hena minn Alla li zera’ u hasad imma halla
f'idejk stess biex tkabbar il-frotta li ser tgawdi int stess. Min
dan nispi¢caw biex nghidu: Hemm zmien biextizra’ uiefor
biex tafisad imma issa hu z-zmien i TKABBAR.

DUN GUZEPP CINL.
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i l-Karizma ta

It-Tieni Parti:

Bazi Dottrinali tal-“KARIZMA"’ tal-
“Grajja ta’ Pinu'":
Nru. 1 Karmni Grima ma rat xejn.
“SEMHGET " il-kliem: "Ejja...etc.

Marija $S., bRal kull persunagg Bibbliku
gaddis, hi "lI-Vergni li tisma’ (Marialis
Cultus No. 17).

Nru. 2. Karmni Grima ‘obdiet’ b'sens
ta’ fidi.

Marija, bhala ‘esperta’ fis-smiegh ial-
Kelma t'Alla tghalimet ‘l-ubbidjenza tal-
fidi’ (Rm. 1:5,26). Permezz tal-"Karizma
ta” Pinu”, Marija tghallem lilna wkoll
“Nisimghuha u Nobduha”.

Perd, “Nisimghuha” (li-Kelmat'Allau |-

vuci tal-Madonna), jekk b’galb safja u
dodéilita, inkunu “‘aware” mill-"arja’”’
imgangla u mimlija bil-Prezenza specjali
ta’ Marija li "tinhass’ f'ta’ Pinu. “"Nisim-
ghuha’”, jekk b’percezzjoni tal-fidi (faith
vision) inkunu disposti permezz “TAT-
TALB" (cfr. | Parti No. 3) ghal dak li jrid
ighidilna I|-Mulej b’vu¢éi misterjuza
(N.V.C.), izda hierga intonata b'akwistika
spedjali mill-Kappella tas-Santwarju; il-
aalb u i-fonti (ghajn) tal-kumpless kollu ta’
Pinu: Muntanja, Museum ta’ Karmni
Grima, ecc.
No. 3 KARMNI GRIMA ‘vergni ghas-
Saltna ta’ Alla”, imsahha b'intervent
soprannaturali, konness mal-misteru tal-
gawmien u tlugh fis-Sema ta’ Marija (punt
eskatologiku), ghexet I-iskop ahhari li, lejh
irridu ndawru kull hsieb taghna, viz. ix-
xewga u |-hsieb tal-genna; 1s-Salvazzjomni
ta’ dejjem.

ll-messagg pringéipali tal-Vangelu hulis-
“Saltna ta’ Alla waslet”, u diga geghda
fostna. Pero fi spirtu ta’ indiema u konver-
zjoni, geghdin nistennew il-"Perusia”
(avvent kontinwu).

“Crediamo in Dio che viene”. "'Nisten-
newk sa ma tigi fil-glorja.”

Minn DUN MIKIEL ATTARD

Fua din il-ha?i, fit-teologija spiritwali, I-
Istorja tas-Salvazzjoni, kemm dik
personali kemm dik kollettiva (tal-umanita)
hi deskritta bhRala “tensjoni eskatologika”
u mhux “tensjoni storika’’. Dan ifisser i,
it-taglib tal-istorja tad-dinja, is-‘social
upheaval’, f'kull Zmien u post huma
grajjiet ordinarji u komuni, u aliura, mezzi
komuni u ordinarji, fil-mixja taghna lejn
is-sema, pajjizna. Fl-akkwist tas-salvazz-
joni ta’ dejjem ma hemmx differenza
sostanzjali bejn Zzmien u iefor u (sa ¢ertu)
punt bejn pajjiz u iefor.

No. 4 Fl-aggornament tal-knisja fi
zmienna, mitlub mill-lspirtu s-Santu,
permezz tal-Konéilju Vatikan ll, tinghata |-
akbar prijorita lit-Talb Liturgilu u komuni-
tarju.

Marija SS.ma fl-1883 osservat il-
proc¢ess tal-"inkulturazzjoni’. Ghalhekk,
b'lingwagg popolari ghal dik |-epoka,
talbet lil Karmni Grima tirreéita b’'mod
individwali 3 Ave Maria. Bl-istess proéess
ta’ “inkulturazzjoni”’, nistghu, b'xi mod,
ninterpretaw, fiz-zmien taghna fI-1988, li
biex twassal IL-MESSAGG GHAT-TALB
f'Ta’" Pinu, il-Madonna kienet tuza xi
lingwagg bhal p.e. "I¢¢elebraw il-Liturgija
tas-Sighat” kuljum u b’mod partikulari, is-
Solennita tal-Assunzjoni; waqqfu xi
Komunita ta’ Talb; xi Prayer Group, ec¢.

No. 5 Fl-enciklika ‘“Redemptoris
Mater”, il-Papa prezenti jsemmi ‘orjenta-
menti’’ pastorali xjitwettqu matul is-sena
Marjana u biex jibqghu bRala frott (monu-
menti) ta’ din I-istess Sena Marjana. Din
“l-animazzjoni’’ mill-Papa tista’ tintrabat
ghallingas bl 3 modl mal-"Karlzma ta’
Pinua”. Cfr. Bullettin tal-Arcidjocesi ta’
Malta Nru, 56, pagna 45 (c).

“lI-Knisja” — inkluza dik ta’ GRawdex
(Malta) — hi mhegga mill-Papa sabiex
TFAKKAR (Hekku !-orjentament
Pontificju).

(@) "Fhkull ma hemm fl-imghoddi”;
mela "li-grajja ta’ Pinu hi xi Raga tal-
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imghoddi, i I-Papa jrid li tigi mfakkra.

(b) “Fl-imghoddi” li jaghti xhieda tas-
sehem, li Omm Gesu Kristu tat ghall-
opra tas-Salvazzjoni fi Kristu I-Mulej"".

Kemm qrar; kemm konverzjonijiet;
kemm vokazzjonijiet gew imsahha jew
preservati meta mhedda minn xi krizi
kemm tqarbin; kemm konfort spiritwali u
materjali; kemm inspirazzjonijiet; kemm
2wigijiet bdew u kemm familji gew salvati
mit-tifrik; kemm tishih fil-fidi u konver Zjo-
nijiet ghall-kattoli¢izmu jew ghal prattika

religjuza; kemm fidug¢ja fit-talb, fil-qawwa

tal-Grazzja, kemm progress spiritwali u
axxetiku, e¢¢; kemm hidmiet ofira tas-
SALVAZZJONI, imwettqa fil-kuxjenzi ta’
tant pellegrini li jzuru Ta’ Pinu; jew li ghali-
hom, bhalma huma  hafna emigranti
taghna, sar talb lil Alla ghalihom; jew anke
huma stess u ofirajn ‘il boghod minn artna,
talbu bl-interéessjoni ta’ Pinu.

lI-Grajja ta’ Pinu hi xhieda progressi-
vament hajja u dinamika tas-sehem i
Omm Gesu tat u geghda taghti ghall-opra
tas-salvazzjoni minn u fi Kristu Gesu:

X’'monument haj u benefiku tas-Sena
Marjana, hekk ghaziza ghal qalb il-Papa,
kieku, inAabirku sabiex jinbtu xi “vokaz-
zjonijiet”” b'Ta’ Pinu, jew jittieRdu ufficjal-
ment xi passi strutturali u organizzattivi
biex tinbeda u, bl-ghajnunata’ Alla tkompli
xi komunita f'ta’ Pinu.

(c) “li-Knisja” “Inkluza t'GhRawdex
(Malta)"* trid ukoll THEJJJ GHALL-GEJ-
JIENI, (Hekku animazzjoni ohra Papali). It-

triq ghal din il-KOOPERAZZJONI (bejn

Kristu — Marija — il-Knisja — ahna),
ghaliex it-tmiem tat-tieni elf sena wara
Kristu ged jiftah PROSPETTI GODDA.

*

X'inhum dawn il-prospetti godda?
Ma nistghux nithgazznu - jew nibgghu
indifferenti u passivi guddiem dan ic-
“challenge’ Kristjan u Ekklezjali.

* X'inhi taghmel il-Knisja/Ghawdxija
/Maltija, specjalment afina r-responsab-
bli u I-ofrajn impenjati fl-apostolat, sabiex
“tithejja’” gal dan il-gejjieni tat-tielet
milienju tal-Kristjanizmu?

Zminijiet godda; kulturi godda; sinjali
godda jitolbu orjentamenti u animazzjoni
godda.

* Min jaf, I-Ispirtu Qaddis ta’ Gesu
bediex “inebbahina” u “isugna’’, sabiex (i)
nistudjaw “in a prayerful mood"”, (ii) nizvi-
luppaw u (iii) inwettqu bil-qawwa tal-
grazzja u bl-interéessjoni ta’ Marija
Assunta u b’mizuri konkreti, is-sitt punti
{u oﬁrajn magﬁhom) li joRorgu mill “'Grajja
ta’ Pinu”, kif issemmew fl-ewwel parti ta’
dawn ir- nﬂess;onulet?

Bir-rispett kollu nissottometti dawn il-
hsibijiet lill-Awtorita Ekklezjastika u nitlob
il-koperazzjoni sinciera u kreativa ta’ huti
s-sacerdoti u tal-lajéi, Iujlsmrahoml -lspirtu.

's-Santu, sabiex (i) jimmeditaw dawn il-

punti, (ii) jizviluppawhom b’aktar dettalji u
“jagsmuhom” b’xi mod mal-popiu ta’ Alla
f'pajjizna, - (iii) ilkoll ‘‘Nittalbu’” hafna
grazzji, dawl u qawwa mill-Mulej Gesu.

U dan kollu {nirrepeti): Ghall-glorja ta’
Gesu: Ghall-gieh lil Ommu Marija; Ghal
hena u qdusija personalita’ dawk koltha"’
konéernati; Ghas-servizz tal-vangelu lil
ahwa kollha; u Ghal gawmien spmtwah
genwin u stabbli ta’ gziritna.

L-ERBGHA TAR-RMIED.
17 ta’ Frar, 1988.

L-Amministrazzjoni prezenti dejjem
hadmet sabiex fis-Santwarju Ta’ Pinu tinbe-
na xi kommunita maskili/femminili. Infatti
fis-sena 1958, mal-ordinazzjoni tar-Rettur,
tgassmet talba bil-ghan Ii jsir talb sabiex
titwaqgaf kommunita jew istitut Klerikali, Ii
I-ghan tieghiu jkun Ii jservi lis-Santwarju u
lill-pellegrini li jzuruh. Fis-sena 1970
twaqgqfet ukoll il-Pija Unioni Madonna Ta’
Pmu bil-ghan Ii m/nnha jimbtu Xxi vokazzjoni-
ukoll, bil-bona volonta kollha ukooperaZZ/o—
ni min-naha tas-Santwarju, sar.tentattiv
sabiex titwaqgqaf komunita ta’ Kontemplatti-
vi. 12da s’issa defjem irrizulta li, kif juru ¢-
cirkustanzi, ghadu ma wasalx iz-zmien I
ssehh din ix-xewqa, ghaliex s’issa l-ebda
persuna ma kienet disposta li tkun moghtija
totalment ghall-hidma fis-Santwarju.

