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CATERINA DESGUANEZ

CHARACTERS:— . For the Company:
CATERINA daughter of Soprano ANTOINETTE MIGGIANI Costume research and selection
BARON DESGUANEZ Bass JOE VELLA BONDIN MARIA PISANI
PUBLIO Caterina’s fiancée Tenor JOE HUBER . Scenography Choreography
PAOLO turkish slave of the Baron Baritone LINO ATTARD MICHAEL STROUD JOSEPHINE JUDE
MARCO Old retainer of the Baron Bass FRANK GALEA Chorus Master Prompter
AGA SELIM Turkish Commander Bass RONALD AZZOPARDI CAFFARI Fr. JOHN GALEA Fr. SALV. GALEA O.P.
ANTONIO BAJJADA A Maltese spy Tenor ARTHUR MICALLEF Stage Manager
ROZI his fiancée Mezzo ANTHONY STROUD (
Soprano MARIE THERESE VASSALLO
Wardrobe Mistress W Costumes
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\’ MARIA PISANI MADAME CAMILLERI
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For the Marnoel Theatre:

The action takes place in Mal‘a during the great Siege of 1565.
The Characters arz all ficti.ious.

Conductor
JOSEPH SAMMUT Booking Office MARTHESE VASSALLO
Electrician VANNI LAUS
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS TO: Ctage Carpenters E. DALLI, F. MIFSUD, J. AZZOPARDI
Producer

Pianists Michael Laus and Jose'te Micallef for accompanying singers during rehearsals.
Anne Micallef Trigona — Assistant Stage Manager.
Lino Gatt and Kenneth Zammit Tabona — Publicity Officers. CHARLES STROUD
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SYNOPSIS

ACT I

Scene: Drawing room in the Baron’s House.

The action centres on an incident during the siege of Mal a by the Turks in 1565. The
irhabitanis are understandably concerned as to how they would be treated by the invaders, and
thus, the widowed Raron Alessandro Desguanez, who was on the Staff of the Grand Mas:er of the
Hospitallers, is concerned about his only daugater Caterina. The rest of the household consists
of Marco, a ‘rusted old servant, and a Turkish slave, Paolo, captured as a child 20 years before,
and who has teen b:-ought up in his new Masters’ faith as a Christian.

A frequent visitor to the Baron is Publio a young Maltese regimental officer whose du-
ties bring him into contact with the Baron’s household, and naturally, sesing much of Caterina,
fa'ls in love with her. The Turkish youth Paolo, being brought up in the household was the com-
panion of Caterina and, although he was aware of his infidel birth, nevertheless developed a
passion for Caterina which she does not reciprocate, as she is in love with Publio. When Paolo
is alone with Caterina he tells her of his love for her, and when she does not respond, he be-
comes violent. They are in‘errupted by the old servant Marco. Paolo runs away but threatens to
kill Caterina, and so Marco realises he must keep wa‘’ch over her.

ACT Il — (Scene 1)
Scene: In the Turkish Camp.

Aga Selim surrounded by Turkish sodizrs, assists to a short national dance performed
by the most celebrated ballerina of his “Corps-de-Ballet”, the only woman that the Sultan permit-
ted the Aga to bring over with him to the Island.

Later on, a prisoner (who turns out to be Paolo) is brought before a high Turkish Officer.
Paolo always had it in his mind to revert to the Islamic faith and he now offers his services to
the Moslems and promises to tell the Turkish Officer, Aga Selim, where the Baron and his
retinue are hiding on condition that he gets Ca‘erina when she and the Baron are captured. Na-
turaly, as in all wars, spies are engaged on both sides, and we see a Maltese named Bajiada who
is masquerading as a Turk. y

He has been held in chained captivi'y by the Turks until he escapsd and is now seeking
to avenge the hardship inflicted on his compatriots, by ac'ing as a spy for the Maltese. He
learns of Paolo’s treachery and of the plot to capture Caterina.

(Scene 2)
Scene: Rabat Headquarters
Publio the Maltese Officer is at his Rabat Headquarters and Antonio Bajjada has come
to warn him of the danger to the Baron and Ca'erina and urges him to send a detachment to
rescue them. \
ACT 111
Scene: Maddalena Caves

The Baron and his daughter are now in their hiding place. The Turks arrive together
with Paolo for the onslaught, and the Turkish Oifficer, in the mean ime has his own ideas about
Caterina. When they eventually capture her she fain's, bu: when, on reviving she finds herself
with Paolo, she unwittingly turns to the unknown Officer, Aga Selim for protection. We then see
Paolo and the Officer quarelling about her. In the meantime the Maltese soldiers arrive and Ca-
terina rushes into the arms of Publio. Young Paolo, now frustrated beyond control, falls upon

Caterina and stabs her to death.



