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THE OCCURRENCE OF FCHIUM SABULICOLA POMEL (= £ CONFUSUM DE COINCY) IN THE
MALTESE ISLANDS
Michae! Briffol

ABSTRACT
The occurrence of £. sabulicolo Pomel in the Maltese Islands is confirmed ond its locol
history and status discussed.

The Lower Corolline Limestone ploteou ot To* Cenc ond the volley of Mgorr ix—Xini in
Southern Gozo are well known for their floristic interest. The area between them, however,
locally known as "Ras in-Newwielg" seems to have been unexplored. It wos in this secluded
locality that on April 4 1992, the writer discovered several colonies of £. sobulicolo growing
in crevices of frioble rock on the exposed Globigering cliff-top. The ossocioted florg
included: Anfhemis urvilieong (DC) Sommier and Coruong Gotto, Darmielle  melitensis
(Botsch.) Brullo, Doucus rupesiris Guss., Senecio levconthemifolys Poiret, Hedysorum
glomerafym FG. Dietrich, Minyartia geniculata (Poiret) Thell., Frankenia hirsufa L., ond
Gymandrirts stsyrinchiym (L.) Porl.  Some robust specimens were glso seen on the edge of
the odjoining fallow fields, where they were also accompanied by Aweng barbafo Pott ex
Link., Hordeum feporinym Link.,  Hedysarum corongrivm L., ond  Chrysanthemum
coronariym .

£. sobulicolo is o Western Mediterranean species. In Molta it wos only recorded by Grech
Delicoto (1853) under the nome of £. moriimym Willd. from Gnejna Boy, besides Arcangeli
(1894) who mentions its occurrence in the Maltese Islonds, possibly on the authority of
Grech Delicato. Sommier and Coruang Gotto {1915), updating the nome as £. confysym De
Coincy, regorded Deficota’s record as doubtful on the qrounds that the lotter's sole
surviving specimen ot the Volletto University Herborium was, occording to them, £
arengrivm Guss. This, however, is debatable. These outhors observe that the roots of £.
arenariym couse o violet stoin on the poper on which they ore mounted, giving one to
understond that it is o speciol charocteristic distinguishing £. arenariym from other Fchivm
species. This hos been proved incorrect. In fact the roots of the specimens of £
sabulicolo deposited ot the writer's own herbarium coused the some violet stoin. Could this
erroneous assumption hove influenced Sommier ond Coruono Gotto in  determining
Delicato’s sole seventy-year—old surviving specimen? They also stole eisewhere in the same
publication thot the old specimens deposited ot the Volletto University Herborium were not
in o reliable condition for identification. In their own words: “Fsso (I'frbario Universitario df
Volketta) e in pessime condizioni, e rappresenta evidentemente solfanto un residvo of queflo
che fy: ed anche quanfo resta e’ spesso inufilizzabile per frasposizioni o perdife df
efichefte, o perche ke piante sono fanfe guosfe da non essere riconoscibili ' It is

120, Creche Street, Sliemo, Molto.

26



improbable that Delicota could have mistaken £. grenarium for £, marifimum because he
included both species in his florg together with their respective different localities and
flowering periods. Both Borg (1927) ond Haslam et al. (1977) include this species in their
floros on the quthority of Grech Delicoto, the lotter under the updated name of £
sgbulicofs Pomel. In the Gozo populations the writer noticed g constant merphological
varigtion: the stomens are never exserted. In this respect the local plants are closer to £
confysym as described by Borg.

The present record removes ony doubts there might have been on the inclusion of £,
sabulcok Pomel as on important element in the Moltese Flora. The foact that Malto lies well
within its range of distribution and its occurrence in ol the nearby islands of Lompedusa,
Linosa and Pantelleria suggest that it is of notive origin.
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