Nittamaw Ii bit-talb u bil-ghajnuna t'Alla,
aktar ‘il quddiem, ikun hawn persuni li jkunu
bnedmin ta’ sagrifiééju, Ii jhobbu lill-
Madonna, u jridu verament iservu lis-
Santwarju.
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SULTANA TAL-HOLQIEN

Minn qabel ma sawwret I-Id t'Alla I-Rolgien
minn gabel ma beda jitkejjel iz-zmien,
u x-xejn kien isaltan fil hahh misterjus,
u kien Alla wahdu bla hlejjaq bla gnus,
Int wahdek Marija, fil-mofil tal-Mulej,
diga kont imfassla mudell ta’ i gej.

Kont mieghu, fi Asiebu, mill-bidu taz-zmien

kif gabad ihazzez, jippjanta I-Rolgien,

ghaliex tan-natura int kont il-mudell,

is-seher li mexxa I-id t'Alla I-pinzell.
Minn gmielek mar zewwag din I-art tal-bnedmin,
il-bahar, is-sema, il-kwiekeb gholjin.

Id-dinja gawwija li podga fix-xemx,

seragha minn wiééek li bhRalha zgur m’hemmx.

U I-ikhal tal-bahar, u n-nir tas-smewwiet,

f'ghajnejk dawn lemahhom, jilmaw bhal gawhriet.
Ix-xefaq li jhammar filghodu nirien,
ix-xefaq li jsafihar fl-ghaxija bl-ilwien,

Minn galbek silithom Omm taghna I-bnedmin
bl-imhabba huggiega ghalina imsejknin.
li-bjuda silgija fug qcacet i-gholjiet,
fid-dinja tal-qamar, jilmaw fis-smewwiet,
u s-safa ta’ I-ilma, jittajjar fiddien
mill-blat samm u gholi ghal gewwa l-widien,

Xebbahhom ma’ rufiek imnissla bla htija,

rebbieha fuq I-ghadu f'twelidek Marija,

il-hlewwa tal-fjuri f'kuluri mzewqin,

fil-gonna ta’ Mejju, bil-balzmu mfewhin,
ghalik Alla ghamilhom, hekk sbieki hekk helwin
biex gieh jaghtu lilek Omm taghna I-bnedmin

Dak koliu li halag ta’ gmiel u sabihi,

ghalik dan mar jaghmlu, sabiex jagfitik gieh,

ghax lilek ried jaghzlek il fug mill-Rolgien,

bla xebh il-wahdiena, fost kollox, f’kull zmien.
Hu jista’ fl-gherf tieghu, li johlog smewwiet,
wisq isbah wisq akbar, ta’ I-ofla hlewwiet.

Kapac¢i li jsawwar dinja ikbar u ahjar,
li jkattar il-glejjeb, tal-kwiekeb iz-zghar,
Hu jista’ lill-angli, izidilhom fid-dija,
ighollihom fis-setgha fil-gmiel u 1-gdusija,
ma le jista’ lilek, ftit iehor jaghtik,
ma’ dak |i ga ghandek biex aktar jaghinik.
Ghax lilek tak kollox, il-milja tal-gmiel,
li tieghu il-hlejjag, biss ghandhom xi hjiel.
JOHN CREMONA.

Poeiija Ii hadet it-Tieni Premju fil-Konkors ta’ PoezZija Marjana, imniedi mis-Santwarju ta’
Pinu ghall-okkazjoni tas-Sena Marjana.
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SANTWARJIJI MARJANI
F'GHAWDEX

™

Kitba ta’ MONS. CARMELQO SCICLUNA, Aréipriet tal-Katidral

(10) IL-KNISJA TAL-VIZITAZZJONI
JEW TAZ-ZEJT

Sa minn 2zminijiet |-iktar imbieghda
kienet tinsab imxerrda fir-rahal kollu ta’ |-
Gharb devozzjoni mhegga lejn il-misteru
taz-Zjara tal-Madonna lil garibitha Santa
Elizabetta u |i, ghall-grazzji kbar li kienet
ixxerred fug dawk kollha li kienu jitolbu I-
ghajnuna taghha, giet imsejhia “tal-Virta",

l-knisja tal-lum kienet mibnija fuq il-
fdalijiet ta’ knisja ofra gadima li kienet
giet megruda fl-24 ta’ Mejju 1657 minn
Mons. Isqof Balaguer. Dan I-istess Isqof
biex titkompla #in id-devozzjoni gadima ta
l-permess biex terga’ tinbena I-knisja fis-
17 ta’ Gunju, 1663. Fis-sena 1675 beda I-
bini li tkompla mill-gbir li sar mill-poplu
kollu ta’ dan ir-rahal sakemm spiééa fis-
sena 1678.

Fis-sena 1679 gie GhRawdex biex
jaghmel il-vizta flok Mons. Isqof Molina, il-
Vigarju tieghu, il-Kanonku Dun Duvik
Fammuncelli, u meta ra |-boghod li kellu
dan il-poplu mill-Knisja Matrici, illum il-
Katidral, talab lil dan I-Isqof biex jaghmilha
parrocéa. Dan laga’ t-talba ghax b'digriet
tieghu tad-29 ta” Awissu, 1679, din il-
Knisja tal-Vizitazzjoni giet imwagqgfa
parro¢ta. Din ll-knisja damet parrocca
kwazi b0 sena sakemm inbniet u tlestiet il-
knisja I-ofira, illum Kolleggjata.

Il Kwadru prin¢ipali ta’ din il-knisja, li
juri lill-Madonna ma’ I-gharus taghiha San
GUzepp milqugha minn Santa Elizabetta u
zewgha |-qassis Zakkarija, sar fl-1651 u
thallas minn Vitorja Micallef. lt-tradizzjoni
tghid li dan il-kwadru mirakoluz gie mtella’
darbtejn fil-knisja I-gdida u ta’ kull darba

I-Knisja taz-Zejt fl-GRarb

jerga” jinsab wahdu fejn kien gabel fil-
knisja I-gadima.

Din il-knisja tissejjah ta-Zejl ghax minn
taht iz-zuntier ta’ din il-knisja, f'Rofra li sa
ftit zmien ilu kienet ghadha tidher, kien
beda jgattar iz-zejt li |-fidili kienu jiehdu
minnu  wkoll fid-djar ghali-bzonnijiet
taghhom ta’ kuljum. Dan iz- zejt kien iservi
12’ medicina ghall-fejgan ta’ hafna mard.
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It-tradizzjoni tkompli tghid li billi wiehed
ragel ha minn dan iz-zejt mhux ghall-
htiega ta’ daru, imma wkoll biex jaghmel
negozju minnu, dan qata’ ghal kollox.
Warajh kien beda gej I-ilma u dam gej ghal
bosta snin tant li hafna mix-xjuh ta’ I-
Gharb ghadhom jiftakruh tajjeb. Imma billi
zew( familji Il kienu jingdew bih kellhom xi
tilwim bejnlethom, I-ilma wagqaf ukoll.

F'din il-knisja, jinsab kwadru ta’ |-
Annunzjazzjoni tal-Madonna li jinghad li
kien l-ewwel titular tal-kappelia ta’ Pinu,
illum Bazilika. Hemm zewg artali fil-gnub.
Dak tan-naha tal-lemin hu ddedikat lil
Santa Marija Madalena. Dan x’aktarx
twaqqgaf biex ma tieqafx id-devozzjoni li
kien hemm f'dan ir-rahal lejn din i{-gaddisa
penitenti li kellha wkoll kappelia mwaqqgfa
f'gienha bosta snin ilu fl-inRawi tad-
Dwejra. Dak tan-naha tax-xellug
imbaghad hu ddedikat lil San Frangisk ta’
Assisi.

F'dan is-Santwarju Marjan jinsabu
mwadqgfa |-istazzjonijiet tal-"Via Matris”
— devozzjoni l-iktar ghaziza lejn id-Duluri
tal-Vergni Mgqaddsa. FI-Atti tan-Nutar
Isidoru Xuereb tas-17 ta’ Jannar, 1857,
certu Guzeppi Cremona kien Halla legat
perpetwu ta’ hames skudi fis-sena biex
issir quddiesa kantata bil-priedka fuqg I-
artal ta’ San Frangisk t'Assisi fil-festa tad-
Duluri li tahbat fir-Randan. {Hum din il-
quddiesa ssir fil-Knisja Kolleggjata mill-
Kwarezimalista tar-Randan.

Ma’ din il-knisja nsibu wkoll i¢-¢imiterju
tar-rahal li fl-ahhar gwerra garrab hsara
kbira meta fil-25 ta” Marzu u fid-29 ta’
Luiju, 1942, I-ajruplani Germanizi tefghu
I-balal galila taghhom f'dawn I-infawi.
Dan gie msewwi bil-generozita ta’
Marjanna Camenzuli.

Dawn i-ahhar snin, bit-thabrik tal-Kan.
Onor. Pawlu Formosa, saru bosta opri
sbieh, fosthom il-paviment tal-muzajk tal-
knisja u s-sagristija, il-gandlieri tal-metall

ghat-tliet artali u I-irham ta’ I-artal
maggur.

lI-Papa Girgor XVI bid-digriet tieghu tad-
29 ta’ Lulju 1842, bl-iskop li jkabbar id-
devozzjoni u |-gima lejn is-santwarju, kien
ta ghal dejjem l-Indulgenza Plenarja li
tintrebah minn lejiet il-festi u I-jum kollu
tas-seba’ festi prindipali tal-Madonna li
huma: I-Assunzjoni, il-Kungizzjoni, il-
Purifikazzjoni, it-Twelid, I-Annunzjazzjoni,
u I-Prezentazzjoni taghiha fit-Tempju, kif
ukoll fil-jum i fih issir il-festa esterna tal-
Vizitazzjoni taghha lil Santa Elizabetta. Din
il-festa, b'reskritt tal-Papa Benedittu XV
tat-13 ta’ Mejju, 1921, kienet issir it-tieni
Hadd ta’ San Gorg Martri, fil-Belt Vittorja,
Hadd ta’ Lulju. Imma Hum, billi f'dak il-
Hadd x'aktarx issir il-festa ta’ San Gorg
Martri fil-Belt Vittorja, il-festa bdiet issir
f'xi Hadd iehor ta’ Lulju.

