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Antonio Manoel

De Vilhena

Grand Master Antonio Manoel de Vilhena, a Portuguese, was
elected Grand Master in 1722. A man of great intellectual qualitie,
he was popular with all, and his “savoir faire” earned him every-
one’s love.

At the beginning of his reign, fearing a second Turkish invasion
of Malta, he promptly took steps against such an eventuality, and
the enemy, seeing his preparedness, sailed away without even
attempting a landing.

Having fortified the Island, he began to find ways and means
of encouraging civil enterprise, and in the political field he man-
aged to negotiate a treaty of peace with the Sultan of Constan-
tinople,

As a befitting gesture towards the People of Malta. he built in
1732 the Manoel Theatre which is a living monument to his achieve-
ments. It keeps his memory fresh and glorious in all those who
cultivate the Arts and all those who seek an honest tecreation, as is

implied by the Theatre’s motto: “Ad honestatem populi oblect-
ationem.”

SLIEMA THEATRICAL COMPANY
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Sala sabieha fid-dar tal-Markis ta’ Rohan

L-Ewwel Att: L-istess xena. Wara nofs-in-nhar, ix-xahar ta’ Novembru.

It-Tieni Att: 1. Xena: Xahar fuq l-ewwel att. Filghaxtja.

1. Xena: Sitt xhur wara. Filghaxija, kmieni.

It-Tielet Att: 1. Xena: Ix-xahar ta’ Settembru, filghaxija.

ii. Xena. Erba’ tijiem wara, bil-lejl.
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MANOEL THEATRE BOOKING PLAN
Late comers will not be admitted to the Auditorium.

Smoking is not permitted in the Auditorium, in the Boxes
and in the Gallery.

The Management reserve the right to vary or omit any part
of the programme without previous notice.

Patrons are reminded that the taking of photographs during
the performance is not allowed.

Children even when accompanied by their parents, will be
required to occupy a seat.
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Ghas-Sliema Theatrical Company

Direttur tal-Palk

Disin tal-Palk

Rammentatur

Ghat-Teatru Manoel
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

NATIONAL FESTIVITIES COMMITTEE — BAND FESTIVAL
— Thursday 13 at 6.30 p.m;. Saturday 15 at 6.30 p.m.; Sunday 16 at

6.30 p.m.

M.T.M.C. — A Tchaikovsky Concert — Saturday 22 December

at 7.30 p.m.

M.A.D.C. — CHRISTMAS PANTOMIME “MOTHER GOOSE” —
Saturday 29 at 8.00 p.m. and at 8.00 p.m.; Sunday 30 at 3.00 p. m.

and at 8.00 p.m.

JANUARY 1985: — Wednesday 2 at 7.30 p.m.; Thursday 3 at
7.30 p.m.; Friday 4 at 7.80 p.m.; Saturday 5 at 3.00 p.m. and at
8.00 p.m.; Sunday 6 at 2.00 p.m. and at 6.00 p.m.; Monday 7 at

7.30 p.m.

THE MANOEL THEATRE FOYER

The Bonici Palace on the corner of Old Bakery Street, acquired by the Manoel Thearre two
decades ago, has been completely restored and now constitutes its foyer. It can be approached
from the auditorium, the Ievel of your box, or from the original courtyard. Climbing the stair-
case with its shallow steps of white Carrara marble you see at every turn shell-shaped niches in
one of which you may find the bust of your favourite composer. Further up. double doors inset
with bevelled-edged mirrors lead to impeccable cloakrooms.

There are wall brackets and chandeliers from Vienna, heavy silk curtains in bluey/green and
gold, a pair of candelabra once the property of the Messina fam'ly.

You will see engravings characters and scenss from famous operas and showcases in which are
to be found memorabilia of the Theatre collected throughout the years. An antique mirror hangs
akcve the eighteenth century mantelpiece. Reautiful furn'ture has been collected from the Auber-
ges and carefully restored. The ceiling is a particular delight, the newly hand-panted beams, so
near in colour to the curtains, are decorated with the Maltese Cross and small crowns picked out
in gold.

Keeping guard over all this splendour stands the bust of Grand Master Antonio Manue! de Vilhena
which was recovered from Manoel Island.

A vis't to the Manoel Theatre Foyer is a must for every art lover, this splendid old house, re-
stored to its pristine glory, makes a marvellous venue for any art Exiiibition. The setting and
accoustics are perfect for recitals and poetry reading.
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