Taghrif bil-Malti ta’ Guze Cardona

IS-SUGGETT TA’ L-OPRA. Fl-opra naraw dehriet ta’ zZmien Il-Assedju 1-Kbir ta’
1-1565. Fil-familja tal-Baruni Alessandro Desguanez, li qabel kien kaptan tal-bahar, ighixu mieghu
bintu Caterina li tilfet ’1 ommbha fit-twelid, Marco qaddej xih u Isir Tork Mahimoud, magbud ghox-
rin sena qabel meta kien tife]l waqt tagbida mal-furbani li wara ghammduh u semmewh P‘ao'lo.
Caterina ssir thobb lil Publio, fizzjal tar-rigment, li mhabba dmirijietu sikwit jiltaga’ ma’ missier
Ca’erina li kien ukoll fil-Militar u b’hekk hi tarah u tkellmu. Imma, l-ilsir mghammed, Paolo 1_1
trabba maghha, jintilef ukoll wara Caterina, u ghalkemm isir jaf li hu kien wild il-mawmettan,
iwahhal f’'mohhu 1i Caterina tkun tieghu jigri x’jigri. Paolo gieli kellu xi jghid ma’ Sidu, imma
gharaf isewwi kollox biex jibqa’ fdat mill-baruni u mill-familja. Biss f'mohhu kellu dejjem il-
hisieb li jharrab lil Caterina, jerga’ jagleb mawmettan u jogtol, jekk jehtieg, kull min ifixklu fil-
pian tieghu.

I ATT L-ewwel att jiftah bi dwett bejn il-Baruni u Pawlu, Ii fih il-baruni jidher zgur
mill-fiducja fl-lsir u jitolbu biex jiehu hsieb Caterina jekk id-dar tigi mahbuta. Kif johrog il-Ba-
runi, Pawlu juri mhabbtu lil Caterina u jheddidha li jogtolha jekk ma tkunx tieghu. Jinstemghu X1
Maltin ghaddejjin ikantaw minn taht it-tieqa u ghall-ghajjat jidhol Marku l-gaddej fidil, b’ha-
dida fidu, izda Caterina u Pawlu jkunu telqu. Marku jintebah bil-qerq ta’ Pawlu u jghassislu
I-passi tieghu. Caterina donnha tibza’ titkellem ma’ missierha, jew tiftah qalbha ma’ Publiju u
zzomm kollox mis'ur. Jidhol Toni Bajjada liebes ta’ Tork b’messagg ghall-Baruni minn ghand Pub-
lju u Bajjada jgharraf li issa qieghied iqarraq bit-torok billi jahsbuh wiehed minnhom u b’hekk
iwassal il-messaggi bejn il-Birgu u 1-Imdina u hekk jithallas mill-mohqriia 1i bata meta kien
ilsir tat-Torok. Bajjada jwissi lill-Baruni Ii ahjar jiehu lil Caterina fl-Gherien tal-Madliena u jitolbu
Plex gharustu Rozi tmur maghha. Caterina u Publiju jwieghdu li jibgghu jhobbu lil xulxin. Wara
jinghagad maghhom il-baruni u l-att jintemm bterzett u b’kor tas-Suldati Maltin.

. .I.I ATT Fdan I-Att naraw 1i] Aga Selim, fizzjal gholi Tork, imhasseb kif se jegh-
leb Ir-rezistenza tal-Maltin anqas hafna minnhom fl-ghadd. Madwaru s-suldati tieghu jfahhru
r-rebhiet 1i ghamel. Fil-kamp idahihlu prigunier, Pawlu jew Mahmoud, li jistqarr li jrid jaqdi lil
hiuty, Isir mislem mill-gdid u juri 1il Selim fejn huma mohbijin it-tfajliet Maltin, basta Caterina
tkun tle?ghu. Ell-hln _]ldhol Bajjada liebes ta” Tork bl-isem ta’ Hassan biex jitkixxef, u Selim u
Pawlu juruh li b_?hswb_hom jahbtu ghall-Gherien tal-Madliena. Wagqt li Pawlu jahdem biex jahtat
lil Caterina, Bajiada jmur jgharraf lill-Publiju bl-attakk. Fi-tieni Xena naraw lil Publiju mhas-
seb ghax ma wasallux taghrif dwar Caterina: jidhol Marku u jghidlu li jinsabu 1-Madliena u ftit
wara Ba]l%da jhabbrilhom 1i Pawlu flimkien mas-suldati ta’ Selim se jahbtu ghax-xebbiet u ghal
hekk iheggeg lil Publiju biex imur jehlishom bis-suldati tieghu.

o ATT Naraw lill-Baruni jitnikket ghall-hajja mwieghra li jkollha tghaddi Caterina
I-Madliena fejn ikollha torqod fl-art. Bintu tohlom holm ikrah u missierha u Rozi u x-xebbiet
l-ohra jippruvaw ifarrguha. Il-Baruni jmur ighasses minn fuq l-gholjiet. Jaslu Selim, Pawlu u
t-Torok l.)ICX. Jisirqu x-xebbiet. Pawlu b’sikkina bejn snienu johrog lil Caterina ghaxja mill-ghar,
imma Selim jkun irid lil Caterina hu u jiggieldu. Caterina titlob lil Selim biex jehlisha u f’dak il-
hin jasal Publiju bis-suldati, hi tin‘efa’ i hdanu u Pawlu f’daghdigha ta’ rabja joqtolha u jibqa’
jhares cass minghajr hila 1i jahrab. Kulfhadd idur madwar Caterina, il-kor ikanta l-ahhar versi u
s-suldati Maltin weqfin u dritti fdik il-qaghda donnhom iridu jaghtu l-ahhar sinja] ta’ qima
lil Caterina.
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A BANK TO BE PROUD OF

Valetta, rich in historical and businesses, big and small, and ready,
architectural heritage, continues to as always, to serve.

guard the capital’s access to the sea. U Bank of Valicita

The Bank of Valletta, to which the city Py e
gave its name, has today spread right ; lelted, hﬁﬁﬁﬁ

across Malta and Gozo, providing the  Branches throughout Maita
finance that aids the economy and and Gozo.
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