Qabel ma San Lawrenz ingata’ parroc¢éa
ghalih fis-sena 1893, fil-jum tal-festa ta’
dan il-kbir Martri tal-Knisja, il-Kapitlu tal-
Kolleggjata ta" I-Gharb, wara li jkun zar il-
knisja taz-Zejt, kien jibga' sejjer f'din il-
knisja biex imexxi I-funzjonijiet. Bosta
drabi wkoll saru puréissjonijiet votivi biex
jingalghu xi grazzji spegjali, I-iktar ix-xita, u
I-Madonna dejjem semghet it-talba tad-
devoti taghha f'kull bzonn taghhom.

Ta" min isemmi li f'din il-knisja jinsab
ventartal tal-gild li sar fis-sena 1640 u
hemm impingi fuqu I-Madonna tghannaqg
lil Santa Elizabetta kif ukoll kal¢i u pissidi
tal-fidda li jghoddu bosta snin.

Tabilhagq 1i dan it-tempju Marjan
nistghu ngisuh u nzommuh bhala wiehed
mill-eghzez Santwarji Marjanita’ gziritna.

IHum, fic-cimiterju anness ma’ din il-
Knisja jinsab midfun 'l hekk imsejjafi Frené
ta’ I-Gharb (Francesco Mercieca) li kien
devot kbir tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu. ll-fdalijiet
ta’ dan il-bniedem ta’ fama gaddisa ged
highdu hafna pellegrini lejn dan is-
Santwarju Marjan.
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IL-BLUHA TAR-RUZARJU

Minn PATRI WILLIAM AXIAQ, Kapuééin

Ghalfejn ghandna nkompiu nghidu r-
Ruzarju wehidna, fil-familja, fid djar relig
juzi, fil-parrocéa taghna? Din mhiextalba li
spicalha zmienha? X'valur baqaghiha
f'dan iz-zmien ta’ wara |-Kongilju Vatikan
I1? Forsi ma fihiex x'tifhem li, fid-dokumenti
ta’ dan il-Kon¢ilju Ekumeniku, imkien ma
jissemma r-Ruzarju jekk mhux indiretta-
ment (SC n. 13; LG n. 67)? Forsi dan ma
jfissirx li n-nisrani tal-lum ghandu bzonn
ta’ talb izjed adattat ghal zminijietna, ta’
talb li jirrifletti li ma ghadux analfabeta
bhRan-nies ta’ dari, imma sar bniedem ta’
skola?

Forsi r-Ruzarju mhuwiex talba ta’ dawk
it-talin li, jekk ma jitghallmux bl-amment
talba standarizzata, tarahom imorru |-
bahar, u ma jkunux jafu fejn se jagbdu
jaghtu rashom fejn jidhol it-talb personali
taghhom? Forsi n-nisrani tal-lum ma
ghandux bzonn talb li izjed jaghmillu gieh
bhala bniedem tas-seklu wiehed u
ghoxrin? Mhux ahjar li n-nisrani tal-lum,
minflok ir-Ruzarju li ilna ghomor inreddnu
bih, isib talba ohra mhux dagshekk
sempli¢i u monotona? |

IL-MENTALITA TA' ALLA FIR-RUZARJU

Dawn il-mistogsijiet kollha juru x'reaz-
zjonijiet gamu dwar ir-Ruzarju. Juru li r-
Ruzarju ma ghadux jikkuntentana fil-hajja
nisranija, xbajna minnu. Hawn insaralima
tantx jimlew rashom bih. Qeghdin jixxenqu
ghal ghamliet, ghal forom ohra ta’ talb
vokali li, minn ghalihom, ikunu jirriflettu
izjed it-tieba tal-Poplu ta’ Alla lejnil-Vergni
Mgaddsa Marija.

Dawn id-diffikultajiet kollha rridu nikkal-
kulawhom u naghtu kazhom. GRandhom
ir-ragunijiet taghhom, izda ma rridux
ninsew li r-Ruzarju jibga’ dejjem talba
mill-agwa fil-Rajja devoia tal-poplu nisrani
proprju ghaliex f'ghajnejn hafna nsara li
saru tal-pepe (sofistikati) sahansitra fil-
Rajja nisranija taghhom, din it-talba ma
ghadha tghid xejn ghalihom. U proprju
ghaliex hija talba li f'ghajnejn dawn it-talin
ma tghid xejn hija talba fl-istess fiin li tghid

hafna fil-Aajja nisranija ghaliex anki zmini-
jietna ghandhom "'storja myaddsa’.

Mill-Kotba Mgaddsa jidher ¢ar li dak
kollu li huwa mistmerr mill-bnedmin huwa
ghaziz ghal Alla. Alla huwa semplic¢i u
ghalhekk ma tantx nifhmuh. ll-bniedem
huwa kkomplikat u jhobb il-komplikazzjo-
nijiet. Alla jAiobb l-affarijiet umli u modesti.
ll-bniedem ifiobb il-Awejjeg zul minn
hawn, raffinati, ighajtu u straordinarji. ‘L
Alla joghgbuh affarijiet kwalunkwe, b'xejn
specjali madwarhom, ordinarji, fqar.

ll-bniedem jinbidel kontinwament.
Huwa u jinbidel, -affarijiet izjed jitilfilhom
is-semplicita taghhom. Alla jibga’ dejjem’|-
istess — semplici. Jekk l-affarijiet ma
jkollhomx minnu, idejquh, jistmellhom u
jwarrabhom dagslikieku xejn.

Ir-Ruzarju ghadu talbata’ zmienna ghar-
raguni li din it-talba marjana hija talba
gawwija hafna proprju, ghaliex hijawahda
fqira Rafna u b’hekk tirrifletti |-bluha ta’
Alla. Ir-Ruzarju jigbor fih dak l-element
“paradossali” li bih hija mmarkata wahda
sewwa |-Istorja tas-Salvazzjoni. Alla
johlog kollox minn dak li gatt ma ezista,
mili-bahR. Jibni l-istorja tal-fidwa b’nies
¢kejknin u mhux ikkalkulati so¢jalment:
benjamini tal-familja, nisa hawlija u rgiel
xjuh akka, midinbin, pagani u nies li ma
tistenna "xejn minnhom soc¢jalment,
Postijiet imwarrba: Nazaret, belt zghira tal-
Galilija minghajr storja.

Anki fejn jidhlu i-ghodod tas-salvazzjoni
kollox huwa ordinarju: numru zghir ta’ nies
(Dt 7:7), talb u sawm {Mk 9:29), Rames,
seba’ Robziet u ftit hut zghir (Mt 14:17;
15:34), sahta ta’ salib (Gal 3:13) u qabar
battal (Mt 28:6) biex jifdi lill-bniedem.

Ir-Ruzarju ghandu fih forza fejjieda kbira
proprju ghaliex huwa talba fgira hafna. Inti
u tghidu u tispi¢éah thoss i gisek ma ghidt
xejn.

Jekk I-element ta’ fagar majigiximhares

safiansitra fit-talb, is-siwitieghu ma jibgax
mezz ta’ salvazzjoni. Isir Raga profana,
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li-Madonna
f'Lourdes
tirrakkomanda
t-talba
tar-Ruzarju
Mgaddes

ghax ikun neza’ mill-bixra bibblika mitluba v

minnu, biex jibga’ talba ta’ fidi pura.

TALBA FOIRA HAFNA

Fir-Ruzarju jidher u jinfiass hafna |-
element ta’ fagar. Huwa talba li ma tridx
wisq biex titgRallimha malajr. Huwa talba
litanika, allura, ripetittiva, l-akiar fejn
jidhlu l-avemarijiet. Huwa talba mfassla
dejjem fuq l-istess misteri, dejjem bl-istess
kantaliena, goffa tiela’ u ohra niezla. Huwa
talba li taf kif se tibda, kif se tkompli ukifse
tispi¢éa. Huwa talba maghmula —
nghiduha kif inhi — ghal nies fgar, anzi hija
t-talba tai-fqar, ta’ dawk li ma ghandhomx
imnefirhom imxammar fi-affarijiet ta’
Alla. Huwa talba li fiha ma jidhlux il-
prezunzjoni u l-amur proprju, ghaliex min

‘ighidha jrid jingeda .b’espressjonijiet

maghmula minn Raddiehor, jigifieri, mill-
Bibbja, mill-Knisja, mit-tradizzjoni. Huwa
talba li mhemmx hu fiha. Ma fihx tfitixija
personali.

ll-fgar ta’ Yahweh, I-"anawim” b'talb
fgir kienu mdorrijin jitolbu, talb imnezza’
minn kull stil eleganti. Ghalhekk kien talb
moghgub quddiem Alla. Fost din il-katego-
rija ta’ nies, insibu lil Marija u ‘l Kristu
nnifsu.

lI-Madonna tidher fil-Vangelu li kienet
thobb it-talb ripetittiv. Jekk il-kwadru tal-
Lunzjata {Lg 1:26-38) jigbor fih, skond is-
sengfhia ta’ San Luga, il-Aajja kollha kemm
hi ta’ fidi ta" Marija — il-Madonna ma
kellhiex tahbira wafida, dagskemm
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Rajjitha kollha kienet sensiela wahda ta’
tahbiriet — dan ifisser li t-talba |li harget
minn galb Marijadak inhar (Lg 1, 38)kienet
it-talba li dejjem, u kull hin kienet fuqg
xofftejha. Din it-talba saret ir-ritornell ta’
Rajjitha: “Hawn jien l-iskjava tal-Mulej; ha
jsir minni skond kelmtek” (1, 38).

Anki Kristu binha hekk kien ihobb jitlob.
lt-talba ripetittiva kienet wisq ghal qalbu.
Barra li kien ifiobb jingeda bil-Ktieb tas-
Salmi biex ifisser rufiu f'wagtiet partikolari
(Mt 27:46; S 22/21, 1), kien ifiobb jitlob
ukoll b’talb ripetittiv. Fil-Getsemani talab
billi rrepeta dejjem I-istess talba: “"Missier,
jekk jista’ jkun bieghed minni dan il-kaléil
Imma mhux kif irrid jien, izda kif trid int”
(Mt 26:39; Mk 14:39). Fugq is-salib, irripeta
ghal bosta drabi t-talba gqalbenija:
“Missier, ahfrilhom, ghax ma jafux
x'inhuma jaghmlu” (Lg 23, 34).

Barra minn hekk, il-Mulej meta ghallem
lill-appostli jitolbu, galilhom: ‘‘Meta
titolbu, ghidu, ‘Missier, jitqaddes ismek,
tigi Saltnatek, aghtina kuljum il-Robzna
ta’ kull jum u ahfrilna dnibietna, ghaxahna
wkoll nahfru lil kull min hu Rati ghalina, u
la ddahiRalniex fit-tigrib’.” (Lq 11:2-4). Dan
ifisser li I-Imghallem tana talba u jrid i
nirrepetuha dejjem I-istess kull darba li
nkunu migburin fismu ghRal talb
komunitariu.

