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Cost of medications can impact availability and the

general health of the population. Discrepancies in

medication prices between nations can also raise

concerns about affordability, equity, and accessibility of

medication.

INTRODUCTION

To identify and compare the cost of antibiotics and

antidiabetic drugs available in Malta with those

available in four other countries.

AIMS

• Antibiotic and antidiabetic classes of medication were selected.

• Countries included in the comparative study were Malta, Greece, Slovenia, United Kingdom and India. Retail unit

pricing of medications was compared according to active ingredient and rounded up to two significant values.

• For each country, the least expensive retail product with the same active ingredient, dosage form, and potency

were compared. Medicinal product prices were converted to euro and analyzed per unit dosage form. For each

medication, the price range, average, and standard deviation between countries were computed.

METHOD

• Comparison of  unit dose prices of the selected medicines were analysed using Microsoft excel 2016 and by
plotting corresponding bar graphs for each medicine in five countries.

• Malta recorded the highest retail price per unit dosage form for six antibacterial medications and nine
diabetes medications included in the study.

Table:1 Examples of identified medicines with highest & lowest price for unit dosage form  

RESULTS

Factors such as market size, regulatory frameworks, national policies, and socioeconomic conditions significantly

influence medication costs, leading to substantial price disparities. These differences pose challenges to ensuring

equitable access to affordable medications, particularly in smaller and developing nations.

Despite various price-control measures, achieving consistent and fair drug pricing remains a contentious issue that

requires ongoing attention and coordinated global efforts to address.

CONCLUSION
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