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L-Operetta? X’hemm flsem?

L-Operetta.

Kelma li saret rari. Nies li ghalihom tfisser tpaxximent b’ghors
muzikali shifi kienu ghadhom trabi meta I-kelma kienet in voga. Ofrajn li
jitnaffru w ikemmxu xufftejhom dlonk jisimghu biha jinsabu kuntenti i |-
kelma ntilfet fil-limbu teatrali.

Imma qgisu kulhiadd mar zmer¢. L-operetta ghadha Rajja w mimlija bl-
ghomor. Mhux biss tindaqq, titkanta w titgawda imma anki ghadha
tinkiteb u zzid fil-popolarita.

lva taht isem iehor. Illum tissejjah il-musical. X’hemm fisem?
iwiddibna l-imghallem.

Min jahseb li I-musical modern hu xi haga gdida ta’ zminijietna
jaghmel hekk x’aktarx ghax irid jimbotta l-operetta fuq l-ahhar skaluna
tas-sellum teatrali. Minnu li hemm differenzi bejn Gilbert u Sullivan, Franz
Lehar, Sigmund Romberg u Timothy Rice; jew -H.M.S. Pinafore, La
Vedova Allegra, The Desert Song u I-Phantom of the Opera. Dags kemm
heg;n differenzi fit-trasport jew fl-arkitettura tal-1879, tal-1907, i-1926 u |-
1988!

Ghax l-operetta m’ghamlitx bhad-dodo jew id-dinosawr. Gharrfet
tiggedded u timxi maz-zminijiet. It-twiddiba ta’ x’hemm f’isem? tghallmitha
u mill-opera bouffe evolviet ghall-opra komika, il-kummiedja muzikali, 1-
opera folk, ir-rumanz muzikali sa ma llum waslet fil-musical. Naturalment
dejjem skond x’jghodd u x’jagbel lill-impresarju skond i¢-¢irkustanzi ta’ Rin
u spazju.

F’nofs is-seklu dsatax kompozituri bhal Isouard, Lehar, Strauss,
Offenbach u ofirajn kien diga irnexxielhom idawru l-opra f’xoghiol aktar
hafif u mexxej minghajr l-icken hjiel ta’ drammaticita. F1-1871 Offenbachiilli
kien jinsab ghaddej harir b’xogholijiet bRal La Vie Parisienne, La Belle
Hélene u Orphée aux Enfers fettillu jaccettali The Princess of Trébizonde
titla’ fi New York bl-Ingliz. Ghall-ewwel darba d-double entendres beda

jinstema’ bhala d-doppju sens! U neffiu l-irwiefen u gamu |-maltempati
ghax Kif dejjem uriet l-esperjenza dak li jinghad b’ilsien barrani jintieghem
Relu w gustus; waqt li b’ilsien b’ommok jinhiass kemmxejn zorr! Tant
tqanglu kurrenti dak in-nhar kontra l-operetta illilangas il-migja ta’ Gilbert
u Sullivan, Rames snin wara, ma naddfet kompletament it-tbajja’ li thallew.

Imma l-operetta biddlet il-ibsa u fil-bidu tas-seklu dsatax I-
operetta/kummiedja muzikali bdiet dejjem aktar temfasizza fuq id-danza
u taghfas fuq l-element komiku wagqt li bdiet tnaggas, mill-importanza ta’l-
element romantiku. Romberg, Gershwin, Rodgers u Hart, imbaghad
Hammerstein, Porter, Berlin, Jerome Kern.....issemmi biss l-ismijiet, ukoll
jafikmek ir-ritmu, u t-tektik tat-typewriter jibda jassumi bhal certu beat.

Sadanittant fl-Ewropa kompozituri bhal Weill, Eichberg, Loesser u
ohrajn ittieAdu mir-ritmu frenetiku illi kien ged ikun adottat fuq il-palk
Amerikan. Ma damux ma rrejalizzaw illi fejn jidhol il-musical it-torog
kollha jwasslu ghal Broadway.

U fuq Broadway u madwaru l-izvilupp baga dejjem sejjer. FI-1943
Rodgers u Hammerstein fagqghu |-Oklahoma bit-tikketta ta’ folk
operetta. Ghall-ewwel darba il-komicita kienet twarrbet ghal kollox.
Kienet differenti u fl-istess hin kollox kien baga l-istess. Imma issa I-
kompozituri u l-librettisti bRal intebhu illi lispettaklu muzikali kien joffri
moghdijiet godda li setghu ikunu esplorati bil-liberta kollha. West Side
Story imbaghad, fl-1957, integrat il-kant, iz-zfin u t-test bl-aktar mod shih u
affietat. Madankollu xorta bagghu jinkitbu musicals bhal My Fair Lady illi
jharsu lura b’nostalgija lejn l-operetta bikrija.

Intant illum l-operetta/musical ghadu jiskopri orizzonti godda.
Kultant anki suggetti illi bl-ebda mod ma jolgtuk bhala adatti ghal dan il-
generu muzikali, bRall-Phantom of the Opera u Who’s afraid of Virginia
Woolf. Anki dan ma tantx hu originali ghax anki fil-hamsinijiet Cole Porter
kien irranga The Taming of the Shrew bl-isem ta Kiss me Kate! Min jaf
ghadx naraw il-King Lear f'xi verzjoni muzikali bl-isem ta” Oh my papa!

tcd



The Manoel Theatre Management Committee
wishes to thank the following concerns for their
kind co-operation.

ALITALIA
ANDREWS FEEDS (MALTA) LTD
AUSTRIAN AIRLINES
AUTO SALES LTD. (KIND’S)
B.P.C. INTERNATIONAL LIMITED
FESTA LIMITED
HOLIDAY INN, TIGNE
LOMBARD BANK (MALTA) LTD.
MID-MED BANK LIMITED
NSTS STUDENTS & YOUTH TRAVEL
SIMONDS FARSONS CISK LTD.
SUNCREST HOTEL, QAWRA



TEATRU MANOEL, VALLETTA, MALTA TEL. 222618/222659 TELEGRAMS: MANOEL