FIHA L-QOAWWA TA' ALLA

Kif ighid id-“"Documento di base sul
rinnovamento del Rosario’ (Bologna, 5-12
Settembru, -1970): “Ir-Ruzarju fil-mixja
storika tieghu matul .iz-zmien jidher li
dejjem Zzamm xejra gawwija biex ikun u
jibga’ talba ghal kollox sempli¢i: it-talba
tal-fgar. Komplikazzjonijiet u zidiet |li
ppruvaw izidu mieghu dejjem mietu fuq
ommhom. Ir-Ruzarju ghandu bzonn u
jitlob is-semplicita u I-fagar ta’ I-ispirtu fi
qlub dawk li disposti li jghiduh™ (n. 15).

Anki |-istess kuruna tar-Ruzarju
maghmula minn zibeg tal-Agieg jew ta’ |-
injam tkompli turi I-assolut gawwi tieghu.
Mhux I-ewwel darba li din saret oggett ta’
ridiklu, dafik u zufjett mhux biss minn nies
li ma jemmnux imma sahansitra minn
dawk li jghidu b'Ralg dagshekk li jemmnu.
Jarawha haga tac-cajt toqghod izzebbeg.
Forsi jippretendu li r-Ruzarju ghandhom
ighiduh ukoli bil-computer! Jinsew i
Kristu feda lill-bniedem b’'mezz li f'dawk iz-

zminijiet kien meqjus bhala sahta.
Qieghed nghid ghias-salib.

ll-bluha tar-Ruzarju tkompli tidher mill-
fatt li fl-ahnar tal-gurnata ndawru glubna
lejn Alla permezz ta’ talba li ghaddielna
haddiehor u li hi marbuta ma’ ftit Rin. Nik-
kuntentaw biha biex wara gurnata stinkar,
b'ghajnejna tqal bin nghas; wara jum
xoghol bla wagfien, insibu mument i fih
niltagghu ftit ma’ Alla permezz ta’ Marija
Santissima — itinerarju ta’ talb ridott —
hafna drabi fost bosta .distrazzjonijiet,
minghajr ma nfossu xejn speéjali,
minghajr ma ningatghu mill-art, b'talba
oskura, b'vojt interjuri, b’aridita, hergana,
forsi, li mhemmx |i jitfacéa, fl-ahhar,
metodu misterjuz li jisbogq lir-Ruzarju.

Gieli nghiduh biex inkunu ghidnih.
Nghiduh alavolja ma jkollniex aptit
naghmlu hekk; alavolja hija talba mnezza’
minn kull attrattiva; alavolja ma jissodisfax
il-kurzita u I-bzonn li rridu ntaqqlu I-affari-
jiet biex nohorgu kuntenti, alavolja huwa
talba sempli¢i wisq, talbata’ kulhadd, talba
li rridu nghiduha bl-istess mod li jghidha I-
fqir u s-sinjur, minghajr distinzjoni.

Kardinal Basil Hume fi “To Be a Pilgrim”’
jikteb: “lt-talb maghmul lil Sidtna Marija
jaghmel parti mill-istint nisrani. Huwa
ghandu jkun parti mill-istint taghna. Tkun
bluha tittraskura dik it-talba li dejjem giet
maghmula matul is-sekli li ghaddew.
Qieghed nghid ghar-Ruzarju Mqgaddes.
Din it-talba ghandha I-attrazzjoni u i-valur
proprju taghha”.

Dawn iz-zewg kwalitajiet (attrazzjoni u
valur) jiksbu importanza kbira fid-dawl tal-
logika ta’ Alla fil-Pjan tas-Salvazzjoni. Alla
jitfa’ ghajnejh mhux biss fuq nies umli u
ckejknin imma safansitra fuq mezzi, li
ghandhom l-istess kwalitajiet. Ir-Ruzarju
huwa maghdud fosthom. U ghalhekk huwa
kbir, ghatiex jirrifletti mill-bidu sat-tmiem
tieghu l-istil u I-ghazliel ta’ Alla fil-mod kif
is-soltu jirrakkma l-Istorja tal-Fidwa.

Ir-Ruzarju gab ir-rebhiet spiritwali li gab
fl-istorja tal-Knisja, ghaliex jigbor fih il
bluha ta’ Alla (Imh 6: 33-40; 7: 1-8; 1 Sam
17:1-58). Bih Alla bellah u jibga’ jbellah il-
gherf tad-dinja.

“ll-bluha ta’ Alla hija gharfa iktar mill-
bnedmin, u d-dghufija ta’ Alla hija aqwa
mill-bnedmin’ (1 Kor 1, 25).
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FUQ L-EZEMPJU TA' MARIJA

Marija hija I-Mara li dejjem u f'kollox
galet IVAlil Alla. F'wiefied mid-diskorsili -
Papa Gwanni Pawlu Il ghamel liz-zgha-
zagh, qalithom: “"Gheziez zghazagh, naf li
intom tRobbu hafna s-slogans. Se naghti-
kom programm sempli¢i ghal Rajjitkom,
programm mibni fug zewg kelmiet: IVA u
LE. i-programm huwa dan:

* |VA ghal Alla, ghal Gesu Kristu, ghall-

Knisja;

IVA ghall-Fidi u ghall-impenji religjuzi;

IVA ghar-rispett lejn id-dinjita, il-liberta

u d-drittijiet tal-bniedem;

IVA ghall-appostolat biex inressqu lill-

bniedem lejn Allg;

* VA ghall-gustizzja, ghall-imhabba u
ghall-paci;

* VA ghas-solidarjeta ma’ kulhadd, I-

iktar ma’ dawk li l-izjed ghandhom

bzonn;

IVA ghall-fiducja;

IVA ghad-dmir taghkom li tibnu soé¢jeta

ahjar.

* ok

LE ghall-egoizmu;

LE ghall-ingustizzja;

LE ghall-pjadiri bla razan;

LE ghad-disperazzjoni;

LE ghall-mibeghida u l-vjolenza;

LE ghall-hajja bia Alla;

LE ghall-Aajja irresponsabbli u ta’ nofs
kedda.

+ 4+ A+ + 4+

Mill-

KAN. JOE MEJLAK

“IR-RUZARJU SALVANI!"

Hekk stgarr il-poeta Kuban JORGE
VALLS ARANGO malli nefiles mill-fiabs
wara 20 sena prigunerija. Huwa qgal: “"Min-
ghajr |-ghajnuna t'Alla u tal-Vergni
Marija, zgur li ma kienx jirnexxili nibga’
haj. lt-talb u I-meditazzjoni, u fug kollox ir-
Ruzarju — dawn kienu li salvawnil” Valls
Alango kiteb ufud mill-poeziji tieghu fug
bi¢ciet ta’ drapp li ¢arrat minn Rwejgu u
flok linka, huwa gie li uza bzieq jew qgtar
minn demmu stess imhallat mat-trabta’l-
art.

O RUZARJU MBIEREK ta’ Marija, xi
hlewwa meta nisimghek tinghad...
...mit-tfal innoéenti;

...mis-sacerdoti qaddisa;

...mill-erwieh puri;

...miz-2ghazagh u l-anzjani,

...minn dawk li japprezzaw il-valur tat-talb;

...mill-folol immensi li jZzommu r-Ruzarju
bhalaBADGE u STENDARD li jawrura
paci fil-qalb u fost il-gnus kollha.

(Gwanni XXI).
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Mary Ward was born in Yorkshire on 23 January 1585, Countless women all over
the world owe much to her. She was a feminist in the best sense of the word - a
pioneer, challenging women for all time to reach their potential in doing good and

doing it well.

a woman without compare

Mary Ward (1585-1645), foundress of
the Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
was a feminist in the best sense of the
word — a pioneer, challenging women for
all time to reach their potential in doing
good and doing it well.

In 1617 in a convent at Saint-Omer in
north-eastern France a community of
English-born nuns were being praised for
their educational work there, when a
listening Jesuit made the unwise
observation — ‘and when all is done they
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are but women’. Little did he expect the
spirited response that his remark called
forth:

“For what think you is this word ‘but
women’ - but as if we were in all things
inferior to some other creature which |/
suppose to be manl? There is no such
difference between men and women |
would to Go that all men understand this
verity...and if they would not make us
believe we can do nothing and that we are
but women, we might do great matters...”

Ahead of Her Time

To us in the twentieth century there is
nothing novel or surprising about this
defence of women. But that a woman, and
a nun at that, should even think like this,
not to mention speak out like this in the
male dominated world of the seventeenth
century, is unusual, if not startling. Mary
Ward, however, was an unusual woman —
‘a woman beyond compare’, as Pius Xll
hailed her in 1951. And it was not only in
her outspoken avowal of women'’s worth,
but in her whole life and in the lives of
those who followed her, that Mary Ward
fulfilled her own prophecy that “women in
time would do much”.

Her story is a fascinating one. Born in
Yorkshire into aprominent recusant family
in penal Englandon 23 January, 15685, she
was baptised Joan. Confirmed as Mary,
she was always known by this latter name
— significant in the context of her lifelong
devotion to our Lady. Her childhood was a
curious mixture special to the country and
the period. At first, one seems to see Mary
living the life of any little Catholic girl in a
country house, taught her faith and her
_letters, learning needlework and other
accomplishments, walking or riding
around the farm, visiting neighbouring
families. Yet, in and out of this simple
pattern of life was woven the red thread of
persecution. Indeed, her own family had a
proud history of constancy and courage in
the defence of the Faith. In the early days of
the Reformation her great-great grand-
father, Sir William Mallory stood for days
before his parish Church; "to defend it
with his life”. Her maternal grandmother
had suffered fourteen years’ imprison-

ment; the dents of her walking stick
witness to her efforts to ward off the rats in
her dark prison cell. Her father was one of
the many Catholic gentlemen arrested on
suspicion immediately after the Gunpow-
der Plot. Secret Masses, hiding holes, the
fear of fines, prison, even the scaffold were
part of the world in which Mary lived. For
safety she was sent away from her home
for long periods to live with her

‘grandmother or with other relatives. This

was a great heartbreak for her as she her-
self says: | was the eldest child and much
loved, especially by my father”.

Convinced about Her Calling

At the age of ten, according to the
custom of the time, she was bethrothed to
a youth, but he died within a few months.
There were many other eligible suitors to
follow and in the case of Edmund Neville,
heir to the Earldom of Westmorland, great
pressure was brought on Mary, by both her
confessor and her father to marry this
man. They impressed on her the great
possibilities that such an alliance might
have for the Catholic Church in England.
Mary however, was convinced by thistime
that she had a religious vocation and in
spite of all opposition remained steadfast
in her resolve.

As all convents in England had been
closed under Henry Vil before Mary was
born she had to go overseas to become a
nun. This she did at the age of twenty-one,
entering the cloistered enclosed convent
of the Poor Clares in Saint-Omer. A series
of divine revelations however led her to
discern that her mission in Christ was not
to be the traditional conventual one, but
that she was called to an active apostolate
in the Church. She had the revolutionary
idea at the time that women could take
vows without living behind bars. She had
seen the Jesuits shed the monastic
tradition to go out and found schools
through which they exercised an
effectivee mission for the Church in the
society of the day, hungry for knowledge.

Why Not Women?

To Mary Ward in the seventeenth
century it seemed obvious. What men
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could do women could do. She had
reckoned, however, without the tenacious
conservatism of ecclesiastical officialdom.
When Saint Ignatius had conceived such a
plan for his Society it was revolutionary
enough for men. But here was a woman
challenging the existing system. For atime
her work flourizhed, schools were opened
in Saint-Omer, in Rome, Bavaria, Austria
and Hungary, and their success surely
suggesis the extent to which she was
meeting a need. Powerful forces within
and without the Church were working
against her. She hadto sufferthe insults of
those who called herself and her nuns
‘Galloping Girls’ and ‘ApostalicViragos'. In
Brussels the English Ambassador
regarded her as potentially subversive. The
Lord Protestant Archbishop of Canterbury
couldthink of no better condemnationthan
that she had done more harm than six
Jesuits! Cardinals were shockedto see her
arrive in Rome — a woman to plead her
case with the Pope in person — having
prepared her own document, and walking
all the way over the Alps to present it.

Never Lost Hope

All her efforts were in vain. Though the
Pope and some of the cardinals recognised
her sheer goodness, her zeal and
magnanimity, few of them were prepared
to support her against the hide-bound
prejudice of the time. Andprejudice was to
have its day. She who was so dedicated to
the spread of God's truth was imprisoned
in Munich in 1631 as a heretic and in the
same year her Institute was suppressed,

her schools closed and her followers
scattered. Even in this, her darkest hour,
Mary never lost hope. She knew she was
right and time has justified her vision. In
her personal life, she was supported not
only by absolute trust in God but also by an
absolute courage which in the context
would be an insult to call ‘manly’ and by a
scense of humour and a gaiety which made
her rise above all the difficulties and
suffering that beset her. “Be merry!” she
would say, “"we serve a good Master'. her
death, at Heworth in 1645 in her native
Yorkshire at the age of sixty was shadowed
like her life. No priest was near her when
she died and she was buried in a
Protestant churchyard in Osbaldwich. But
her faith still saw the glory and like the
Phoenix her Institute rose again from the
ashes of failure and is spread over the five
continents. Her followers in the lrish
branch of thelnstitute are known as Loreto
nuns. All the countless girls who have
been educted in Loreto Convents and in
other convents all over the world owe
much to Mary Ward. For is was her vision
that made possibie the work not only for
her own nuns but for all the great religious
orders of women devoted to education in
subsequent centuries. She had indeed
enriched the Church with a glory that the
ages will never dim and has demonstrated
to us again that single-minded devotion to
God’s cause is unconguerable however
feeble its immediate visible achievement
might be.

By SR. CAMILLA, 1.B.V.M.

nakkwistawhom.

Library’’.

Santwarju.

TRID TGHIN!!I

Jekk inti ghiandek xi kotba li jistghu b'xi mod ighinu lil dawk li jkunu
jridu jaghmlu uzu mill-Biblijoteka Marjana tas-Santwarju u ghalik ma
humiex ta’ siwi, lilna jistghu jiswewina hafna jekk tghinna sabiex

Dawk li jirregalaw aktar minn 500 ktieb ikollhom riservata
ghalihom sezzjoni mill-Biblijoteka li tissemma "'N.N. Memorial

Naceettaw ukoll oggetti li huma zejda ghalik jew thoss li jistghu
jkunu utli ghall-Muzew i ghandna I-hsieb li nwaqqfu fis-
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(ANTON FARRUGIA jkellem lit-tfal devoti tal-Madonna)

Gheziez Tfal,

Proprijament, illum mhux jien sejjer
inkellimkom. Sejrin ikelimukom persuni ofira
kbar u tabilfhagq distinti. Fost dawn il-persuni, li
koltha ser ikellmukom fug ir-RUZARJU MQAD-
DES, hemm il-Vergni Mbierka stess li tghidil-
kom sentenzi ta’ importanza kbira dwar ir-
Ruzarju taghha:

*  Hi-Madonna lil San Duminku: “Ir-Ruzarju

hu arma gawwija konira l-infern, jegred il-
fiazen u jbieghed id-dnub”.

* Hayden, kompozitur famuz tal-muzika:

“Wara |i nkun ghidt ir-Ruzarju bil-kuruna i
dejjem ingib fugi, inAossni msakhRal kemm fir-
rufi kif ukoll fil-gisem"".

*

L-Isgof Fulton Sheen: ‘“Fir-Ruzarju, li hu
ghanja helwa ta’ talb u mAabba, inhaddmu lil
subghajna, lil xufiejna, lil moffina u lil galbna.
Ir-Ruzarju huwa l-akbar talba komposta mill-
bniedem”.

“*  l-Madonna lil San Duminku: “Ir-ruf §i

titlob |I-ghajnuna tieghi permezz tar-Ruzarju ma
tintilifx".

*  l-Marixxal Foch, gwerrier qalbieni fi-
ewwel gwerra dinjija: “Ir-Ruzarju rrecitajtu
fil-granet kollha ta’ hajti, anke f'dawk il-jiem li
fihom kont immexxi I-battalji kbar".

* San Bernard: “Ir-Ruzarju jRarrab lid-
demonju u jgieghel lill-infern kollu jitricghed
bil-biza".”

*  l-Madonna lill-Beatu Alan de la Roche:
“..ma rridx nongos insemmi l-ghegubijiet u
sinjali kbar It jien wettaqgt t'hatna artijiet tad-
dinja minhabba r-Ruzarju Mqgaddes. Waqgaft

mardiet ta’ pesta u waqqgaft gwerer gerrieda.
Ma hallejtx li jsiru atti ta’ qtil kiefer u li jigri
hafna demm. Minhabba r-Ruzarju tieghi bosta
nies kisbu gawwa li jaharbu t-tentazzjonijiet.
Meta tghidu r-Ruzarju, I-angli jifirhu, titghax-
xaq it-Trinita Mgaddsa, I-lben tieghi jifrah ukoll
u jien innifsi niefu gost aktar milli inti gatt tista’
tissopponi. Wara s-Sagrifié¢ju tal-Quddiesa ma
hemm xejn izjed fil-Knisja li jien infobb dags ir-
Ruzarju.

Tfal, taraw kemm huwa talb ta’ I-ghageb u
setghani r-Ruzarju tal-Madonna. Wahfluha
f'raskom li ma jghaddix jum wieRed biss minn
fugkom 1i ma tghidux dan it-talb ghaziz. San
Lwigi Marija de Montfort ighid fil-ktieb tieghu
“Is-Sigriet tar-Ruzarju” li meta wiehed iRallir-
Ruzarju bi traskuragni imgar ghal jum wiefed,
dak huwa jum mohli.

Ikompli de Montfort: “Ir-‘roses’ tar-Ruzarju li
nghidu, gatt ma jinxfu, gatt ma jitbielu ugattma
jmutu. Jibgghu friski u jfuhu ghall-
eternita.”
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XEJN LA TIBZA' TIEHU
LIL MARIJA B'MARTEK

J. SIMONART

F'dak |i ghandu x‘jagsam mal-fidi,
wiefied ma jistax jikkuntenta ruhu billi
jikkontempla r-realtajiet minn barra.
Jentieg li jidhol fil-misteru. Jehtieg i
jinvolvi ruhu fih.

ll-hajja Marjana ma tahrabx minn din il-
ligi. Mhux bi zzejjed li tkun sibt il-post uniku
ta’ Marija fil-gabra tad-dati tal-fidi. Mhux
bizzejjed tkun taf li Marija hija mudell tal-
Knisja, u tghid li hija I-“iva’ ta’ l-umanita
ghad-don ta’ Alla. Bla dubju, dan hu istrut-
tiv, utli u necessarju. Madankollu, il-hajja
Marjana taghna ma tistax tieqaf hawn.

Persuna ma tistax tigi maghluga . f'xi
wiehied mill-attijiet taghha, ikun sinjifikat-
tivkemm ikun. Meta nitkellmu minn Marija
inkunu ged nitkellmu minn persuna. Kull
laggha bejn zewg persuni titlob ftuh. L-
iehor, fit-traxxendenza tieghu, jaghmel
stedina ghal-laqgha. U b’hekk, kull laggha
tistedinni ninfetah ghal xi haga gdida; u fl-
istess nifs tifridni mill-gibda li nfioss biex
nieqaf fuq dak li nkun diga ksibt. Minghajr
dan il-ftufi ghal-laggha, ma jistax ikun
hemm Hhajja Marjana. Ghax din titlob
laggha ta’ persuna, u tibni relazzjoni
personali. Bla dubju, jista’ jinghata l-kazli
wiehed jogghod itella’ u jnizzel biexjilga’ lil
Marija. M’ahniex minn ta’ l-ewwel i
qaghdu jahsbuhaf'danir-rigward! L-istess
Guzeppi kellu bzonn jisma' I-kelma
minghand I-anglu: ‘“Xejn ia tibza’ tiehu lil
Marija b’'martek, ghax dak litnissel fiha gej
mill-Ispirtu s-Santu’ (Mt 1:20).

Fl-Evangelju nsibu sejha ohra biex
nilgghu I-persuna ta’ Marija. Dan il-pass
inkiteb ghal kull wiehed u wahda minna.

“Kien hemm wieqfa hdejn is-salib ta’
Gesu, ommu, ot ommu, Marija ta’ Kleofa,
u Marija ta’ Magdala. Mela kif Gesu lemah
lil ommu u lid-dixxiplu likien ifiobb wieqgaf
hdejha, qal lil ommu: ‘Mara, hawn hu
ibnek’. Imbaghad qal lid-dixxiplu: ‘Hawn hi
ommok’. U minn dak il-hin id-dixxiplu
Radha ghandu”. (Gw 19:25-27).

~ Dan il-pass igib zewg sentenzi qosra ta’
Gesu. Ipoggihom fil-qalba tal-misteru tas-
salvazzjoni taghina; mument ta’ serjeta u
ta’ glorja liema bhalha. Dawn is-sentenzi -
jistiednu lil tnejn min-nies biex jilgghu
persuna u b'hekk jidhlu freéiprocitd ta’
persuni.

L-ewwelnett, il-kelmata’ Gesu tindirizza
rufiha lil Marija. Din il-mara, omm Gesu ta’
Nazaret, li Binha se jigi mifrud minnha
permezz ta’ mewt ingusta. Ma’ din il-
mewt, tintemm il-maternita karnali
taghha. Bla dubju, din il-maternita tilhaq
hawnhekk il-quccata taghha bil-gawwata’
l-offerta anticipata li ghamlet dak in-nhar
tal-prezentazzjoni ta’ Gesu fit-Tempju.
Wara din il-maternita karnali tigi |-
maternitd spiritwali. “Mara, hawn hu
ibnek”. Din il-kelma ta" Alla, bhal kull
kelma li tohrog mix-xufftejn divini, hija
kelma u azzjoni fl-istess Hhin. Kelma
halliega u effikaci, u wkoll kelma li hi
stedina u sejha.

Din is-sejfia tistenna twegiba hielsa.
Minnufih, tidwi ghal darb’ohra fis-skiet
gewwieni tal-galb ma’ qalb, ta’ Marijauta’
Alla, it-twegiba li timmarka kull wiefied
mill-jiem ta’ omm Alla: “Ara, jiena I-
gaddejja tal-Mulej, ha jsir minni skond
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kelmtek!” (Lq 1:38). Sa minn dan il-
mument Marija tilgaghna. Hijatircevina. U
din il-laggha hija murija mill-kelmata’ Alla
stess. Hija tircevina bhala wliedha. II-
laqgha taghha hija laggha ta’ omm. Hija, li
nghatat ghall-pjan ta’ Alla, ir¢evietil-Verb.
Dan il-Verb ta’ Alla issa jaghtiha d-dixxipli
tieghu sabiex hija tkompll tinghata
ghalihom. Hija kienet inghatat Kkollha
kemm hi. Alla kien gabadha fil-kelma. Issa,
il-profondita-tal-ghotja mohbija se tinfirex
fl-ispazju u fiz-zmien permezz ta’ fekondita
materna li ma tafx bi tmiem. Bla dubiju,
tibga’ dejjem qisha mohbija, imma
dagshekk iehor prezenti. Marija diga
laqghetna.

Imbaghad wara din, u mhux qabel,
tohrog mix-xufftejn ta’ I-Imsailab kelma
ofira divina: “Hawn hi ommok"".

Hija I-ahhar kelma li qal Gesu qabel ma
miet, lid-dixxiplu li kien ihobb u, fil-
persuna tieghu, lid-dixxipli kollha. Hu
wkoll kien inghata meta mar wara I-
Imghallem tieghu. U I-ImghRallem
jaghmillu din l-ahhar sejha: “Hawn hi
ommok’’. Hawnhekk ukoll din il-kelma ta’
Alla hija Rallieqa. Hawnhekk ukoll, hija
sejha li titlob twegiba hielsa. Marija kienet
tat il-kunsens taghha minnufih. Gwanni
jaghmel l-istess: “U minn dak il-hin id-
dixxiplu hadha ghandu” (Gw 19:27). Spiss
afina niehdu hafna iktar zmien biex nidhlu
b'mod shih f'dan il-pjan tal-Mulej. Bhalma
qal darba wiehed isqof: “’Xi drabi nsibu t-
triq twila wisq biex naslu ghand Marija,
ghalkemm hija dejjem triq gasira ghall-
gdusija”’.

Ir-reciprogita f'din ir-relazzjoni ta’ Omm
ma’ I-lben ma tistax issir minghajrna.
Huwa minnu wkoll li I-fatt li nilqghu lil
Marija bhala Omm, jissupponi li naécettaw
il-fatt li ahna wlied. Din hija I-kundizzjoni
fundamentali tan-nisrani: ‘‘Tassew,
nghidilkom, I jekk intom ma tergghux
issiru bhat-tfal iz-zghar, zgur Ii ma tidhlux
fis-Saltna tas-Smewwiet” (Mt 18:3).

Ahlna digd milqughin. Marija tat il
kunsens taghha. Bhalma kull omm tigi
gabel binha, hekk ukoll Marija laqghetna

gabel ma ahna gharafna dal-fatt. U bla
dubju, ghalkemm b’'mod mohbi u diskret,
hija diga fesfsitilna f'widnejna I-kelmiet:
“Aghmlu kull ma jghidilkom hu”’ (Gw 2:5).
Bhal kull omm, hija taghtina I-hajja, u
tkabbarna bl-istess hajja taghha u bil-
Rerqa materna li thaddem maghna.

Bil-maqlub tal-filjazzjoni karnali, |
tghaddi mid-dipendenza ghall-

-awtonomija, il-filjazzjoni spiritwali titlaq

mill-awtonomija biex tasal ghad-dipen-
denza hielsa. Dipendenza li tikkonsisti filli
¢ciedi ghall-kelma ta’ Alla. “Hawn hi
ommok’. Min jilga' din il-kelma, jaghti
¢ans lil Marija turi f'hajtu I-herqa kollha
taghha ta" omm. Dak kollu li hija stess
irceviet minghand Alla, u liHu jrid jaghtina
permezz taghha. B’hekk tinfolog rabta
bejn 1-Omm u l-iben. Jintrabtu t-tnejn
flimkien permezz ta’' I-imhabba ta’ Gesu; u
din l-imhabba ta’ Gesu ddahhalhom
f'ghaqda gdida. Ghaqda li fiha d-dixxiplu
jsir iben, u Marija ssir Omm. Ghaqda
maghmula minn laggha u minn ghotja
reciproka.

Din il-ghotja, fl-istorja tal-bniedem,
spiss hadet l-isem ta’ “konsagrazzjoni lil
Marija’’. Bla dubju, fis-sens dejjaq tal-
kelma, ahna ma nikkonsagrawx ruhna
hlief lil Alla biss. Fil-fatt, il-konsagrazzjoni
lit Marija hija l-konsagrazzjoni taghna
nfusna lil Alla, li diga ghamilna fil-magh-
mudija, u li ngedduha permezz ta’ Marija.
B'dan il-gest, id-dixxiplu jiehu lil Marija
ghandu, u jinfetalh ghat-tiswib fih tal-
grazzji koliha Marjani.

Gesu stess jistedinna ghal dan. Hu
jaghtina lil Marija...u Marija taghtina 'l
Gesu. li-fatt li nkunu dhalna b’dan il-mod
f'ghaqda ma’ Marija, jaffettwa hafna r-
relazzjoni taghna ma’ Gesu. Gesu jistedin-
na nidhlu f'ghagda mieghu fil-filjazzjoni
tieghu lejn Marija. U dan sabiex, kif gal San
Gwann Cudes, inhobbu lil Marija bil-qalb
ta’ Gesu...u lil Gesu bil-galb ta’ Marija.

(Maqlub ghall-Malti minn
SR. GUSTINA BONFII0Q, 0 SB)

(Mir-Rivista “Sanctifier”, avril, 1988).
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Migbura minn DUN KARM BORG

LULJU:

1. IHI-Kappillan Dun
Dione Cutajar mexxa pel-
legrinagg mill-parrocca
ta’ Hal Tarxien ghas-
Santwarju. Saret quddie-
sa u talb iehor Hlill-
Madonna.

2. Ill-Ferghia Ewkaristika
zammet il-laggha taghha
fis-Santwarju. Giet icce-
lebrata I-Ewkaristija u
wara saret siegha adoraz-
zjoni.

3. Sar pellegrinagg mill-
Birgu b'radd il-Rajr lil Alla
ghall-grazzji maqglugha bl-
interéessjoni tal-Madon-
na.

4. Fl-okkazjoni tal-ftuh
tal-process tal-beatifikaz-
zjoni u l-kanonizzazzjoni
tal-Madre Fundatrici tas-
Sorijiet Frangiskani,
Madre Margerita Debrin-
cat, I-Isgof Mons. Cauchi
mexxa Koncelebrazzjoni
flimkien ma’ 80 sacerdot.
Is-sorijiet flimkien ma’
poplu numeruz irringrazz-
jaw lil Alla ghal tant grazzji
i huwa xerred fuq il-
Komunita Religjuza
mwagqgqgfa minn Madre
Margerita.

6. Sar pellegrinagg ta’
radd il-Rajr mill-parroéca
ta’ Burmarrad. Qaddes Fr.
Christopher Galdes ofm
Conv.

Grupp ta’ zghazagh i
kienu ged jaghmlu l-irtir
taghhom f'Dar Manresa
gew f'pellegrinagg ghas-
Santwarju ta’ Pinu.
Qaddes ghalihom Fr.
Raymond Pace S.J.

7. DunNazzarenuTonna
mexxa pellegrinagg mill-
parroc¢a taz-Zurrieq.
Huwa qaddes ghall-pel-
legrini fis-Santwarju.

Sar pellegrinagg mill-
parrocca tal-Imsida. Fr.
Gafa ccelebra I-Ewkaristi-
ja ghal dawk li hadu
sehem fil-pellegrinagg.

10. L-"Accademia inter-
nazionale per le Scienze
Economiche e Sociali”
maghrufa bhala [-Ordni
Sovran ta’ San Gwann ta’
Gerusalemm, ghamlet
Quddiesa Kantata Solenni
fis-Santwarju u wara
saret ukoll I-Investitura u
I-Konsagrazzjoni tal-
membri. ll-quddiesa
kienet i¢celebrata minn P.
Rafel Gauci. ll-muzika

kienet taht id-direzzjonita’
Mro. Colin Attard.

11. Fi-okkazjoni tai-ftuh
tal-Kapitlu Generali tas-
Socjeta Missjunarja ta’
San Pawl imwaqqgfa mill-
Qaddej t'Alla Mons.

-Guzeppi Depiro, il-Kapitu-

lari kkoncelebraw flimkien
il-quddiesa f'gieh I-Omm
Qaddisa ta’ Alla Mtellgha
s-Sema, patruna tas-Soé-
jeta biex jitolbu I-ghajnuna
t'Alla u I-intercessjoni ta’
Marija tul il-granet tal-
Kapitlu. Fr. James Bonelio
MSSP mexxa |-Konceleb-
razzjoni.

12. U-Grupp Missjunar-
ju Ghawdxi mexxa laqgha .
ta’ talb fis-Santwarju. Dun
Mikiel Attard qaddes
ghall-membri tal-Grupp
fil-Kappella tal-Madonna.

13. Gew organizzati
diversi peliegrinaggi minn
Malta, fosthom mili-
parroc¢ca ta’ H'Attard, mill-
Gudja u mill-parrocca ta’
San Guzepp Haddiem ta“
Birkirkara.

14. Minn Malta waslu
diversi pellegrinaggi: il-
Kappillan Dun Walter
Cauchi mexxa pellegri-



nagg mill-Gzira; Fr. Joe
Farrugia mexxa pellegri-
nagg minn Hal Tarxien; il-
Kappillan Dun Lino Grech
mexxa pellegrinagg mill-
parrocéa ta’ I-lmgarr
wagqt li I-Kappitlan Dun
Joe Bugeja mexxa pelleg-
rinagg mill-parro¢ca ta’
Stella Maris; Fr. John
Farrugia mexxa pellegri-
nagg miz-Zurrieq.

17. Grupp ta’ zghazagh
mill-Imgarr gew f'pellegri-
nagg ghas-Santwarju.
Qaddes ghalihom Fr. Noel
Bonello.

Ix-Xirka ta’ I-ilsem Im-
gaddes t'Alla tal-Mellieha
organizzat pellegrinagg
ghas-Santwarju. Hadu
sehem 50 ruh.

18. Ill-membri tal-Grupp
tal-Vokazzjonijiet tal-
Frangiskani Conv., gew
f'pellegrinagg ghas-Sant-
warju fejn raddew hajr lil
Alla ghall-grazzji li huma
galghu bl-intercessjoni
tal-Madonna. ’

19. Dun Anton Zammit
mexxa pellegrinagg mill-
parrocca ta’ Hal Tarxien.
Saret Celebrazzjoni
Ewkaristika u talb iehor
Iill-Madonna.

20. Sar pellegrinagg
mill-parro¢ca ta’ Hal
Kirkop. Dun Nazzarenu
Caruana gaddes ghal
dawk li hadu sehem fil-
pellegrinagg.

21. Gew organizzati pel-
legrinaggi minn diversi
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parrocéi ta’ Malta fosthom
wiehed mill-parrocca ta’
Birkirkara, iehor minn
Haz-Zebbug, iehor mis-
Santwarju tal-Madonna
tal-Karmnu tal-Belt Vallet-
ta u pellegrinagg iehor
mill-abbatini tal-parroc¢éa
ta’ I-imsida.

22. Woagqt irtir i ghamlu
f'Ghawdex grupp ta’ Leg-
junarji minn Malta hadu
sehem f'quddiesa li saret
ghalihom fis-Santwarju
ta’ Pinu minn Dun Karm
Curmi.

Gie organizzat pellegri-
nagg minn Haz-Zabbar.
Qaddes ghall-pellegrini Fr.
Ellul.

23. Fr. Thomas Calleja
mexxa pellegrinagg mill-
Grupp Vokazzjonali tai-
Frangiskani Konventwali.
Saret quddiesa fis-Sant-
warju u talb ghall-vokaz-
zjonijiet.

25. Sar pellegrinagg
mill-Hamrun. li-pellegrini
hadu sehem f'Quddiesa li
saret ghalihom fis-Sant-
warju. Wara sar talb lill-
Madonna.

27. Grupp ta’ tfal im-
mexxijin minn Fr. Thomas
Calleja gew minn Malta
biex jaghmiu zjara lill-
Madonna ta’ Pinu. Sartalb
lill-Madonna ghall-Vokaz-
zjonijiet.

28. Sar pellegrinagg
mid-Dar tat-Talb “Frate
Francesco” ta’ Birkirkara
fl-okkazjoni tas-Sena

Marjana. ll-pellegrinagg
tmexxa minn Fr. Alexan-
der Borg.

AWISSU:

1. Gie organizzat pelleg-
rinagg mill-parrocca ta’
San Pawl il-Bahar fl-
okkazjoni tas-Sena Marja-
na. li-kappitlan Fr. Frankie
Debono qgaddes ghall-
parruccani tieghu fis-
Santwarju.

9. Fl-okkazjoni tas-Sena
Marjana, il-Kumitat tal-
banda “Holy Trinity” tal-
Marsa organizza pellegri-
nagg ghas-Santwarju ta’
Pinu. Saret quddiesa minn
P. Alfred Xerri ofm Cap. u
talb ta’ ringrazzjament lil
Alla ghall-grazzji maglu-
gha bl-inter¢essjoni tal-
Madonna.

Fl-okkazjoni tas-Sena
Marjana wkoll sar pelleg-
rinagg iefior mill-parrocca
ta’ Haz-Zebbug. Qaddes
ghall-pellegrini Dun Salv
Mallia li ¢celebra wkoll il-
45 sena tas-sacerdozju.

Fi-okkazjoni tal-hames
anniversarju tal-Ordinazz-
joni taghhom, Dun
Dumink Camilleri, Dun
Manwel Bonello, Dun
Frangisk Sultana, Dun
Gorg Cordina, u Dun Eddie
Zammit gaddsu fil-Kappel-
la tal-Madonna. Mexxa |-
Koncelebrazzjoni |-Ec¢é¢.
Tieghu Mons. Isgol Nikol
G. Cauchi.
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broker.

Finally, | beseech You to Grant me

New York, New York
May 17, 1988.

This letter and enclosed donation is a testimony to thank and praise The Blessed
Virgin Mary of “TA" PINU" for Her miraculous intervention in helping me sell a piece of
property worth over one million dollars and thus earn my commission as a real estate

Although the odds of securing this deai were stacked high against me, with Your
Grace | successfully succeeded in closing this deal through-the countless byzantine
labyrinths | had to go through, and what was once impossible became possible, only
through your Divine Power, for only You knew the suffering and pain | went through.

SECURITY — toacceptthe things | cannot change
COURAGE — tochange the things | can, and
WisSD Ol M — to know the difference.
Respectfully,
N.N.
GHAWDEX:"

Sunta Farrugia; John Gatt; Michael Vella;
M’'Rose Mizzi; Paola Xuereb; Carmen Gauci;
Jane Azzopardi; Guza Cauchi; Guzepp Mizzi;M
Maria Vella; Mr. & Mrs. Apap; Liza Xiberras;
Rose Sultana; Rita Xiberras; Rosaria Calleja;
Mr. & Mrs. Zammit; Annetta Grima; Liza
Azzopardi; Maria Portelli; Victoria Portelli; John
Portelli; Betty De Domenico; Austin Dingli;
Joseph Sultana; Rita Camilleri; Leli Saliba;
Karmnu Bugeja; Familja Attard; Karistu
Mercieca; Gerita Buttigieg;: M'Anna Cauchi;

Anglu Grech; Richard Xuereh; M’'Assunta
Muscat; M. Pace; Tereza Muscat; Mick Grima;
Guzeppa Mercieca; Tabone Rita; Joe Tabone;
Jennifer Vella; Lucy Falzon; Gemma Sultana;
P.P. Vella; Antonia’ Grima; Censu Farrugia;
Stella Aquilina; Frangisk Saver Buttigieg;
Pawla Hili; Kelina Rapa; Margerita Bajada;
Carmen Farrugia; Salvu Mizzi; Pawlu & Angela
Vella; Marvin Cauchi; Cetta Farrugia; Kurun
Cassar; Rosina Mercieca; Mary Xerri; John Mc
Green; Christina Abela; Maria Buttigieg;
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Carmelo Borg; Maria Saliba; Pietru Muscat;
Peter Paul Cassar; Carmel Debrincat; Publija
Azzopardi; Rita Portelli; Regina Cardona; Jane
Azzopardi; Dolora Azzopardi; Katarina Bellizzi;
Frangisk Mercieca.

Ganni Sultana; Frances Calleja; Angolina
Theuma; Dolora Grima; Anna Muscat; Maria
Zammit; Guzeppa Spiteri; Zakkarija Attard;
France Pace; Anna Maiia Vella, Carmen Xerti,
Pauline Grima; Vicky Galea; Carmen Attard;
Vicky Xerri; Antonia Bajada; Rita Bonnici; Maria
Cardona; Joseph Cassar, Guzepp Zammit
Manwel Grech; Doris Cassar; Maria Grech;
Maria Caruana; Rose Vella; Carolina Theuma;
Maria Buttigieg; Rosaria Spiteri; Ganna Cassar;
Salvina Azzopardi; Rita Sammut; Maria Vella;
Grazzja Said; Maria Buttigieg; Carmelo Portelli;
Rose Cassar; Pawla Grima; Maria Sultana;
Joseph Refalo; Carmel Azzopardi; Anna
Sultana; Maria Rapa; Guza Spiteri; Mr. & Mrs.
Paul Grima; Grazzja Grech; John Buttigieg;
Guza Debono; M’Ann Sacco; Elizabeth Zammit;
Stella Mifsud.

Sunta Camilleri; Josephine Cassar; Pietra
Said; Toni Theuma; Joseph Cini; Maria Attard;
Carmelo Vella; Rita Spiteri; Carmel Apap;
Nikolina Farrugia;, Mary Galea; Klement
Micallef, Rita Mejlak; Doreen Cascun; Maria
Aquilina; Victor Zammit; Sorijiet Salezjani;
Carmen Grech; Anna Attard; Guza Sultana;
Rita Grima; Ganni Bajada; Carmen Buttigieg;
Carmen Grech; Frangisk Pace; John Grima;
Lina Said; Marija Formosa; Maria Xuereb;
Carmela Saliba; Carmen Micallef; - Kurun
Falzon; Pawlu Muscat; Maria Spiteri; Ganni
Spiteri; Guzeppi Velia; Censa Camilleri;
Domenico Said; Joseph Sultana; Anthony
Attard; Cetta Farrugia; Joseph Gatt; Pietru Pawl
Mifsud; Carmen Saliba.

Alfred Mifsud; Mary Cauchi; M'Anna
Muscat; Mike Grima; Lucy Falzon; Marija
Muscat; Josephine Attard; Angela Mizzi;
Josephine Cassar; Ursola Formosa; Francis
Azzopardi; Kapp. D. Mikiel Borg; Jane Bugeja;
Maria Bajada; Guza Attard; Nata Portelli; Mary
Paul Refalo; Mary Cassar; Melita & John
Xiberras; Gregory Grech:

MALTA:

Stella Tonna; Anton Debono; Mary Zahra;
Margaret Gauci; Anna Aquilina; Victoria Galea;
Margaret Zammit; Mary Aquilina; Emilda
Micallef; Julian Micallef; Katie Camenzuli; Joe
Pullicino; Patrick Mercieca; Turban Joseph; C.
Gauci; Anna Debattista; Mary Mercieca;
Angelo Mifsud; Marthese Agius; M'Anne
Sammut; Burridge Cviyn; D. Bondi; Angelo
Azzopardi; Azzopardi Bobby, Mrs. Cassar; E.
King; T. Barthet; Loretu Xuereb; Rosalie
Bonnici; Eric Tabone; Giovanna Camilleri;
Joseph Cauchi; Antonio Calleja; Pius Camilleri;
Carmen Vella; Carmen Azzopardi; Rita
Azzopardi; M'Assunta Gauci; Rita Camilleri;
Joe Bonavia; Elisabeth Saliba; Francis Vella;
Reno Bugeja; Alfred Mifsud; Loreta Xuereb.

AWSTRALJA:

M'Anne Grech; D. Camilleri; Nazzarena
Apap; Carmel Attard; Lonza Mercieca; Maria
Attard; Mary Micallef, Mrs. Vella; Rita Deguara;
Joe Cini; Josephine Camilleri; J. Debrincat;
Mary Xerri; Gerry Agius; Grace Mifsud; Tereza
Debono; Saver Bugeja; Carmen Hili; Carmen
Mula; Emmanuel Hili; Mr. & Mrs. Chris
Sultana; Mr. & Mrs. L. Cremona; Lino Vella;
Doris Borg; Francis Debrincat; Mrs. Taddea
Cordina; Josephine Grech; Mary Cassar; M.
Darmanin; Maria Debrincat;, Rosa Cauchi;
Charlie Farrugia; Andrew Zahra; M. Portelli;
Pinu Buttigieg; Jessie Xiberras; Maria Portelli;
Gorga Micallef.

Joseph Grima; Vince Mercieca; Grazzja
Saliba; E.D. Gatt; Mrs. . Tonna; Lonza
Camilleri; Joe Saliba; Charlie Vella; Josephine
Mifsud; Josephine Bezzina, Maria Bonanno;
Doris Zammit; Victoria Aquilina; Liza Sultana;
Joyce Muscat; Maria Cauchi; Lucy Mercieca;
Rita Cassar; Charlie Zammit.

USA:

Mr. & Mrs. Apap; Giulia Vassallo; C. Sammut;
Michael Debrincat; Joe Muscat; Tony Curmi;
Angelo Farrugia; Stella Camilleri; Mikiel Gauci;
Alfred Portelli; Rita Pace.

INGILTERRA:
kisie Bawden; Doreen Hill.

QASSISIN LI QADDSU FIS-SANTWARJU:

Rev. Fr. Mariano Zammit; Patri Alfred Xerri;
Can. Carmelo Borg; Fr. Joe Libreri ofm Cap.;
Dun Mikiel Attard; Mgr. Joseph Curmi; Mons.
Gius. Borg; Fr. Martinian Cutajar OSA.; Can.

Josepn Borg; Mons. Emmanuel Mercieca;
Mons. Guzeppi Buttigieg; Ar¢. Eucaristico
Sultana; Dun Karm Hili; Mgr. Joseph Farrugia
Dimech; Fr. Saviour Grima; Can: John Gauci;
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Kan. Gregorio Penit. Vella; Rev. Joseph Camil-
leri Cini; Can. Joseph Grech; Can. Joseph
Sacco; Fr. Lucas Camilleri Tirkey; Aré. Magr.
Anton Saliba; Dun Anton Dimech; Dun Frankie
Sultana; Dun Karm Curmi; Fr. Albert Curmi;
Dun Effie Masini; Dun Jimmy Xerri; P. Pawl
Cremona O.P.; Fr. A. Attard Cumbo; Fr. Victor
Grech Dimech; Fr. Carmel Tanti; Mons. Rosario
Giuseppe Borg; Fr. Albert Micallef, Fr.
Benvenut Vella ofm Cap.; Sa¢. Anton Zammit;
P. Fredrick Gibson OSA.; Fr. Henry Schembri
OSA; Fr. Joseph Farrugia OSA; Dun Gorg
Grima; Mgr. Gorg Tabone; P. Alfred Calleja ofm
Conv.,; Fr. Martinjan Cutajar OSA; P. Vitor
Buhagiar; Mons. Carm Scicluna; Fr. Clement
Abela O.P.; Fr. Sebastian Scicluna ofm Conv.; P.
Diego Theuma ofm Cap.

Kan. Joe Bugeja; Dun Guzepp Gauci; Kan.

PREZENTAZZJONI TA’ TRABI

Rose Mary Hili — Xewkija; Joselle Buttigieg
— Sannat; Daniel Deguara; Loretta Dempsey —
Ghajnsielem; Stephania Buhagiar — St. Paul’s
Bay; lvan Martin Xuereb — Xewkija; Maureen
Bezzina — Munxar; Sylvia Caruana — Xagfira;
Doreen Mercieca — Xaghra; Patrick Zammit —
Xewkija; Christina Apap — Gharb; Maria
Vassallo.— Ghajnsielem; Josepha Dimech —
Ghajnsielem; Kenneth Mercieca —
Ghajnsielem; Timothy Portelli — Nadur; Noela
Mifsud — Nadur; Michaelangelo Buttigieg —
Sannat; Josienne Ellul — Gzira; Paul Apap —
Gharb; Charlton Pace — Hamrun; Jeremy
Darmenia — St. Julians; Rodain Zammit —
Qormi; Manwel Cordina — Zebbug; Dorren Cini
— Xewkija; Daniela Bartolo — Valletta; Alan
Grech — Qala; Patrick Grech — Xewkija;
Charlton Guzman — Marsa; Annalise Farrugia
— B'Kara; Maria Xiberras — Xaghra; Marlene

Anton Mejlak; Fr. Paul Mejlak; Dun Alwig
Deguara; Can. Martin Portelli; Kan. Salv Pace;
Dun Gwann Dimech; Dun Lawrenz Sciberras;
Can. Joseph Bonello; Mons. Emm. Mercieca;
Rev. Anton Cefai; Rev. Charles Bonavia MSSP;
Mons. Arcip. D. Salv Muscat; Dun Gorg Grima;
Rev. Carmel Buttigieg; Dun Duminku Camilleri;
Dun Gwann Scicluna; Can Ant Buttigieg;
Arcip. Carmelo Scicluna; Mons. Guzeppi Butti-
gieg; Arc. Mons. Salv Borg; Fr. Emmanuel
Galea; Fr. Joe Sultana; Fr. Joe Alessandro ofm
Cap; Fr. Egidio Galea OSA; Fr. Joseph
Debrincat; Fr. Mario Borg; Mgr. Joseph Curmi;
Fr. Christopher Galdes ofm Conv.; Don Arturo
Maher; Fr. John Obilor; Fr. Raymond Pace SJ;
Rev. Gregory Grech; Dun Gorg Frendo; Fr.
Robert Agius ofm Conv; P. Gwann Schrants
ofm.

LILL-MADONNA:

Borg — Xaghra; Maria Cremona — Nadur;
Philip Farrugia — Sliema; Samantha Farrugia
— St. Lucia; Jason Attard — Xewkija;
Emmanuel Galea — Xaghra; Maria Buttigieg —
Munxar; David Farrugia — Victoria; Dorothy
Pisani — Qala; Christian Camilleri — Mgarr;
Annabelle Darmanin® — H'Attard; Ruth
Debrincat — Munxar; Brian Debrincat —
Munxar; Christian Enriquez — H'Attard; Jennie
Buttigieg — Xewkija; Carlo Micallef — Msida;
Charlton Sultana — Kercem; Mario Giovann
Tabone — Nadur; Nicolai Portelli — Siggiewi;
Marquita Theuma — Sannat; Mandy West —
San Gwann; Norbert Buttigieg — Fontanag;
Manwel Attard — Victoria; Monica Louise
Cordina — Melbourne; Mark Charles Cordina
— Melbourne; Michael George Attard —
Victoria; Stefania Xiberras — Sannat; Marilyn
Gatt — Victoria.

MAGHMUDIJIET LI SARU FIS-SANTWARJU:

‘Melanie, bint Teddy Grech u Mary née
Muscat min-Nadur; Charlton bin Joseph Paceu
Natalina née Cefai mill-Hamrun; Mario bin
Maurice Saliba u Rita née Azzopardi; Manyol
bin Joseph Curmi u Maria née Saliba; Francene
bint Eugenio Mifsud u Rita née Mifsud mix-
Xaghra; Shaun bin Carmel Attard u Tessie née
Portelli; Emmanuel bin Salvu Vella u Maria née
Attard mill-Gharb; Karen bint Carmel Azzopardi

u Ewkaristika nee Saliba mix-Xewkija; Christo-
pher bin Carmel Vella u Rose née Bugeja; Marie
bint Joseph Zammit u Genoveffa née Mercieca;
Doborah bint David Banks u Tereza née
Camilleri; Matthew bin Francis Masini u
Elisabeth Cauchi minn Victoria; Mandie bint
Francis Masini u Elisabeth Cauchi minn
Victoria.




“A.M.D.G.
Servizz Socjali bit-Telefon mill-

Prayer Group “Madonna ta’ Pinu”
mis-6.30 p.m. sat-8.30 p.m.

Cempel fuq dawn in-numri

IT-TNEJN | IT-TLIETA | L-ERBGHA | IL-HAMIS |IL-GIMGHA | IS-SIBT
TEL. NO.|TEL. NO.| TEL. NO. [TEL. NO. [TEL. NO. |TEL. NO.

552608554051/ 552608(551511|554051|551511

Meta ccempel staqsi ghas-""SERVIZZ SOCJALI TA' PINU”

p - @ ~aniiie--{ - ) <l § -
Int Devot ta-MADONNA TA’ PINU????
TRID taghtiHa xi HIDMA voluntarja,
~ mas-SANTWARJU taghHa ta’ Pinu????
X'tista’ taghmel!!!
*  “Servizz Sodjali bit-Telefon”.
*  “Kuntatti ghall-Hidma ta’ Paci’.
*  “Usher fil-Quddiesa tal-5.00 p.m. il-Hadd”.
* - “Gwida matul il-weekend fil-Muzew ta’ Karmni Grima
jew ta’ Frenc¢ ta’ l-Gharb”,

Jekk thoss li ghandek tghin f’xi wakda minn dawn I-attivitajiet:
® Kellem lir-Rettur tas-Santwarju,

Mons. Dun Beneditt Cam‘illeri.

® [Ikteb lis-Segretarja: Prayer Group “Madonna ta’ Pinu’,
c¢/o Santwarju Ta’ Pinu, Ghawdex.

® Attendi ghal-laggha tal-Prayer Group “Madonna ta’
Pinu” fir-4 Hadd tax-xahar, fid-9.30 a.m. fis-Santwarju.




IS-SANTWARJU TA’ PINU MIBNI WARA LI L-MADONNA KELLMET LIL KARMNI GRIMA.

“Jl-Vergni Marija li mit-thabbira tal-Anglu lagghet f'qalbha U fgisimha I-Verb t'Alla u gabet
il-hajja lid-dinja, hu maghrufa u unurata bhala vera omm ta’ Alla u tar-Redentur. Hi stess
mehlusa b’'mod sublimi, in vista tal-merti ta’ Binha u Mieghu marbuta minn rabta iebsa
li ma tinRkallx, hi mghonija b’'ufficéju | aktar gholi u bid dinjita ta’ Omm tal Iben t'Alla, u
ghalhekk bint mahbuba tal-Missier u tempju tal-Ispirtu s-Santu: u li minhabba dan id-don
tal-grazzja l-aktar gholja tisboq b’mod kbir lill-kreaturi l-okira kollha fis-sema u fl-art. Hi
madankollu marbuta flimkien mar-razza ta’ Adam mal-bnedmin kollha fi htiega tal-fidwa,
anzi hi “tassew omm tal-membri (ta’ Kristu) ...ghaliex ikkooperat bl-imhabba ghat-twelid
tal-fidili tal-Knisja, li ta’ dak ir-Ras huma membri”. Ghal dan hi maghrufa wkoll bhala I
membru singulari u ewlenija tal-Knisja u figura taghha u mudell I-aktar perfett ta’ fidi u ta’
karita, u -Knisja Kattolika, mghallma mill-Ispirtu s-Santu bl-imhabba ta’ pieta ta’ bint
tivveneraha bhala Omm l-aktar mahbuba”.

(Mill-Kostituzzjoni Dommatika “Lumen Gentium”)
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